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OllEAT SIEGES OE HISTOEY. 


Of all the collisions between tbe members of tbe human 
race for tbe furtherance of ambition, the maintenance of 
liberty, or the assertion of disputed rights, we consider the 
prominent sieges of history to be the most interesting and 
instructive. We know of no situation in which the higher 
virtues have been put to a severer test ; in which courage, 
firmness, endurance, patriotism, fidelity, humanity, have 
shone with purer and more unmitigated lustre. In the 
pages we are about to lay before our readers will be found 
accounts of actions and sufferings of which the uninitiated 
in history can scarcely suppose their fellow-men to be 
capable: not brilliant actions of short-lived devotion per- 
formed before applauding multitudes, not torments endured 
with hopes of celestial recompense, but protracted, con- 
tinuous exertions, amidst privations, disease, famine, and 
death in every hideous shape, prompted by love of country, 
or fidelity to a cause honestly embraced. 

As throughout nature Providence has pleased to establish 
an antagonism which carries on the great scheme in har- 
' mony, by setting creature against creature, in no instance 
does man show his vast superiority more strongly over the 
lower animals than in the defence or attack of his great 
gregarious abodes. There are numerous animals who, like 
man, draw up in battle array and dew fields with blood, but 
none that can bring into play such high qualities as are 
exhibited in our sieges, from one of a Scotch border tower . 
to Sebastopol. . In no case is the difference between reason 
and instinct more evident. The beaver of to-day constructs 
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discomfiture ; it is defended with watchful precaution, to 
avoid surprises, and loss of husbanded means. Chess is 
not played with the rash spirit of a Christmas round game. 
Both parties have leisure to note every event that advances 
or retards their, great object; and if the contest he a pro- 
tracted one, such calamitous circumstances are sure to arise 
as will give to it the deepest feeling of human interest. As, 
in the history of the world, the accounts of its periods of 
trouble occupy a thousand times more space than its records 
of peace and prosperity, so sieges, having given birth to 
more suffering than perhaps any other cause attributable to 
man alone, we have, in greatest abundance, most appalling 
descriptions of these frightful struggles, in which human 
-beings seem to have been gathered together into corners to 
prove all they were capable of performing or enduring. 
That a great siege is the sublime view of men acting in 
masses, is proved by two of the most exalted poets of the 
world having each chosen one as the subject most worthy 
of his genius. To us humble narrators, Homer’s “Siege of 
Troy ” and Tasso’s “ Siege of Jerusalem ” are of inestimable 
value, as, independently of their poetic beauties, pointing 
out clearly the different modes of carrying on a siege at 
periods so remote from each other. Notwithstanding all 
the splendour bestowed by the presence of gods, demigods, 
and heroes, Homer’s siege is of the most primitive kind. 
Abortive attacks upon the walls, unsupported by machinery 
or any attempt at art, not even the palpable one of escalade, 
together with vain efforts to get into the city, and continual 
skirmishes and duels with the besieged in their sorties, 
seem to have comprised all the art of war exercised by the 
cunning Greeks in this their great early invasion of a 
foreign territory, or rather of a city, as the expedition to 
Colchis preceded it by a generation : the sires of Homer’s 
heroes manned the Argo. All the strength of the defenders 
consisted of the watchful and constant use of spear and 
shield in repulsing the attacks of the enemy; and their 
courage was displayed in daily excursions, in war-chariots 
and on foot, upon the plains surrounding the beleaguered 
city. In Tasso we see the art of war as it was practised in 
his time in Europe, and as it has been practised in Asia for 
Beveral centuries. To avoid an anachronism, there is no 
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the astounding accounts of historians and topographers with 
the broad seal of truth — everything in the East iras on a 
gigantic scale: where human life and human labour, in 
densely-populated countries, were without restriction at the 
command of vain and ambitious despots, the Pyramids, the 
walls of Babylon, and the palaces of Baalbcc cease to bo 
miracles. 

Ninus, Iting of Assyria, one of the most ancient of the 
great disturbers of the peace of mankind called conquerors, 
was desirous of putting the crown to his glory by the con- 
quest of Bactriana, now Corassnn. Nothing in the open 
country could resist an army of four hundred thousand men ; 
but Bnctra, the capital, for a length of time withstood all 
his endeavours. As the defence of a city consisted in its 
walls, ditch, and advantages of position only, so the means 
of attack were correspondingly simple; and we are not 
surprised at the inhabitants holding out for a time which in 
modern warfare would bo impossible. We are told that the 
genius of Semiramis conceived a stratagem — what we do not 
learn — by which the city was at length taken, and her 
master, in a truly eastern- manner, showed his gratitude by 
seeking a cause for putting her husband to death, and 
making her his wife. Some accounts do not hesitate to say 
that the lady, at least as ambitious as Ninus, repaid him by 
removing him as ho had removed her first husband, in order 
to reign alone. 


AT. 

A.C. 1451. 

As an account falling in most with the spirit of un- 
inspired history, we select a short description of the taking 
of Aa by the Israelites, under Joshua. 

Whilst niglit concealed from the inhabitants of A'i all that 
was passing beneath their walls, Joshua placed a body ol 
troops behind the city, with orders to set lire to it when he 
should give the signal. At daybreak, Joshua presented 
himself before Aa, and feigned to attempt an escalade 
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courage ; but:, after a protracted struggle, the Macedonians 
who were left in tho citadel, taking the Thebans in the rear, 
whilst the troops ot‘ Alexander charged them in front, they 
were almost all cut to pieces. Thebes was taken and 
pillaged. In the sack of this city, a lady of high quality 
exhibited an instance of courage and virtue too extraordinary 
to be passed by in silence. A Thracian oilieer, struck by 
her beauty, employed violence to satisfy his passion ; and 
then characteristically proceeded to tho indulgence of his 
avarice, by demanding of her where she had concealed her 
treasures. The lady, whose name was Timoelca, told him 
that she had cast them all into a well, which she pointed out 
to him. Whilst he was leaning over the brink, looking with 
greedy avidity for the treasure, she suddenly exerted all her 
strength, pushed him in, and beat him to death with stones. 
Timoclea was arrested, and led before Alexander ; but, with 
all his errors, the young Macedonian had too much gene- 
rosity of character not to bo struck by such an action, and 
ho pardoned her. We wish wo could say ho was equally 
lenient towards tho Thebans ; but tho unfortunate city was 
razed to the ground, and thirty thousand of its inhabitants 
were sold into slavery. 

He here, however, first displayed that love of letters, and 
veneration for men distinguished in them, which characterized 
him during his short but brilliant career ; for, amidst the 
general destruction, he ordered tho house in which the lyric 
. poet Pindar was born to be held as sacred as a temple, and, at 
the same time, sought out and provided for all the descend- 
ants of the family of the bard of Thebes. 

The history of this city is a remarkable one. Although 
. not ranking so high as Sparta or Athens, it was raised to 
an equal importance by the courage, talents, and high moral 
character of one man. Epaminondas is, perhaps, the noblest 
specimen Greece has handed down to us of the hero, in all 
jenses : and to his career was bounded the glory of his 
native city ; it rose with him, and with him expired. 
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Tyndarus, the ninth king of Lacedaemon, had, by Leda, 
Castor and Pollux, who were twins, besides Helena, and 
Clytemnestra the wife of Agamemnon, king of Mycenae. 
Having survived his two sons, the twins, he became anxious 
for a successor, and sought for a suitable husband for his 
daughter Helena. Ail the suitors bound themselves by oath 
to abide by the decision of the lady, who chose Menelaus, 
king of Sparta. • She had not, however, lived above three 
years with her husband before she was carried olf by 
Alexander or Paris, son of Priam, king of the Trojans. In 
consequence of this elopement, Menelaus called upon the 
rulers of the European states of Greece, and more particu- 
larly upon those who had been candidates for her hand, to 
avenge this Asiatic outrage. All answered to the summons, 
though some, like Ulysses, unwillingly. As every one knows, 
the siege lasted ten years \ which only goes to prove the dis- 
cordant parts of which the besieging army was composed : 
had there been union beneath a completely acknowledged 
head, the city could not have held out so long by many 
years. But Agamemnon was like Godfrey of Bouillon in 
the Crusades — he was only a nominal chief, without a particle 
. of .real power over the fiery and rude leaders of the troops of 
adventurers composing the army. This necessity for union 
is the principal lesson derived by posterity from the siege of 
Troy ; but to the Asiatics of the period it must have been a 
premonitory warning of what they had to dread from the 
growing power of the Greeks. Divested of fable, and as 
many ' of the contradictions removed as possible, we believe 
the above to be the most trustworthy account of this cele- 
. brated affair — no one would think of going into the details 
after Homer. According to Bishop Ussher, the most safe 
chronological guide, the siege of Troy took place 1184 years 
before the birth of Christ, about the time that Jephtha ruled 
over the Jews. This last circumstance cannot fail to bring 
to the minds of our readers the extraordinary fact that the 
involuntary parental sacrifices of Iphigenia and the “ daugh- 
ter of Jephtha, Judge of Israel,"’ were contemporary. It 5 
period of the war of Troy, standing on the verve between 

fable and history, is a very useful one to be retained in 
memory. 
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SECOND SIEGE, A.C. 976. 

In the reign of Kehoboam, the grandson of David, Shishah, 
king of Egypt, laid sieg8 to Jerusalem, threatening to raze 
it with the ground if any opposition were offered to his arms. 
The indignant people were eager to attack the enemy of 
their religion and. their country, but Kehoboam, as cowardly as 
a warrior as he was imperious as a monarch, opened the 
gates of his capital to the haughty Egyptian, and quietly 
witnessed the pillage of it. 

THIRD SIEGE, A.C. 715. 

In the first year of the reign of Ahaz, king of Juda, Kezin, 
king of Syria, and Pekah, king of Israel, presented them- 
selves in warlike array before Jerusalem. Their design was 
to dethrone Ahaz and put an end to the dynasty of David 1 
But their ambitious project was checked by the sight of the 
fortifications, and, after a few vain attempts, they retreated 
with disgrace. 

Some time after, the Holy City was attacked by a much 
more redoubtable enemy. Sennacherib, king of Assyria, 
claimed of Hezekiah the tribute which his weak father, 
Ahaz, had consented to pay ; and after having overrun 
Ethiopia, besieged him in his capital. The fate of Jerusalem 
seemed pronounced, and the kingdom was abont to fall into 
the power of a haughty and irritated conqueror ; but the 
hand of Providence intervened ; a miraculous slaughter of 
the Assyrians took place in one night, and the army of 
Senna.cherib retreated precipitately. 

FOURTH SIEGE, A.C. 603. 

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, took Jerusalem by 
force, and gave it up to pillage. He placed King Joachim 
in chains, and afterwards released him upon his promising 
to pay tribute ; but that prince soon violated his engage- 
ment. Nebuchadnezzar reappeared, Jerusalem was again 
taken, and Joachim expiated his perfidy and revolt by his 
death. 

The impious Zedekiah, one of his successors, proud of an 
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awful diameters. The Homans bathed themselves in the 
blood of an obstinate enemy ; and the Jews of the king's 
party, rejecting every feeling of humanity, immolated to 
their fury every one of their own nation whom they met in 
the streets and houses, or even found in the temple. Herod, 
however, by means of prayers, promises, and menaces, at 
length obtained a cessation of this horrible butchery, and 
to prevent the pillaging of the city and tho Temple, ho 
generously offered to purchase them of the Homans with 
his own wealth. This capture of Jerusalem occurred thirty- 
seven years before Christ, on the very day on which Poinpey 
had carried it by assault twenty seven years before. 

SEVENTH SIEGE, A.D. GG. 

Towards the end of tho reign of Nero, in tho sixty-sixth 
year of the Christian era, under the pontificate of Mathias, 
the son of Theophilus, began the famous war of the Jews 
against the Homans. The tyranny, the vexations, tho sacri- 
leges of the governors were the causes of it. Tired of 
groaning so long under a foreign yoke, the Jewish nation 
believed they had no resource left but in despair. Fortune 
at first appeared favourable to them ; the Homans were 
beaten several times : but Vespasian, whom the Homan 
. emperor had charged with this war, was soon able, by the 
exercise of skill, prudence, and valour, to attract fortune to 
his standards, and. to keep her there. After having sub- 
dued the whole of Palestine, he was preparing to commence 
the blockade of Jerusalem, when his army recompensed his 
virtues with the empire. The new emperor assigned to his 
son Titus the commission of subduing the rebels and lay- 
ing siege to the capital. 

Jerusalem, built upon two very steep mountains, was 
divided into three parts, — the TJpper City, the Lower City, 
and the Temple, each having its separate fortifications. Tho 
Temple was, so to say, the citadel of the two cities. Several 
thick and very lofty walls rendered access to it- impracti- 
cable ; by the side of it stood a fortress which defended it, 
called Antonia. A triple wall, which occupied the space oi 
three hundred stadia, surrounded the entire city': the first 
of these walls was flanked by ninety very lofty and strong 
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their forces, with the hope of averting the storm. They 
made, in rapid succession, several furious sorties, which 
broke through the ranks of the Homans, and astonished 
those warlike veterans ; but such trifling advantages were 
not likely to affect such a man as Titus : he made another 
tour of the eity to ascertain upon what point it could be best 
assailed, and, after his foresight had taken all necessary pre- 
cautions to insure success, he set his machines to work, 
ordered the rams to maintain an incessant battery, and.com- 
manded a simultaneous attack upon three different sides. 
With great exertions, and after a contest of fifteen days, he 
carried the first wall, in spite of the spirited resistance of the 
besieged. Animated by this success, he ordered the second 
to be attacked ; he directed his rams against a tower which 
supported it, obliged those who defended it to abandon it, 
and brought it down in ruins. This fall made him master 
of the second rampart five days after he had taken the first ; 
but scarcely had he time to congratulate himself' upon this 
advantage, when the besieged fell upon him, penetrated his 
ranks, caused the veterans to waver, and retook the wall. 
It became necessary to recommence the attack upon it : it 
was contested during four days upon many points at once, 
and the Jews were at length compelled to yield. Titus by 
no means wished for the destruction of Jerusalem, and with 
a view of leading, the inhabitants back to their duty by in- 
timidation, he made a review of his troops. There has 
seldom been- a spectacle, more capable of inspiring ■ terror — 
the mind cannot contemplate these conquerors of the world 
passing in review before such a man as Titus, without some- 
thing like awe. But the seditious Jews, for they seldom 
deserve a better name, would not listen to any proposals 
for peace. Being convinced of this, the Homan general 
divided his army, for the purpose of making two assaults 
upon the fortress Antonia ; he nevertheless, before' pro- 
ceeding to this extremity, made one more effort to bring the 
rebels to reason. He sent to them the historian Josephus, 
as more likely than any other person to persuade them, he 
being a Jew, and having held a considerable rank in his 
nation. This worthy envoy made them a long and pathetic 
discourse to induce them to have pity on themselves, the 
sacred temple, the people, and their country ; he pointed 
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every day ; and the fury of the seditious, more redonbtablo 
than this scourge itself, increased with it. They held no 
property sacred ; everything was torn from the unhappy 
citizens. A closed door denoted provisions within : they 
forced it open, and snatched the morsels from the mouths 
about to swallow them, with brutal violence. They struck 
down old men ; they dragged women by the hair, without 
regard to either age, sex, or beauty ; they spared not lisping 
innocence. Such as still had any portion of food, shut 
themselves up in the most secret places of their dwellings, 
swallowed the grain without crushing it, or glutted them- 
selves with raw flesh, for fear the odour of cooking it should 
attract the inhuman inquisitors. Eleshless men, or rather 
phantoms, with dried-up visages and hollow eyes, dragged 
themselves along to corners, where famine speedily relieved 
them by death. So great was the number of the dead, that 
the living had neither strength nor courage to bury them ! 
There were no more tears, — the general calamities had dried 
up the source of them ! No more sighs were heard ; hunger 
had stifled all the feelings of the soul ! A famished multitude 
ran hither and thither, and seized eagerly upon that which 
would have been rejected by the most unclean animals. At 
length, a woman, noble and rich, after being despoiled of every- 
thing by her own want and the greedy fury of the mob, weary 
of preparing food for these insatiable "brigands, and left herself 
without a morsel of nourishment, consumed by a devouring 
.hunger, proceeded, in her fury, to. the most unheard-of 
crimes. Stifling in her heart the cry of nature, she tore 
from her bosom the infant she was supporting with her milk, 
and, casting upon the innocent babe fierce and terrible 
glances, “ TJnhappy little wretch!” exclaimed she, “ why 
wast thou born amidst war, famine, and seditious tumult ? 
Why dost thou still live ? What fate awaits thee — servi- 
tude ? No ; famine prevents it ; and the implacable tyrants 
who oppress us are still more to be dreaded than either the 
one or the other. Die, then 1 and be food for thy famished 
mother!” At these words, the maddened parent slaugh- 
tered her child, cooked it, ate part of it, and carefully con- 
cealed the rest. The mob, attracted by the odour of this 
abhorrent feast, rushed in from all parts, and threatened to . 
kill the woman if she did not instantly show them the food 
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extinguishing it. The excited soldier only thought of com- 
pleting his work, and, with another brand, defeated the 
wishes and endeavours of his general : the flames consumed, 
everything, and this famous temple was reduced to ashes in 
the second year of the reign of Vespasian. The Homans 
made a great carnage ; but tho revoltcrs, by a fresh attack, 
retarded their destruction for a short time, and took up 
cantonments in the city, and in the three towers; Hippicos, 
Phazael, and Mariamuc. Tho conquerors prepared to 
besiege them, but, at the sight of the machines, the revoltcrs 
became intimidated, and sought for safety in precipitate 
flight, leaving the Homans masters of everything : they 
plundered the city, killed tens of thousands of the inhabi- 
tants, and spread flame and destruction in all quarters. 
Titus was declared imperator, an august title, which ho 
richly merited by his valour and generalship : ho entered 
Jerusalem in triumph, and admired the beauty and solidity 
of the fortifications, but, with tho exception of tho threo 
towers, he caused them all to be destroyed. The accounts 
given by some historians of the numbers of the slain and 
the prisoners appear to us incredible ; one statement avers 
that there were eleven hundred thousand of the former, and 
ninety-seven thousand of the latter.* John was found con- 
cealed in one of the city r sewers, and was condemned to 
perpetual imprisonment by the Homans. Simon was forced 
to surrender*, after a valiant defence ; he formed part of the 
triumph of the victor, and was afterwards publicly executed 
at Home. . Eleazar, who retired to an untenable fortress, 
destroyed himself. Jerusalem,' which yielded in magnifi- 
cence to no city of Asia — which Jeremiah styles tho admi- 
rable city, and" David esteems the most glorious and most 
illustrious city of the JEast, was thus, in" the seventietli year 
of the Christian era, razed to the ground, and presented 
nothing but a heap of stones. The emperor Adrian after- 
wards destroyed even its ruins, and caused another city to 
be built, with the name of JElia, from his own, so that there 
should be nothing left of the ancient Jerusalem. Christians 
and J ews were equally banished from it ; paganism exalted 
its idols, and Jupiter and- Venus had altars upon the tomb 
of Christ. Amidst such reverses, the city of David was 
nearly forgotten, when Constantine restored its name, re- 
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can raise rashly made, or uneven ; nor do they all abide in 
it, nor do those that are in it take their places at random ; 
but if it happens that the ground is uneven, it is first 
levelled: their camp is four-square by measure, and car- 
penters are ready in great numbers with their tools, to erect 
their buildings for them.” 

Such was the si/slem of the great “ nation of the sword,” 
diilering, perhaps, but little, except in the scale upon which 
it operated, from that of Sparta. The machines employed 
by theRomans were the artificial tower, with its drawbridges, 
ca tap ult se, holistic, and rams ; the weapons — javelins, darts, 
arrows, pikes, stones, swords, and daggers, with the shield 
or buckler. 


EIGHTH SIEGE, A.D. 613. 

In the reign of Heraclius, a countless host of Persians — 
fire-worshippers — under the leadership of Sarbar, poured like 
a torrent upon Palestine, and carried their ravages to the 
gates of Jerusalem, of which they took possession. Nearly 
a hundred thousand Christians perished on this occasion : 
the great eastern inundations of hordes of barbarous con- 
querors, being always effected by numbers, necessarily 
produce an amount of carnage in the vanquished which is 
sometimes staggering to our belief. But the loss most felt 
by the Christians, was that of the holy cross, which the 
conqueror carried away with him, in a case sealed with the 
seal of Zacchariah, then Patriarch of Jerusalem. The Holy 
Sepulchre and the churches were given up to the flames. 

NINTH SIEGE, A.D. 635. 

The Roman emperor soon regained possession of the 
■city ; but scarcely was it beginning to recover the shock sus- 
tained from the fire-worshippers, when it became the prey of 
a much more powerful race of fanatics. In 635, the Saracens, 
under the command of Khaled, the most redoubtable general 
of Arabia, laid siege to it. The first attack lasted ten days, 
and the Christians defended themselves with heroic courage. 
During four months, every day brought its sanguinary con- 
flict ; but at length, the unfortunate citizens, being without 
hope of succour, yielded to the perseverance of the IVIussul- 
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of four hundred years, during which it had passed from tlio 
hands of the Saracens to those of the Sehljouo Turks, Jeru- 
salem, a Mahometan city, was beleaguered by the great 
baud of Christian adventurers who had left Europe for the 
express purpose of delivering it. This is not the place to 
dilate upon the subject of tho Crusades ; it is our business 
to describe some of tho sieges to which they gave rise. 

Most readers nro acquainted with the calamities of 
various kinds which the Christians had to endure before 
they could set an army down beneath the walls of this great 
object of their enterprise. We shall take our account of 
this awful struggle from tho pages of a highly-accredited 
historian, satisfied that no effort of our own could make it 
more interesting or instructive. 

With the earliest dawn, on the 10th of June, 1009, tho 
Crusaders ascended tho -heights of Emmaus. All at onco 
the Holy City lay before them. We can compare the cry 
of the Crusaders, at this sight, to nothing but that of 
“Land! land!” uttered by the companions of Columbus 
when they completed their great discovery. “ Jerusalem ! 
Jerusalem ! ” was shouted from every lip, but was soon 
repeated with bated breath and bended knee, when all that 
belonged to that city recurred to the minds of the brave 
adventurers. The rear ranks rushed through tlioso that- 
preceded them, to behold the long-desired object, and their 
war-cry, “ God wills it! God wills it!” re-echoed from the 
Hill of Sion to tho Mount of Olives. Tho horsemen 
alighted humbly from their steeds, and walked barefoot. 
Some cast themselves upon their knees, whilst others kissed 
the earth rendered sacred by the presence of the Saviour. 
In their transports they passed from joy to sorrow, from 
sorrow to joy. At one moment they congratulated each 
other at approaching the great end of their labours ; in the 
next they wept over their sins, over the death of Christ, and 
over his profaned tomb ; but all united in repeating the 
oath they had so many times made, of delivering the city 
from the sacrilegious yoke of the Mussulmans. 

At the time of the Crusades, Jerusalem formed, as it does 
now, a square, rather longer than broad, of a league in cir- 
cumference. It extended over four hills : on the east the 
Moriah, upon which the mosaue of Omar had been built in 
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advancing without order, and descended the heights of 
Einmaus, singing the words of Isaiah — “ Jerusalem, lift up 
thine eyes, and behold the liberator who comcth to break thy 
chains !” 

On the day after their arrival, the Crusaders formed tho 
siege of the place. The Duke of Normandy, the Count of 
Slanders, and Tancred, encamped upon the north, from tho 
gate of Herod to the gate of iSedar, or St. Stephen. Next 
to these S'lemings, Normans, and Italians, were placed the 
English, commanded by Edgar Atheling ; and the Bretons, 
led by their duke, Alain Eergent, the Sire de Chateau 
Giron, and the Yiscouut de Dinan. Godfrey, Eustache, and 
Baldwin dn Bourg, established their quarters between the 
west and the north, around the extent of Calvary, from the 
gate of Damascus to the gate of Jaffa. The Count of 
Toulouse planted his camp to the right of Godfrey, be- 
tween the south and the west ; he had next him Baimbard 
of Orange, "William de Montpellier, and Gaston de Bearn: 
his troops extended at first along the declivity of Sion, but 
a few days after he erected his tents upon the top of the 
mountain, at the very spot where Christ celebrated the 
Passover with his disciples. By these dispositions the Cru- 
saders left free the sides of the city which were defended, 
on the south by the valley of Gihon, or Siloe, and towards 
the east by the valley of Josaphat. 

Every step around Jerusalem recalled to the pilgrims 
some remembrance dear t - ) their religion. This territory, 
so revered by the Christians, had neither valley nor rock 
which had not a name in sacred history. Everything they 
saw awakened or warmed their imagination. But that 
which most inflamed the zeal of the Crusaders for the 
deliverance of the city, was the arrival among them of a 
great number of Christians, who, deprived of their property 
and driven from their houses, came to seek succour and an 
asylum amidst their brethren of the West. These Christians 
described the persecutions which the worshippers of Christ 
had undergone at the hands of the Mussulmans. The 
women, children, and old men were detained as hostages ; 
all who were able to bear arms were condemned to labour 
exceeding their strength. The head of the principal hospital 
for pilgrims, together with a great number of Christians, 
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Baldwin du Bourg, established their quarters between the 
west and the north, around the extent of Calvary, from the 
gate of Damascus to the gate of Jafhi. The Count uf 
Toulouse planted his camp to the right of Godfrey, be- 
tween the south and the west; lie had next him Knimimrd 
of Orange, William de Montpellier, and Gaston d«r 1C am : 
his troops extended at first along the declivity of Sion, but 
a few days after he erected his tents upon the top of the 
mountain, at the very spot where Christ celebrated the 
Passover with his disciples. By these dispositions the Cru- 
saders left free the sides of the city which were defended, 
on the south by the valley of Gihou, or Hiloe, and towards 
the east by the valley of Josaphat. 

Every step around Jerusalem recalled to the pilgrims 
line remembrance dear tj their religion. This terrkorv, 
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beneatli their Wows, but tlio interior wall presented mi 
invincible object. Escalade was the only means lel't. This 
bold method was attempted, although- they could only lind 
one ladder long enough to reach the top of the walls. The 
bravest mounted it, and 1‘onght hand to hand with the 
Saracens, who were astonished at such audacity. The 
Crusaders would most probably have entered Jerusalem 
that very day, it’ they had had the necessary war instruments 
and machines ; but the small number who were ablo to 
attain the top of the walls could not maintain themselves 
there. Bravery was useless; Heaven did not accord the 
miracles promised by the hermit, and the Saracens at length 
forced the assailants to retreat. 

The Christians returned to their camp, deploring their 
imprudence and their credulity. This first reverse taught 
them that they could not reckon upon prodigies, and that 
they must, before they could expect to succeed, construct 
some machines of war. But it was difficult to procure the 
necessary wood in a country which presented nothing but 
barren sand and arid rocks. Several detachments were sent 
to search for wood in the neighbouring plains. Chance led 
them to the discovery of some immense beams in the depths 
of a cavern, and Tancred had them transported to the camp. 
They demolished all the houses and churches that had 
escaped the flames ; and every stick of wood that the 
Saracens had not destroyed, was employed in the construction 
of the machines. Notwithstanding the discoveries, the work 
did not keep pace, with the impatience of the Crusaders, or 
prevent the evils which threatened the Christian army. The 
great summer heats commenced at the very time the pilgrims 
arrived before Jerusalem. A blazing sun, and southern 
winds laden with the sands of the desert, heated the atmo- 
sphere to an intolerable degree. Plants and animals perished ; 
the torrent of Cedron was dried up ; all the cisterns around 
were either choked or poisoned. Beneath a sky of lire, 
in a burning and arid country, the Christian army soon 
found itself a prey to all the horrors of thirst. 

The fountain of Siloe, which only flowed at intervals, 
could not suffice for the multitude of pilgrims. A skin of 
fetid water, fetched three leagues, was worth two silver 
denier s. Overcome by thirst and heat,, the soldiers wero 



;on'pjuoa soimana Jioq; ;nq; OAOtpq jpu ‘osiAiOJfli ‘;q8ttn 
Fii«nqnssnj\[ ’ 3i[j ■euoacjug oq; Suoutc jojjo; pojidsui 
jp;s ouojn ounm jpq; 'e«oi;sip jiaq; ;noj3 jDAOAioq ‘puu 
‘s’jtoplxo Jioq; jo oouwqmouioi oq; Aq popuojop ojoai jo;;c; 
oq; ;nq i WDpvsruQ oq; joao poqduinu; A'psna o.vuq ppiOAV 
A'oq; ‘oi;jos p3;utds v opnut aaq; pr’q poSoteoq oq; jj 
"pooj jo Ksajaiw raaq; opcui ojtnmp oq; jo pnn -jsjiq; 
jo s;«oq oq; sjo ;q2noq; jo paAtawad A'pajuas euav autuivj 
;cq; ‘ojqtqjoddnsut oa euav ja;uAi jo ;uuav eqx \io;uaa 
/ ppnin v joj ‘punq m pjoAts ‘2nipua;noa esojq aq; 

jo EJoipps oq; 033 o; uouiuiooun ;ou suav ;t pun ‘aoaanBos 
-noo ut osoju BtaJJunb quoiox^ SuiqocoJtldc Jtaq; opnq 
-joj jo ‘saotunauioo stq uiojj ;t pajcaouoa oq ‘qods poprqoas 
w nr ujojsij v jo Suuda v pajoAojstp tnriSpd v uaqAL 
•jCqiaqq jtaq; jo boat; aiaqq Jaqqia ;so; puu ‘suaanjug aq; jo 
eapuDsnquin oq; o;ut paj ‘/tiuu oq; uiojj juj oo; 3urjapuuAv 
*asaq; jo ‘Oauapira on puq qatijAi Eapnqs Suqooa jo 

8auds u jo qajuas ut /j;unoo oq; qnoqc saApsuiaq; paSSwp 
uaipjiqo pun uaniOAi' oq; ‘/josiui piiauaS jo o;n;s siq; uj 

„*;sjtq; jo paip pun ‘[[tav qn Xuaiu japunw 
o; poA\o|pj QjaAi jfoq; isoJtiqcoja pnap "/a era os jo unq; 
raaq; jo uaqnq qunooan oaora on suai oaaq; ‘uapjnq jo sqsnaq 
oq; o; ey -eqqSnnjp enotdoo q;m sasjoq Jtaq; Xjst;ns <£pao 
pjnoa naraosjoq eq; ;nq u ipiAi jpsunq quojnoo pjnoo 

joipjos qooj oq; iuoraasjoq oq; joj bc GJatpjos qooj oq; 
joj quaaS os qou guai „ ‘ojXj jo m«qpAV J° Jo;u;buuj; p [0 
oq; eXus „‘;sjjq; oiuaj;ro Giq; jo jauS aqx „ 'E{apyui oq; 
uiojj pautnqqo Bajnsnaj; oq; ja;nAA joj paSanqaxo /prp raaq; 
jo ifucui pun 5 pajajjus iuun oq; qoiqAX japun oSinoos oq; 
uiojj qduioxo qaadsaj ou ut OJaav suojuq puu s;q8tuq oqx 

•jotpj joj aomajj ojojdaii o; q;Suoj;s ua.xo 
SaiAcq qnoq;tu. ‘s;ua; Jtaq; japun paqstnSuiq qsnqoj qsoui 
eq; Xnp oq; jo ;naq oq; Suijuq; 'Aiap q;iAi paaaAoo ojoa^ 
qojqji sajqjntu oq; o; edq Suiujnq Jtaq; Suiuji/ uaos aq o; 
0J3AX Xaq; Smujoui XjaAg; 'uiuj jo sdojp otuoe jo Bsouqsojj 
|0 ooaSap otaos Souq p;noAi joq;o aq; jo ouo at;; jo Tun;aJ 
oq; ;nq; odoq pa;utoddcsrp-jaAO oq; ut ‘UAinp joj po;und 
*;qStu oq; Snunp pun i ;q2;u joj poqoo; /[srtopiun Xoq; 
*£up oq; SaijnQ; *fidi[ paqbjcd Jtaq; o; sapi;jud piumq aq; 
SuiXuno XjjoSco pun ‘q;ano paujn;'A;qeajj oq; o;ut spuntf 
jtaq; Stipsnjq; ‘epjo.it s Jioq; q;rAi ;ios oq; SutSSip uaos 

r.e 


•iaoiBin ao saoais itshd 



Jerusalem:. 


33 


long resisb tlic double scourge of hunger and thirst. In 
fact, their situation became so dreadful, that the object of 
their enterprise was lost to their minds; they not only 
forgot the Holy City, but their God. And then came 
thoughts of the homes they had left ; and many, deserting 
the colours they had fought so bravely under, lied away to 
the ports of Palestine and Syria, to watch for an oppor- 
tunity of returning to Europe. 

The leaders were fully aware there was no other remedy 
for the ills they laboured under bub the capture of Jeru- 
salem ; but the labours of the siege went on slowly ; they 
had not yet enough wood for the construction of machines ; 
they wanted labourers and the necessary implements. We 
cannot help being here struck with the difference between 
an army governed by one strong mind and will, and one 
under fifty commanders, as this of the Crusaders was. 
When Titus wanted a wall built round the city, his legions 
did it in three days ; the Crusaders complained of scarcity 
of labourers for the erection of a few machines. Erom the 
first Crusade to the last, this was the cause of failure ; 
.every captain was a private adventurer ; he acknowledged 
no sovereign commander, and was at all times governed by 
what he thought to be his own private interests : there was 
scarcely ever any unity of view or action. 

The wisest and the bravest, in such a critical situation, 
were beginning to despair of the success of the holy enter- 
prise, when they were cheered by a succour as welcome as 
it was unexpected. They learned that a Genoese fleet had 
entered the port of Joppa, laden with provisions and muni- 
tions of all kinds. This news spread joy throughout the 
Christian army ; a body of three hundred men left the camp 
to go and meet the convoy, which Heaven appeared to have 
sent to the Crusaders in their misery. The detachment, 
after having beaten the Saracens they met with on their 
passage, entered the city of Joppa, which had been aban- 
doned by its inhabitants, and was occupied by the Genoese 
The Crusaders learnt that the Genoese fleet had been sur- 
prised and burnt by that of the Saracens, but that they had 
had time to secure the provisions, and a great number oJ 
implements and tools. All that was saved was safely con- 
veyed to the camp ; and it afforded the Crusaders additional 
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besieged city ; on the top was a species of drawbridge, which 
could be lowered on to the ramparts and form a road into 
the place. 

. But these powerful means of attack were not the only 
ones which were to second the efforts of the Crusaders. 
The religious enthusiasm which had already performed such 
prodigies, again lent its influence to augment their ardour 
and confidence in victory. The clergy, spreading themselves 
through the quarters, exhorted the pilgrims to penitence and 
concord. Misery, 'which always gives birth to complaints 
and murmurs, had soured their hearts ; it had sown divi- 
sions between the leaders and the soldiers, who at other 
times had quarrelled for cities and treasures, but for whom 
now things the most common had become objects of jealousy 
and strife. The solitary from the Mount of Olives added 
his exhortations to those of the clergy ; and, addressing the 
princes and people, — “You who are come,” said he, “ from 
the far regions of the "West to worship the God of armies, 
love each other like brethren, and sanctify yourselves by 
repentance and good works. If you obey the laws of God, 
He will render you masters of the holy city ; if you resist 
Him, all His anger will ,fall upon you.” The solitary ad- 
vised the Crusaders to make the tour of Jerusalem, invoking 
the mercy and protection of Heaven. 

The pilgrims, persuaded that the gates of- the city were 
not less likely to open to devotion than bravery, listened 
with docility to the exhortations of the hermit, whose coun- 
sel they conceived to be the language of God himself. After 
a rigorous fast of three days, they left their quarters, in 
airms, and marched barefooted, with, heads uncovered, 
around the walls of the holy city. They were preceded by 
their priests clothed in white, bearing the images of saints, 
and singing psalms and spiritual songs; the' ensigns were 
unfurled, and the drums and trumpets called the echoes from 
the hills and valleys. It was thus the Hebrews had for- 
• merly made the tour of Jericho, whose walls crumbled away 
at the sound of their instruments. 

The Crusaders set out from the valley of Eephraim, which 
is opposite Calvary ; they advanced towards the north, and, 
on entering the valley of Josophat, saluted the tomb3 of 
Mary, St. Stephen, and the first elect of God. Whilst con- 
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redemption of your sins.” At these words, the eenobito 
was interrupted by the cries and groans of indignation which 
arose on all .parts around him. “ Yes, I swear by your 
piety,” continued the orator, “ I swear by your arms, the 
reign of the impious draws near to its end. The army of the 
Lord has only to appear, and all that vain mass of Mussul- 
mans will fade away like a shadow. To-day full of pride 
and insolence, to-morrow they will be frozen with terror, 
and will fall motionless before you, as did the guardians of 
the sepulchre, who felt their weapons escape from their 
hands, and sunk dead with fear when an earthquake an- 
nounced the presence of a God upon Calvary, where you 
are about to mount to the breach. Yet a few moments, and 
those towers — the last bulwarks of the infidels — will be the 
asylum of Christians ; those mosques, which rise upon Chris- 
tian ruins, will serve as temples to the true God, and Jeru- 
salem will once again listen to nothing but the praises of 
the Lord.” 

At these last words of Peter, the most lively transports 
burst from the Crusaders ; they embraced again and again, 
with tears pouring down their embrowned cheeks, exhorting 
each other to support the evils and fatigues of which they 
were about to receive the glorious reward. The Christians 
then came down from the Mount of Olives to return to their 
camp, and, taking their route towards the south, saluted on 
their right the tomb of David, and passed close to the Pool 
of Siloe, where Christ restored sight to the blind ; they per- 
ceived at a distance the ruins of the palace of Juda, and 
marched along the declivity of Mount Sion, where other 
remembrances added to their enthusiasm. Towards evening, 
the Christian army regained their quarters, repeating the 
words of the prophet, — “ They of the West shall fear the 
Lord , and they of the East "shall hehold Sis glory T "When 
they had re-entered the camp, most of the pilgrims passed 
the night in prayer ; the leaders and the soldiers confessed 
their sins at the feet of. their priests, and received their 
God, whose promises filled them with confidence and 
. hope. 

Whilst matters were going on thus in the camp, the most 
profound silence reigned around the walls of Jerusalem, 
only broken bv the voices issuing from hour to hour from 
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of people instantly flocked to the aid of tlio soldiers, — a 
shower of darts and arrows from the ramparts producing no 
effect upon the ardour and zeal of the labourers. At length, 
by the end of the third da} r , all was completed, and the 
leaders gave the signal for a general assault. 

On Thursday, the 14th of July, 1099, as soon as duy 
appeared, the clarions resounded in the camp of the Chris- 
tians ; all the Crusaders flew to arms; all the machines were 
put in motion at once ; pedereros and maugonnels vomited a 
shower of stones against the enemy ; whilst, protected by 
the tortoises and covered galleries, the rams were brought 
up close to the walls. The archers and cross-bowmen kept 
up a continuous discharge at the ramparts, whilst the bravest, 
covered with their bucklers, planted ladders in places where 
the walls appeared most assailable. On the south, the east, 
and the north of the city, the three rolling towers advanced 
towards the ramparts, amidst tumultuous noise, and the 
shouts of the workmen and soldiers. Godfrey appeared 
upon the highest platform of his wooden fortress, accom- 
panied by his brother Eustache, and Baldwin du Bourg. 
He animated his men by his example; every javelin he 
hurled, say the historians of the times, carried death to a 
Saracen. Baymond, Tancred, the Duke of Normandy, and 
the Count of Plunders fought amongst their soldiers; the 
knights and men-at-arms were animated by the same ardour 
as the principal leaders, and eagerly sought every point 
where danger threatened most. 

- Nothing could equal the fury of the first charge of the 
Christians, but it everywhere met with an obstinate resist- 
ance. Arrows, javelins, boiling oil, the Greek fire, and 
fourteen machines, which the besieged had had time to 
oppose to those of their enemies, repelled on all sides the 
attack and the efforts of the assailants. The infidels, issuing 
by a breach made in their rampart, attempted to burn the 
machines of the besiegers, and spread disorder throughout 
the Christian army. Towards the end of the day the towers 
of Godfrey and Tancred could not be made to move ; Bay- 
mond’s had sunk into ruins. The combat had lasted twelve 
hours without victory appearing to be at all inclined 
iuvour the Crusaders ; — night separated the coin 
The Christians returned to their camp, trembling 
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machines to those of the Mussulmans ; he had to contend 
with the Emir of Jerusalem, who animated his troops by 
his words, and showed himself upon the walls, surrounded 
by the elite of the Egyptian soldiery. Towards tho north, 
Tailored and the two .Roberts appeared at the head of their 
battalions. Motionless upon their rolling fortress, they 
looked impatient to be wielding lance and sword. Already 
their rams had, upon several points, shaken the wall, 
behind which tho Saracens closed their ranks, and pre- 
sented themselves as a last rampart to the attack of tho 
Crusaders. 

In the midst of the combat, say the historians, two female 
magicians appeared upon the ramparts of the city, appealing 
to the elements and the powers of hell. They were not 
ablo to avoid the death they invoked upon the Christians, 
and fell beneath a shower of arrows and stones. Two 
Egyptian emissaries, who had come from Asealon to exhort 
the besieged to defend themselves, were surprised by tho 
Crusaders as they were seeking to obtain entraneo into tho 
city. One of them fell, covered with wounds ; tho other, 
after having revealed the secret of Ins mission, was launched, 
by means of a machine, on to tho ramparts where tho 
Saracens were lighting. 

The combat had lasted half the day, without the Cru- 
saders being able to entertain any hope of penetrating into 
the place. All their machines wero on lire ; they wanted 
water*, but more particularly vinegar, which alone had the 
power to extinguish the kind of lire launched at them by 
the besieged. In vain the bravest exposed themselves to 
the greatest dangers, to prevent the destruction of' all the. 
wooden machines and the rams ; they fell, buried under the 
ruins, and the raging flames devoured even their bucklers 
and their vestments. Many of the most intrepid warriors 
had found death at the foot of the ramparts ; a great 
number of those mounted on the towers had been placed 
hors de combat; others, covered with sweat and dust, 
smothered with heat, and staggering under the weight of 
their armour, began to lose courage. The Saracens, who 
perceived this, uttered loud cries of joy. In their blas- 
phemies, they reproaching the Christians with adoring a 
God who was not able to help them. The assailants de- 
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heroes follow them closely ; some enter by a half-open 
breach, others scale the walls with ladders, many spring 
from the wooden towers. The Mussulmans ily on all sides, 
and Jerusalem resounds with the victory-cry of the Cru- 
saders, God wills it ! God wills it ! The companions of 
Godfrey aud Tailored hew down the gate of St. Stephen 
with axes, and the city lies open to the crowd of Crusaders, 
who press upon each other, and dispute the honour of 
indicting the last blow upon the infidels. 

Raymond alone met with some resistance. Made aware 
of the victory of the Christians by the cries of the Mussul- 
mans, the clash of arms, and the tumult from the interior of 
the city, he roused the courage of his soldiers. These brave 
men, impatient to join their companions, abandoned their 
tower and their machines, which they could no longer move. 
They planted their ladders, and sticking their swords into 
the walls as steps, they mounted to the ramparts ; they were 
preceded by the Count de Toulouse, Raymond Pelet, the 
Bishop of Bira, the Count de Die, and William de Sabran. 
Nothing could now stop them ; they dispersed the Saracens, 
who, with their Emir, Hew for refuge to the fortress of 
David; aud soon all the Crusaders in Jerusalem met toge- 
ther, embraced, wept with joy, and gave all their attention 
to securiug their victory. 

In the mean time despair had for a moment rallied the 
bravest of the Saracens ; they fell with impetuosity upon 
the Christians, who were advancing in disorder, bent upon 
pillage. The latter were beginning to give way before tho 
enemy they had conquered, when Evrard de Preysaie, whoso 
bravery Ralph of Caen has celebrated, revived the courage 
of his companions, placed himself at their head, and once 
more carried terror among the infidels. From that moment 
the Crusaders had no longer an enemy to contend with. 

History has remarked that the Christians entered Jeru- 
salem on a Friday, at three o’clock in the afternoon, which 
was the day and the hour at which Christ expired for the 
salvation of mankind. This memorable epoch ought to have 
recalled to their hearts a feeling of mercy ; but, irritated by 
the menaces and long insults of the Saracens, - ..'"'rated, 

by the various ills they had undergone dun" ~ 
the resistance they hud met with, even 
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titude and joy. They appeared to consider no one among 
the Crusaders but him ; they recalled his words and his 
promises ; it was to him they addressed their songs of 
praise; it was him they proclaimed their liberator; they 
related to him all they had suffered during his absence; 
they could scarcely believe that he stood before them ; and, 
in their enthusiasm, they expressed astonishment that God 
should have employed one man alone to rouse so many 
nations and effect such prodigies. 

The sight of the brethren they had delivered, no doubt, 
reminded the pilgrims that they had come for the purpose 
of worshipping the tomb of Jesus Christ. The pious 
Godfrey, who had abstained from slaughter as soon as the 
victory was certain, quitted his companions, and, followed 
by two attendants, repaired, without arms and barefoot, to 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. The news of this pur- 
pose of devotion soon spread through the Christian army, 
and immediately all fury, all vengeance, were appeased ; the 
Crusaders, stripping off their blood-stained vestments, made 
Jerusalem resound with their sobs and groans, and, led by 
the clergy, they marched in a body, barefoot and with 
uncovered heads, towards the Church of the Resurrection. 

"When the Christian army was thus assembled upon 
Calvary, night began to fall ; silence - reigned in the public 
places and upon the ramparts ; nothing was to be heard in 
the Holy City -but .canticles of penitence, and the words of 
Isaiah, “ You who love Jerusalem, rejoice you with her!" 
The Crusaders evinced so much devotion that, according to 
the remark of a modern historian, it might be thought that 
these men who had just taken a city by assault, and com- 
mitted a horrible carnage, really came from a long retreat 
and a profound meditation upon religious mysteries. These 
inexplicable contrasts are often remarked in the history of 
the Crusades. Some writers have fancied they found in 
them a pretext for an accusation against the Christian 
religion ; others, not less blind or less prejudiced, attempt 
to excuse the deplorable excesses of fanaticism : the impar- 
tial historian is satisfied with relating them, and sighs in 
silence over the weaknesses of human nature. 

Resides, this pious fervour was soon burnt out, and only 
suspended the scenes of carnage for awhile ; policy and 
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bread one. it would have very much inercacd rho dillieuhies 
of the bcMvgers. Uhjee;.' in themn.'hv:> apparently uncon- 
nected with the art of war, ;ivm to have been freely ramie 
me of; boiling oil, nu ked pitch, and huge beams were hail 
vc comae to by the be.dcged. We li'wwi. c bear of the 
Caxvk tire, but there are no’,. «.,> many miracle.} attached to 
ita c lie eta us in .-ome sieges, The Asiatic.} despised no 
natural mean.' of defence, that ottered thcm.-elves; m one of 
tlm minor sieges of the t’rmude*, they adopted a very inge- 
nious and effective moth* of annoyance. The country round 
vv;b famous for the production of honey, and the citi/.cna 
had va.it apiaries. When the ladder.-} were planted, and 
the Crusaders commenced the n.-xmll, the inhabitant:} 
brought all the boo-hives they could collect, and precipi- 
tated them and their swarms of little armed warrior;} amid.it 
the assailing host. The cdect may be more easily ima- 
gined than described. 

ELEVENTH SIEGE, A.L). US?. 

The siege we have last described gave birth to one of the 
.shortest-lived and mo.it troublous monarchies that is to be 
found in the pages of history. One or two good monarch* 
are met with in its short annals of eighty-eight years, the 
rest were either wicked or imbecile, and only hastened the 
full which naturally attended its peculiar construction and 
existence. The state of Jerusalem when the errors of its 
rulers brought upon it the vengeance of ISaladin — perhaps 
the greatest man that ever figured in the East, — was dis- 
graceful beyond description ; the two great principles which 
really drew the Crusaders from their homes , — military glory 
and cupidity , during the few years of this kingdom upon 
which all the world was supposed to have its attention fixed, 
— were in constant operation to precipitate its downfall. 
The stormy passions, inseparable from a feudal government, 
had weakened all the resources of the nominal government. 
The king was a shadow, totally without power : he could 
neither avenge his own injuries, nor those of either tho 
state or religion. "Want of bravery was tho only crime ho 
could punish : because cowards found no patrons amongst 
the barons : they were useless to them, and they were heed- 
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'iVa.i a ti.-piio of we.akuo;- ju-rhdy, and occ.i.donul in.- .mo 
r.v!ua-?j ; they were under no .-tr-mg-hamled *»r prudent, 
government, they ahu.ved theuwelvv s subject to no mma! 
restraint:-. 

Politic, brave, cool, but severe when provoked, S.d.uiin wa » 
the la.it man the Christian.* should have made an riu-mv oh 


Irritated by their total want of g<-u.i faith, and their j or- 
peiual invasions;} of hi a territory when they thought, in- was 
distant or engaged with other object.*, Su? at length deter- 
mined to subdue them, and that cfieelualiy, by taking their 
capital city. 

After gaining the sanguinary battle of Tiberias, and 
taking every city in Palestine before which ho thought it 
worth his while to sit down, the victorious Sultan advanced 
towards Jerusalem. The moment appeared to be come at 
which this religiously important city mu.it fall again into the 
power of the Mussulmans, and they implored .Mahomet to 
grant this crowning triumph to the arms of Saiadin. After 
having taken Gaza, and several fortresses in the neigbour- 
hood, the Sultan collected his whole army and surrounded 
the holy city. A queen in tears, the children of the war- 
riors killed at the battle of Tiberias, a few fugitive soldiers, 
and some pilgrims recently arrived from the West, were the 
only guardians of the Holy Sepulchre. A great number of 
Christian families who had left the devastated provinces of 
Palestine filled tho city ; but, far from bringing it any 
assistance, they only served to augment the trouble and 
consternation. * 


'When close to tho walls, Saladin summoned beforo him 
the principal inhabitants, and said to them : “ I know, as 
well as you do, that Jerusalem is the house of God, and I 
do not wish to profane its sanctity by tho effusion of blood : 
abandon its walls, and X will give up to you a part of my 
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ramparts which extend from the gate of Josophafe to that of 
St. Stephen. The bravest of the citizens made a sortie, and 
endeavoured to destroy the machines and works of the be- 
siegers, encouraging each other by repeating the words of 
Scripture , — “A single one of us will put ten infidels to 
flight ; and ten will scatter ten thousand .” They performed 
prodigies of valour, but they could not retard the progress 
of the siege ; repulsed by the Saracens, they slowly retired 
to the city, whither their return brought discouragement and 
terror. The towers and ramparts seemed ready to fall at 
the iirsb assault. Despair then seized upon the inhabitants, 
who saw before them no defenco bub tears and prayers. 
Instead of dying to arms, the soldiers ran to the churches ; 
the promise of a hundred pieces of gold could not detain 
them one night on the threatened ramparts. The clergy 
made processions through tho streets, to invoke the assist- 
ance of Heaven ; somo beat their breasts with stones, 
others lacerated their bodies with scourges, crying Mercy ! 
mercy! Nothing was heard in Jerusalem but groans ; “ hut 
our Sir Jesus Christ ,” says an old chronicle, “would not 
listen to them ; for the luxury and impurity which were in 
the city did not allow orisons or prayers to mount zip before 
God.” The despair of the inhabitants inspired them with a 
thousand contrary projects at once : sometimes they formed 
the resolution of leaving the city, and seeking a glorious 
death in the ranks of the infidels : at others, they placed all 
their hopes in the clemency of Saladin. 

Amongst the general trouble and agitation, the Greek 
and Syrian Christians, and the Melchite Christians, endured 
with much pain the authority of the Latins, and laid to 
their charge all the misfortunes of the war. A plot was 
discovered, in which they had resolved to deliver Jerusalem 
to the Mussulmans : this discovery increased the general 
alarm, and determined the principal men of the city to ask 
a capitulation, of Saladin. Accompanied by Baleau dTbelin, 
they went to propose to the Sultan to give up the place 
upon the conditions he had offered before tbe siege. But 
Saladin remembered that be bad sworn to take the city by 
assault, and to put all the inhabitants to the sword. He 
sent back the deputies without giving them any hope; 
Baleau d’lbelin returned to him several times, renewed his 
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This circumstance, which might have induced Saladin to sign 
the capitulation proposed to him, did not fail to add new 
splendour to his triumph with the Mussulmans, and caused 
him to be looked upon as the favourite of the prophet. 

All the warriors in Jerusalem obtained permission to 
retire to Tyre or to Tripoli. The conqueror granted their 
lives to the inhabitants, and permitted them to purchase 
•their liberty. All Christians, with the exception of Greeks 
and Syrians, received an order to quit Jerusalem within four 
days. The ransom was fixed at ten pieces of gold for men, 
five for women, and two for children. Those who had not 
the means to purchase their freedom remained slaves. 

These conditions had at first been received with joy by the 
Christians ; but when the time arrived for their leaving 
Jerusalem, their grief at quitting the Holy Places became 
intense ; they watered the tomb of Christ with their tears, 
and reproached themselves with not having died to defend 
it ; they ran, unconsciously, from Calvary to the various 
churches they were never to see again, shedding torrents of 
tears ; they embraced each other, weeping, in the streets, and 
and deploring their fatal divisions. Such as could not pay 
their ransom, and could only leave Jerusalem as the slaves 
of the Saracens, gave themselves up to the wildest despair. 
But so great, in these deplorable moments, appeared their 
attachment to a religion whose precepts in happier times 
they had completely neglected, that the outrages offered to 
their worship afflicted them more than their own proper 
misery. A cross of gold having been torn from the dome of 
the church of the Templars, and dragged through the 
streets by the Saracens, all the Christians burst into cries 
of grief and indignation, and, although disarmed, Jerusalem 
was on the point of rising against its conquerors. 

At last the fatal day arrived on which the Chi’istians were 
to leave Jerusalem. All the gates of the city were closed, 
except that of David, through which the Christians were to 
go out. Saladin, seated upon a lofty throne, saw all the people 
pass before him. The patriarch, followed by the clergy, 
appeared the first, bearing the sacred vases, the ornaments 
of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and treasures of which, 
says an Arabian author, God alone knows the value. The 
Queen of Jerusalem, accompanied by the barons and knights, 
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than we shall be able to afford to most others ; but wo feel 
satisfied our readers will bo pleased at being made acquainted 
with as many particulars as possible regarding a city which 
occupies so prominent a place in the religious and civil 
history of the world. AVo were fortunate, likewise, in 
having an historian * to refer to who had devoted great 
part of his life and his superior talents to the history of the 
wars of which the two latter sieges form a part. AVA have 
adopted, in the sieges of Jerusalem, the plan wo shall follow 
in other cases; we have given the sieges in one series, 
thinking that the best way to impress the general history of 
the places in young minds, as likewise of showing, by some- 
thing like a consecutive account, the causes ot wars, defeats, 
and successes. 


SAMARIA. 

SWABIA, the capital of the kingdom of Israel, and the 
rival of Jerusalem, sustained several memorable sieges. 
Adad, King of Syria, entered into Palestine in the reign of 
Achab, and encamped before the walls of Samaria. Ho soon 
reduced the city to the last extremity. Adad, reckoning 
upon the certainty of conquering the states of Achab, olfered 
that king peace upon the conditions of his giving up his 
treasures, his wives, and his children. Achab, being without 
resource, consented to his demands ; but on the morrow, 
Adad having added propositions still more hard, the king 
resolved to defend himself to the last. At the moment 
Adad thought victory within his grasp, the footmen of the 
Prince of Israel advanced, attacked his vanguard, killed 
many of them, and pursued the rest to the camp. Achab 
with his troops fell upon the infidels, put them to flight, and 
enriched himself with their spoils. — A.C. 907. 

SECOND SIEGE, A.C. 90G. 

The following year Adad returned into Palestine with a 
more formidable army. Achab marched to meet him, and 
gave him battle. The Syrians were routed, and lost, it is 
said, a hundred thousand men. Adad was made prisoner. 

* Michaud’s “ Hist, des Crusades." 
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advancing, had taken to flight, and left everything behind 
them. The lepers, after having satisfied their hunger, and 
put aside a great quantity of gold and silver, hastened to 
announce this happy news to the king. J oram feared it was 
a trick. At length, after being assured of the flight of the 
infidels, the people rushed in crowds to the camp, and the 
word of the prophet was fulfilled in all its circumstances. 
The king set the officer who had mocked the prophet, at 
the gate of the city, and the unfortunate man was smo- 
thered by the crowd of people, without being able to take a 
part in the unlooked-for abundance. 

FOURTH SIEGE, A.C. 721. 

Salmanazar, King of Assyria, learning that Hosea had 
made himself king of Israel, which country he considered 
tributary to his power, and wished to shake off the yoke, 
besieged Samaria, and carried it by assault after a blockade 
of three years. Hosea was made prisoner, and carried away, 
with the greater part of his subjects, into Assyria. Thus 
ended the kingdom of Israel, or of the ten tribes. 

FIFTH SIEGE, A.C. 120. 

Samaria, however, became again peopled, and continued 
to dispute precedency with Jerusalem till the government of 
Hyrcanus, son of Simon Maccabeus. This great sacrifieator 
took it by escalade, after a siege of a year, and completely 
destroyed the city and fortifications. But Herod the Great 
rebuilt it, increased its extent considerably, and named it 
Sebasta, out of compliment to Augustus 
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women produced the first siego of tho nascent city, — a viola- 
tion not only of the laws of nations, but of the laws of even 
the rudest state of nature, created its first enemies. The 
Sabines of Cures, animated by a warm desire for vengeance, 
presented themselves before Rome ; their design was to 
blockade it, when chance rendered them masters of the cita- 
del by the treachery of Tarpeia. She covenanted, as her 
reward for betraying tho capital, for what they wore on 
their arms, meaning their ornamental bracelets ; but they, 
disgusted with her action, threw their bucklers upon her and 
smothered her. After her, the roelc from which criminals 
were precipitated was called the Tarpeian,- — a proof that 
there was at least some foundation for that now disputed 
legend. The two peoples then came to close action, and 
victory remained long undecided : the Romans gavo way at 
the first charge, but were rallied by the voice of Romulus, 
and recommenced tho fight with obstinacy and success. 
The carnage was about to become horrible, when the Sabino 
women, for whose honour so much blood was being spilt, 
threw themselves between the combatants, with dishevelled 
hair, holding, in their arms the fruits of their forced mar- 
riages, and uttering piercing cries. Their voices, their tears, 
their, supplicating posture, relaxed the fury of the fight, and 
calmed the animosity of the combatants ; the Sabine women 
became mediators between their relations and their hus- 
bands., Peace was made on the condition that the two 
people should from that time be one, and that the two kings 
should reign together. , 

SECOND SIEGE. A.C, 507. 

Tar qum the Superb, not being able to recover by artifice 
the throne from which he had been expelled, sought to em- 
ploy force. He had the address to interest several neigh- 
bouring nations in his cause — when they had a chance of 
success, Rome had always plenty of enemies around her. 
Porsenna, King of Clusium, then the most powerful 
monarch of Italy, raised a numerous army in his defence, 
and laid siege to Rome. In an assault, the two consuls 
Were wounded, and the consequently disordered Romans 
fould not withstand their opponents. The. Etruscans at* 
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of the vices of the declining empire are equally instructive 
and ameliorating? "We cannot render minds we are form- 
ing too familiar with pictures of the noble and the good, nor 
keep from them too carefully representations of the wicked 
and debasing. 

THIRD SIEGE, A.C. 488. 

Caius Mareius Coriolanus, exiled from Rome by the sedi- 
tious Tribunes and by his own indomitablo pride, so far 
forgot all patriotic feelings as to engage the Volscians to 
make war against his country. Here we beg to draw the 
attention of our young readers to the very different conduct 
of Themistoclcs, his contemporary, under similar circum- 
stances. The Volscians, proud of the assistance of such a 
distinguished hero, made him their general : he took the 
field with vengeance in his heart. After a great number of 
victories, ho marched straight to Home, for the purpose of 
laying siege to it. So bold a design threw the patricians 
and the people equally into a state of the greatest alarm. 
Hatred gave way to fear : deputies were sent to Coriolanus, 
who received them with all the haughtiness of an enemy 
determined upon making his will the law. The Homan 
generals, instead of boldly meeting him in the field, exhorted 
him to grant them peace ; they conjured him to have pity on 
his country, and forget the injuries offered to ' him by the 
populace, -who were already sufficiently punished by the 
evils he had inflicted upon them. But they brought back 
nothing but the stern reply, “ that they must restore to the 
Volscians all they had taken from them, and grant them the 
right of citizenship.” Other deputies were dismissed in the 
same manner. The courage of these Romans, so proud and 
so intrepid, appeared to have passed with Coriolanus over to 
the side of the Volscians. Obedience to the laws was at an 
end ; military discipline was neglected : they took counsel 
of nothing but their fear. At length, after many tumul- 
tuous deliberations, the ministers of religion were sent to 
endeavour to bend the will of the angry compatriot. Priests, 
clothed in their sacred habiliments advanced with mournful 
steps to the camp of the Volscians, and the most venerable 
amongst them implored Coriolanus to give peace to his 
country, and, in the name of the gods, to have compassion on 
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flanks this opening left exposed. Already conquered by 
tlie terror inspired by this bold manoeuvre, which bespoke 
a people accustomed to military tactics, the wings of the 
Homan army took to flight without drawing sword, and the 
main body, bewildered by the general rout which ensued, 
took refuge in Yeii, instead of regaining Home, which 
offered them. the nearest asylum. Thousands of Homans fell 
under the sw'ord of the Gauls ; and if these people had 
marched straight to the city, instead of lingering to share 
the spoil, the Homan name would have been at an end. 
They remained three days engaged in distributing the spoil, 
and these three days saved Home, whither the fugitives bore 
the news of the disaster the army and the consuls had sus- 
tained. They rendered the republic aware of what it had 
to expect from the victorious Gauls. The Senate, in the 
general alarm, took advantage of the time the barbarians 
employed in rejoicings for their victory. jSTob finding a 
sufficient force to defend the city, they threw all the men 
capable of bearing arms into the Capitol, and sent away all 
useless mouths; the old men, women, and children took 
refuge in the nearest cities. There only remained in Home 
a few pontiffs and ancient senators, who, not being willing 
to survive either their country or its glory, generously 
devoted themselves to death, to appease, according to their 
belief, the anger of the infernal gods. These venerable 
men, in order to preserve to the last sigh the marks of 
a dignity which they believed would expire with them, put 
on their sacred vestments or their consular robes, placed 
themselves at the doors of their houses, in their ivory 
chairs, 'and awaited with firmness the decree which Destiny 
was about to pronounce on Home. Brennus arrived three 
days after his victory. Surprised at finding the gates open, 
the walls without defence, and the houses without inhabi- 
tants, he suspected some ambush or stratagem. The con- 
tinued silence and calm at length reassured him. He placed 
his points of guard ; then, whilst spreading his troops 
through the quarters of the -city, the first objects that met 
his eyes were the venerable old men who had devoted them- 
selves to death. Their splendid habits, their white beards, 
their air of grandeur and firmness, their silence even, 
astonished Brennus, and inspired a religious fear in his 
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made by the enemy, and began to cry as they do when dis- 
turbed. Manlius, a person of consular rank, flew to the 
spot, encountered the G-auls, and hurled two of them from 
the rock. The Romans were roused, and the enemy were 
driven back ; most of them either fell or were thrown from 
the precipice, and very few of the party engaged regained 
their camp. The sleepy sentinel was precipitated from the 
Capitol, and Manlius was highly rewarded. Much irritated 
at his defeat, Brennus pressed the place still more v closely, 
to augment the famine, which had begun to be felt even in 
his . camp, since Camillus had made himself master of the 
open country. An accommodation was soon proposed ; it 
was agreed that Brennus should receive a thousand pounds 
weight of gold, on condition of his raising the siege and 
leaving the lands of the republic. The gold was brought, 
but when it was to be weighed, the Gauls made use of false 
weights. The Romans complained of this ; but Brennus, 
laughing at their remonstrances, threw his sword and baldric 
into the scale, which counterpoised the gold, adding raillery 
to injustice. “Woe be to the conquered ! ” said he, in a 
. barbarous tone. At that very moment Camillus reached 
the capital, and advanced with a strong escort towards the 
place of conference. TJpon learning what had passed, “Take 
back this gold to the Capitol,” said he to the Roman depu- 
ties; “ and you, Gauls,” added he, “ retire with your weights 
and scales ; it is with steel ouly that Romans should redeem 
their country.” . The parties soon proceeded to blows ; Ca- 
millus brought up his troops, and a furious charge ensued, 
The Romans, maddened by the sight of their ruined country, 
made incredible efforts. The Gauls could not withstand 
them ; they were broken, and fled on all sides. Brennus 
rallied, them, raised the siege, and encamped a few miles' 
,from Rome. Camillus followed him with characteristic 
ardour, attacked him afresh, and defeated him. Most of 
the Gauls were either killed on the field of battle, or massa- 
cred in detail by the inhabitants of the neighbouring vil- 
lages ; so that, it is said, a single one did not remain to carry 
back to his country the news of their defeat. Thus Rome 
was saved by the valour and ability of an illustrious exile, 
who, forgetting the injustice and ingratitude of his country, 
richly merited the title of its second founder. 
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him. was, that whilst he was encamped at one of tho gates of 
the city, the Romans sent an army out of ono of tho other 
gates into Spain ; and that the very held in which he was 
encamped was sold at the samo time, without that circum- 
stance having diminished tho value of it. In order to 
avenge himself, he put up to auction the goldsmiths’ shops 
which were arouud the most public place in Romo, and then 
retired. 


SIXTH SIEGE, A.C. 87. 

"War being declared against Mithridates, king of Pontus, 
was the signal of discord between Marius and Sylla. These 
two rivals, whose animosity knew no bounds, demanded at 
the same time the command of the army. Sylla obtained it 
from the Senate, and immediately went to place himself at 
the head of his troops. Marius took advantage of his ab- 
sence, and, with the assistance of the tribune Sulpicius, 
he so excited the people against the nobles, that Sylla 
was deprived of his command which was conferred .upon 
him. Sylla, far from obeying the sentence of tho people, 
marched straight to Rome with his army, consisting of forty 
thousand men. This was the first time, since Coriolanus, 
that this great city had been besieged by one of its own 
citizens. Destitute of everything, its only defence being a 
few soldiers got together in haste by Marius, it did not 
make a long resistance. Sylla entered as an enemy ; the 
multitude mounted upon the roofs of the houses, armed 
with anything they-could lay hold of, and poured such a 
shower of stones and tiles upon the heads of his soldiers, 
that they could not advance. Sylla, forgetful of what he 
owed to his country and to himself, cried out to his men to 
set fire to the houses ; and, arming himself with a blazing 
brand, gave them the example. Marius, too weak to contend 
with his rival, abandoned to him the centre of the empire. 
The conqueror affected great moderation, prevented the 
pillage of his country, reformed the government, raised 
the authority of the Senate upon the ruins of that of the 
people, put to death Sulpicius, with. ten other senators, par- 
tisans of his rival, and embarked for Asia. 

This second absence replunged Rome into fresh mis- . 
fortunes ; the faction of the people, of which Marius was 
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empire, Rome may be said never to have been invaded by a 
foreign enemy, or by its own children in revolt. The empire 
changed masters, at times, as a conjurer shifts his balls, and 
men of all countries occupied its throne ; but, in all these 
revolutions, Home itself was held sacred. 

Alaric, lung of the Goths, entered Italy, and advanced 
towards Rome to lay siege to it. On his. route, a pious 
solitary came to throw himself at his feet, imploring him 
with tears to spare that city, which had become the centre 
of the Christian world. “ Rather,” replied the prince, “ it 
is not my will that leads me on ; I incessantly hear a voice 
in my ears, which cries — * On, Alaric, on 1 and sack Rome ” 
He reduced it to the most frightful extremity, by closing 
every passage for provisions, and by making himself master 
of the navigation of the Tiber. Pestilence was soon added 
to famine. Rome was nothing but one vast cemetery : it 
became necessary to treat with the king of the Goths. 

The deputies of Rome declared that the Roman people 
were willing to accept peace upon reasonable conditions; 
but rather than its glory should be stained, they would give 
battle. “Very good’.” replied Alaric, with a loud laugh; 
“ it is never so easy to cut the hay as when the grass is 
thickest ! ” They were forced to lay aside their ancient 
pride, and submit to circumstances. The conquerer ordered 
them to bring to him all the gold, silver, valuable furniture, 
and foreign slaves that were in the city. “ And what will 
you leave, then, to the inhabitants ?” asked the deputies. 
“ Life !” replied Alaric. After long contestations, it was 
agreed that Rome should pay five thousand pounds weight 
of gold, thirty thousand pounds weight of silver, four thou- 
sand silken tunics, three thousand skins coloured scarlet, 
three thousand pounds weight of spices, and, as hostages, 
give up the children of the most noble citizens. "When 
these conditions were complied with, the king of the Goths 
raised the siege. 


EIGHTH SIEGE, A.D. 410. 

Two years after, Alaric, constantly provoked to vengeance 
by the perfidies of the Romans, presented himself again 
before the Capitol, and besieged Rome very closely. The 
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poor,” replied she. The angry barbarians rewarded her 
answer with blows. Insensible to pain, she only implored 
them not to separate her from her companion, whoso beauty 
she feared might expose her to insults more cruel than 
death itself. Her appeal was so touching, that the Gothic 
soldiers conducted them both safely to the basilica of St. 
Paul. 

A young officer, struck with the beauty of a Homan lady, 
after having made every effort in vain to induce her to com- 
ply with his wishes, drew his sword, and pretending that he 
would cut off her head, inflicted a slight wound, in the hope 
that she avould be overcome by the fear of death ; but this 
noble woman, so far from being terrified at the sight of her 
own blood, presenting her neck to her enemy, exclaimed, — 
“ Strike again, and strike better 1 ” The sword fell from the 
hand of the barbarian ; he conducted his captive to the 
church of St. Peter, and commanded the guards to give her 
up to nobod} r but her husband. Thus Home, 1,1(33 years 
after its foundation, lost in a single day that splendour 
which had dazzled the world. It was not, however, de- 
stroyed, and was soon repeopled again ; • but from that 
period of humiliation, this queen of cities and of the world 
became the sport and the prey of the barbarians who sacked 
it in turn. 

After the taking of Naples in 538, Helisarius shut him- 
self up in Home, and prepared to sustain a siege, if Yitiges 
would undertake to attack him. The new monarch, at the 
head of a hundred and fifty thousand men, marched towards 
the capital of Italy, asking of every one he fell in with on 
his route, whether Belisarius were still in Home. “ Prince, 
be satisfied on that point,” replied a priest ; “ the only 
part of the military art Belisarius is ignorant of, is flight.” 
This general had constructed a fort upon a bridge, at a mile 
from Home, and had provided it with a sufficient garrison ; 
but these base cowards, seized with fear at the approach of 
the Goths, took to flight, and dispersed themselves over the 
Campania. The next day, at dawn, Yitiges crossed the 
bridge with a great part of his army. As he advanced, he 
met Belisarius, who, at the head of a thousand horse, had 
come to reconnoitre; his surprise was excessive at seeing 
the enemy; but without being daunted by their numbers, he 
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seizing a bow, took aim at a Gothic commander covered with 
a cuirass, and pierced him quite through the neck. This act 
was highly applauded by his troops, whose triumph was 
doubled by a second aim as fortunate as the iirst. Belisarius 
then commanded his soldiers to make a general discharge at 
the oxen which drew the machines. In an instant they 
were covered aud transpierced with an iron shower. The 
astonished and discomfited Goths wero forced to terminate 
their attack. 

Although the attempts of Vitiges seemed generally to fail, 
he was on the point of taking Iiomo, to the north of the 
mole or tomb of Adrian, since called the castle of St. Angelo. 
It was necessary for the Goths to possess themselves of this 
place, to cross the Tiber. In spite of the arrows of tho 
Bomans, they had applied their ladders and begun to ascend, 
when the defenders of the mole bethought themselves of 
breaking off the numerous marble statues with which this 
monument was ornamented, and rolled the fragments upon 
the heads of the besiegers, who, beaten from their ladders 
by these enormous masses, were constrained to abandon 
their enterprise. 

The next day, Belisarius dismissed all useless mouths from 
the city; he enrolled a great number of artisans ; he changed 
the locks and bolts of the city gates twice a month ; and 
caused instruments to be played upon the walls during the 
night. A Goth, remarkable for his height and famous for 
his exploits, covered with his cuirass, aud with his helmet on 
his head, advanced from the ranks opposite the gate Salaria, 
and setting his back against a tree, kept up a continuous 
discharge of arrows at the battlements. An immense javelin, 
launched from a ballist, pierced him through cuirass, body 
and all, and penetrating half its length into the tree, nailed 
this redoubtable warrior to it. Although we are arrived at 
a well-authenticated period of history, we must confess the 
following account trenches upon the marvellous : but, as we 
know truth is sometimes more wonderful than fiction, we do 
not hesitate to repeat it. A Massagete horseman named 
Chorsamantes, one of Belisarius’s guards, accompanied by a 
few Bomans, was pursuing a body of. sixty horse on the 
plains of Nero. His companions having turned rein, in order 
not to approach too near to the enemy’s camp, he continued 
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principal exploits during the siege of Home by Vitiges, who 
was obliged to raise it, after a year and nine days of' useless 
attempts. Sixty-nine battles were fought, all very bloody, 
and almost all to the advantage of the Homans : they cost 
the king of the Goths more than the half of his numerous 
army. Belisarius had but a small force ; Homo might have 
been taken easily : it had yielded to much weaker armies, 
but Belisarius was in Home, and that great general, fertile 
in resources, was alone worth whole legions. 

NINTH SIEGE, A.D. 544. 

In the year 5-M, Totila, king of the Goths, and master of 
part of Italy, formed the blockade of Home, and kept the 
passages so well, that no provisions could be got in, eitlmv 
by land or sea. He stopped the entrance by the Tiber at a 
place where its bed was narrowest, by means of extra- 
ordinarily long beams of timber, laid from one bank to the 
other, upon which he raised, at the two extremities, towers 
of wood, which were filled with soldiers. The famine soon 
became so horrible, that wheat was sold at seven pieces of 
gold per bushel, which is nearly ninety shillings of our 
money, and bran at about a quarter of the sum ; an ox, taken 
in a sortie, was sold at an unheard-of price. Fortunate was 
the man who could fall in with a dead horse, and take undis- 
puted possession of it! Dogs, rats, and the most impure . 
animals, soon became exquisite and eagerly-purchased dain- 
ties. Most of the citizens supported themselves upon 
nettles and wild herbs, which they tore from the foot of the 
walls and ruined buildings. Home seemed to be only inha- 
bited by pale, fleshless, livid phantoms, who either fell dead 
in the streets or killed themselves. 

A father of five children, who demanded bread of him 
with piercing cries, told them to follow him, and for a mo- 
ment concealing his grief in the depths of his heart, without 
shedding a tear, without breathing a sigh, he led them on 
to one of the bridges of the city; there, after enveloping, his 
lead in his cloak, he precipitated himself into the Tiber in 
their presence. 

That which was most frightful in this extremity of misery, 
was the fact that the leaders themselves were the cause of 



oqj paatida aq jt quq ! bjojoia aqj jo /jqBjtuq aqj jo 6tmjoiA 
jfftio oqj Oiaw asaqj •6naztjK> /jris puc Bjaipjos XjuoAij 
uipjs /pcwp: ptq sqjof) aqj’ ‘aaAiS 6 Cav aopjo fetqj noqAV 
♦300 /uc jo poojq aqj poqs oj ‘eaijpcuad jsoSuojjs aqj japun 
'gwipps siq epoqaoj puo ‘paqso oq jcqji jajsruira parses 
oqj ‘pajawS ‘janbaoa oj sc [pAi. sc uopjcd oj Aioq Aiauq oqAi 
‘cp5°X 'ejatjjtqcqcrt eqj jo saAi[ oqj qacs oj uirq pajo[dau 
pau ‘to up ajojaq /[qumq jpsiniq pejtujsojd ‘ajdcuaj X[oq 
oqj jo aoutajua aqj qo raiq paju:A\c oq.u. ‘smStqag uoauap 
0i[j^ •Esaaatis siq joj po£) oj squcqq tunjai oj ‘Jajag - Jg jo 
qoinqo oqj oj paaiudaj Eqjog aqj jo Soiq aqj qcaiqXcp jy 

•saqodonom 

jaxua siq jo sjuiJj aqj ‘jaAfis pnu pjoS jo sdcaq punoj aJ3A\ 
joajaAoS srqj jo asnoq oqj up 'uutqu jsjg oqj jc sdooJj 
siq qjtAV /baac pap 'aoiqd aqj ut paputunoioa oqA\ ‘snssag; 
•siaSaisaq aqj pajjicnpc puo ojcS o pauado ‘A*jia eqj ojui jo3 
“otAoq ‘oqA\ ‘sqjojj jsaSuoajs puo gsaAOjq aqj jo anoj uiaqj 
qjui juas ‘aBiaoiajua aqj jo /jipqtssod aqj jo puo ‘Ajqapg 
jiaqj jo jpstniq painssu SuiAoq Suiq aqj, "uiiq oj /jp aqj 
d’n oatS oj ojijoj, paaajjo puo aoico ‘pjoo o jo enoain /q jqSin 
aqj ui Ejjodcnoi oqj 8uopj paddqs Suucq 'cuccnsy ajcS oqj 
papjc’nS oqdi ‘saaipps ucunosj atnog -oaoj 8 aqj jo quuq 
aqj oj unq jqSnojq qoiqjAssaaqois v poanpoad ojrquq Eiq’jc 
jauS {/jib aqj ojui suojsiAoad SuiAioaqj ui paaoons jou pjnoa 
aq ‘papuooas Sutaq jou asudjajua siq jug 'sjaA\oj e^uiouo 
aqj jo euo oj eig jas pac 'jaqjx oqj papuaasc oq ‘sjcoq-ajg 
aiuos qjtAi Saipoai ‘pno ‘uiaqj jo pcaq aqj jo jpsiuiq pootqcl 
f EUOistAO.id jo Baijijmmb jnai3 qjiAi uapoj aq oj sqjuq 
asaqj "pasnoo ejj 'b wojjo puo Bjjoq uaio Jiaqj Suiqounoi joj 
X jqiaoj pJOjjc oj ‘saoncjaip niojjoa jo paoaaid 8 joaa Bpjcoq 
©saqx jo eaiojjo aqj ujoajsjaipps aqj josjcud oj 

‘punoj j[o Suipjooq qjuv paqsiujnj ‘pajonjjsuoo oq oj sqjcq 
jo jaqumu oSjcj v pasnco ojq qcjtdca ojcanjjojuu aqj 
ar.oaons oj Buoatu jo ejjos no pajduiojjo ‘oiuoji jo eouujjoj 
- eitu oqj joao paranoui jijius snojaua3 osoqAi ‘enijospog 

■juaoiqstnnd jsoiaAos 
oqj jo /qjJOAi ‘sjajsnom jsSaorao pajuijuoouoa ebav ouiog; 
jo qjpdAA oqj jo jsoin /[jjoqs /j3a pnc fp[o3 m jt{SjoAV 
jiaqj jc pajnqrjjstp /[no ojoai ‘8«tjao[[oa omij Suo[ c tiaaq 
poq /aqj qaiqAv ‘joaqji jo sassoui osuomuu aqj; 'ooucao 
pjpjos Jiaqj Aq Eao2ijio oqj paJUOAap /aqj : juoa\ aqqud oqj 

9 L 


•iTioxsin ao saoais xtsud 



ROME. 


77 


lives of the inhabitants; he deprived them of all means to 
support them. Rome was abandoned to pillage for several 
days, and nothing was left to the citizens but the bare walls 
of their houses. Senators, formerly opulent and proud, 
were seen covered with miserable rags, reduced to beg their 
bread from door to door, and live upon the alms they received 
from the barbarians. 

Totila was preparing to demolish Rome ; he had already 
levelled a third of the walls, and was about to set fire to 
the most superb edifices of the city, when he received a 
letter from Belisarius, which diverted him from his design. 
“To found cities,” said this great man, “to maintain 
flourishing cities, is to serve society and immortalize our- 
selves ; to overthrow and destroy them, is to declare 
ourselves the enemies of mankind, and dishonour ourselves 
for ever. By the agreement of all peoples, the city into 
which you have entered, in consequence of your victory, is 
the greatest and most magnificent under heaven. It is not 
the work of a single man, or a single army. During more 
than thirteen centuries, a long line of kings, consuls, and 
emperors have disputed the glory of embellishing it, and 
the superb edifices it presents to your eyes arc so many 
monuments which consecrate their memories; to destroy 
them is to outrage the past centuries, of which they eternize 
the remembrance, and to deprive future ages of a lwtgni- 
' ficent spectacle. My lord, reflect that fortune must declare 
itself in favour of you or my master. If you remain tho 
conqueror, how you will regret having destroyed your most 
splendid conquest ! If you should succumb, the treatment 
you have Inflicted upon Rome will serve as a rule by which 
Justinian will treat you. The eyes of the universe are upon 
you; it awaits the part you are about to take, to accord you 
the title which will be for ever attached to the name of 
Totila.” Persuaded by this eloquent appeal, the king of 
the Goths contented himself with depopulating the city of 
Rome, in which he did not leave a single inhabitant, 

Borty days after the retreat of Totila, Belisarius traruf- 
ported himself to Rome, with the design of repeopling that 
tamous city, and repairing its ruins. He noon put it nr a 
state to sustain a new siege. Upon learning this, the king 
01 &cihs quickly returned, and during three days 
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lives of the inhabitants, ho deprived them of all means to 
support them. Home was abandoned to pillage for several 
days, aud nothing was left to the citizens but t he bare walls 
of their houses. Senators, formerly opulent and proud, 
were seen covered with miserable rags, reduced to beg then- 
bread from door to door, and live upon the alms they received 
from the barbarians. 

Totila was preparing to demolish llomt - he had already 
levelled a third of the walls, and was about to set lire to 
the most superb edifices of the city, when ho received a 
letter from Belisarius, which diverted him from his design. 
“To found cities,” said this great man, “ to maintain 
flourishing cities, is to serve society and immortalize our- 
selves ; to overthrow* and destroy them, is to declare 
ourselves the enemies of mankind, ancl dishonour ourselves 


for ever. By the agreement of all peoples, the city into 
which you have entered, in consequence of your victory, is 
the greatest aud most maguifieent under heaven. It is not 
the work of a single man, or a single army. Baring more 
than thirteen centuries, a long line of kings, consuls, and 
emperors have disputed the glory of embellishing if, and 
the superb edifices it presents to your eyes are so manv 
monuments which consecrate their memories j to destroV 
them is to outrage the past centuries, of which they eternize 
the remembrance, and to deprive future ages of a nmni- 
' ficeut spectacle. My lord, reflect that fortune must declare 
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sons, by the Gauls, by the barbarians ; but it was still, ns n 
warlike city, the head of a kingdom, a republic, an empire. 
We have now to see it besieged in a new character, — as the 
seat of the head of the Christian world. As if Homo was 
destined always to bo royal, she took the same place with 
regard to the Church she had occupied as a temporal 
power ; and every reader of history will allow that there has 
not been much less ambition, strife, and political chicanery 
in the latter state than in any of the former. 'From its foun- 
dation, Homo has always been Home, seldom or never at 
rest, cither within itself or with its neighbours. 

“The long quarrel of tho throne and mitre had been 
recently kindled by the zeal and ambition of tho haughty 
Gregory YII. Henry III., king of Germany and Italy, 
and afterwards emperor of the West, and the popo had de- 
graded each other ; and each had seated a rival on tho tem- 
poral or spiritual throne of his antagonist. Alter the defeat 
and death of his Swabian rebel, Henry descended into Italy 
to assume the imperial crown, and to drive from tho Vatican 
the tyrant of the Church. But the Homan people adhered 
to the cause of Gregory: their resolution was fortified by 
supplies of men and money from Apulia ; and the city was 
thrice ineffectually besieged by the king of Germany. In 
the fourth year he corrupted, it is said, with Byzantine gold, 
the nobles of Home. The gates, tho bridges, and fifty 
hostages were delivered into his hands ; tho anti-pope, 
Clement III., was consecrated in tho Lateran ; tho grateful 
pontiff crowned his protector in tho Vatican, and tho 
emperor fixed his residence in the Capitol, as the successor 
of Augustus and Charlemagne. The ruins of tho Scpti- 
gonium were still defended by the nephew of Gregory ; tho 
pope himself was invested in the castle of St. Angelo, and 
his last hope was in the courage and fidelity of his Norman 
vassal. Their friendship had been interrupted by some 
reciprocal injuries and complaints ; but on this pressing 
occasion, Guiscard was urged by the obligation of his oath, 
by his interest, — more potent than oaths, — by tho lovo of 
fame, and his enmity to the two emperors. Unfurling tho holy 
banner, he resolved to fly to the relief of tho prince of the 
apostles ; the most numerous of his armies, thirty thousand 
root and six thousand horse, was instantly assembled, an 
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these troops, he marched towards Iconic, and immediately 
laid siege to it. The soldiers, animated by the desire of 
pillage, mounted to the assault with incredible energy, 
Bourbon encouraging them by his example. But as this 
prince, with characteristic ambition, was endeavouring to bo 
the iirst upon the ramparts, lie was killed by a musket-shot. 
The fall of the general, so far from relaxing the valour of 
his soldiers, excited their vengeance ; they rushed more 
fiercely to the assault of the walls,, they mowed down their 
defenders like grass, quickly made themselves masters of 
Borne, and committed the most frightful ravages. 

This superb city, taken so many times by the barbarians, 
was never pillaged with more fury than it was by the hands 
of Christians. The Pope took refuge in the castle of 
St: Angelo, and was besieged with such rancour, that a 
woman was hung for passing up to him a basket of lettuce 
by a cord suspended from the castle. Cardinal Pulci, who 
was shut up with the Pope, made an attempt to escape, 
which cost him his life. He had scarcely left the castlo 
when he fell from his horse ; his foot hung in the stirrup f 
and the animal dragged him at speed over the bridge of tha 
castle. After being blockaded for a month, and reduced to 
great want of provisions, the Pope was forced to capitulate 
with the prince of Orange, who had succeeded the duke of 
Bourbon in the command of the imperial troops. He agreed 
to pay four hundred thousand ducats, and to place himself 
at the disposal of the Emperor. Charles Y. affected regret 
at the detention of the Pontiff. 

Eight days before this event, a man dressed as a hermit, 
of about sixty years of age, went through the streets of 
Borne, about midnight, sounding a handbell, and pronoun- 
cing with a loud voice the following words : “ The anger of 
G-od will soon fall upon this city ! ” The Pope obtained 
nothing from the examination he made of this man ; the 
severest tortures could draw no more from him than this 
terrifying oracle: “The anger of God will soon fall upon 
this city! ” "When the prince of Orange became master of 
the city, he liberated him from prison, and offered him a 
considerable sum of money. He, however, refused reward, 
three days after disappeared, and was never again heard of. 

The imperial army left Borne, loaded with a booty of more 
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contented himself with chastising some villages of Ferrara, 
which had excited the revolt. A third time Buonaparte 
pardoned him, and his pardon was ratified by the French 
Directory: Joseph Buonaparte was appointed ambassador to 
Borne. Party spirit was, however, too strong ; the apparent 
moderation of the French could not bring the court of Borne 
to pacific sentiments. Its hatred against France was kept 
alive by the queen of Naples, who threw open the ports of 
the Mediterranean to the English. In addition to this, a 
long hesitation to acknowledge the Cisalpine republic ; then 
the nomination of General Provera to command the army of 
the Pope, and a course of proceedings which announced the 
intention, but which did not give the means, of entering 
into a fresh war : the French ambassador forced the Pope to 
declare himself in a positive manner. Everything seemed 
appeased ; there was a calm, but it was such a one as pre- 
cedes the eruption of a volcano. On the 28th of December, 
1797, a fresh seditious movement broke out in Borne; some 
men assembled round the house of the ambassador;, uttering 
revolutionary cries. Scarcely had they preluded by a few acts 
of apparent insurrection, when the troops of the Pope came 
up, dispersed the rioters, and pursued them into the palace of 
the ambassador, whither their fear bad driven them., J oseph 
Buonaparte insisted upon his residence being respected, and 
promised to give up the guilty ; ' but he was answered by .a 
shower of balls, by which his windows were broken to pieces. 
He interposed everywhere between those who struck and 
those who were stricken. One of his friends, the Adjutant- 
General Dupliot, who was to have married his sister-in-law 
the next day, was an object of his greatest care ; but he was 
assassinated close to his side: his inanimate body was 
stabbed by the ruffians in a hundred places : the French 
had great difficulty in rescuing it from the hands of these 
furious men. The court of Borne offered the French am- 
bassador all kinds of reparation ; but the latter thought it 
not prudent or dignified, to remain longer in a palace which 
had been so shamefully violated, where he and his whole 
family had been insulted, and whose floors were still stained 
with the blood of his friend. Cardinal Doria in vain had 
recourse to the Spanish ambassador to pacify him: the whole 
French legation quitted Borne. The Consistory believed, in 
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November, 1798 ; Championnefc gathered together his army 
and stood his ground. Mack, after several days of hesita- 
tion, ventured to attack him on the other side of the Tiber. 
The French, though vastly inferior in numbers, repulsed the 
Neapolitans ; in three days, they made eleven thousand 
prisoners. Mack beheld his columns flying in the greatest 
disorder ; and, being unable to rally them, abandoned the 
capital of the Christian world, covered himself with the 
Teverone, and was pursued by the French, who possessed 
themselves successively of Capua and Naples. This occupa- 
tion lasted but a short time ; the French under Scherer 
being beaten in Upper Italy, abandoned Naples and Home, 
to defend themselves against the Austrians and the Russians. 
Ferdinand went back to Naples, and occupied Rome till it 
returned to its obedience to Pius VII. 

Rome has since that time been more than once humbled 
by the French ; but as nothing like a siege has taken place, 
the events of its further history do not fall within our 
plan. 


NINEVEH. 

A.C. 747. 

We must now take a retrograde step, and turn our eyes 
upon a city, the name of which will ever be famous on its 
own account, and from its connection with the Scriptures. 
And yet the siege of Nineveh furnishes but few particulars 
for narration : it is, however, a remarkable circumstance, 
that, according to the best.chronologers, Rome was founded 
the very year that Nineveh was destroyed. 

Sardanapalus, king of Assyria, surpassed all his pre- 
decessors in effeminacy, luxury, and cowardice. He never 
went out of his palace, but spent all his time among his 
women, dressed and painted in the same manner as they 
were, and employed,, in imitation of them, in the labours of 
the distaff. His whole glory consisted in his treasures, and 
all his time was devoted to the indulgence of infamous and 
criminal pleasures. 

Arbaces, governor of Media, having found means to get 
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A hundred years after the death of Sardanapalus, under 
the reign of Saracus, named Cyndauladanus, Nebopalassar, 
general of his armies, revolted against him, for the purpose 
of obtaining his throne. He allied himself with Cyaxares, 
king of the Medes. Their united forces besieged Saracus 
in Nineveh ; they took the city, killed the monarch, and 
entirely destroyed that celebrated place, A.C. 648. 


AZOTH, on AZOTHS. 

A.C. 670. 

As the siege of Azoth, although the longest recorded hr 
history, affords but little matter for relation, we will indulge 
our young readers with a few of the circumstances which' 
preceded it. 

After the death of Tharaca, the last Ethiopian king who 
reigned in Egypt, the Egyptians, not being able to agree 
about the succession, were two years in a state of anarchy, . 
during which there were great disorders among them. Ah'- 
last, twelve of the principal noblemen, conspiring together,, 
seized upon the kingdom, and divided it among themselves 
into as many parts. It was agreed by them that each 
should govern his own district with equal power and 
authority, and that no one should attempt to invade or seize- 
the dominions of another. They thought it neeessary to- 
make this agreement, and to bind it with the most solemn 
oaths, to elude the prediction of an oracle, which had fore- 
told that he among them who should offer his libation to 
Vulcan out of a brazen bowl, should gain the sovereignty 
of Egypt. They reigned together fifteen years in the 
utmost harmony : and, to leave a lasting monument of their 
concord to posterity, they jointly, and at a common expense, 
built the famous labyrinth, which was a pile of building 
consisting of twelve large palaces, with as many edifices 
underground as appeared above it. 

One day, as the twelve kings were assisting at a solemn and 
periodical sacrifice offered in the temple of Vulcan, the priest 
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the two kingdoms, was the subject of continual discord, as 
afterwards it was between the Ptolemies and Seleueida?. 
They were eternally contending for it, and it was alternately 
won by the stronger. Psannnetichus, seeing himself the 
peaceable possessor of all Egypt, and having restored the 
ancient form of government, thought it high time for him 
to look to his frontiers, and to secure them against tho 
Assyrians, his neighbours, whose power increased daily. 
Eov this purpose he entered Palestine at the head of an 
army. 

Perhaps we are to refer to the beginning of this war an 
incident related by Diodorus, that the Egyptians, provoked 
to see the Greeks posted on the right wing by the king 
himself, in preference to them, quitted his service to the 
number of upwards of two hundred thousand men, and 
retired into Ethiopia, where they met with a good settle- 
ment. 

Be this as it may, Psannnetichus entered Palestine, where 
his career was stopped by Azotus, one of the principal cities 
of the country, which gave him so much trouble, that he was 
forced to besiege it twenty-nine years before he could take 
it. This is the longest siege mentioned in history. This 
was anciently one of the five capital cities of the Philistines. 
The Egyptians having seized it some time before, had forti- 
fied it with such care that it was their strongest bulwark on 
that side. Nor could Sennacherib enter Egypt till he had 
made himself master of this city, which was taken by Tartan, 
one of his generals... The Assyrians had possessed it 
hitherto, aud it was not till after the long siege just now 
mentioned that the Egyptians recovered it. 

The extraordinary length of this siege ceases to surprise 
us, when we consider that a siege was nothing but a badly- 
guarded blockade, where that was expected from lassitude 
and famine which could not be obtained by either bodily 
strength, which necessarily failed against stone walls, or by 
military art, which had not yet learnt how to overthrow 
them, or even to scale them. 
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The old one was razed to the very foundation, and lias 
since been no more than a village, known by tho name 
of “ Pal® Tyrus,” or ancient Tyre ; but tho new city rose 
to greater power than tho former. 

Tyre was in tho most flourishing condition at the time of 
Alexander the Great. That city boasted of being the in- 
ventor of navigation. The inhabitants, by their skill and 
industry, made their port the great mart of commerce, and 
by their courtes)' conciliated all who came to it: it was 
deemed the common city of all nations, and tho centre of 
commerce. 

"With the exception of Tyre, Syria and Palestine were 
already subdued by the Macedonians. Upon Alexander’s 
advancing towards it, the Tyrians sent him an embassy, with 
presents for himself and refreshments for his army. They 
were willing to have him for their friend, but not for their 
master ; so that when he expressed a wish to enter the city, 
in order to oft'er a sacrifice to Hercules, its tutelar god, they 
refused him admission. This ill suited the haughty spirit 
of the young conqueror, and he resolved to obtain by force 
what was refused as a courtesy. The Tyrians, on their side, 
confident in their wealth and strength, resolved to maintain 
the position they had assumed. Tyre was at that time 
situated on an island, about a quarter of a league from the 
continent ; it was surrounded by a strong wall a hundred 
and fifty feet high, which was washed by the sea. The 
Carthaginians, who were a colony from Tyre, promised to 
assist in the contest, which greatly increased the confidence 
of the Tyrians. The island resounded with warlike prepa- 
rations ; machines were fixed on the ramparts and towers, 
the young men were armed, and workshops were built for 
the artificers, of whom there were great numbers in the 
city. They likewise made great store of iron grapples, to 
throw on the enemy’s works and tear them away ; as also 
cramp-irons, and other instruments invented for the defence 
of cities. 

Alexander had strong reasons for wishing to subdue Tyre. 
He could not invade Egypt with safety whilst the Persians 
were masters of the sea ; and he could not think of leaving 
behind a large extent of country, whose inhabitants wei’e 
but doubtful friends. He likewise was apprehensive of 
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The old one was razed to the very foundation, and lias 
since been no more than a village, known by the name 
of “ Fake Tyrus,” or ancient Tyre ; but the new city rose 
to greater power than the former. 

Tyre was in the most flourishing condition at tlie tune of 
Alexander the Great. That city boasted ot being the in- 
ventor of navigation. The inhabitants, by. their skill and 
industry, made their port the great mart ot commerce, and 
by their courtesy conciliated all who came to it : it was. 
deemed the common city of all nations, and the coiiLtc of 
commerce. 

With the exception of Tyre, Syria and Palestine wcro 
already subdued by the Macedonians. Upon Alexander’s 
advancing towards it, the Tyrians sent him an embassy, with 
presents for himself and refreshments for Ins army. They 
were willing to have him for their friend, hub not for their 
master ; so that when he expressed a wish to enter the city, 
in order to offer a sacrifice to Hercules, its tutelar god, they 
refused him admission. This ill suited the haughty spirit 
of the young conqueror, and he resolved to obtain by force 
what was refused as a courtesy. The Tyrians, on their side, 
confident in their wealth and strength, resolved to maintain 
the position they had assumed. Tyre was at that time 
situated on an island, about a quarter of a league from the 
continent ; it was surrounded by a strong wall a hundred 
and fifty feet high, which was washed by the sea. The 
Carthaginians, who were a colony from Tyre, promised to 
assist in the contest, which greatly increased the confidence 
of the Tyrians. The island resounded with warlike prepa- 
rations ; machines were fixed on the ramparts and towers, 
the young men were armed, and woi’ksbops were built for 
the artificers, of whom there were great numbers in the 
city. They likewise made great store of iron grapples, to 
throw on the enemy’s works and tear them away ; as also 
cramp-irons, and other instruments invented for the defence 
of cities. 

Alexander had strong reasons for wishing to subdue Tyre. 
He could not invade Egypt with safety whilst the Persians 
were masters of the sea ; and he could not think of leaving 
Dehmd a large extent of country, whose inhabitants were 

ut ciou bbful friends. He likewise was apprehensive of 
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alarmed at discovering wliafc a vast undertaking tho sea had 
concealed from them : the bold and level surface appeared 
above the waves, and approached the city. The inhabitants 
then came in shoals of barks, to annoy the workmen with 
darts, javelins, and even lire ; and the Greeks were forced 
to stay their labour to defend themselves from the missiles 
cast from the swiftly-moving boats. Skins and sails were 
then had recourse to to screen them, and two wooden 
towers were raised at the head of the bank, to prevent tho 
approach of the enemy. 

On the other side the Tyrians made a descent upon the 
shore, out of view of the camp, landed some soldiers, and 
cut to pieces the men engaged in carrying tho stones; somo 
Arabian peasants likewise killed about thirty Macedonians 
on Mount Libanus, and took several prisoners. These 
small losses induced Alexander to divide his troops into 
separate, bodies. 

The besieged were not backward in either exertions, 
inventions, or stratagems. They took a transport vessel, 
and filling it with vine-branches and other dry materials, 
they made a large inclosure near the prow, which they filled 
with sulphur, pitch, and other combustible matters. In 
the middle of this inclosure they set up two masts, to each 
of which they fixed two sailyards, whence hung kettles 
full of oil and other unctuous substances. To raise tho 
prow, they loaded the latter part of tho vessel with stones 
and sand, and putting it out to sea, by means of their gal- 
leys towed it towards the towers. They then ignited this 
ancient fire-ship, the sailors who were in it leaping into the 
sea and swimming away. Tho fire quickly caught the 
towers and the works at tho head of the causeway, and the 
sails, flapping about, threw oil upon the fire, and increased 
its violence. To prevent the Macedonians from extin- 
guishing the flames, the Tyrians, from their galleys and 
boats, kept up a continual discharge of darts and burning 
torches. Several Macedonians were either shot or burnt to 
death on the causeway, whilst others, throwing down their 
arms or tools, leaped into the sea. But as they swam, the 
Tyrians, preferring to have them as prisoners, maimed their 
hands with clubs and stones, and, after disabling them, 
carried them off. At the same time the besieged, in their 
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king ordered them to advance about midnight, in order to 
surround the walls and make a general assault. The 
Tyriaus now gave themselves up for lost, when on a sudden 
the sky was overspread with such thick clouds as quite took 
away the faint glimmerings of light which before darted 
through the gloom. The sea rose by insensible degrees, and 
the billows, being swelled by the fury of the winds, raised a 
dreadful storm. The vessels dashed against each other with 
so much violence, that the cables which fastened them 
together were either loosened or broken to pieces ; the 
planks, splitting with a horrible crash, carried oil’ the sol- 
diers with them ; the tempest was so furious, that it beeamo 
impossible to steer or manage galleys thus fastened together. 
The soldier was a hiuderauee to the sailor, and the sailor to 
the soldier ; and, as frequently happens on such occasions, 
those took the command whose business it was to obey; 
fear and anxiety throwing all things into confusion. Bub 
the rowers exerted themselves with such vigour, that they 
succeeded iu getting the ships ashore, although in a shattered 
condition. 

At this critical minute, thirty ambassadors arrived from 
Carthage without bringing any of the succour that had been 
so boastiugiy promised by that state. There was, however, 
some validity iu their excuse : they had war at home ; tho 
Syracusans were laying waste all Africa, and had pitched 
their camp not far from the walls of Carthage. The Tynans, 
though their hopes were thus frustrated, were not dejected ; 
they only took the wise precaution to send their women and 
children to Carthage, that they might be in a condition to 
defend themselves to the last extremity, and bear courage- 
ously the worst calamities that could befall them, when 
they had placed in security that which they held dearest in 
the world. 

There was in the city a brazen statue of Apollo, of enor- 
mous size : this colossus had formerly stood in the city of 
Grela, in Sicily. The Carthaginians having taken it about 
_ the year 412 before Christ, had given it by way of present 
to the city of Tyre, which they always considered as tho 
mother of Carthage. The Tyrians had set it up in their 
city, and worship was paid to it. During tho siege, in con- 
sequence of a dream which one of the citizens had, the 
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the walls, they fixed cranes, grappling-irons, and scythes to 
joists or beams ; then, straining their catapultas (enormous 
cross-bows), they laid these great pieces of timber upon them 
instead of arrows, and shot them off on a sudden at the 
enemy. These crushed some by their great weight, and the 
hooks, or pensile scythes, with which they were armed, tore 
others to pieces, and did considerable damage to the ships. 
They also had brazen shields, which they drew red-hot out 
of the fire, and filling them w r ith burning sand, hurled them 
from the top of the w-all upon the enemy. There was 
nothing the Macedonians so much dreaded as this last 
invention ; for the moment the burning sand got to the flesh 
through the crevices in the armour, it pierced to the very 
hone, and stuck so close that there was no pulling it oft’ ; so 
that the soldiers, throwing down their arms, and tearing their 
clothes to pieces, were exposed naked and defenceless to the 
shot of the enemy. 

Discouraged by .this vigorous defence, Alexander debated 
whether be bad not better raise the siege and go into Egypt. 
His conquests had been obtained quickly, and we can suppose 
nothing more annoying to a man like “Macedonia’s mad- 
man” than a protracted siege. We cannot even fancy Buona- 
parte a good captain at a siege ; ambitious men, with views 
always in advance of their present position, must think every 
moment lost that detains them before the Avails of a fortifi- 
cation. On the other side, Alexander considered it Avould 
be a blemish to his reputation, which had done him 
greater service than his arms, should he leave Tyre behind 
him as a proof that he was not invincible. He therefore 
resolved to make a last effort, with a greater number of 
ships, which he manned*' with the flower of his army. 
Accordingly, a second naval engagement was fought, in 
which the Tyrians, after a contest of great spirit, were 
obliged to draAV off their whole fleet towards the city. The 
king pursued their rear very closely, but was not able to 
enter the harbour, being repulsed by arrows shot from the 
Avails : hoAvevex’, he either took or sunk a great number of 
their ships. 

Alexander, after giving both army and fleet two days’, 
rest, made another assault. Both attack and defence Avere 
noAV more vigorous than eA'er. The courage of the eombat- 
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the customary defence of assaulted cities, and threw stones, 
bricks, tiles, aiul everything that came to hand upon the 
advancing Greeks. The king gave orders to kill all the in- 
habitants except such as had taken refuge in the temples, 
and to set fire to every part of Tyre. Although this order 
was published by sound of trumpet, scarcely a person bearing, 
arms availed himself of the asylum pointed out. The temples 
were principally filled by the young women and children 
who had not gone to Carthage : the old men calmly awaited 
at the doors of their houses the swords of the exasperated 
soldiery. The Sidonians in Alexander’s army, or rather 
lleet, saved great numbers ; for, remembering their common, 
origin, Agenor having founded both Tyre and Sidon, thoy 
had been accustomed to consider the Tyrians as compatriots’, 
and did not desert them in their hour of need, though policy 
had compelled them to assist in bringing it on. 'They con- 
veyed them privately on board their ships, and gave them a 
home in Sidon. The extent of the slaughter may be imngi ned, 
when we learn that six thousand soldiers were cut to pieces- 
on the ramparts. Of all great conquerors, we are disposed 
to like Alexander the best ; he had so many fine redeeming 
qualities, and was such a rare combination of the high gifts 
of valour and wisdom ; therefore we write with " regret, 
that on this occasion the savage warrior prevailed over 
the civilized Greek, and he immolated, by having them 
nailed to crosses, two thousand men who were left after- 
the soldiers had glutted their revenge. He pardoned the 
Carthaginian ambassadors, who had come to their ancient 
metropolis to offer up their annual sacrifice to Hercules. 
The number of prisoners, who were all sold into slavery, 
amounted to thirty thousand, notwithstanding the length, 
and obstinacy of the siege, the loss of the Macedonians was- 
trifling. 

Alexander offered a sacrifice to Hercules, and celebrated- 
gymnastic games in honour of the great demigod. He had 
the golden chains removed from the statue of Apollo, and 
ordered that worship should thenceforward be offered to him- 
under the name of Philoalexander. The city of Tyre was 
taken about the end of September, after a seven months’ 
siege. 

The fate of Tyre is said to he intimately associated with 
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Demetrius Poliorceies, bis son, Antigonus presented himself 
before the place with a numerous fleet, which made him 
master of the sea, and cut the besieged oil' from supplies of 
provisions. As the siege was too protracted to accord with 
the other views of Antigen us, he left the operations under 
the command of Andronicus, one of his generals, who, by 
pressing the Tyrians very closely, and by making frequent 
assaults, obliged them at length to capitulate. This im- 
portant conquest was made a.c. 313. 

FOURTH SIEGE, A.D. G3A 

The curse that was said to be upon Tyro was removed 
after a considerable time -. it received the gospel at an early 
period, and was for ages a nourishing city. .Before the dis- 
covery of the passage round the Cape of Good Hope, a place 
so situated as Tyre was could not fail of being a mart of 
trade ; and as soon as the back of a conqueror, attracted by 
it3 wealth, was turned, it was quickly partially re-peopled 
and its industry revived. 

But at length came the great Mussulman eruption ; 
Mahomet and his generals led their triumphant armies 
through Asia with that astonishing rapidity and success 
which have ever attended eastern conquests. In tho ‘West, 
a conquest may be compared to a shower, which, insidiously 
and with time, permeates the soil ; in tho East, it is a Hood 
or an avalanche, which overwhelms, devastates, and changes 
-everything in a moment. 

"Whilst the intrepid Avnrou was making Syria trcmblo 
with the fame of his victories, the perfidious loukinna acce- 
lerated the triumphs of Mohammedanism by his stratagems. 
The master of a fleet which had como to tho succour of 
Tripoli, he hoisted the Homan standard, and presented 
himself before Tyre. His arrival caused much joy, for he 
was supposed to bring ammunition and troops to put theplace 
in a state of defence. He landed with nine hundred men, 
and was admitted into the city, but being betrayed by one 
of his own people, the little band were surrounded and taken 
prisoners. Their lives were only saved by a new subject of 
alarm. Jezid, a Saracen captain, appeared off Tyre with a 
force of two thousand men. The governoi’, with his garrison, 
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the regent of Jerusalem and the doge of Venice, it was pro- 
posed to besiege the city of Tyre, or that of Ascalon. As 
opinions were divided/ it was determined to consult God, 
according to the superstitions of the time, and be guided by 
the expression of his will. Two strips of parchment, upon 
which were written the names of Tyre and Ascalon, were 
deposited upon the altar of the Holy Sepulchre. Amidst 
an immense crowd of spectators, a young orphan advanced 
towards the altar, took one of the two strips, and it proved 
• to be that of the city of Tyre. 

The Venetians, more devoted to the interests of their 
commerce and their nation than to those of the Christian 
kingdom, demanded, before they laid siege to Tyre, that 
they should have a church, a street, a tree oven, and a 
national tribunal in all the cities of Palestine. They de- 
manded still further advantages ; among which was one-tliird 
of the conquered city. The conquest of Tyre seemed so 
important, that the regent, the chancellor of the kingdom, 
and the great vassals of the crown, accepted without hesi- 
tation the conditions of the Venetians; in an act, which 
history has preserved, they engaged not to acknowledge as 
king of Jerusalem either Baldwin du Bourg, or any other 
prince who should refuse to subscribe to it. 

When they had thus shared by treaty a city they had not 
yet conquered, they commenced their operations for the 
siege. The Christian army left Jerusalem, and the Venetian 
fleet the port of Ptolemais, towards the beginning of spring. 
The historian of the kingdom of Jerusalem, William of Tyre, 
was for a long time archbishop of this celebrated commercial 
city, and he pauses here to describe the ancient wonders of 
his metropolis. In his recital, at once religious and profane, 
he invokes by turns. the evidence of Isaiah and Virgil ; after 
speaking of King Hyram and the tomb of Origen, he does 
nor disdain to celebrate the memory of Cadmus and the 
country of Dido. The good archbishop particularly vaunts 
the industry and the commerce of Tyre, the fertility of its 
territory, its dyes, so celebrated in all antiquity ; its sand, 
which changed itself into transparent vases, and its sugar- 
canes, which began to be sought for by all regions- of the 
universe. The city of Tyre, in the time of Baldwin, was no 
longer that sumptuous city, whose rich merchants, according 
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of Jerusalem and l ho do m of Venice denied together over 


the walls of Tvro ; the Chri.-iiar.s made their triumphal 

— } 4 


entrance into the city; whiht the inhabitant 
the terms of the canitnlation, with their v.ivc 


according to 
iul children, 


departed from it. On whichever ride our rym: 
he, the end of a groat siege is a nielnncholv oh 


Ides may 
’t of con- 


templation ; nothing can conw-y :i sadder idc 
titan this compulsory exodus of a people. 

The day on which the news of the compter 
received at Jerusalem, was a festival for the 


•a to the mind 

i of lyre was 
inhabitants of 


the Holy City. Te I)cu;:i and hymns of thanks were 
chanted, amidst the ringing of bells and the shouts of the 
people; flags were flying over the lowers and ramparts of 
the city; branches of the olive and wreaths of ilewers were 
hung about the streets and public places; rich .stuffs orna- 
mented the outsides of houses and the doors of churches. 


The old talked about the former splendour of the kingdom 
of Judah, and the young virgins repeated in chorus the 
psalms in which the prophets had celebrated the city of 
Tyre. ‘ < 

The doge of Venice, on returning to the Holy City, was 
saluted by the acclamations of the people and the clergy. 
Tho barons and magnates did all in their power to detain 
him in Palestine ; they even went so far as to oiler him 
Baldwin’s crown, some believing that that prince was dead, 
and others acknowledging no king hut at the head of an 
army and on the field of battle. The doge declined tho 
crown, and, satisfied with the tillo of prince of Jerusalem, 
led back his victorious fleet to Italy. 


SIXTH SIEGE, A.D. 1183. 

Tyre is most conspicuously associated with great names ; 
next to having had the glory of checking the career of 
Alexander for seven months, it may reckon that of having 
successfully resisted the greatest Saracen general that, 
perhaps, ever lived. 

Whilst a new crusade was being earnestly preached in 
Europe, Saladin was following up the course of his victories 
in Palestine. The battle of Tiberias and the capture of 
Jerusalem had spread so great a terror, that the inhabitants 
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Conrad to restore his father to him, and give him rich pos- 
sessions in Syria, if he would open the gates of Tyre. He 
at the same time threatened to place the old in are - ;'? 
Montferrat in the front of the ranks of tho Saracens, and 
expose him to the arrows of the besieged. Conrad replied 
with haughtiness, that he despised the presents of infidels, 
and that the life of his father was less dear to him than 
the cause of the Christians. He added that nothing should 
impede his endeavours, and that if the Saracens were barba- 
rous enough to put to death an old man who had surren- 
dered on his parole of honour, he should think it a glory to 
be descended from a martyr. After this reply the Saracens 
recommenced their assaults, and the Tyrians defended them- 
selves with firmness and courage. The Hospitallers, the 
Templars, and most of the bravest warriors left in Palestine, 
hastened within the walls of Tyre, to share in the honour of 
so great a defence. Among the Pranks who distinguished 
themselves by their valour, was a Spanish gentleman, known 
in history by the name of “ The Green Knight ,” from the 
colour of his armour. He alone, say the old chroniclers, 
repulsed and dispersed whole battalions ; he fought several 
single combats, overthrowing the most intrepid of the Mus- 
sulmans, and made the Saracens wonder a-t and admire his 
bravery and skill in arms. 

There was not a citizen in the place who would not fight ; 
the children, even, were so many soldiers ; the women ani- 
mated the men by their presence and by their words. Upon 
the waters, at the foot of the ramparts, fresh combats were 
continually taking place. In all parts the Saracens met 
with the same Christian heroes who had so often made them 
tremble. N 

Despairing of taking the city of Tyre, Saladin resolved to 
raise the siege, in order to attack Tripoli, and was not more 
fortunate in that expedition. "William, king of Sicily, being 
informed of the misfortunes of Palestine, had sent succours 
to the Christians. The great Admiral Margarit, whose 
talents and victories had obtained for him the name of the 
King of the Sea and the Hew Heptune, arrived on the 
coast of Syria with sixty galleys, three hundred horse and 
five hundred foot- soldiers. The Sicilian warriors flew to 
the defence of Tripoli, and, led on by the Green Knight, who 
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A.C. 502. 

After tlie battle of Thymbra between Cyrus and Croesus, 
which was one of the most considerable events in antiquity, 
as it passed the empire of Asia from the Assyrians of Baby- 
lon to the Persians, Cyrus, the conqueror, marched directly 
upon Sardis, the capital of Lydia. According to Herodotus, 
Croesus did not believe that Cyrus meant to shut him up in 
the city, and therefore marched out to give him battle. He 
says the Lydians were the bravest people in Asia. Their 
principal strength consisted in their cavalry ; and Cyrus, in 
order to render this force ineffective, caused his camels to 
advance against the horse ; and the latter animals, having an 
instinctive dread or dislike for the former, would not face 
them. The horsemen dismounted and fought on foot ; after 
an obstinate contest, the Lydians were forced to retreat into 
their capital city, Sardis, which Cyrus immediately besieged, 
causing his engines to be brought up and his scaling-ladders 
to be prepared, as if he meant to take it by assault. But 
this was a feint ; he had been made acquainted with a pri- 
vate way into the city by a Persian slave, who had formerly 
been in the service of the governor, and at night he quietly 
made himself master of the citadel. At break of clay, he 
entered the city without resistance. Perceiving that the 
Chaldeans quitted then’ ranks and began to disperse them- 
selves, his first care was to prevent the city from being 
plundered. To effect this required nothing less than the 
perfect ascendancy which Cyrus had obtained over his 
troops. He informed the citizens, that the lives of them- 
selves and their children, with the honour of then’ women, 
were perfectly safe, provided they brought him all their gold 
and silver. This condition they readily complied with, and 
Crcesus, the proverbially richest man in' the world, was 
one of the first to lay his wealth at the foot of the conqueror. 
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them. Per our own parts, wo are not so sceptical regard- 
ing the remote events of history as some readers and 
authors are. "We see, constantly, matters that must some 
day belong to history, put in as false a light by the 
passions and interests of contemporaries, as if they were 
viewed through the mist of past ages. Again, that which 
is wonderful is not necessarily untrue. When Marco Paolo 
returned from his long pilgrimage, his accounts were all 
received as fables ; now, almost all of them prove to bo 
bare truth. We shall never reject a story told by a respect- 
able historian, on account of its being a little miraculous;, 
provided it be amusing, instructive, and elevating, and at 
the same time a thing with which well-educated youth 
ought to be acquainted. . 

The only son Croesus had living was dumb. This young 
prince, seeing a soldier about to cut down the king, whom 
he did not know, with his scimitar, made such a violent 
effort to save his father’s life, that he broke the string which 
had confined his tongue, and cried out, — “Soldier! spare the 
life of Croesus ! ” 

The account of Cyrus’s conversation, given above, is from. 
Xenophon’s CjTmpmdia ; the following, which greatly differs 
from the circumstances attending it, is from Herodotus. — 
How are we to choose ? The Cyropmdia is by some writers-- 
looked upon as little more than a romance ; and Herodotus 
abounds in apocryphal stories. 

Croesus being a prisoner, was condemned by tbe con- 
queror to be burnt alive. Accordingly, tbe funeral pile was 
prepared, and the unhappy prince, having been laid thereon, 
.and on the point of execution, recollecting the conversation.! 
he had formerly had with. Solon, was wofully convinced ofr 
tbe truth of that philosopher’s admonition, and in remem- 
brance thereof, cried out three times, — “Solon! Solon!. 
Solon ! ” Cyrus, who with his court was present, was. 
curious to know why Croesus pronounced the name of that 
philosopher ' with so much vehemence in his extremity.. 
“ Mighty king,” replied Croesus, “ when Solon in search of 
wisdom visited my court, I tried every means to dazzle him, 
and impress upon him the immense extent of my wealth. 
When I had displayed it all before him, I asked which man 
m all his travels he had found the most truly happy, expect- 

I 
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accidents winch cannot he foreseen. Therefore, in oui* 
opinion, no man can be esteemed happy but he whose hap- 
piness the gods continue to the end of his life ; as for others, 
who are perpetually exposed to a thousand dangers, we ac- 
count their -happiness as uncertain as the crown is to a 
pei’son engaged in battle who has not yet won, the victory.’” 

Upon hearing this, Cyrus reflected upon tire uncertainty 
of sublunary things, and was touched with compassion for 
the prince’s misfortunes. He caused him to be taken from 
the pile, and treated him as long as he lived with kindness 
and respect. Thus had Solon the honour of saving the life 
of one king, and of giving a wholesome lesson of instruction 
to another. 


SECOND SIEGE, A.C. 502. 

Under the reign of Darius Ochus, the Athenians, seduced 
by the persuasions of Aristagoras, embarked in an ill-fated 
expedition against the city of Sardis. We say ill-fated, 
although they burnt the city, with the exception of the 
citadel, because this unprovoked attack was the source of all 
the subsequent wars betweeen Greece and Persia, which 
produced so many calamities to both countries. The city 
being principally built of reeds, was soon fired, and as, 
quickly destroyed; but the citadel proved impregnable. 
The Lydians and Persians, highly exasperated, drove the 
Athenians and Ionians back to Ephesus, and destroyed 
many of their ships. Darius being informed of the burning 
of Sardis, and of the part the Athenians had taken in the 
affair, resolved from that time to make war upon Greece ; 
and, that he might never forget this resolution, he com- 
manded one of his officers to cry out to him with a loud 
voice, every night, when he was at supper : “ Sire,- remember 
the Athenians!” In the burning of Sardis, a temple of 
Cybele, the peculiar goddess of that country, was consumed, 
which was the reason the Persians, in their invasions of 
Greece, destroyed every sacred edifice that fell in their 
power. 
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taimncnt io the chief officers of tlio kingdom and tlio ladies 
of lilt: court. When flushed with wine, he ordered the gold 
ami >ilver vc.-.-els which had been taken from the temple of 
Jerusalem to ho brought out; ami a a an in.-uk to the God 
of L rael, lie, his whole court, ami all hi.i concubines. drank 
out- of these sacred vessel-. (Jed. who was di.qde.med at 
such insolence and impiety, at the in. ianl nude hint sensible 
whom it was he oiiVmied, by a sudden apparition of a hand, 
writing certain characters upon the wall. The him.', terribly 
surprised ami frightened at this vi.-hm, immediately sent for 
all the wise men, diviners and astrologers, t hat they might 
read the writing to him, and explain tint meaning of it. lint 
they all came in vain, not one of them being able to expound 
the characters. The obvious reason of this was that the 
characters were in the Hebrew or .Samaritan language, which 
the Babylonians did not understand. Thu queen-mother 
Nitoeris, a princess of great merit, coming, upon hearing of 
this prodigy, into the banqueting-room, endeavoured to 
compose the mind of the king her son, advising him to send 
for .Daniel, with whose abilities in such matters she was 
well acquainted, and whom she had employed in the govern- 
ment of the state. 

Daniel was therefore immediately sent fur, and spoke to 
the king with the freedom and liberty becoming a prophet, 
lie put him in mind of the dreadful manner in which God 
had punished the pride of his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar, 
and the tlagrant abuse he made of his power, when he acknow- 
ledged no law but his own will, and thought himself em- 
powered to exalt and to abase, to inflict destruction and 
death, wheresoever bo would, only because such was his 
will and pleasure. “ And thou his son," said he to tho 
king, “ bast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest 
all this, but hast lifted up thyself against tho Lord of 
heaven ; aud they have brought tlio vessels of his house 
before thee, and thou and tiiy lords, thy wives and thy 
concubines, have drunk wine in them ; and thou hast praised 
the gods of silver and of gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, 
which see not, nor hear, nor know ; and the God in whoso 
hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou 
not glorified. Then was tho part of the hand sent from 
him, and this writing was written. And this is the writing 



oqj jo omocj *EOoatd oj maqj jtio put; ‘sparnS oqj po'nid 


oqj nodo aaiACoj Aq ‘natsop stq oj jiwtAiasqnn jqjt'u tuojoia 
•pjqj jo Jop^osip P uc ooaoSqSoa jwjouaS oqj opcm ‘sti i.{q 
oj eojc3 oqj n® lT °do oj pasitnojd pcq oqA\ ‘opin9 ojqtsuai 
0I /X ' 0 l 3T! J S( l 0 ^ nn Smjoora jnoqjnv poancApc pun ‘svjupng 
jfq jaqjo oqj pac ‘se/iqog /q popucuiraoa ouo oqj ‘[onurqo 
oq? ojai jtiOAv 'sjap-to jtaqj oj Scnpjoaac ‘sdooaj jo Eoipoq 
oa>? oqjuoqj; ‘Zip /pcaa oracaoq joaacqo sjj pun ipotjdtuo 
‘orat; o joj ‘etJAV. eajcjqdng; oqj jo jird jcqj ‘encara siqj 
jfg- ‘ -taoqj ojm mu jqSiat joau oqj jo jojcav oqj jcqj ‘Atojoq 
pac otoqc ‘/jto oqj jo eopia qjoq no ‘saqojip jo Eajacjdooai 
jwjS oqj nodo uioqj op cut oq SataoAO eqj’ at ‘spo3 oqj jo 
ooacpjnS oq; Japan poqoacaioqjcqj uioqj oj Smjaasajdoj /q 
'ratq a\o[[OJ oj eaaoqjo sjq pejjoqro pan ‘ejopjo yfjcssaaoa [p 
noiiS Sm urjp ’opcpaoj jt panoj -(oqj joas sr uoos sc joau 
oqjjo puacqo oqj 3 uo[r Saiqojcai /q ‘jqStu Xjoa jcqj /jio 
eqj jojtio oj tnoqj papavauaoo pcq pun f jno jnoAA jt oaoqk 
opis jcqjoo jjcd aoqjonc pan ‘/jio oqj ojmpojojao joau oqj 
ojaqA\ opts jcqj no ecIoojj stq jo jjcd c pojeod pcq ‘/jio oqj 
pac oocjc’d oqj at qjoq ‘[raij'soj eiqj /q paaotscooo XppuoaoS 
guav jcqj uoisnjaoa oqj jo poauojat qaii ‘joiaAioq ‘EtuJq) 

;jnoq ojiq /joa c oj sSajuaAoi Jtoqj pantnjuoo 
pttc 'jatiBncq Jiaqj oj utcSc uAvop jcs puc ‘ouuj jaqjonc oj 
Biojjcni enoijoa jo notssnosip oqj jjo jnd Aaqj ‘[Caijsoj jaosoad 
oqj jo /of jvJOnoS oqj Saiqjnjsip jo jeoj joj jcqj ‘mcjjoo bi 
‘jOAaAVOq ‘Eiqx ‘Ji jisac oj sjaajpodxo qjm xnaqj qsinmj 
jqSpn otntj jcqj pac ‘ojciporaaii jo jaosaad sc pootraoaap 
jou ecAi /jrrac^ra oqj jcqj notscnsaad c taojj /jqcqoad 
‘eicaj Jtoqj jodsip oj sonata panoj /oqj jnq f /acdraoo oqj jo 
uoijcajojsaoo oqj oscaaont oj pajoodxo oq jqSira aoijcjoad 
-jajot siqj .psucisjaj pnc sapajq; oqj oj uoaiS pnc ‘poptAtp 
bi raopSaiq /qj ‘s 2113,3; : Soijocaa panoj qic puc ‘sooucjcq 
eqj ax paqStOAV jar noqj ‘azsaj, ‘ ji paqsintj pac ‘aiopSaxq 
/qj paiaqrana qjcq po£) : Saiqj oqj jo aotjcjoadjojin 

eqj si mqji *iusrrrjjaj^ ‘aaaaj^ ‘anaj^ :hojjuaa soav. jcqj 

•itroisin ao saoaas ivaao 8IT 


BABYLOST. 


119 


company tlinfc were within the palace opening the doors to 
ascertain the cause of the noise they heard without, the 
soldiers rushed in, and quickly made themselves masters of 
it. Meeting the king, who came towards them sword in 
hand, at the head of those that were in the way to succour 
him, they killed him, and put all that attended him to 
death. The iirst thing the conqueror did was to thank the 
gods for having at last punished that impious king. These 
words are Xenophon’s, and are very worthy of attention, as 
they so perfectly agree with what the Scriptures have 
recorded of the impious Belshazzar. 

The taking of Babylon put an end to tho Babylonian 
empire, after a duration of two hundred and ten years, from 
the beginning of the reign of Nabonassur. Thus was the 
power of that proud city brought low just fifty years after 
she had destroyed the city of Jerusalem and her temple. 
And herein were accomplished those predictions which the 
prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Daniel had denounced 
against her. There is still one more, the most important 
and the most incredible of them all, and yet the Scripture 
has set it down in the strongest terms, and marked it out 
with the greatest exactness ; a prediction literally fulfilled 
in all its points : the proof still actually subsists, is the most 
easy to he verified, and indeed of a nature not to bo contested. 
'What* I mean is the prediction of so total and absolute a 
ruin of Babylon, that not the least remains or traces should 
he left of it. 

_ In the first place, Babylon ceased to he a royal city, tho 
kings of Persia choosing to reside elsewhere. They delighted 
more in Susa, Ecbatana, Persepolis, or any other place, and 
did themselves destroy a great part of Babylon. We are 
informed by Strabo aud Pliny, that the Macedonians, who 
succeeded the Persians, did not only neglect it, and forbear 
to embellish it, or even repair it, but that, moreover, they 
built Seleucia in the neighbourhood, on purpose to draw 
away its inhabitants, and cause it to be deserted. Nothing 
can better explain what the prophet had foretold : “ It shall 
not he inhabited. It3 own masters endeavour to make it 
desolate. The new kings oi Persia, who afterwards became 
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deliver up Babylon to him. Pilled with surprise and admi- • 
ration, Darius gave him liberty to pursue his own course, 
with a promise to second him. Zopyrus proceeded towards 
the city, and, on gaining the walls, entreated refugo for ono 
of the victims of the cruelty of Darius, exhibited his wounds, 
and solicited permission to avenge himself upon an enemy 
with whose designs he was fully acquainted. His blood and 
his wounds removed all suspicion ; the citizens confided in his 
word, his courage, and what he termed his misfortunes, and 
they put him in command of as many troops as he demanded. 
In’ the first sortie, he and his band killed a thousand Persians; 
some days after, two thousand ; a third, lour thousand 
strewed the field of battle. Babylon resounded with the 
praises of Zopyrus; he was termed the preserver of the city. 
He was made generalissimo of the troops, aud the guarding 
of the walls was intrusted to him. At the time agreed 
upon, Darius drew close to Babylon ; the faithful Zopyrus 
opened its gates to his master, and placed in his hands a 
city which he might never have obtained by famine or force. 
The king loaded Zopyrus with honours, and gave him, for 
life, the revenue of the city his stratagem had been the 
means of subduing. When contemplating the physical defi- 
ciencies his devotion had created, the grateful monarch was 
accustomed to say he would rather miss the taking of ten 
Babylons tban permit so faithful a servant to mutilate 
himself in that manner. In order to prevent similar revolts, 
great part of the walls were destroyed, and the hundred 
gates were removed. 

Of the importance Babylon retained nearly two hundred 
years after the above event, we may judge by the splendour 
of Alexander’s triumphal entrance into that city. Babylon, 
was given up to the Macedonian conqueror immediately 
after the battle, of Arbela, without the trouble of drawing 
a sword. The reputation of his victories gained him many 
such bloodless conquests. As it is not a siege, it does not 
come within our plan to relate more concerning the surrender 
of this city; but we are sure our younger readers will excuse, 
our departure from our course, to describe the above-named 
triumph. 

Alexander entered the city at the head of his whole 
army, as if he had been marching to a battle. The walls of 



•qcods o| oom.vojd jno ?on st ?i Xccun ejq pan jopucxo{\r 
uodn ucq%££ jo'Xwxnj oq? jo s’jaajjo p??nj Xpcau oq? jo 

•s?sonbnoo Jion o? nicjtTco 
JJ?0J 3 jpq? Alopoj o? cnoxitro ojoui oq? uioq? opmu* ijuo 
nojq.w ‘dzud qou oq? or pojnqs Bioipjos-?ooj qsaireora oq? pnc 
BWpcoi q?oq ‘ Xiruo eiq ?s2aotnn ‘pauq pjjoqq c q?tss ‘nanoj 
cq qqOAV osaorauit oq? popiAip pan ‘eojqaoAOUi pun Aonom 
F t gnut'(£ I(C jo A1GTA t: qoo? oq Xcp won ‘sqx ‘qdiunu? jo 
paiq o iq oonp?d oq? o? opoj pan ‘X?jo oq? pojo?ao ‘joutiqo 
c ao po?nos pan ‘spacnS siq Xq popunojans ‘oq qspq.v. 
‘ij?ticjnj stq aoyn qpjv\ o? ojdood oq? poptrcramoo Saiq oqj; 
•ooaoogiuScca aioq? o.uooaoo /]OD4008 aco uot?nui5cuii ?nq? 
enon;dnins os o’jo.u so&roq pm? noui q?oq qoiqji jo *.£qt?AKO 
qsinopfqcg; oq? Xq dn ?q3nojq bcas jcoj oqx -Bnosnos oq? 
jo B&pa?tssjou oq? pan e?oanjd oq? jo saoi?oui oq? oiaosqo 
o? Btrcop\nqo oq? pan ‘s?aotntu?sni aioq? o? eSapi Jioq? jo 
so^iwd oq? 3ais o? pauio?Bnoon Siiioq J9??Tq oq? ! sanioisnca 
pan BJoAsq?ob3 antaopfqcg; /q pgracdtnooot; ‘sacopjnqo 
oq? noq? • Xi?anoo Jioq? jo joancin oq? m sain^q SaiSais 
‘poqjnAX iSeje oq? bsoq? ao'yy 'BoSco a’ojt ai BJoq?ncd 
pnn etroij q?us ‘eoejoq Xanax ?roJS n , 0 '[??ro jo spjgq jo 
gar?sieado 12mq oq? 0 ? opnra oq o? ojoas. qoiqw s?uosoid oq? 
orano ?p: jo ?snrj *puyq Xjoao jo somnjjod ?uojScjj ?soat oq? 
?nq ‘asnoocnqanjj q?us Aqao ?oa ^poqoras qort[AV ‘fucjpj aoa[cs 
.fc-u. oq? jo sopss q?oq no posicj pan ‘s jo as op q?iAi s?ooj?s 
oq? po ssoj?s ‘soansnoj? oq? jo naipaunS pan ssoj?joj oq? jo 
joujoaoS ‘eouoqdozog; •qojuar Eiq poddii?s?no pnq tusoaoi 
oeoqiv ‘aStojoAos avou Jioq? oos o? pnq Xoq? oouoi?cdmt 
oq? inojj f unq ?ooia o? ?no ouo3 qjoas Eaozi?io oq? jo ?jnd 
?S3?t?ojSoq? i>arpnc?sq?tAi?oa ‘o[dood q?m poaqojo.u ao[Xqcg_ 

■isoisin ao saoais aTaao zzi 



123 


COHIOLI. 


A.C. 193. 

AxiTiiotjgii wo cannot undertake to notice every siege of 
the cities of Italy which assisted the regular but rapid rise 
of the Homan power, we shall malco it a point not to pass 
by such as have any interesting association attached to them; 
and what English youth, with a Shakespeare in his father’s 
library, is not familiar with Coriolanus in Corioli ? 

• The Volscians tormented the Homans by continual attacks. 
In order to punish them, the siege of Corioli was resolved 
upon. It was one of their strongest places. In a sortie, 
the besiegers repulsed the Homans, and drove them back to 
their own camp. Eurious at such a defeat, Marcius, a young 
patrician, with a handful of bravo companions, returned to 
the charge, made the Volscians give way in their turn, pene- 
trated with them into the city, and gave it up to pillage. 
That was the age when military talents were sure of their 
reward. After the taking of the city, the consul Cominius,. 
before the whole army, ordered Caius Marcius- to take a 
tenth of the booty, before any division was made of the rest, 
besides presenting him with a fine horse and noble trappings 
as a reward for his valour. The army expressed their ap- 
proval of this by their acclamations ; but Marcius, stepping 
forward, said, “ That he accepted of the horse, and was 
happy in the consul’s approbation ; but as for the rest, he 
considered it ..rather as a pecuniary reward than as a mark 
of honour, and therefore desired to he excused receiving it, 
as he was quite satisfied with his proper share of the booty. 
One favour only in particular I desire,” continued he, “and 
I beg I may be indulged in it. I have a friend among the 
Volscians, hound with me in the sacred rites of hospitality, 
who is a man of .virtue and honour. He is now among the 
prisoners, and from easy and opulent circumstances is re- 
duced to servitude. Of the many misfortunes under which 
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made of skins were erected, which proved as good as houses 
to them. This being an innovation, the tribunes of the 
people opposed it strongly, but a check soon silenced their 
yam clamours. TheYejentes, in a sortie,, took the besiegers 
by surprise, burnt their machines, and destroyed most of 
their works. All orders of the Homans swore not to leave 
the camp till the city was taken. The horsemen, whom the 
republic was bound to supply with horses, oifered to find 
lenrat their own expense. The senate, only anxious for 
.the glory and interest of the state, charmed with this unani- 
rnous zea assigned for the first time a pay to the horsemen, 
and to all the volunteers who would repair to the sie^e 
lhe works were, quickly re-established, with the addition of 
look fiwi 6 con3ld( Y a b le nevr ones. Home was beginning to 
mfiitS m ° 3t T V °v~ able results ’ whcn the hatred of the 
manded ^ Une3 > L - ^'gumis and M. Sergius, who com- 
anded the army, almost annihilated their hopes Tim 

a£“seL« nd Fale . rii -, neighbours of the Tei 
lirth f. r ,P med and attwked the camp of the 

to senarate k° M™ 63 car ™ d tl,eir 1 ,,arrel 50 far aa 
this stafe tl f Vld ° ‘I'f, arm >' mt0 two parts. Whilst in 
concert with tt. enem ^ / e ^ u P on Sergius. The besieged, in 
side Thp i 6111 - SOrfcie and attacke(1 him on their 

sought iifptw - fc °m 3 m d I f? 1 man3 f ? u ght feebly, and soon 
becameVpnm- ^ A w ? re disorder, and the rout 

but he nrpf a "i ^rgimus might have saved his colleague, 
exaspLSf s P ectacl * of h » d ^at. The 
mands e < A ll ° ed them both to abdicate their com- 

for so PTP-if^ " rG - re bought to trial, and very heavily fined 
hut thev tr a cnrn< y The Ealerii returned to the charge, 
the sieip r^ 6 re ? u A ed w *th great loss. In the mean time, 
armieAtL • ^ advance > the efforts of the Homan 
The fnlinr I ? lna ^ ed 111 ra vaging the lands of their enemies. 
TJndpT'Tn ,VID ° ^ ear > the war was still more unsuccessful- 
whom hi, 111 P re tsnce3 ol religion, the military tribunes, wira 
dictate 6 , mans ^'sre dissatisfied, were deposed, an d a 
etneraprA 33 c h° Sea ’ 33 ”' 33 the custom on all the pressing 
rare Si 0163 of the ropublic. 31. Purius Camillas, ^ 
once in ° U1 ' 3nd h^gh capacity had been displayed Vie 
Pre,enpp C °r a .^ 1733 rotrod to this supreme 

of this great man soon restored the nn- 
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rods, commanded them to flog the treacherous pedagogue 
back to ,the city. Plutarch says that Camillas was much 
shocked at this action of the schoolmaster, and said to those 
around them, — “ "War at best is a savage thing, and wades 
through a sea of violence and injustice ; yet even war itself 
has its laws, which men of honour will not depart from ; nor 
do they pursue victory so as to avail themselves of acts of 
villany and baseness. A great general should rely upon 
his own virtue, and not upon the treachery of others.” 

It is said that the magistrates of the place were so affected 
by the magnanimity of the dictator, that they brought him 
the keys of the city. 


PL ATiE JE. 

A.C. 431. 

"Wmair we compare the intestine wars of the Greeks with 
the sweeping conquests of the East, we are struck with the 
vast disproportion in the numbers of combatants engaged, 
and we . are brought to the conviction that acts of heroism, 
devotedness, and patriotism seem more common and more 
brilliant where men are but few, than when they are in great 
masses. The siege of Platsese was carried on on both sides 
by such a small number of combatants, that the issue might 
be supposed to have but very little interest ; and yet, what 
a charm there is about everything that relates to Greece ! 
Its feuds are the most important wars in history ; its war- 
riors and statesmen the most renowned in the universe, 
although the territories in question would not equal in 
revenue those of great English nobles or millionuaires, and 
the men in fact were not above influential burgesses. 

The Peloponnesian war began by the Thebans attacking 
Platmse, a city of Bceotia, in alliance with the Athenians. 
Some traitors opened the gates to them. The citizens of 
Plat'sete, attacking them in the night, killed them all, with the 
exception of two hundred whom they made prisoners. The 
Athenians being informed of what had taken place at 
Platsem, immediately sent thither both men and provisions. 
Two or three years after, the Laeedtemonians laid siege to 
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eighty soldiers, persisted in their design, and had the good 
fortune to succeed. These intrepid warriors commenced by 
ascertaining tho height of the walls by counting the rows of 
bricks, which was done at several times and by various per- 
sons, to avoid mistake ; they then made their ladders in 
proportion. All precautionary measures being taken, tho 
besieged chose a dark, stormy, and rainy night for their 
attempt. After having passed tho first ditch, they drew 
near the walls without being discovered. They marched at 
a short distance from each other, to avoid the clashing of 
their arms, which were very light, in order to allow them to 
be more active ; and they only wore one shoe, to prevent 
their slipping in tbe mud. A great number of them suc- 
ceeded in mounting tlie wall, armed only with a cuirass and 
dagger, but as they were advancing toward tbe towers, a tile 
which one of them accidentally threw down, betrayed them. 
A loud cry was immediately given from the tops of tho 
towers, and the whole camp rushed towards the walls, 
ignorant, from the darkness of the night, of what could bo 
tlie matter. Those who remained in tbe city gave an alarm 
in another direction, to create a diversion; so that the enemy, 
in doubt, knew not which way to take. They, however, 
lighted torches on the side towards Thebes, to show that the 
danger was in that direction. The inhabitants, to render this 
signal useless, lighted others at the same time in various 
places. The Plataeans who were upon the walls got posses- 
sion of the two towers, defended the approach to them with, 
arrows and darts, and thus favoured the passage of their 
companions. They descended tbe last, and hastened to the 
ditch, to pass as the others had done. At this moment, a 
body of three hundred men came out to meet them. . The 
bold fugitives contrived to elude them, and even killed 
several : they all reached Athens in safety, with tbe excep- 
tion of one archer, who was taken at the side of the ditch. 
Those who were left in the city defended themselves for a 
considerable time with courage ;• but at length, after having 
endured all the evils of a long siege, exhausted rather than 
vanquished, they surrendered at discretion. They were 
slaughtered without pity, and their wives were reduced t a 
slavery. The following year, the city was completely razed 
to the ground. 
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ATHENS. 


A.C. 480. 

During- the invasion of Xerxes,' all the Grecian cities in 
his passage were subdued or felt the disastrous effects of his 
vengeance. The. Athenians, too proud to submit, and. too 
weak to defend themselves alone by land, sent to consult 
the oracle at Delphi. The god replied: “ It is only within 
walls of wood the city will find safety .” Themistocles per- 
suaded the people that Apollo ordered them to instantly 
quit their city, and embark on board a good fleet, after having 
provided places of security for their wives and children. In 
consequence of this advice, they embarked, after having sent 
their aged, their women, and their children, to Trcezene, in the 
Peloponnesus. ¥e cannot imagine a more affecting spec- 
tacle than the departure of this fleet ; the unfortunate inha- 
bitants kept their eyes, bathed in tears, fixed upon their 
abandoned homes till distance or darkness rendered them 
invisible. . The very animals shared the common grief, 
running along, the shore, and seeming to call back their 
masters by then 1 cries. It is said that a dog belonging to 
Xantippus, the father of Pericles, threw himself into the sea, 
and swam by the side of his vessel till it reached Salamis, 
where it sunk exhausted upon the beach and died. This 
imaginative people erected a monument to this faithful dog, 
called “ The Grave of the Dog.” In the mean time, the 
Persian army entered Athens, forced the citadel, defended 
to the last by a small number of self-devoted men, and 
reduced the superb city to ashes. 

SECOND SIEGE, A.C. 404. 

After the battle of Platasse, the citizens of Athens returned 
to their country, and built a superb city upon the ruins oi 
the ancient one. By recovering its splendour, it attracted 
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ATHENS. 

TfHkafc did them most damage was the secret treachery of 
two Athenian slaves, who were in the Piraeus. These slaves, 
whether out of affection for the Korn an interest, or desirous 
of providing for their own safety in ease the place were taken, 
wrote upon leaden halls all that was going forward within, 
and threw them from slings to the Romans ; so that, how 
prudent soever were the measures' adopted by Archelaus, 
none of them succeeded. He resolved to make a general 
sally ; the traitor slung a leaden ball, inscribed, “ To-morrow, 
at such an hour, the fort will attack your works, and tho 
horse your camp.” Sylla laid ambushes, and repulsed the 
besieged with loss. A convoy of provisions, sadly wanted, 
was to be thrown into the city by night ; upon advice, 
conveyed in the same way, the provisions were intercepted. 

Notwithstanding all these disappointments, the Athenians 
defended themselves bravely. They found means either to 
burn. most of the machines erected against their walls, or, 
by undermining them, to throw them down, and break them 
to pieces. The Romans, on their side, behaved with no less 
vigour. By means of mines, they made a way to the bottom 
of the walls' under which they hollowed the ground ; and 
having propped the foundation with beams of wood, they 
afterwards set fire to the props, with a great quantity of 
pitch, sulphur, and tar. "When these beams were burnt, 
part of the wall fell down with a horrible noise, and a large 
breach was opened, through which the Romans advanced to 
the assault. This battle was contested with great obstinacy, 
but at length the Romans were obliged to retire. 

The next day they renewed the attack. The besieged 
had built a fresh wall during the night, in the form of a 
crescent, in the place of that which had been destroyed, and 
the Romans found it impossible to force it. 

. Sylla, discouraged by so obstinate a defence, resolved to 
make no more assaults, but to take the place by famine. 
The city, on the other hand, was at the last extremity. A 
bushel of barley had been sold for a thousand drachmas 
(about £25 sterling). The inhabitants did-not only eat the 
grass and roots which they found about the citadel, but the 
flesh of horses, and the leather of their shoes, which they 
boiled soft. In the midst of the public misery, the tyrant 
passed his days and nights in revelling. The senators and 
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Munichia, another port of Attica. To do this commander 
justice, he deserved to have conquered, for he had failed in 
neither courage nor skilful exertions during the- siege. 
"With his own hand he set fire to one of the Roman gal- 
leries, and destroyed all the machines upon it. On another 
occasion, his soldiers being repulsed, took to flight, and ho 
in vain endeavoured to rally them. ITe was soon left so 
completely alone, that he had to be drawn up the wall by 
ropes. His bravery formed a strong contrast with the 
cowardice and infamous debaucheries of Aristion. 

Sylla restored the Athenians their liberty, but not that 
consideration generally the companion of power. During 
several ages Athens was still considered the common country 
of tasteful knowledge ; people went thither for the purpose 
of instructing themselves in the arts of thinking and speak- 
ing correctly. By degrees her talents were extinguished, 
and her renown was eclipsed. Succumbing by turn to all 
the barbarians who invaded the Roman empire, she changed 
masters as often as she saw enemies at her gates. The Turks 
destroyed what were left of her splendid edifices. Twice 
the Venetians paid the honours of a siege to Setine, built 
upon its ruins. After so much destruction and so many 
sieges, the traveller can scarcely discover the ruins of Athens 
upon the soil where formerly stood that celebrated city. 
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repaired and augmented the fortifications, and confided the 
•whole military authority to Hermoerates, a man equally 
illustrious by his valour and his experience. 

The Athenians obtained possession of Epipolte, in spite of 
the frequent sorties of the besieged, aud surrounded the 
city with a wall of circumvallation. Hicias, by the recall of 
Alcibiades and the death of Lamachus, who was killed in an 
action, found himself without colleagues, and sole master of 
all the operations. Casting aside his habitual tardiness, he 
brought his fleet into both the ports, and pressed the 
siege on with energy by sea and land. Syracuse, thus 
blockaded, was reduced to the last extremity. The 
despairing citizens were already thinking of surrendering, 
when Gylippus, a Lacedaemonian captain, sent to their 
relief with a good body of troops, made his appearance. 
Hope was again revived, and, in anticipation, they pro- 
claimed the Spartan the father and liberator of Syracuse. 
This general did not disappoint the expectations of his 
allies. He sent word to the Athenians that he allowed 
them five days to evacuate Sicily. Hicias did not con- 
descend to make any reply to such a message, but some of 
his soldiers, asked the herald whether the appearance of a 
Lacedaemonian cloak-and a miserable stick could change the 
fortunes of armies. Preparations for battle were made on 
both sides. Port Labdalon was carried by assault, and all 
the Athenians who defended it were put to the sword. 
Every- day some skirmish or more serious action occurred, 
in which Gylippus had always the advantage. Hicks was 
forced to go into cantonments towards Plemmyrium, in 
order to protect his baggage and to support his fleet. 
The Lacedaemonians attacked and carried his forts, and 
took possession of his baggage, at the same time that the 
Syracusans obtained a serious advantage over his fleet. 
Hicias wa3 in a state of perfect consternation ; he had in- 
formed the Athenians of the miserable state of his army 
since the landing of the Spartans, and they had promised 
him succours, but they did not arrive, and his situation 
became alarming. He was on the point of succumbing to 
his fate, when an Athenian fleet of seventy-three galleys, 
commanded by Demosthenes, sailed proudly into port. This 
general immediately planned and attempted some attacks, 
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wound which their dentil has made in my heart, nor forbear 
hating and detesting the Athenians, the authors of this 
unhappy war, as the murderers of my children. But, how- 
ever, 1 cannot conceal one circumstance, which is, that I am 
less sensible to my private affliction than to the honour ot 
my country ; and I see it ready to expose itself to eternal 
infamy by the barbarous advice which is now given you. 
The Athenians, indeed, merit the worst treatment, and every 
land of punishment that can be inflicted on them, for so 
unjustly declaring war against us ; but have not the gods, 
the just avengers of crimes, punished them and avenged us 
sufficiently ? "When their generals laid down their arms 
and surrendered, did they not do this in the confidence of 
having their lives spared ? And if we put them to death, 
will it be possible for us to avoid the just reproach of having 
•violated the laws of nations, and dishonoured our triumph 
by the most barbarous cruelty ? What ! will you suffer 
your gloxy to be thus sullied in the face of the whole world, 
and have it said that a nation who first dedicated a temple 
. in their city to Clemency, found not any in yours ? Surely 
victories and triumphs do not give immortal glory to a city ; 
but the exercising of mercy towards a vanquished enemy, 
the using of moderation in the greatest prosperity, and 
fearing to offend the gods by a haughty and insolent pride. 
You, doubtless, have not forgotten that this IsTicias, whose 
fate you are going to pronounce, was the very man who 
pleaded your cause in the assembly of the Athenians, and 
. employed all his credit and the whole power of his eloquence 
to dissuade his country from embarking in this war. Should 
you, therefore, pronounce sentence of death upon this worthy 
general, would it be a just reward for the zeal he showed for 
your interest ? With regard to myself, death would be less 
grievous to me than the sight of so horrid an injustice com- 
mitted by my countrymen and fellow-citizens.” 

The people seemed moved to compassion by this speech, 
especially as when the venerable old man first ascended the 
tribunal, they expected to hear him cry aloud for vengeance 
on those who had brought his calamities upon him, instead 
of suing for their pardon. But the enemies of the Athe- 
nians having expatiated with vehemence upon the unheard- 
. of cruelties which their republic had exercised upon several 
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than any number of troops could have done : this army and 
its generals faded away beneath the awful scourge, as it were 
instantaneously. The tyrant, taking advantage of the 
miserable state to which disease had reduced the Cartha- 
ginians, attacked them with spirit, defeated them without 
trouble, took or burnt most of their vessels, and made a vast 
booty. 

THIRD SIEGE, A.C. 212. 

In the year 212 before Christ, the Syracusans, excited by 
seditious magistrates, declared war against Home, breaking 
the treaties entered into by Uiero 11. and tho great re- 
public. The consul Marcellus, being in Sicily, advanced 
towards Syracuse. When near the city, he sent deputies to 
inform tho inhabitants that ho came to restore liberty to 
Syracuse, and not to make war upon it ; but he was refused 
admission to the city. Hippocrates and Epicydes went out 
to meet him, and having heard his proposals, replied 
haughtily, that if the Romans intended to besiege their city, 
they should soon learn tho difference between Syracuse and 
Leontium. Marcellus then determined to besiege the place, 
— by land on the side of Hexapylum, and by sea on that of 
the Achradinas, the walls of which were washed by the waves. 
He gave Appius the command of the land forces, and re- 
served that of tho fleet for himself. The fleet consisted of 
sixty galleys of five benches of oars, filled with soldiers, 
armed with, bows, slings, and darts, to scour the walls. 
There were a great number of other vessels, laden with all 
sorts of machines usually employed in the sieges of fortified 
places. The Komans, carryiug on their attacks at two 
different places, the Syracusans were at first in great con- 
sternation, apprehensive that nothing could oppose so ter- 
rible a power and such mighty efforts. And it bad, indeed, 
been impossible to resist them, but for the assistance of one 
single man, whose wonderful genius was everything to the 
Syracusans : this was Archimedes. He had taken care to 
supply the walls with all things necessary for a good defence. 
As soon as his machines began to play on the land side, they 
discharged upon the infantry all sorts of darts, with stones 
of enormous weight, which flew with so much noise, force, 
and rapidity, that nothing could withstand their shock. 
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others at the head assisting in raising it with levers. The 
galleys afterwards being brought forward to the foot of the- 
walls, the machines were applied to them. The bridge of 
the sauibuca was then let down, no doubt after the manner 
of a drawbridge, upon which the besiegers passed to the 
walls of the place besieged. This machine had not the 
expected effect. "Whilst it was at a considerable distance 
from the walls, Archimedes discharged a vast stone upon it, 
weighing ten quintals,* then a second, and immediately 
after a third, all of which, striking against it with dreadful 
force and noise, beat down and broke its supports, and gave 
the galleys upon which it stood such a shock, that they 
parted from each other. Marcellus, almost discouraged and 
at a loss what to do, retired as fast as possible with his gal- 
leys, and sent orders to the land forces to do the same. He 
called also a council of war, in which it was resolved, the 
next day before dawn, to endeavour to approach close to the 
walls. They were in hopes, by this means, to shelter them- 
selves from the machines, which, for want of a distance pro- 
portioned to their force, would be rendered ineffectual. But 
Archimedes had provided against all contingencies. He had 
prepared machines long before, that carried to all distances 
a proportionate number of darts and ends of beams, which 
being very short, required less time for preparing them, aud 
in consequence, were more frequently discharged. He had 
besides made small chasms or loopholes in the walls, at 
little distances, where he had placed scorpions, f which, not 
carrying far, wounded those who approached, without being 
perceived but by their effect. "When the Romans had gained 
the foot of the walls, and thought themselves very well 
covered, they found they were exposed to an infinite number 
of darts, or overwhelmed with stones, which fell directly 
upon their heads, there being no part of the wall which did 
not continually pour that mortal hail upon them. This 
obliged them to retire. But they were no sooner removed 
to some distance, than a new discharge of darts overtook 
them in their retreat, so that they lost gi’eat numbers of 

* The quintal was of several kinds: the least weighed 125 lbs., the 
largest more than 1,200 lbs. 

T Scorpions were machines like cross-bows, for the discharge of dart3 
and arrows. 
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by honourable distinctions and actual rewards, which never 
ruin or impoverish a state. "We say nothing in this place of 
the birth or nobility of Archimedes; he was not indebted to 
them for the happiness of his . genius and profound know- 
ledge ; we consider him only as a learned man, and an excel- 
lent geometrician. "What a loss would Syracuse have 
sustained, if, to have saved a small expense and pension, 
such a man had been abandoned to inaction' and obscurity! 
Hiero was careful not to act in this manner. He knew all 
the value of our geometrician ; and it is no vulgar merit in 
a prince to understand that of other men. He paid it due 
honour ; he made it useful; and did not stay till occasion or 
necessity obliged him to do so : it would then have been too 
late. By a wise foresight, the true character of a great prince 
and a great minister, in the : very arms of peace, he provided 
all that was necessary for supporting a siege, and making 
war with success,. though at that time there was no appear- 
ance of anything to be apprehended from the Eomans, with 
whom Syracuse was allied in the strictest friendship. Hence 
were seen to arise in an instant, as out of the earth, an 
incredible number of machines of every kind and size, the 
very sight of which was sufficient to strike armies with 
terror and confusion. There are amongst those machines 
some of which we can scarcely conceive the effects, and the 
reality of which we might be tempted to call in question, if 
it were allowable to doubt the evidence of writers, such, for 
instance, as Polybius,' an almost contemporary author, who 
treated of facts entirely recent, and such as were well known 
to all the world. But how can we refuse to give credit to 
the uniform consent of Greek and Eoman historians, whe- 
ther friends -or enemies, with regard to circumstances of 
which whole armies were witnesses and experienced the 
eifects, and which had so great an influence on the events of 
the war ? "What passed- in this siege of Syracuse shows how 
. far the ancients had carried their genius and art in besieging 
and. in supporting sieges. Our artillery, which so perfectly 
imitates thunder, has . not more effect than the machines of 
Archimedes had, if indeed it has so much. A burning 
glass is spoken of, by the means of which Archimedes is said 
to have burnt part of the Eoman fleet. That must have 
been an extraordinary invention ; but, as no ancient author 
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thaginians dispossessed of Sicily, both by sea and land, what 
reason could the Homans now have for not inclining as 
much to preserve Syracuse, as if Hiero, the sole example of 
fidelity ’towards them, were still alive ? That neither the 
city nor the inhabitants had anything to fear but from 
themselves, if they let slip the occasion for renewing their 
amity with the Homans ; that they never had so favourable 
an opportunity as the present, when they were just delivered 
from the violent government of their tyrants ; and that the 
first use they ought to make of their iiberty was to return 
to their duty. 

This discourse was perfectly well received by everybody. It 
was, however, judged proper to create new magistrates before 
the nomination of deputies ; the latter of whom were chosen 
from the former. The deputy who spoke in their name, and was 
instructed solely to use the utmost endeavours that Syracuse 
might not be destroyed, addressed himself to Marcellus, in 
a long but sensible speech, laying the whole blame of the 
war upon Hippocrates and Epicydes. “ Eor the rest,” said 
he, still continuing to address Marcellus, “ your interest is 
as much concerned as ours. The gods have granted you 
the glory of having taken the finest .and most illustrious 
city possessed by the Greeks. All we have ever achieved 
worthy of being recorded, either by sea or land, augments 
and adorns your triumph. Earae is not a sufficiently 
faithful chronicler to make known the greatness and 
strength of the city you have taken ; posterity can only 
judge of these by its own eyes. It is necessary that we 
should be able to show to all travellers, from whatever part 
of the universe they come, sometimes the trophies we have 
obtained from the Athenians and Carthaginians, and some- 
times those you have acquired from us ; and that Syracuse, 
thus placed for ever under the protection of Marcellus, may 
be a lasting and an eternal monument of the valour and 
clemency of him who took and preserved it. It is unjust 
that the remembrance of Hieronymus should have more 
weight with you than that of Hiero. The latter was much 
longer your friend than the former your enemy. Permit 
me to say, you have experienced the good effects of the 
amity of Hiero, but the senseless enterprises of Hieronymus 
have fallen solely upon his own head.” The difficulty was 



•COJpmp Jtaq? pUC KMpSmOq) JO EOAlf Oq; JO tlopCAJOSajd 
oqj rrcqi roiq iuojj joq^mj 2mq;ou purmop o; en'otpiupm 
citi\ unq o; sai;ndop ;ua<? puc ‘stqpojcjt o; ruipcjqay 
jo'e.^cS oq; flc panado eucsnacjAg oq;— ‘maq; joj oo.tj -yaj 
jiasodjnd Ijaioq oSusscd c — ‘padcosa SuiAcq saa^josop oqx 

•popodxo bcai. bc o|qcnp;A 03 
tucucl ;ou pip osoqi •paxapmqd aq ;ou ;qSint eSaiq oq; jo 
sCtjnsM -4 oq; ;cq; ‘papunos oq o; qrsj^o.x u pojgpjo ‘sdooj; 
fin paaiof pcq ‘pacraraoa siq Japan ipoq aq; q;iAv ‘snaiiojq; 
yq; pab ‘caipcaqoy jo ;.rcb jo puc ‘o^sj oq; jo"ja;sciu ecav 
oq ;rq? oo; A P u pa-iioooa Suucq snqaojuj\r \i3;tmo3ua ;q8tp? 
c jaijc raaqi JO u’oissassod qoo; iaq; ‘nodo qi;s 6nqaa.icj\r 
jjsnicSc ;no paqoxcra pcq ppcqa oq; jo uosujc 3 oq; qaiqAv 
/q »}c3 oq? poc ‘pauopucqc E;sod oq; pc ;sonqo Suipap 
ij, S | oq; ui papaiq pcq spssaA osoq; uioqAv cjaippa oqj 
•acja ejq o; Saipioaac papaaoans Satq;A.m;g; ‘papmnSun oq 
piTiOAi qoiqix ‘o\sj oq; o;m sdooj; Aiojq; o; paacdaad pcq oq 
fpBsaA onios ojqcua o; pnc ‘opts ;uq; o; ‘;i o; Suunofpc apj 
0! jj pnc ‘(apc?to eq; jo eoojoj oq; qc A\cjp o; ‘cuipciqoy oq; 
no qoc;;c os[cj v opera enqooacj^ ‘Stnoioni qxon oq; qcaiq 
-icp ;y qi JO uoissassod aqc; o; qqSin oq; ut Btqpaicjq; 
jCq ;nos woipios o; ‘csnq;aiy uic;unoj oq; jeau o;cS oq; 
dn oacS oq : onq ;dnxioa o; punoj ojoav sneopj -enoijopi 
paraca ‘pucucdg c bcav oaaq; ‘apj oq; tu papucu’iuioo 
oqA osoq; ;s°aoray ’inoq; poAiaaoptm Xqnj puc ‘pSAijjc 
snqaojcjq o; ;uas uaaq pcq oi{ax sat;udap oq; ‘;uc;saj 
emus oq; ;y 'eaa^asap oq; jo ;cq; iuojj ;ou;;sip Xpji;ua 
oq pjnoqs osneo Jiaq; ;cq; sucraoy; oq; q;tAx poptipnoa bcai 
;t qcq; ‘spncq qc uioxf ‘pauuojut ojoav sdoo.i; uSiaioj oq; 
‘pascaddc q;2uaj ;c Suiaq ;piran; aq^ -a^j aq; ut aajq; puc 
cmpcjqoy ra pncraiuoD o; oojq; i BJaatgo x;s po;uioddc Aaq; 
‘gj’apcaj ;uoq;?AV eq ;ou qqSira ^aq; ;cqj, -icAV Jiaq; ui 
iiaj jaAa;cqAA pajapraqd puc ‘;ara iCoq; qc piOA\s aq; o; ;nd 
A8q; ‘sapi9 qc no BaApsraaq; Sutejadstp ‘puc ‘sa;ci;s;Scui 
papaja-jffAiau oq; jo s;coaq; aq; 2ui;;ua /q ucSaq Xaq; 
‘scqaajcjq jo dmea oq; ui qi;8 oiaAi saiqndap oq; qspqAX suuc 
uaqc; ‘aaojaiaq; ‘Soucq aaq;o oq; puc etio oq; q;oq *;caj 
oincs oq; q;ui ejaipps u3iaJ0j oq; paaidsui ‘sucraog; oq; o; 
dn pgjavqap oq p[noqs iaq; ;cq; paauLvuoa ‘eia;j 0 sap oqj, 
•iqa aq; m asoq; qsSuorac uoiun puc X;iqinBuci; aAjasajd 
o; ;nq ‘snqaajcj\r raojj papucuiap iaq; ;cqAA uic;qo o; ;ou 

fST 


•IHOXSIH SO 62D3IS IT3UD 



SY1U.CUSE. 


155 


Marcellus having assembled his council and some Syra- 
cusans who' were in his camp, gave his answer to the 
deputies in their presence: “That Hiero, for fifty years, 
had not done the Homan people more good than those who 
had been masters of Syracuse some years past had intended 
to do them harm ; hut that their ill-will had fallen upon 
their own heads, and they had punished themselves for their 
violation' of treaties in a more severe manner than the 
Homans could have desired ; that he had besieged Syracuse 
during three years, not that the Homan people might reduce 
it into slavery, hut to prevent the chiefs of the revolters 
from continuing to hold it under oppression -, that he had , 
undergone many fatigues and dangers in so long a siege, 
hut that he thought he had made himself ample, amends by 
the glory of having taken- that city, and the satisfaction of 
having saved it from the entire ruin it seemed to deserve.” 
After having placed a body of troops to secure the treasury, 
and safeguards in the houses of the Syracusans who had 
withdrawn to the camp, he abandoned the city to be plun- 
dered. It is reported that the riches that were pillaged in 
Syracuse at this time exceeded all that could have been 
expected at the taking of Carthage itself. An unhappy 
accident interrupted the joy of Marcellus, and gave him a 
very sensible affliction. Archimedes, at a time when all 
things were in this confusion in Syracuse, shut up in his 
closet like a man of another world, who has no interest in 
what is passing in this, was intent upon the study of some 
geometrical figure, and not only his eyes, but the whole 
faculties of his soul, were so engaged in this contemplation, 
that he had neither heard the tumult of the Homans, uni- 
versally busy in plundering, nor the report of the city’s 
being taken. A soldier suddenly came in upon him, and 
bade him follow him to Marcellus. Archimedes desired 
him to stay a minute till he had solved his problem, and 
finished the demonstration of it. The soldier, who cared 
for neither the problem nor the demonstration, and was vexed 
at the delay, which, perhaps, kept him from plunder, drew 
his sword and killed him. Marcellus was exceedingly 
afflicted when he heard the news of his death. Hot being 
able to restore him to life, he paid all the honours in his 
power to his memory. He made a diligent research after 
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Agrigentum, amongst a great number of tombs, a pillar, 
almost entirely concealed by thorns and brambles, through 
■which he could discern the figure of a sphere and a cylinder. 
Those who. have any taste for antiquities may easily imagine 
the joy of Cicero .upon this occasion. Adopting the words 
of Archimedes, he exclaimed — “ I have found what I looked 
for.” The place was immediatel} r ordered to be cleared, and 
a passage opened to the column, on which was found the 
inscription, still legible, though some of the lines were 
obliterated by time. So that, says Cicero, on finishing this 
account, the greatest city of Greece, and the most flou- 
rishing of old in the study of the sciences, would not have 
known the treasure it possessed, if a man, born in a country 
which it considered almost as barbarous, a man of Aspinum, 
had not discovered for it the tomb of its citizen, so highly 
distinguished by the force and penetration of his mind. 
"We trust our readers will excuse our having gone into more 
details in our account of this siege than of most others, but 
we consider it one of the most interesting of antiquity. 
"We do not often meet with the genius of an Archimedes, 
or the virtues of a Marcellus, to mitigate the horrors of a 
siege. 


AGRIGENTUM. 

A.C. 409. 

Ambition and thirst of plunder having led the Cartha- 
ginians into Sicily, their general opened the campaign by 
laying siege to Agrigentum, an opulent and well-fortified 
city. In order to construct terraces and causeways, the 
besiegers destroyed the tombs which environed the city, 
which sacrilege cost both parties very dear, for the effluvia 
which escaped the violated graves bred a most destructive 
pestilence. Thousands of soldiers were carried off daily, 
and among them Hannibal, the general of the Carthaginians, 
fell an early victim to the disease. "We think we scarcely 
need remind our young readers that this was not the great 
Hannibal : they all know how he died. The multitude be- 
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to try fclie experiment, told the goldsmith that he himself 
was the only person worthy of animating his bull, as lie 
must have studied the notes that made it roar to the greatest 
advantage, and that it would be unjust to deprive him of any 
part of the honour of the invention. Upon which, lie 
ordered the goldsmith to be shut up, and a great lire to bo 
kindled round the bull, which immediately began to roar, to 
the admiration and delight of all Agrigentum. Cicero says 
this bull was carried to Carthage, at the above taking of 
Agrigentum, and was restored again by Seipio, after the 
destruction of the former city. Empedocles, the philosopher, 
bom in Agrigentum, has a memorable saying concerning his 
fellow-citizens : £; That the Agrigentines squandered their 
money as excessively every day, as if they expected not to 
live till the morrow; and that they built ediliees to live in, 
as if they fancied they should never die.” 

In the first Punic war, Agrigentum, of which the Carthagi- 
nians had made a place of arms, was taken by the Romans, 
after a siege of seven months, — A.C. 2G2. 

Some years after, the Carthaginians retook Agrigentum 
in a few days, and completely razed it to the ground. It 
was, however, afterwards rebuilt, and is now called Ger- 
genti. 


BYZANTIUM. 

A.C. 408. 

Byzantium is one of those cities- of the world that aro so 
admirably placed with regard to natural advantages, that 
posterity can never too much admire the policy aud discern- 
ment of their founders. When we say that the Constanti- 
nople with which science and late events have made 
Englishmen so familiar, is the offspring of Byzantium, if not 
the city itself, we have no cause to dilate further on that 
head. 

The first memorable siege of Byzantium was undertaken 
by Alcibiades, when the fickle and ungrateful Athenians 
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RHODES. 


A.C. 352. 

The "beautiful island of Rhodes, with all its delightful 
mythological associations, its roses and its splendid scenery, 
has not escaped, the horrors of war ; it has been besieged 
several times, and in all instances in connection with great 
names and great events. 

Mausolus, king of Caria, subdued Rhodes. After his 
death, the Rhodians revolted, and besieged Artemisia, hir 
widow, in Halicarnassus. This Icing and queen are rendered 
immortal in the European word mausoleum, derived from 
the splendid monument so called, one of the seven wonders 
of the world, which she built to his memory. She gave 
prizes to poets for panegyrics written to commemorate his 
virtues ; but still further did her grief carry her, — she re- 
solved to give him a yet more extraordinary tomb. Having 
collected his ashes left by the burning of his body, and 
caused the bones to be beaten in a mortar, she mingled some 
of the powder every day in her drink, till she had consumed 
it all, meaning by this to make her- own body the sepulchre 
of her husband. Notwithstanding her active, energefc:/; 
spirit, her grief proved too strong for her, end she dU-tl 
lamenting him, two years after his decease. 

This princess ordered the inhabitants of Halicarnassus to 
meet the Rhodians with open arms, as if they meant to 
deliver up their city to them. The deceived Rhodians landed 
their men, and left their ships empty, for the purpose of 
entering the place. In the mean time, Artemisia' ordered 
out her own galleys, which seized the fleet of the enemy, 
and, having thus deprived them of the means of retreat, she 
surrounded the Rhodians and made a general slaughter of 
them. This intrepid queen then sailed towards Rhodes. The 
citizens, perceiving their vessels coming home crowned with 
flowers, admitted the Carian fleet into their port, amidst 
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young readers will not fail to observe that Antigonus, the 
father of Demetrius, and Ptolemy, king of Egypt, were two 
of Alexander’s generals, and were now endeavouring to carry 
out their master’s will, and proving themselves “ most de- 
serving of his empire,” by tearing it to pieces. 

The preparations on each side were immense. Demetrius 
had a fleet of two hundred ships of war*, and more than a 
hundred and seventy transports, bearing forty thousand men, 
without including the cavalry and the assistance he received 
from pirates. lie had, likewise, a thousand small vessels, 
laden with provisions and other accommodations for an 
army. Rhodes was extremely rich ; and the expectation of 
booty lured vast numbers to the ranks of Demetrius. This 
prince was celebrated for his skill in attacking fortified 
places, and for his ingenuity in constructing machines. He 
brought a great number of the latter with him. 

Upon landing, Demetrius took a survey, in order to as- 
certain the most favourable point for an assault ; he likewise 
ordered the country round to be laid waste on all sides ; he 
cut down the trees and demolished the houses, in the parts 
adjacent to Rhodes, and employed them as materials to 
fortify his camp with a triple palisade. 

The Rhodians, on their part, prepared for a vigorous 
defence. All persons in alliance with them, possessed of 
military merit, threw themselves into the city, for the 
purpose of gaining honour as well as of serving them ; 
the besieged being as celebrated for their valour and con- 
stancy, as the besieger was for his consummate art in 
attacking fortified places. 

After they had dismissed all useless mouths from the 
city, they found their force to consist of six thousand 
citizens and a thousand strangers. All slaves who shoulc 
distinguish themselves were promised the rights of denizens 
the public paying their masters the full value for them. II 
was likewise publicly declared that all who lost their lives 
in action should be honourably interred ; that their parents 
wives, and children should be provided for, and then 
daughters portioned in marriage ; and that when their sons 
should he of an age capable of bearing arms, they should bt 
presented with a complete suit of armour', on the public 
theatre, at the great solemnity of the Bacchanalia. This 
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towards that quarter, were not less industrious to defend it; 
in order to accomplish which design, they raised two 
machines upon an adjoining -eminence, and formed three 
others, which they placed in large ships of burden at the 
mouth of the little haven. A body of archers and slingers 
was likewise posted on each side of these situations, with a 
prodigious quantity of stones, darts, and arrows of all 
kinds. The same orders were also given with respect to 
the ships of burden in the great port. . 

When Demetrius was advancing with his ships and all 
his armament to begin the attack on the ports, such a 
violent tempest arose as rendered it impossible for him to- 
accomplish any of his designs that day ; but the sea 
growing calm about night, he took advantage of the 
darkness, and advanced without being perceived by the 
enemy to the great harbour : he made himself master of 
a neighbouring eminence, about five hundred paces from the 
wall, and posted thereon four hundred soldiers, who fortified, 
themselves immediately with strong palisades. 

The nest morning Demetrius caused his batteries to 
advance with sound of trumpets and the shouts of his 
whole army, and they at first produced all the effect he 
proposed . if om them. A great number of the besieged 
were slain in this attack, and several breaches were opened 
in the mole which covered the port : but they were of little- 
advantage to the besiegers, who were always repulsed by the- 
Uhodians ; and after a loss nearly equal on both sides, 
Demetrius was obliged to retire from the port, with his ships 
aud machines, to be out of the reach of the enemy’s arrows. 

The besieged, who had learned to their cost what advan- 
tage might be taken of the night, caused several fire-ships 
to sail out of the port during the darkness, in order to bum 
the tortoises and wooden towers which the enemy bad 
erected : but as, unfortunately, they were not able to force 
the floating barricado which sheltered them, they were 
obliged to return- into port. The Rhodians lost some 
of their fire-ships in this expedition, but the mariners 
saved themselves by swimming. 

The next day, the prince ordered a general attack to be 
made upon the port and the walls of the place, with the 
sound of trumpets and the shouts of the whole army, 
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Demetrius having employed seven days in refitting his 
ships and repairing his engines, set sail again with a lleet; 
as formidable as the first, and steered with a fair wind 
directly for the port, which lie was most anxious to gain, as 
he conceived it impracticable to reduce the place till ho had 
made himself master of that. Upon his arrival, he caused a 
vast quantity of lighted torches, flaming straw, and arrows 
to be discharged, in order to set lire to the vessels that 
were riding there, while his engines battered the mole 
without intermission. The besieged, who expected attacks 
of this nature, exerted themselves with so much vigour and 
activity, that they soon extinguished the flames which had 
seized the vessels. 

At the same time they caused three of their largest ships 
to sail out of the port, under the command of Exacestes, ono 
of their bravest officers, with orders to attack the enemy, 
employ the utmost efforts to reach the vessels that carried 
the tortoises and wooden towers, and to charge them in 
such a manner with the beaks of their own, as might cither 
sink them or disable them. These orders were executed 
with surprising expedition and address ; and the three 
galleys, after they had broken through the floating barri- 
cado, drove their beaks with so much violence into the sides 
of the enemy’s barks, on which the machines were erected, 
that the water was immediately seen to enter through 
several openings. Two of them were already sunk, but the 
third was towed along by the galleys, and joined the main 
fleet ; and, dangerous as it was to attack them in that situa- 
tion, the Ehodiaus, through a blind and precipitate ardour, 
ventured to attempt it. But the inequality was too great 
to allow them to come off with success ; Exacestes, with the 
officer who commanded under him, and some others, after 
having fought with all the bravery imaginable, were taken 
with the galley in which they were ; the other two regained 
the port, after sustaining many dangers, and most of the 
.'men also arrived there by swimming. 

Unfortunate as the last attack bad proved to Demetrius, 
he was determined to undertake another ; and in order to 
succeed in that design, he commanded a machine of a new 
invention to be built, of thrice the height and breadth of 
those he. had lately lost. When this was completed, he 
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be machine were plated over with iron, to prevent its being 
amaged by the fires launched against it from the city. In 
he front of each story were little windows, whose form and 
[intensions corresponded with the nature ot’ the arrows that 
rere to be shot from the machine. Over each window was 
, kind of curtain made of leather, stuffed with wool : this 
vas let down by a machine ; and tho intention of it was to 
)reak the violence of whatever might be discharged against 
t. Each story had two large staircases, one for tho ascent 
)f the men, and the other for their descent. 

This machine was moved forward by three thousand four 
mndred of the most powerful men in the army ; but the art 
vith which it was built greatly facilitated the motion. 

Demetrius likewise gave directions for the building of n 
great number of other machines, of different magnitudes 
md for various purposes 5 he also employed his seamen in 
levelling the ground over which his machines had to move, 
which was a hundred fathoms in length. The number of 
irtisans and labourers employed on these works amounted 
to nearly thirty thousand men, which enabled them to bo 
completed with astonishing rapidity. 

The Rhodians were not indolent during these formidable 
preparations, but employed their time in raising a counter 
wall on the tract of ground where Demetrius intended to 
batter the walls of the city with the helepolis ; and for this 
purpose they demolished the wall which surrounded the 
theatre', as also several neighbouring houses, and even some 
temples, having solemnly promised the gods to build mag- 
nificent structures for the celebration of their worship 
after the siege should be raised. 

When they learnt that the enemy had quitted the sea, 
they sent out nine of their best ships of war, divided into 
three squadrons, commanded by three of their best officers. 
These returned with a rich prize of some galleys and several 
smaller vessels, with a great number of prisoners. They 
had likewise seized a galley richly laden, in which were 
large quantities of tapestry and other furniture, with a 
variety of rich robes, sent by Phila as a present to her 
husband Demetrius, accompanied with letters from her own 
hand. The Rhodians sent the whole, even the letters, to 
Ptolemy, which exceedingly exasperated Demetrius. 
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and when the walls were already shaken by the battering- 
rams, ambassadors arrived from the Cnidians, earnestly 
soliciting Demetrius to suspend the assault, and giving him 
hopes that they should prevail upon the .Rhodians to consent 
to an honourable capitulation. A suspension of arms was 
accordingly granted, but the Rhodians refusing to capi- 
tulate on the conditions proposed to them, the attack was 
renewed with so much fury, and all the machines co-ope- 
rated so effectually, that a large tower, built with square 
stones, and the wall that flanked it, were battered down. 
The besieged fought with the utmost bravery in the breach, 
and repulsed their enemies. 

In this conjuncture the vessels which Ptolemy had 
freighted with three hundred thousand measures of corn 
and different kinds of pulse, for the Rhodians, arrived very 
seasonably in the port, notwithstanding all the efforts of the 
enemy’s ships which cruised in the neighbourhood to inter- 
cept them. A few days 'after this relief, two other small 
fleets sailed into the port, one of which was sent by 
Cassander, with one hundred thousand bushels of barley ; 
the other came from Lysimackus, with four hundred thou- 
• sand bushels of wheat, and as much barley. This seasonable 
and abundant supply, which was received when the city 
began to feel the want of provisions, inspired the besieged 
with new courage, and they resolved not to surrender till 
the last extremity. 

Whilst in this state of renewed spirits, they attempted to 
fire the enemy’s machines, and 'with this view, a numerous 
body of soldiers marched out of the city towards midnight, 
with torches and flaming brands. These troops advanced to 
the batteries, and set them on fire, whilst clouds of arrows 
were poured from the walls to annoy those who endeavoured 
to extinguish the flames. The besiegers lost great numbers 
of men on this occasion, from being incapable in the night 
to see or avoid the volleys of arrows discharged upon them. 
Several plates of iron happening to fall from the helepolis 
during the action, the Rhodians advanced with the hopes of 
setting it on fire ; but, as the troops within quenched it with 
water as fast as the flames were kindled, they could not effect 
their design. Demetrius, however, alarmed for his machiues, 
caused them to be removed to a distance. 
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employment in all parts, the fifteen hundred men misfit have 
an opportunity of forcing the intrenchments whieh°covered 
the breach, and afterwards of seizing all the advantageous 
posts about the theatre. This feint had all the success the 
prrnce expected from it. The troops having shouted from 
J? 1 fl uarters > as if they were advancing to a general assault 
the detachment commanded by Alcimus entered the breach 
and made such a vigorous attack upon those who defended 
the ditch and the crescent which covered it, that alter thev 
ad killed a great number of their enemies and tln-mm < i ’ 
rest into confusion, they seized the ““S Sttto ho 
theatre, where they maintained themselves. J * 

? sMsste * 

themselves at the he ad nf n ni ° , , they placed 
toopn. and of till uLh IjtTL '*% ° f . tl,oir 
them poured upon Hie detaciimenf Ji° ? f^-TP 4 . ;lml with 
far as the theatre ; but the nh^n a''?!, iad . a dvanced as 
it impracticable to dislodge them 11 / [ ie n, ght rendered 
seized ; and the da// // irom fche P°ats they had 
cry of the besiegers was heard ^ ,an a uu i y ersal 

they endeavoured to animate thoT ! qu , ar ? er3 » b Y whidl 
place, and inspire them with a J ? ? 10 )ad entered the 
ground, where they ni/l [ l esolutiOU to maintain their 

dreadful cry drew floods of ? S J? ecfc su ccours. This 

populace, women and child™ * aD ? dl3Dla * groans from the 
inevitably lost. The Wh Ie f* w 10 concluded all to be 
great vigour near the flip/ * owev ® r > was contested with 

fended their posts with an . a , ad the Macedonians de- 
enemies, till at last tha vu lr / re P ld *ty that astonislied their 
hers and perpetual r 0C V^ as prevailing by their num- 
after having seen Alcm? 163 °/ resb troops, the detachment, 
were obliged to suhmi/f and ^hancius slain on the spot, 
advantage it wag _ / superior force, and abandon an 
numbers of them foil ori ° er possible to maintain. Great 
prisoners. 111 on the spot, and the rest were taken 

Tll6 

abated by this p°)l r ? eme ! :r ‘ us was rather augmented • 

positions fo r a / and he was making the necessatf^, 
a ne w assault, when he received le 
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be. He was desirous that the foam should not appear to be 
painted, hut actually flowing from the mouth of the dog. 
He frequently retouched it, and suffered a degree of torture 
from his anxiety to express the simple effects of nature ■which 
he had in his mind. All his attempts were in vain, till, in 
a fit of rage, and with <an imprecation, he threw the sponge 
he was accustomed to wipe his palette with at thepicture — and 
chance accomplished what art had not been able to execute. 

This painter is censured for being too difficult to be 
pleased, and for retouching his pictures too frequently. It 
is certain, that although Apelles almost considered him as 
his master, and allowed him a number of excellent qualities, 
yet he condemned in him the defect of not being able to lay 
down the pencil and consider his work finished. “We 
aught,” says Cicero, “ to know how far we should go : and 
Apelles justly censured some painters for not knowing when 
to have done.’ \ 

THIRD SIEGE, A.D. 1521. 

Rhodes, like the rest of Greece, submitted to the empire 
of the Romans, and, when that had been annihilated 
by the barbarians, it passed under the yoke of the all-con- 
quering Mahometans. In 1308, Eoulques de Yillard, grand 
master of the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, formed the 
project of conquering this island, in order to make it the 
head-quarters of his order. Seconded by several of the sove- 
reigns of Europe, he landed on the isle, beat the Saracens 
and the Greeks in several encounters, and, after four years 
of fatigue and danger, made himself master of Rhodes. The 
knights placed the isle in a formidable state of defence, and, 
under their auspices, it became happy and flourishing. These 
precautions were quite necessary, for Greeks, Saracensj and 
Turks were continually attempting to gain footing in this 
beautiful place. Mahomet the Second, the great conqueror 
of Constantinople, wished to besiege it ; but his generals were 
beaten, and he himself died, while proceeding on this expe- 
dition. The glory of taking Rhodes was reserved for Soli- 
man the Second, whose troops approached the isle in 1521. 
Yilliers de lTsle-Adam, grand master of the Knights of St. 
John, reigned there at that time : he was an intrepid, 
courageous, skilful captain, of great experience, and fertile 
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Sultan. These unfortunate wretches, who saw death sus- 
pended over their heads, implored with loud cries the mercy 
of their sultan. Their commander, as agreed upon with him, 
supported their prayers. “‘Well,” said SuUmuu to Peri, the 
general, i: I suspend, to your prayers, the punishment of the 
guilty ; it remains for them to find pardon on the bastions 
and bulwarks of the enemy.” This mixture of severity and 
clemency affected all hearts ; the greatest perils appeared to 
be beneath the valour of the soldiers who bad been the most 
discouraged. 0 dicers aiul soldiers, to efface the least traces 
of their murmurs, hastened to signalize themselves under the 
eye of their master ; and that armed multitude, till that 
time to be little dreaded, became at length most formidable. 
The soldiers and pioneers pushed on the trenches without 
relaxation ; they worked day and night ; the grand master, 
finding them supported by large detachments, did not 
think it prudent to continue the sorties, in which he lost 
more by the death of one knight, than Solimau did by that 
of fifty janissaries. Thus the infidels, having nothing to 
fear but from the fire of the place, behaved with so much 
spirit that they carried their works up to the counter- 
scarp ; and, to render their lines more solid, they covered 
them without with posts and planks, bound well together. 
The batteries were then increased, and continued incessantly 
playing against the city, but without success, for their balls 
scarcely grazed tlio parapets of the walls. They were 
warned of this by a Jew, who served them as a spy in 
PJiodes. They immediately changed their batteries, which 
from that time fired more effectively. Seeing that the place 
might be said to be covered and buried under its fortifica- 
tions, the Turks resolved to build two cavaliers of a greater 
height than its works, which should command tho city and 
its boulevards. Soldiers and pioneers, by order of the general, 
brought, during several days, earth and stones, which they 
placed between the gates of Spain and Auvergne, opposite 
to the bastion of Italy. These two points lay open to the 
cannon of the place : thousands of men perished here ; but 
such, losses were deemed . nothing. At length two seeming 
hills appeared to rise, up, higher by twelve feet than the 
. walls, and which completely commanded them. The Gferman 
post was the first attacked. The Turks pointed their 
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mcnts dug by the knights, supplied the places of the batlercd- 
down walls. These now works could only be taken by 
assault; and to mount to it, if was necessary to attempt tho 
descent of the ditch, or to till it up. tSoiiman having an 
immense number of pioneers in his army, formed several 
detachments of them, with orders to throw earth and stones 
into the ditch. But the knights, by means of casemates, 
removed, by night, all the rubbish the Turks had brought 
during the day. Other Turkish pioneers were employed 
in digging mines in live diiferent places, each one of which 
led to the bastion opposite to it. Some of these were detected 
by the vigilance of the famous Do Martinengere, to whom is 
due the invaluable invention of discovering, by means of 
stretched skins, where mining is being carried on. Tho 
Turks had worked with so much address, that the different 
branches of these mines went from one to another, and all, 
to produce the greater eilcct, ended at the same place. Two 
of these mines sprang, one after the other, under the English 
bastion. Their explosion was so violent, that they throw 
down more than six toises of tho wall, tho ruins of which 
filled up the ditch. The breach was so large and so easy, 
that several battalions Hew to the assault, with loud cries, 
sabre in hand. They at once gained the top of the bastion, 
and planted seven flags, and would have rendered themselves 
masters of it, if they had not met with a traverse behind it, 
which stopped them. The knights, recovered from the asto- 
nishment caused by the fearful noise of the exploded mine, 
rushed to the bastion, and charged the Turks with muskets, 
grenades, and stones. 

The grand master, at the moment of the explosion of this 
volcano, was in a neighbouring church, imploring, at tho 
foot of the altar 1 , the aid of God. He judged, by the horri- 
ble noise he heard, that the explosion of the mine would bo 
followed by an assault. He arose at the very moment tho 
priests, to commence the office, were chanting this preliminary 
prayer — Dens, in cidjutorium meum intendc ! (Lord, come to 
my help !) “ I accept the augury,” cried the pious general ; 
and turning towards some knights who accompanied him, 
“ Come, my brothers,” said he, “ let us change the sacrifice 
of our praises into that of our lives, and let us die, if it be 
necessary, in defence of our holy faith.” As he spoke, pike in 
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is better, my children,” said she, with the tears streaming 
from her eyes, “ it is better for you to die by my hands than 
by those of our pitiless enemies, or that you should be 
reserved for infamous pleasures, more cruel than death.” 
Prantic with grief and rage, she seized a knife, slaughtered 
them, and threw their bodies into the fire ; then clothing 
herself in the garments of her lover, stained with his blood, 
with his sabre in her hand, she rushed to the breach, killed 
the first Turk who opposed her, wounded several others, and 
died fighting with the bravery of a hero. The ill success of 
so many assaults rendered Soliman furious. ITe ordered 
Mustapha to be shot with arrows, and several other captains 
would have undergone the same fate if they had not per- 
suaded him that he might still succeed in his undertaking. 
Incessant combats and attacks were carried on up to the 
middle of winter. At length the Ottomans triumphed,* 
Rhodes, almost entirely destroyed, had no means of resist- 
ance left. Most of the knights had been killed defending- 
the fortifications. The grand master, Yilliers de lTsle- 
Adam, seeing with the deepest grief that all his resources 
were exhausted, felt that it would be madness to resist 
longer. He resolved to surrender ; but his persuasion that 
he who makes the first proposals loses an advantage, made- 
him positively determine to wait till the Turks should- 
propose capitulation. His project succeeded. Deceived by* 
the continued brave defence, the Turks were ignorant of 
the real state of the place, and offered the besiegers more 
honourable conditions than they might have- expected. This 
famous isle, which had been for nearly three centuries the 
bulwark of Christianity, was wrested from the hands of its 
few surviving defenders, the wreck of a society of heroes. 
As soon as the capitulatipn was signed, Soliman entered the 
city for the purpose of expressing to L’lsle-Adam his admi- 
ration of his noble defence. After a long conversation the 
conqueror retired, saying, “ Although I came here alone, do 
not imagine I was without an escort ; I had the parole of 
the grand master and the faith of his knights, a security 
stronger than a whole army.” Soliman did not abuse kif 
victory. . He treated the grand master generously, he visit 
him, pitied him, and consoled him as that last of a race 
heroes deserved. 
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SECOND SIEGE, A.D. 633. 

Amrou, commander of the Saracens, presented him sell 
lefore Gaza in the year 633 of the Christian era. The 
governor of the place haughtily asked him, in an interview, 
,vhat brought him into Syria ? “ The order of God and ot 

ny master,” replied Amrou. They soon proceeded to action: 
she troops of Gaza were cut to pieces ; Amrou took the 
governor prisoner, and Gaza opened its gates to him. 


THIRD SIEGE, A.D. 1799. 

Gaza was taken by Buonaparte, in his Egyptian expe- 
dition; but as there is no striking circumstance to give 
interest to the siege, we shall content ourselves with 
recording the fact. 


PEESBPOLIS. 

A.C. 330. 

Evee insatiable ot glory, Alexander laid siege to. Per- 
sepolis, the capital of the Persian empire. At his approach, 
the inhabitants deserted the city, and fled away into the 
deserts, and the conqueror entered without the least obstacle. 
The Macedonian soldiery, greedy of booty, pillaged the city, 
and destroyed the few inhabitants they met with. But 
Alexander stopped the carnage, and gave orders that the 
virtue of the women should be respected. Almost all the 
treasures and magazines of the Pei’sians were collected in 
Persepolis, which had been their capital from the time of 
Cyrus. The amount of wealth is so enormous, that a modern 
historian is afraid to repeat what the ancients have stated: 
it appears to be a subject for the imagination rather than of 
calculation or comparison. So rich a booty gave rise to the 
idea of celebrating this event by a festival. Tables were 
spread in the streets ; the soldiers gave themselves up to 
rejoicings and the enjoyment' of good cheer, whilst their 
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A.C. 272. 

Tite restless, ambitious, insatiable Pyrrhus, king of 
Epirus, laid siege to Laeediemon. He arrived in the even- 
ing, with all his army, and only postponed tho attack till the 
next day; — this delay saved Sparta. As soon as night came, 
the Lacedaemonians met to deliberate upon the propriety of 
sending their wives and daughters to the island of Crete ; 
but the women strongly opposed such a determination. One 
of them, named Archidamia, entered the senate, sword in 
hand, and addressing the assembly in the name of all tho 
rest, she proudly demanded why the senators had so bad an 
opinion of her and her companions, as to imagine they could 
lovo or endure life after the ruin of their country. 

It was resolved that they should not leave the city. As 
the men were employed, with vigour and celerity, in digging 
a trench parallel with the camp of the enemy, to enable them 
to dispute the approach to the city, the women and girls came 
to join them, and after having exhorted those who would 
have to fight, to take repose during the night, they measured 
the length of the trench, and undertook, as their share, a 
third part of it, which they finished in the course of the day. 
This trench was nine feet wide, six deep, and nine hundred 
long. In all the attacks which took place till Pyrrhus was 
constrained to raise the siege, these courageous women con- 
ducted themselves in a manner worthy of the reputation of 
their mothers of former days. 
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,vas rejoiced to find their great enemy in such a state, and 
mmediately cut olV his head. ILis soldiers, deprived ot their 
leader, were soon put to the rout. Thus perished, by the 
hand of an old woman, a captain famous for his exploits 
against both Rome and Carthage, and whoso victorious arms 
had made Greece tremble more than once. 


MESSINA. 


A.C. 2Gi. 

The power of tho Romans had struggled during nearly 
five hundred years against tho peoples of Italy ; and it was 
not till after many and severe toils that they succeeded in 
laying the foundations of an empire which was doomed to 
embrace nearly the known universe. Rome, mistress of 
those vast countries which extend from the Rubicon to the 
southern extremity of Italy, became anxious to carry her 
conquests abroad. She ventured to attack the forces of 
Carthage, at that time the most nourishing republic in ex- 
istence. The union of the Carthaginians with Hicro, king 
of Syracuse, for the destruction of the Messinians and tho 
siege of Messina, were the pretexts for the first war between 
these two ambitious republics, whilst the conquest of Sicily 
was the real object. Messina having placed itself under tho 
protection of Rome, Appius Claudius was ordered to march 
to the succour of that oppressed city ; but a strait of the 
sea had to be crossed, and the Romans, without maritime 
experience, had nothing but boats, rudely constructed, very 
much resembling Indian canoes. Was it possible tor such 
a fleet to resist that of the Carthaginians, well equipped and 
numerous, besides being accustomed to the domination of 
the seas ? Appius at once perceived his weakness ; and yet 
it was necessary that he should arrive at Messina quickly, as 
the enemy was pressing it very closely. In this embarrass- 
ment, the consul had recourse to an ingenious stratagem: 
he pretended to endeavour to cross the strait, but seeming 
to be terrified at the sight of the Carthaginians, he. took to 
flight suddenly, and feigned to abandon the enterprise. The 
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brave men, than to be given up to the executioner like base 
malefactors. Old men, women, and children, all took up 
arms in. the common cause. The kiDg continued to press 
the siege very warmly ; but the Messinese, animated by a 
generous despair, defended themselves with such heroic 
valour, that they gave Don Pedro of Arragon time to come 
to their succour. This prince, at the head of a fleet of fifty 
galleys, which had for admiral Soger Doria, the greatest sea-- 
man of his age, advanced into the strait of Messina, for 
the purpose of carrying off the French fleet, which lay there 
without defence. Charles, being informed of this project, 
thought it evident he should be ruined if he continued the 
siege ; so he retreated without obtaining his revenge ; bub 
he could not save his vessels, of which the enemy took 
twenty-nine, and burnt thirty. 

This war lasted many years, and was almost always un- 
fortunate for the house of Anjou, which was at length 
obliged to share Sicily with that of Arragon, and to content 
itself with Calabria, Apulia, the Terra di Lavoro, and the 
Abruzzi, under the title of the kingdom of Naples. 

"We cannot leave the beautiful island of. Sicily, where such 
interesting sieges have detained us so long, without offering 
our young readers a reflection upon the fate of that earthly 
paradise. Prom the shores, of , the Mediterranean to the 
summit of Etna, Sicily may be said to produce, all that is 
desirable in most of the climates of the earth, and that al- 
most spontaneously. But it is this spontaneity that we think 
creates its misfortune : Providence neither favours countries, 
nor limits its blessings to them, without countervailing checks 
or advantages. Sicily, from the time of the tyrants of Syracuse, 
under whom it was at least 'reckoned for. something in the 
woi'ld, has always been under the subjugation of foreigners : 
successively enslaved by the Romans, the Yandals, the 
Arabs, the Normans ; under the vassalage , of .the popes, the 
French, the Germans, and the Spaniards ; always hating its 
masters ; revolting against them, without making any efforts 
worthy of liberty ; and continually exciting seditions, only 
to change its chains ; — such is the history of Sicily ; and only 
because it is one of the richest spots in the world— is t-ie 
granary of the country that owns it — and. produces this be 
of all wealth, *as we have said, almost spontaneously. VY 
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cf bis gold and silver plate, with bis -wife’s jewels, and 
placed them in pledge with the banker, for the whole sum. 
Several accidents delayed this noble enterprise ; but nothing 
daunted the iutrepid defenders of liberty. "When all was 
ready, Aratus ordered his troops to pass the night under 
arms, and taking with him four hundred picked men, the 
most part of whom were ignorant of what they were going 
to do, and who carried ladders with them, ho led them 
straight to the gates of the city, by the side of the walls of 
the Temple of Juno. 1’t was a beautiful moonlight night, 
which made them justly fear they should be discovered. 
^Fortunately, there arose on the side towards tho sea a thick 
mist, which covered all the environs of tho city, and created 
a complete darkness. There all tho troops sab down, and 
took off their shoes, in order that they might make less noiso 
in inarching, and might ascend the ladders better. In the 
mean time, Aratus, with seven brave, determined young men, 
equipped as travellers, slipped into the city without being 
perceived, and in the first place killed the sentinel and tho 
guards on duty. They then applied their ladders to tho 
walls, and Aratus made a hundred of tho most resoluto 
ascend with him, desiring the others to follow as best they 
could. He drew up the ladders, descended into the city, 
and, at the head of his troops, marched, full of joy, straight 
towards the citadel, without being perceived. As they 
advanced, they met a guard of four men, who carried a light. 
The shade concealed the adventurers, and, crouching against 
some walls, they waited for. these soldiers, who, on passing 
before the Acbaaans, were attacked all at once. Three of them 
lost their lives ; the fourth, wounded by a sword in the 
bead, fled away crying that the enemy was in the city. A 
moment after, all the trumpets sounded the alarm, and the 
whole city was roused by the noise. The streets were soon 
filled with people, who ran hither and thither ; and were illu- 
minated by a multitude of flambeaux, which were lighted 
everywhere, both down in the city, and upon the walls, the 
ramparts, and the citadel. Aratus, without being dismayed, 
held on his way, climbing, with difficulty, the steep sides of 
the rocks, from having missed the path which led to the w° 
in a winding, circuitous manner. But, as if by ■ w - 
the clouds passed from before the moon, 1 
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them by one great effort, l\o laid siege to Corinth. This 
city, in addition to its advantageous situation and its natural 
strength, was defended by a numerous garrison, composed 
of experienced and determined soldiers. These troops, per- 
ceiving that a corps-de-garde was negligently kept, made a 
sudden sortie, attacked it vigorously, killed a great many, 
and pursued the rest to their camp. This trilling success 
singularly inflamed the courage of these warriors, but it 
became fatal to them ; for Dicams, their leader, having rashly 
given battle to the Romans, who feigned to dread bis forces, 
fell into an ambush laid by tho consul, was beaten, took to 
flight, and lost the greater part of his men. After this rout, 
the inhabitants lost all hopes of defending themselves. 
'Without counsel, without a leader, without courage, without 
concert, no citizen put himself forward to rally the wreck's 
of the defeat, to make a show of resistance, and obligo tho 
conqueror, who wished to terminate tho war quickly, to 
grant them tolerable conditions. All tho Aclueans, and 
most of tho Corinthians, abandoned, during the night, their 
unfortunate country, and sought refuge in other lands. 
Mummius entered the city without resistance, and gave it 
up to pillage. The furious and greedy soldiery immolated 
all who stood in tho way of the sword, and boro away every- 
thing that could feed their avarice. Women and children 
were sold by auction, like flocks of sheep. Statues, pictures, 
valuable furniture, all the superb ornaments of this opulent 
city, were sent to adorn the proud capital of tho universe. 
The towers and walls were levelled with the ground ; all tho 
houses were set fire to, and during several days tho whole 
city was nothing but one vast conflagration. It *is pretended, 
but perhaps without foundation, that the gold, silver, and 
brass melted together in this fire, formed a new and precious 
metal, whose name became proverbial as Corinthian brass. 
It was in obedience to his masters, and not for his private 
interest, that the conqueror acted in this manner. Mummius 
was as disinterested a man as he was a great captain. To his 
virtues he joined that warlike simplicity so common among 
the Romans of his time, who made it their glory to be igno- 
rant of the arts of refinement, or indeed of anything which 
did not relate to the great arts of defending their country 
or fighting to promote its glory. He employed trustworthy 
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troops, immediately opposite the place agreed upon. The 
noise of trumpets and of loud cries issued at the same 
moment from the citadel, the port, and the vessels at anchor. 
The consul, concealed at his post, maintained a profound 
silence. The general officer who guarded the quarter of the 
city near which Eabins was in ambush, seeing all quiet, 
thought he had nothing to fear, and flew towards the side 
whence the tumult came. The consul perceiving this, 
planted his ladders against that part of the wall where the 
JBrutian cohorts were posted, and entered quietly into the 
city. He broke down the nearest gate, which gave access 
to more troops, and advanced towards the public place. The 
besieged defended themselves there for some time ; but, 
overwhelmed by numbers, they -were obliged to disperse. 
A great carnage ensued. Tarentum was pillaged ; and, it 
is said, eighty-seven thousand pounds weight of gold 
rewarded the victors. Tabius had the wdsdom to be satis- 
fied with the money and rich moveables ; with the exception 
of a single brazen statue from the hand of Lysippus, he let 
the statues and pictures remain, using this memorable 
expression : “ Let us leave the voluptuous Tarentines their 
angry gods, whom they have so ill served.” Had all 
Homan generals followed the example of Tabius, and left 
objects of luxury and indulgence to the peoples they had 
corrupted, Home w r ould not, in its turn, have fallen a victim 
to sensuality and the corruption employed to support it. 


THHIS.. 


A.C. 334. 

The mercenaries employed by Carthage for its defence 
not receiving their pay, revolted, to the number of a hundred 
thousand, and took possession of Tunis, of which they made 
a place of arms. During three years they had great advan- 
tages over the Carthaginians, and several times appeared 
before the • gates of Carthage, with a threat of besieging 
it. At length Amilcar Barca was placed at the nea o 
the troops of the republic ; and this gene ral surprise 
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iheir prince, tlie faithful Joinville being almost the only one 
,vho refused to share the perils of his good lord and master. 
Efe said,' in full assembly, that the last Crusade had ruined 
lim ; and that the king could not be advised to undertake 
:his new expedition, without his councillors incurring 
mortal sin. The good seneschal was so weak and debilitated, 
that he could not. bear the weight of his harness or get on 
horseback. The Trench army, consisting of sixty thousand 
men, embarked at Aigues-Mortes, on the first of July. 
They steered towards the coast of Barbary, where they 
soon arrived. 

On the western coast of Africa, opposite Sicily, is a 
peninsula, whose circumference is about forty-two miles. 
This peninsula advances into the sea between two gulfs, of 
which the one on the west offers a commodious port. The 
other, between the east and the south, communicates by a 
canal with a lake which extends three leagues into the land, 
and which modern geographers call the Gouletta. It was 
there .that stood the great rival of Borne, spreading itself to 
the two shores of the sea. The conquests of the Homans, 
the ravages even of the Yandals, had not utterly destroyed 
the once proud city of Carthage-, but in the seventh 
century, after being invaded and desolated by the Saracens, 
it became little more than a heap of ruins ; a hamlet upon 
the port, called Marsa, a tower on the point of the cape, a 
tolerably strong castle upon the hill of Byrsa, — this was 
all that remained of that city whose power dominated so 
long over the Mediterranean and the coasts of Asia and 
Africa, and contended in three wars with Borne for empire 
and glory. 

At five leagues’ distance from this remarkable site, towards 
the south-east, a little beyond the Gouletta, stands Tunis, a 
place so ancient that Scipio made himself master of it 
before he attacked Carthage. At the time of Louis’ 
invasion, Tunis was one of the most flourishing cities of 
Atrica. It contained ten thousand houses and three large 
laubourgs ; the spoils of nations, the produce of an immense 
commerce had enriched it, and all that the art of fortification 
could invent, had been employed in defending the aceeo 
to it. - j. t i l0 

At the sight of the Christian fleet, the inhabitan 
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should be. massacred if fclio Christian army dax'cd to insult 
his capital. 

These bravadoes had no effect upon Louis ; the Moors 
inspired no terrors, and did not conceal their own fears at 
the sight of the Crusaders. Never venturing to face their 
enemy, their bands, sometimes scattered, hovered about tho 
Christian army, seeking to surprise wanderers from tho 
camp ; and sometimes united, they fell upon the advanced 
posts, launched a few arrows, just exhibited their naked 
swords, and then relied upon the swiftness of their horses 
for safety. They often had recourse to treachery : three of 
them came to the Christian camp, and said they wished to 
embrace the Christian faith; and a hundred others followed 
them, expressing the same intention. They wero l’eeeived 
with open arms ; but, watching their opportunity, they fell, 
sword in hand, upon some unguarded Frenchmen; butuponthe 
alarm being given, were surrounded, and most of them killed. 
The three first comers threw themselves on their knees and 
implored the compassion of the chiefs. The contempt such 
enemies were held in obtained their pardon, and they were 
kicked out of the camp. 

Bendered bold by the inactivity of the Christian army, 
the Mussulmans at length pr'esente’d themselves several 
times in the plains. Nothing would have been more easy 
than to attack and conquer them, but Louis had resolved to 
await the arrival of his brother, Charles of Anjou, before he 
began the war: a fatal resolution, that .ruined everything. 
The Sicilian monarch, who had principally promoted this 
ill-starred expedition, was doomed to complete by his delay 
the evil he had commenced by his counsels. 

So much time being afforded them, the Mussulmans 
flocked from all parts of Africa to defend the cause of 
Islamism. Thus the army of the Moors became formidable ; 
but it was not this crowd of Saracens that the Crusaders 
had most to fear. Other dangers, other misfortunes threat- 
ened them : the army wanted water ; they had none but 
salt provisions ; the soldiers could not support the climate 
of Africa; winds prevailed, which, coming from the torn 
zone, appeared to be accompanied by a devouring 
The Saracens on the neighbouring mountains stirre 
Band with certain instruments, and the hou uust; l v- 
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moved about in tears; the prayers of all mere offered up' for 
the preservation of so good a Icing. After giving most 
pious and salutary advice to his son Philip, both as a man 
and a Icing, and after taking an affectionate leave of his 
family, this good, -religious, and exemplary man, but most 
mistaken monarch, expired at three o’clock in the evening 
of the 25th of August, 1270. 

On the very day of the death of Louis IX., his brother, 
the duke of Anjou, landed with his army near Carthage. 
The trumpets and instruments of war resounded on the 
beach, but a solemn silence prevailed in the camp, and no 
one went to meet the Sicilians, whom they had looked for 
with so much impatience. Sad presentiments took posses- 
sion of Charles ; he preceded his army, flew to the tent of 
his brother, and found his body stretched upon its bed of 
ashes. Charles prostrated himself at his feet, which he 
bathed with his tears, calling upon him sometimes as his 
brother, sometimes as his lord. He remained in this atti- 
tude a long while, without heeding any of the persons who 
surrounded him, constantly addressing Louis as if he were 
living, and reproaching himself in accents of despair for not 
having heard, for not having imbibed the last words of the 
most affectionate of brothers, of the best of kings. 

The death of Louis restored the confidence of the 
Saracens ; they took the mourning they observed in the 
camp for discouragement, and flattered themselves with an 
approaching triumph over their enemies. But their hopes 
were of very short existence. During the sickness of Philip, 
now king, Charles of Anjou took the command of the army, 
and renewed the war with spirit. The soldiers he had 
brought with him were eager for battle, the diseases became 
less violent, and the Crusaders, so long confined to their 
camp, revived at the idea of the perils of war. Several 
battles were fought round the Lake of Gouletta, which it 
was necessary for them to possess before they could invest 
Tunis. The' Moors, who only a few days before had threat- 
ened the Christians with extermination or slavery, could 
not stand for a moment the shock of the Christian chivalry ; 
not UT? frequently the arbalisters were sufficient to disperse 
innumerable multitudes. Horrible howlings, the noise of 
drums and other loud instruments, announced their ap- 
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in liia tent, and refused to be present at any of the councils 
of the Christian leaders. 

The Crusaders became impatient to leave this arid and 
unhealthy soil, and the army embarked for -Sicily. But as 
if this expedition "was doomed to be unfortunate, a violent 
tempest overtook the fleet when about to enter the port of 
Trapani. Eighteen large ships and four thousand Crusaders 
were submerged, and perished in the waves. Most of the 
leaders lost their arms, their horses, and their equipments. 
But as the crowning misfortune, and as if to point out the 
will of Heaven in the case, the whole of the money paid by 
the king of Tunis went to the bottom. 

Of all this vaunted expedition, Edw r ard of England was 
the only leader who kept his word and followed up his pur- 
pose. He went to Palestine in the spring, and, as every 
reader of history knows, distinguished himself there greatly. 
Edward I., when prince, may be said to have been the last 
Crusader of royal rank who appeared in Palestine. Here 
let me remark an inadvertency I was about to commit ; I 
wrote Edward, prince of "Wales, whereas his son, Edward 
of Caernarvon, was the first eldest son of our kings who 
bore that title. This is a common error with us. Shakspeare 
calls Louis, the father of Louis IX., danphin when prince, 
whereas that title did not belong to the sons of Trench 
monarclis till more than a hundred, years after Louis’ inva- 
sion of England. 


FOURTH SIEGE, A.D. 1535. 

Muley-IIassau, king of Tunis, driven from his states by 
Barbarossa,. the terror of the Mediterranean, came to im- 
plore the aid ot Charles V. That prince, touched by the 
prayers of the Barbary monarch, swore to replace him on 
his throne. He assembled a fleet of three hundred ships, 
on board of which were twenty-five thousand foot and two 
thousand horse, set sail from Cagliari, and arrived at Porto- 
Parina, formerly Utica. As that port was not very secure, 
the fleet again weighed auclior, and brought to within 
eannou-shot of the Gouletta. The whole Christian army 
landed without the least opposition on the part of tho 
Mussulmans. The generals pitched their tents be we 
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face of each other. The Arabs at first attacked the 
Christians with great spirit; but scarcely bad they sustained 
the first discharge of tho artillery, than they broke their 
ranks, and drew with them the Moors, and even tho Turks.. 
Barbarossa did his utmost to rally them, but they were deaf 
t'o his voice, aud only took counsel of the terror with which 
they were seized. Barbarossa, trembling with rage, sounded 
a retreat, rallied the fugitives, and passed the night under 
arms beneath the walls of the city. “Whilst he was delibe- 
rating if he should go again and offer battle to the Christians, 
or shut himself up in Tunis, some Turks came to inform 
him that the slaves bad broken their chains, and had made 
themselves masters of the castle. Barbarossa hastened 
thither, and was met by musket-shots and a shower of 
stones. Transported with fury, he cried out that all was 
lost, as the slaves were masters of the castle and of his 
treasures. He immediately left Tunis at the head of a 
body of Turks, and contrived to place himself in safety. 

The emperor was ignorant of this revolution ; on ap- 
proaching Tunis, he was informed of it by some Moors. In 
an instant the imperialists dispersed themselves throughout 
the city, massacred all who came in their way, carried off all 
the women and children that were reserved for slavery, and 
abandoned themselves to all the excesses which accompany 
cruelty, avarice, and lubricity. The booty was so consider- 
able, that there was not a single soldier who did not make 
his fortune. It is said that more than two hundred thou- 
sand persons perished in the sack of this unfortunate city ; 
some expired under the sword of tire concpieror; others, 
thinking to avoid death by flight, met with it in the burning 
sands of the deserts, where they died consumed by heat and 
thirst. 

The emperor, master of Tunis, re-establishedMuley-Hassan 
on his throne ; hut that unfortunate prince did not enjoy it 
long. Muly Hameda, his eldest son, tore the diadem from 
his head ; Hameda himself was deposed by his uncle Abdou- 
melek, afterwards recalled by bis subjects. After having gone 
through these various changes, he reigned peaceably till the 
year 1570, when Ulachali, dey of Algiers, one of the suc- 
cessors of Barbarossa, took possession of the kingdom 
Tunis, which became nothing but a nest of pirates. 
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and left the lake everywhere fordable. This phenomenon 
seemed a marvel to the Romans ; they hastened to climb 
the walls of Carthagena, destitute on that point of de- 
fenders, and penetrated into the city without meeting an 
obstacle. The confused Carthaginians rushed to the citadel, 
and the Romans entered with them. Mago and his troops 
surrendered to Scipio, and the city was given up to pillage. 
During this scene of horror, a young person of exquisite 
beauty was brought to Scipio ; her graces attracted the eyes 
and admiration of all who were present. Scipio inquired 
what were her origin and family ; and he learnt that she was 
affianced to Allueius, prince of the Celfciberians, who loved 
her exceedingly. 

He immediately sent for that prince, together with the 
parents of the young beauty. As soon as Allueius arrived, 
Scipio took him on one side, and said: “"We are both young; 
which circumstance enables me to spealc more freely to you. 
My people who brought your affianced wife to me, told me 
that you loved her tenderly ; and her great beauty leaves me 
no room to doubt that you do. Thereupon, reflecting that 
if, like you, I were about to form an engagement, and were 
not entirely occupied with the affairs of my country, I should 
wish that so honourable and legitimate a purpose should 
find favour ; and I am extremely happy in the present con- 
juncture, to be able to render you such a service. She 
whom you are about to espouse has been among us as if she 
had been in the house of her father and mother ; I have- 
preserved her so as to make her a present worthy of you and 
of me. The only gratitude I require for this inestimable 
gift is, that you should become the friend of the Roman 
people. If you deem me a man of worth, if I have appeared 
so to the people of this province, be assured that there are 
in Rome many far better than I, and that there does not 
exist upon the earth a nation you ought more to dread as an 
enemy or court a3 a friend than mine.” Allueius, pene- 
trated with joy and gratitude, kissed the hands of Scipio, 
and implored the gods to bless him for such purity and 
kinduess. Scipio then sent for the parents of the lady, who 
had brought a large sum of money for her ransom. When 
they found that he had restored her without a ransom, they 
conjured him to accept of that sum as a present, and declared 
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nestly to save n eiiy which might he jni<i > protect the 
capital of its empire. Asdrubal rui.-cd a numerous hotly nt 
troops, ami Svplutx, king of Numidia. fixed l»:- : camp within 
sight' of that of the Homan general. The vr- .! <;i Home 
Haltered itself with the hope of ,-uon putting Seipio t<» Slight ; 
hut that skilful captain quickly dispersed the; a mnilim: 
expectations. He at once conceived the great project of 
burning both camps; and this was the happy manner iu 
which he executed it. He amused Syphax with pvopo.-als for 
au accommodation. A crowd of .Homan oiluvr.* di guked a.v 
slaves went with the deputies into the enemy'* camps, to 
observe the entrances and the places of h.-ne, and to ascer- 
tain what sort of watch was kept day am! night. After 
having taken measures and precautions according to the 
information thus gained, he silently attacked the intrench* 
meats of the king of Numidia, in the obscurity of the night, 
and the soldiers set lire to the barracks, covered with mats, 
reeds, and dry wood. The whole camp appeared to be in a 
blaze ; and the Numidiaus and Carthaginians, thinking the 
fire the effect of accident, were more intent at first upon 
extinguishing it than upon defending themselves. Sotpiu 
attacked the lines of Asdrubal, whilst the Humes were con- 
suming those of JSyphax. The enemies who were occupied 
in suppressing the lire, were put to the sword ; forty thou- 
sand men were left dead upon the spot, and seven thousand 
were reserved for slavery. The news of this defeat spread 
consternation amongst the Carthaginians. Asdrubal and 
Syphax raised fresh troops, whilst the Houma general pressed 
the siege of "Utica. This second army obliged him to sus- 
pend Ids attacks ; hut another victory, more glorious than 
the first, maintained the reputation of the Homan, general. 
Carthage, in despair, recalled Hannibal, — its only and last 
resource. The arrival of tins great man entirely suspended 
the siege of Utica ; but his defeat by Seipio terminated the 
war. 


SECOND SIEGE, A.C. 46. 

Caesar, conqueror at Thapsus, pursued Seipio into Utica, 
and invested it. . This city would not have fallen an easy 
conquest, if Cato, who had shut himself up in it_, togctiei 
with most of the senators opposed to tyranny, had loun } 
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every countenance, and no one durst venture to raise liis 
tear-dewed eyes towards Cato. This tender Iriend perceived 
the effect his rigid philosophy had produced ; he changed the 
subject, and, to drive away melancholy ideas, he spoke ol 
those who had just left them, showing the anxious inquietude 
he expei’ienced respecting them. After tho repast, he walked 
about for some time, according to his usual custom, and then 
retired to his apartment. There he spoke more affectionately 
than he had before done, to his son and his friends, which 
revived and strengthened the idea the} r had conceived of his 
determination. When he went into his inner chamber, he 
threw himself upon the bed, and meditated for a long time 
upon Plato’s dialogue on the immortality of the soul. lie 
had already read a considerable part of it, when, turning his 
eyes upon his bolster, he perceived that his sword was not 
in its customary place ; his son had had it removed whilst 
they were at supper. Cato called to a slave, and asked him 
what had become of his sword. The slave made no answer, 
and his master resumed his reading. A few minutes after, 
he made the same question, without any eagerness or warmth, 
but like a man who has no particular desire. At last, when 
he had finished his reading, seeing that nobody seemed dis- 
posed to obey him, he called all his slaves, one after the 
other, and in the tone of a master, said that he insisted upon 
having his sword ; he even went so far as to give one of them 
so. violent a blow, that he made his hand bloody. “What ! ” 
cried he, indignantly, “ what ! are my son and my people 
conspiring to deliver me up to my enemy, without arms and 
without defence F ” At this moment, his son, coming into 
the apartment with his friends, burst into tears. He threw 
himself at his feet, he embraced his knees, and conjured him 
to depart from his purpose. Cato, angry at seeing bis son 
in such an attitude of supplication, and darting at him 
glances denoting displeasure, — “ Since when,” cried he, “am 
I fallen into imbecility, to make it necessary for my son to be 
my curator? I am treated like an insane man ; l am no 
allowed to dispose of my own person ; I am to be disarms 
too! .Brave and generous son, why do you not chain 
your father till Csesar arrives, so that that enemy ^ 
country may find him destitute of defence? ^ ® J Could 
need of a sword, if I wished to deprive myself o 
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suffering under private calamities. YAT e called it a mania 
when we glance at this one point of history, it can he called 
nothing else: Cato, Brutus, Cassius, Antouy, Cleopatra, 
Porcia, all playing in one short scene of the great drama; 
all contemporaries, and acted upon, in some way, by each 
other, all destroyed themselves, and all without a common- 
sense reason for doing so. 


ABYDOS. 

A.C. 201. 

YVe now come to a siege which, from being unconnected 
with any rise or fall of empires, or being made or resisted 
by any extraordinary personages, may be passed by without 
particular notice by many readers of history ; and yet what 
horrors are crowded into this short scene ; what a picture 
it presents for human nature to shudder at 1 

Philip, king of Macedon, father of Perseus, who proved 
last monarch of that country, was at war with the Rhodians. 
The inhabitants of Abydos made common cause with that 
commercial people, who often came to visit the shores of the 
Dardanelles. Philip was successful in his passage through 
Thrace and the Chei'sonesus, where many cities surrendered 
to his arms, but Abydos shut its gates against him, and pre- 
pared for a bold resistance. YVe need not, in our time, go 
into any description of the situation of this -city: the East 
is now more familiar to the inhabitants of central England 
than Cornwall or the isles of Scotland. But Abydos was 
of more importance in the days of Philip than now ; the 
Dardanelles may still be of consequence as keys to the 
straits, but this was then a wealthy commercial city and 
entrepot. Nothing of what is usually practised in such 
warlike proceedings was omitted in this siege. No place 
was ever defended with more bravery ; but this braver y, 
the end, degenerated into brutality and fury. Conuc^iuo^ 
their own strength, the Abydenians repulsed > - 

attacks of tbe Macedonians with the greatest v i 0 
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10 fly to the breach, and to fight till the last. Accordingly, 
the inward wall tumbling down, the besieged, true to the* 
oath they had taken, fought in the breach with such unpa- 
ralleled bravery, that, though Philip had perpetually sustained 
with fresh soldiers those who had mounted to the assault', 
yet, when night separated the combatants, he was still 
doubtful with regard to the success of the siege. Such A by* 
denians as marched first to the breach, over heaps ot slain, 
fought with fury, and not only made use of their swords and 
javelins, but after their arms were broken to pieces, or forced 
out of their hands, they rushed headlong upon the Mace- 
donians, knocked some down, and broke the long spears of 
others, and with the pieces struck their faces and such parts 
of their bodies as were uncovered, till they made them abso- 
lutely despair of the event. ’When night put an end to tho 
slaughter, the breach was quite covered with tho dead bodies 
of the Abydenians; and those who had escaped were so 
overwhelmed with fatigue, and had received so many wounds, 
that they could hardly support themselves. Things being 
come to this dreadful extremity, two of the principal citizens, 
being unable to bring themselves to execute the awful task 
they had undertaken, and which now came before them as a 
horrid reality, agreed that, to save their wives and children, 
they should send to Philip by daybreak all their priests 
and priestesses, clothed in their pontifical habits, to implore 
bis mercy, and open the gates to him. Accordingly, next 
morning, the city was surrendered to Philip, whilst tho 
greatest part of the Abydenians who survived vented millions 
of imprecations against their two fellow-citizens, but more 
particularly against the priests and priestesses for delivering 
up to the enemy those whom themselves had devoted to death 
with the most solemn oaths. Philip marched into the city, 
and seized, without opposition, all the rich eifccts which tbo 
Abydenians had collected together. But now he beheld a 
spectacle which might haw terrified even an ambitious 
monarch or a conqueror. Among these ill-fated citizens, 
wiiom despair bad made furious and distracted, some were 
smothering their wives and children, and others sa^o 
them with their own bands ; some were running ^ wells, 
to strangle them, others were plunging L he tops 

whilst again ethers were precipitating thetr 
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and maintain the choice of the legions with the sword. Hie 
new emperor sent Primus, one of his lieutenants, and a very 
skilful general, against the tyrant of Pome. After several 
advantages, Primus attacked two legions posted before 
Cremona. The Roman legions fought against each other 
like the most determined enemies. Primus was near losing 
the battle ; but his courage rallied his troops when on the 
point of giving way, he brought them back to the charge, 
and gained a complete victory. His army was eager to enter 
Cremona, but was prevented by the arrival of six legions of 
the opposite party. A fresh nocturnal combat instantly 
ensued between the victorious soldiers and their newly- 
arrived enemies. Success was doubtful ; in the obscurity of 
night, address and courage were equally useless ; they _ 
slaughtered each other indiscriminately, — their blows fell as 
frequently upon their friends as upon their foes. At length, 
however, the moon shed her beams over the bloody scene, 
and gave a more certain direction to the fury of the com- 
batants ; the troops of Primus had this friendly light at 
their backs. In this situation, the legions opposed to them, 
deceived by the shade, aimed their arrows badly, and shot 
them short of the mark. Primus profiting by this advan- 
tage, encouraged his soldiers, redoubled bis exertions, and 
added the prudence of a consummate captain to the bravery 
of an enterprising soldier. Nothing conld resist him ; his 
enemies fled before him ; and Primus was victor a second 
time. This carnage was signalized by one of those tragical 
events which are only met with in civil wars : a son killed 
his own father without knowing him ; he recognised him as 
he was expiring, and, transported with grief, he gave himself 
up to despair, cursing the war which had made him an in- 
voluntaxy parricide. The victorious Hoops were indefati- 
gable ; believing that nothing was done till all was done, 
they attacked and carried the camp which surrounded" Cre- 
mona. This place must have fallen into their hands, and 
the inhabitants surrendered, in the hopes of meriting some 
clemency Ixy a prompt and voluntary submission ; but they 
were deceived — the greedy legions would not be disappointed 
of their booty. Cremona was pillaged, its walls were razed, 
its citizens were slaughtered, its edifices were burnt, and 
the city was almost entirely destroyed by troops which ought 
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tins liad been done without the Spanish governor having tho 
least suspicion, and before Marshal tie Yilleroi was awake. 
The secrecy, order, diligence, and all the possible precautions 
which distinguish an able commander, had secured the success 
of the enterprise. The Spanish governor showed himself in 
the streets at tho head of a few soldiers, but was speedily 
killed by a musket-shot. All the general officers were either 
killed or taken, with the exception of the Count do Hovel 
and the Marquis de Praslin. And yet tho prudence ot 
Prince Eugene was confouuded. Tho Chevalier d’Entragues 
was that day to review, in the city, tho royal regiment of 
the marine, of which ho was colonel. These soldiers were 
already assembled at one extremity of tho city, precisely 
at the moment Prince Eugeno entered by tho other. 
H’Eutragues began by hastily scouring through tho streets 
with his soldiers, and resisting all the Germans he met with, 


which gave time for tho rest of the garrison to eomo up. 
Officers and soldiers, ptHc-mdle, some badly armed, and some 
half-naked, without commanders, without order, filled tho 


streets and public places, fought in confusion, or intrenched 
themselves from street to street, or from place to place. 
Two Irish regiments, which formed part of tho garrison, 
stopped the efforts of the Imperialists. Never was city 
surprised with more art and prudence; and never was ono 
better defended by courage and promptness. The garrison 
consisted of five thousand men ; Prince Eugene Ivad not 
introduced more than four thousand. A large detachment 
of his army was expected to arrive by tho bridge over the 
Po; his measures were well taken, but another event 
deranged them all. The bridge over tho Po, badly guarded 
by a hundred Eranch soldiers, was to bo seized by tho 
German cuirassiers. At the instant Prince Eugene entered 
the city, it became necessary that as the cuirassiers had 
entered by the southern gate, near to the sewer, they should 
go out of Cremona immediately at the north, by the gate of 
the Po, and should hasten to the bridge. They went thither, 
hut the guide who conducted them was killed by a musket- 
shot from a window, and the cuirassiers mistook one street 
for another, which made their passage much longer. In 
this short interval the Irish threw themselves into the gate 
of the Po, and fought and repulsed the cuirassiers. This 
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your duty, and 1 will do mine.” lie spoke, and a duehmgo 
of musketry stretched him dead on the pavement. The 
Marquis de Praslin. during this engagement, broke down 
the bridge over the Po, so that the Germans could not; 
obtain the succours they looked for, and the city was saved. 
Prince Eugene, after lighting all day, being still master ui 
the gate by which he had entered, at length retired, taking 
with him Marshal Yilleroi and several ollicers prisoners, hut 
having missed Cremona. Ills activity and prudence had 
given him the place, but the valour of the Irish and the 
Prench prevented his keeping it. 

In the revolutionary war, Cremona was three times an 
object of attack and defence, but had no siege sulliciently 
interesting to claim a place in our pages. 
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The siege of Carthage seemed to seal the fate of that 
great and ambitious republic. Whilst we have had to 
record so many sieges of Some, wo have only one to 
describe of her great rival, and that closed the career of 
that rival. Proud, wealthy, and, as the Romans would add, 
false Carthage, was never annoyed by the invasion of her 
capital, till Rome had so risen in the ascendant that 
Carthage must necessarily sink : and then sho did sink, like 
a tropical sun, without twilight. Whether it is with the 
great captain, Hannibal, or with the powerful nation to 
which he did so much honour, that our sympathies are at- 
tached, we cannot say, but we acknowledge to feeling a 
greater interest for the Carthaginians throughout all the 
Punic wars than we do for the Romans. Besides, Carthage 
hay no native historians, it was blotted from the map of 
nations, and we have reason to receive with suspicion much 
that the Latin, or even the Greek writers — for Carthage was 
generally at variance with Greece — may say on the subject 
of “ Punica tides.” 
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In the island was the admiral's palace ; and as it stood oppo- 
site to the mouth of the harbour, he could thence discover 
whatever was doing at sea, though no one could see 
what was being transacted in the inward parts of the 
harbour. The merchants, in like manner, had no prospect 
of the men-of-war, the two ports being separated by a 
double wall, each having a particular gate that led to the 
city, without passing through the other harbour. So that 
Carthage may be divided into three parts : the harbour, 
which was double, and was called Cothon, from the little 
island of that name ; the citadel, named Byrsa ; and the city 
•properly so called, where the inhabitants dwelt, which lay 
round the citadel, and was called Megara. 

The existence of Carthage constantly reminded the Bo- 
mans of the fatal days of Cann® and Tkrasymenus ; Borne 
dreaded to see her rival rise again from the state of- humilia- 
tion to which her arms had reduced her. To free themselves 
from all apprehension for the future, the senate determined 
to annihilate Carthage, and sent thither a formidable army, 
under the command of the two consuls. In this circum- 
stance, we find one of the most striking instances of political 
expediency overpowering the sense of justice in a great 
mind. Cato the Censor, a wise, good, and just man, was the 
principal promoter of this infamous infraction of the rights 
of nations and humanity. To judge of Cato by all the other 
parts of his character, we might as well expect to see 
Fenelon presiding over an auto-da-fe , as to find the great 
censor constantly urging the necessity for the destruction of 
Carthage. 

At the approach of the Bomans, the Carthaginians sent 
out deputies to offer to give up to the great republic, them- 
selves and all that belonged to them. Hannibal, it is true, 
had long been dead ; but one would think his very remem- 
brance would have stimulated such a populous nation to 
some show of resistance to the tyranny of a people they had 
more than once beaten. Hostages and all their arms were 
demanded as proofs of their submission. This severe order was 
complied with : a long train of chariots arrived at the Boman 
camp, bearing an immense quantity of arms and machines o 
war. The most respectable old men of the senate o mv 
thage, with the most venerable priests, followed this me • 
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marriages and adoptions, were almost one. Seipio Afrieanus 
the younger is one of the finest characters ot antiquity ; ami 
if the reputation of Polybius the historian were not fully 
established for its truthfulness, wo might almost suspect the 
picture we have of it to be too favourable. But really great 
historical characters escape from the charge of partiality iu 
their biographers by means of their actions ; history tells us 
how they affected the periods at which they lived, and either 
hears out or contradicts the record of the individuals. AY here 
there are several persons in remote history of one name, 
their conspicuous actions are not unfrequently all given to 
one. There were many Hercules, but all their labours are laid 
upon, the broad shoulders of one of them : so with the Sei- 
pio s : the younger Africanus is such a favourite with ancient 
writers, that modern readers sometimes confound him witli 
his senior of that name. AYe shall only observe, that though 
quite capable of such an action, it was not ho who restored 
Allucius his beautiful bride. 

Seipio, being proclaimed consul, immediately took tho 
command of the army before Carthage. He found every- 
thing in disorder; discipline was relaxed, and luxury of every 
kind was indulged in. These evils were his first care ; but 
these he speedily cured by the best of all possible means, — 
the example of his own attention to his duties, and his tem- 
perate mode 'of living. 

As soon as that first of military requisites, discipline, was 
re-established, he at once proceeded toaction. Having ordered 
his troops to provide themselves with axes, levers, and scal- 
ing-ladders, he led them, in the dead of tho night and with- 
out noise, to the district of the city called Megarn, where, 
commanding them to give a sudden and general shout, he 
commenced the attack with great vigour. Hot expecting a 
night assault, the Carthaginians were at first in the utmost 
terror ; they, however, defended themselves so courageously, 
that Seipio could not carry out his escalade ; but, perceiving 
a tower that was forsaken, and which stood yery near the 
city walls, he detached thither a party of intrepid and active 
soldiers, who, by the help of pontoons, got from the tower 
on to the walls, and thence into Megara, the gates ot w 10 
they broke down. Seipio entered it immediately a e1 ’ 
drove the enemy out of that post. Terrified at- 1 
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brouglifc only among the thirty thousand men "who served 
under him, caring little what became of the rest of the 
inhabitants. 

To complete their distress for provisions, Scipio attempted 
to stop up the mouths of the haven by a mole, beginning at 
the neck of land which was -near the harbour. The besieged 
at first looked upon this attempt as ridiculous, and amused 
themselves with laughing at and insulting the workmen ; but 
at last, seeing them make an astonishing progress every day, 
they began to be afraid, and to adopt measures to defeat the 
undertaking. Every one, even the women and children, 
went to work, but so privately, that all that Scipio could 
learn from the prisoners was, that they had heard a great 
noise in the harbour, but did not know the cause of it. At 
length, all things being ready, the Carthaginians opened on 
a sudden a new outlet on the other side of the haven, and 
appeared at sea, with a numerous fleet built with the old 
materials found in their magazines. It is generally allowed 
that, had they attacked the Horn an fleet directly, they must 
infallibly have taken it ; because, as no such attempt was 
expected and every man was elsewhere employed, the Car- 
thaginians would have found it without rowers, soldiers, or 
officers. But the ruin of Carthage, says the historian, was 
decreed. Having offered a kind of bravado to the Homans, 
they returned into the harbour. 

Two days after, they brought forward their ships with an 
intention of fighting in good earnest, but found the enemy 
ready for them. This battle was to determine the fate of 
both parties. The conflict was long and obstinate, each 
exerting themselves to the utmost, — the one to save their 
country, now reduced to the last extremity, and the other 
to complete their victory. During the fight, the Cartha- 
ginian brigantines, running along under the large Boman 
ships, broke to pieces sometimes their sterns, and at other 
times their rudders and oars ; and when briskly attacked, 
retreated with surprising swiftness, and returned as quickly 
to the charge. At last, after the two armies had fought with 
equal success till sunset, the Carthaginians thought proper 
to retire ; not that they believed themselves overcome, hu in 
order to begin the fight again on the morrow. Bart o 
ships not being able to run swiftly enough into the ai 
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self confessed to Polybius, who desired Scipio to explain 
himself on that occasion.** 

The fate of Carthago was similar to that of most empires 
or states that have grown inordinately wealthy, either ■ by 
conquest or commerce : indulgence follows wealth, and 
luxury, sensuality, and vice follow indulgence. To support 
these requires more than that which attained them ; to 
industry succeeds corruption — and then, good-night l 

Carthage being taken, Scipio gave the plunder of it (the 
gold, silver, statues, and other offerings, which should bo 
found in the temples, excepted) to his soldiers for some days. 
He afterwards bestowed several military rewards on them, 
as well as on the officers, two of whom, Tiberius Gracchus 
and Caius Tannius, had particularly distinguished them- 
selves : they had been the first to scale the walls. After 
this, adorning a small ship, an excellent sailer, with tho 
spoils of the enemy, he sent it to Pome with the news of the 
victory. 


TOULOUSE. 

A.C. 106. 

Ik the year of Pome 646, Cepio, a man so covetous of 
wealth as to think both peculation and sacrilege justifiable 
in the pursuit of it, was sent into Transalpine Gaul. This 
general commenced his operations by attacking Tolosa, now 
. Toulouse. The Poman garrison had been placed in irons. 
Cepio was admitted by treachery into the city, which he 
delivered up to pillage. Nothing was spared, sacred or 
profane ; all became the prey of the soldiery. It is said that 
the consul’s share of the booty amounted to nearly two 
millions sterling, principally taken from the temples. It is 
to be remembered, when we feel astonished at this amount 
of wealth, that Tolosa was an ancient and very flourishing 
city, by its position connected with Greece, and sharing 
considerably in the Mediterranean trade, notwithstanding 
its favourable position for commerce, during the last eight 

* Rollin. 
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self confessed to Polybius, who desired Soipio to explain 
himself on that occasion.* 

The fate of Carthage was similar to that of most empires 
or states that have grown inordinately wealthy, either by 
conquest or commerce: indulgence follows wealth, and 
luxury, sensuality, and vice follow indulgence. To support 
these requires more than that which attained them; to 
industry succeeds corruption — and then, good-night l 

Carthage being taken, Scipio gave the plunder of it (tho 
gold, silver, statues, and other offerings, which should be 
found in the temples, excepted) to his soldiers for some days. 
He afterwards bestowed several military rewards on them, 
as well as on the officers, two of whom, Tiberius Gracchus 
and Caius Tannius, had particularly distinguished them- 
selves : they had been the first to scale the walls. After 
this, adorning a small ship, an excellent sailer, with tho 
spoils of the enemy, he sent it to Pome with the news of tho 
victory. 


TOULOUSE. 

A.C. 106. 

In the year of Pome 646, Cepio, a man so covetous of 
wealth as to think both peculation and sacrilege justifiable 
in the pursuit of it, was sent into Transalpine Gaul. This 
general commenced his operations by attacking Tolosa, now 
Toulouse. The Poman garrison had been placed in irons. 
Cepio was admitted by treachery into the city, which he 
delivered up to pillage. Nothing was spared, sacred or 
profane ; all became the prey of the soldiery. It is said that 
the consul’s share of the booty amounted to nearly two 
millions sterling, principally taken from the temples. It is 
to be remembered, when we feel astonished at this amoxrnt 
of wealth, that Tolosa was an ancient and very flourishing 
city, by its position connected with Greece, and sharing 
considerably in the Mediterranean trade. Notwithstanding 
its favourable position for commerce, during the last eight 

* Rollin. 
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self confessed to Polybius, who desired Seipio to explain 
himself on that occasion.'* 

The fate of Carthage was similar to that of most empires 
or states that have grown inordinately wealthy, either - by 
conquest or commerce : indulgence follows wealth, and 
luxury, sensuality, andvice follow indulgence. To support 
these requires more than that which attained them; to 
industry succeeds corruption — and then, good-night ! 

Carthage being taken, Seipio gave the plunder of it (the 
gold, silver, statues, and other offerings, which should be 
found in the temples, excepted) to his soldiers for some days. 
He afterwards bestowed several military rewards on them, 
as well as on the officers, two of whom, Tiberius Gracchus 
and Caius Tannius, had particularly distinguished them- 
selves : they had been the first to scale the walls. After 
this, adorning a small ship, an excellent sailer, with the 
spoils of the enemy, he sent it to Rome with the news of the 
victory. 


TOULOTJSE. 

A.C. 106. 

In the year of Rome 646, Cepio, a man so covetous of 
wealth as to think both peculation and sacrilege justifiable 
in the pursuit of it, was sent into Transalpine Gaul. This 
general commenced his operations by attacking Tolosa, now 
Toulouse. The Roman garrison had been placed in irons. 
Cepio was admitted by treachery into the city, which he 
delivered up to pillage. Nothing was spared, sacred or 
profane ; all became the prey of the soldiery. It is said that 
the consul’s share of the booty amounted to nearly two 
millions sterling, principally taken from the temples. It is 
to be remembered, when we feel astonished at this amount 
of wealth, that Tolosa was an ancient and very flourishing 
city, by its position connected with Greece, and sharing 
considerably in the Mediterranean trade. Notwithstanding 
its favourable position for commerce, during the last eight 

* Rollin. 
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become king of Jerusalem ; a high-sounding title, though 
barren of everything but care: a few Korman knights had 
made themselves masters of Sicily and of part- ot the south 
of Italy : William of Normandy, and his wonderful success, 
were not forgotten ; so that, directly there was a chance ot 
territorial plunder, particularly under the sanction of the 
Church, the unscrupulous, restless, needy spirits of the age 
were all roused to action, and eager to obtain the first prize. 
One of the worst of this class, Simon de Mont fori, was the 
leader of this infamous league. A French author describing 
him, says, “ he would have been the hero of bis age, if he 
had not been ambitious, barbarous, perfidious, and revengeful .” 
Plutarch, would never have introduced the word hero, as in 
anyway compatible with such a character. And here we take 
leave to warn our young readers against the partiality they 
may conceive for Simon de Montfort, earl of Leicester, 
who figured in the reign of our Henry III., from reading a 
pleasing tale by Mr. .Tames. His He Montfort is a fiction, 
the real man was of the same character as his father ; he 
•was an adventurer, and his quarry was England, as Toulouse 
had been that of his predecessor. 

In vain Count Raymond, the sovereign of the unfortunate 
Albigeois, endeavoured to defend them ; he was crushed be- 
neath the same anathema, and was obliged to fly before He 
Montfort. Subdued, a wanderer, and a proscribed heretic, 
the count was reduced to the most deplorable condition, 
and abandoned Toulouse to the conqueror. The Toulousians 
gave up their city very unwillingly. Suffering under the 
odious yoke, they recalled their ancient master. Montfort, 
informed of this revolution, hastened to the scene of action, 
came to the walls, and endeavoured to enter by the JSTalbon- 
nais Castle. But he there found intrepid warriors ’ and 
impregnable fortifications. Binding his first attack, from 
which he had expected much, fail, he commenced the siege 
in form ; he fought several bloody battles, made many terrible 
assaults, and spared neither fatigue nor stratagem for more 
than four months. But he made himself master of the 
place by means of a horrible piece of treachery, devised and 
executed by Bishop Eoulquet. The latter proposed to all 
the inhabitants, in the name of the Grod of peace, to go 
forth and meet He Montfort, for the purpose of coming to 
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A.C. 52. 

"We now come to treat of one of the most conspicuous 
cities the world has ever seen. TJpon opening such a subject, 
we feel strongly tempted to dilate upon all that belongs to 
this great city ; but our business is with sieges, and we shall 
find enough of them to fill more than the space allotted 
to ns. 

Julius Cresar had made the conquest of a part of Gaul, 
and Labienus, his lieutenant, keeping along the banks of 
the Seine, determined to take possession of Lutetia, the 
capital of the Parisians. It was not then the vast city 
which, astonishes by its extent, its population, its wealth, its 
luxury, and its pleasures. Confined to that which is now 
called L’lle du Palais, or Le Cite, it then presented nothing 
to the eye but a collection of rustic cabins ; but its situation, 
in the middle of a river; its natural fortifications, which 
made the approach to it difficult and dangerous, with the 
well-known-valour of its inhabitants, who preferred death 
to slavery, rendered it quite worthy of the efiorts of the 
Eomans. At the report of their approach, all the neigh- 
bouring peoples assembled in arms, under the orders of a 
distinguished personage, named - Camulogenes. Notwith- 
standing his extreme old age, he knew and practised all the 
duties of a great captain. He at first avoided a pitched 
battle, in' order to give his troops, who were much more 
courageous than disciplined, time to be formed. He took 
every advantage of his knowledge of the ground to make 
himself master of favourable opportunities. There was 
at that time upon the left bank of the Seine, above 
Lutetia, a large marsh, whose waters flowed into the river, 
of which he made a rampart. Labienus endeavoured to 
force him, but was repulsed ; he might, indeed, have lost all 
his legions there, had he not made a speedy retreat. Irri- 
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SECOND SIEGE, A.D. 885. 

Prom that time Lutetia, or Paris, became a famous city. 
Rome brought thither its intelligence and its errors, its 
wisdom and its vices, its wealth and its luxury, its laws and 
its abuses. Rut the Parisians, formerly so simple and so 
brave, changed all at once into sages, lost witli their rustic 
virtue that intense love of liberty which had animated them. 
During nearly nine centuries they were no longer known 
than by the different masters they submitted to, and by the 
consideration they enjoyed among the peoples of Gaul. 
They were the head of them. Paris was the centre of the 
Roman dominions in that part of the empire ; the Roman 
governors resided there. Emperors even preferred Lutetia 
to the most brilliant cities ; Julian the Apostate, who embel- 
lished it with monuments, never called it anything but his 
“ dear Lutetia.” When Clovis had laid the foundation of 
the Drench monarchy, Paris became the. capital of his states. 
Under the reign of this prince and his successors, its extent 
was so enlarged as to comprise all the space contained 
between the two arms of the Seine. The irruptions of -the 
barbarians rendered the fortification of it necessary, No 
entrance could be had to it but by two bridges : each of 
these was defended by a strong tower, situated nearly where 
the great and little Chatelet have since been built. In 885 
the importance of these precautions was recognised ; a 
swarm of Normans, eager for booty and thirsting for blood, 
besieged Paris, which they had often before uselessly at- 
tacked. Their army consisted of forty thousand men, and 
more than seven hundred boats covered the Seine for two 
leagues; fire-ships, towers, cavaliers, all the machines in- 
vented for the destruction’ of cities, were employed by these 
barbarians. They gave six assaults. The Parisians received 
them with the greatest courage, were animated by the 
example of the Count Eudes, whose great qualities afterwards 
raised him to the throne of the Pranks, and by the exhorta- 
tions of Bishop G-auzlin. This prelate, with helm on head, 
a quiver at his back, and an axe at his girdle, fought in the 
breach, within sight of a cross he had planted upon the 
rampart. He met with death whilst immolating a -t of 
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drew. These two parties soon made cruel war upon each 
other. The Armagnacs marched towards Paris, the hopes of 
plundering that great city exciting the ardour and cupidity 
of the troops. Everything yielded to their first efforts : at 
their approach, most of the garrisons distributed in the 
neighbouring places sought safety in flight. St. Denis was 
the°only city that defended itself for a few days. Jean do 
Chalons, prince of Orange, commanded in the place ; the 
fear of its being carried by assault obliged him to capitulate; 
he marched out with his garrison, under a promise of not 
bearing arms for four years. The treachery of Colonel Do 
Paysieux rendered the Orleanais masters of St. Cloud, and 
of the passage of -the Seine above Paris. That city, entirely 
closed in on the north side, already experienced a scarcity of 
provisions ; the troops spread about the environs daily per- 
petrated the most horrid cruelties. Houses of pleasure, 
villages, fields of corn, were all on fire ; massacres and vio- 
lences of every kind, the most horrible sacrileges, the most 
guilty excesses, were the sports of these pitiless destroyers. 
Among these brigands was Montagu, archbishop of Sens, 
who, instead of a mitre, wore a bassinet ; for a dalmaique, 
a habergeon ; for a chasuble, a steel gorget ; and instead 
of a cross, carried an axe. Nevertheless, with the danger from 
without, the fury of the Parisians increased daily, excited 
above all by the fanaticism of the priests of the capital. All 
the pulpits resounded with declamations against the Armag- 
nacs. The besiegers were excommunicated. The Orleanais, 
in reply to this anathema, struck the duke of Burgundy and 
his adherents with excommunication. The archbishop of 
Sens, the bishops of Paris, Orleans, and Chartres, with 
several doctors of this age of ignorance, had dictated this 
dreaded decree. It was thus they sported with religion to 
justify the horrors committed on both sides. Every festival, 
the cures of Paris interrupted the sacrifice of the mass, to 
renew the thunders launched against the Armagnacs ; they 
even made a difficulty of administering baptism to the 
children of those they believed favourable to that party. 
People did not dare to appear in the streets without the red 
scarf and the cross of St. Andrew. Priests wore them at 
the altar ; the church pictures were decked with them ; not 
even children newly born were exempt from displaying this 
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FOURTH SIEGE, A.D. 1429. 

Paris, which since the invasion of the Englishl^^^ 5 * 
prey to their tyranny, did not dare to declare L m ‘ s qi 
Charles YIL, who had just been crowned at 3th' w j 1( 
king attempted to enter the capital, followed hf wifcli ea 
army.' All the small neighbouring places ^ic 4. possess! 
other in their eagerness to receive him. Pie tooly| e j^Tq, 
of St. Denis, and occupied the posts of La Chape^’ ^ ^ 
villiers, and Montmartre. His generals, confid^y reso ^ v 
intelligence they maintained with some in the either 1 4‘ 
to attempt an assault on Sunday, 8th of Septem design 
They approached the gate of St. Denis with th capb 
persuading the English, that they meant to attack 


outca ©qj , . .• • . 

ffi. b“c ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ : ■ : 

ujniii ut ‘eaojsojiUBiu panseWiojcipowiat ‘2aiq 'aq; ;suib2b 
aci oyiiu o; quoiqjtio ouiosaoj paquAi o'qii ‘e'aiqoa oq; pair 
pooiq oq; jo Booaud oqx ’intq o; opputtOABj OAOJd ;q3;tu 
u5ii|A uoi^njoAOJ b Sat;;oxa jo osodjnd oq; joj ‘iac;;r.rg; 
10 oqnp i>q? pautof puc ‘;jnoa oq; tnoaj paduasa uao;xts 
jo oSo oq; ;b ‘ JX BtnoT; jo aaq;oJq ‘£uag; op oqnp 3qx 
’S9H ’(TV ‘303IS HAiM 

•imq joj poJBpap puq qoiqAA ‘aujcjq-jns-iuSu^ 
pj pcoi oq; qooj pmj ‘podinBoap irnjtr stq : ;ua,i;3J o; 
?saq 9} ;q2noq; ‘aiqtssoduit guc^j jo ojnjduo aq; Suutaouoa 
’eoiatjqo ‘ B i n3 Q! '3S °1 uitvjai o; jaq eaaoj o; paqadcnoa sbaa 
uoiaojy jo aqnp oq; uaqAA ‘Suiuoao pi; aaaq; patuBtnai aqs 
‘aauauttna ©(;;if v jo Jaqaqa eq; putqaq ©nipar o; ;so[ aqs 
poojq jo £}i;mmb aq; puB ptmojA aq; jo mud aq; iq paSqqo 
•qSiqj aq; in ‘iioq-seojo b tuoaj avojjb ub ^q papanojAfiBAA 
oqa uaqii. ‘Jaq o; qqSnoaq oq o; souiosuj joj pnopj 2ut£ta stjax 
oqg “qjdap oq; Ajouq \[a ;b ;oa pip’ aqs qoiqAV jo ‘jojeai q;m 
P®110 H°^P a V U9 °} Smqsiii ui pa;stsjad aqs ‘ jibjjb aq; dn 
oai 3 o; ;ii9Stioa 9011 ppioAV ‘apaaai o; jaAatt sassaoons Jaq /q 
pauio;snaoB ‘oouasajd jaq /q qouajj; aq; a;canati o; japjo ut 
/jjud oq; potnof purj oqAA ‘ojy jo uboj* -^ajjaj 0; quoptud 
;j paSpnf ‘juoavj Jtaq; ut ;uamaAoot ou aptnu opioad aq; Sat 
-pup ‘s;sipj£oJ aq; atm; utara oq; up -paAtaauoD psq Xaq; 
suoioidsns oq; tuoJj qsqSog; oq; poJOAipp pus ‘sosnoq Jioq; 
nt oSnjaa ;qSnos ^a;c;idioojd ‘uotjunJajsaoo jo a;B;s u ui 
‘a[doad oq; : pa;oodxo pcq qsqSag; oq; ;oajja aq; paonpojd 
osju eiqj} ; iioamm 01 hoot auo Xjoao qonr j i;to aq; jo 

BJOJSBIU 04B 

oq; StnXjuj, 

ut ;no po;no ,, _ n. , 

•anuog put: ‘mbojQ ‘uispy-oji^ ‘auuBnojpqj; jo doqstq aq; 
Jfq pai ‘qsqSug; oq; ;spq^ -oouo ;u pauiBa eb.m pjBAa;noq 
oqjj •qooj£-;uiBg-o;;ug b'J paqco a\ou iapBitb aq; ;pnq si 
qatqAvuodn ‘jaqjcw-Soq aq; jo ;jBduiui aq; aaojaq pasjcj pqq 
Aiuaua ©q; qoupt ;notnqonaj;ui uu ajojaq j[as;t pajaoeaja 
;uamqoB;ap a|qiuaptsaoa b ‘amt; awes aq; ;b i ;mod ;uq; ;o 


•Aaoxsni ao saoais irauo 


ffZ 



PARIS. 


245 


of ‘‘The League for the Public G-ood.” The princes soon 
found themselves at the head of a pretty considerable 
army; and in order to commence by something brilliant, 
capable of giving credit to the revolt, after having gained, 
several small places, they resolved to make a general 
assault upon the capital. But Paris was too well fortified 
to make the success of such an enterprise at all probable. 
The count de Charolais, the head of the leagued troops, 
drew up his soldiers in order of battle within sight of the 
ramparts. He believed this display would disconcert the 
zeal and fidelity of the inhabitants ; but nothing could 
shake them. The marshal De Bohan made a sortie, and did 
not return until he had skirmished long and successfully. 
Some days after, the enemy attacked the faubourg Saint 
Lazare, the barriers of which were upon the point of being 
forced, when the citizen-militia coming up, courageously 
repulsed the rebels, who, harassed at the same time by the 
artillery from the ramparts, retired in disorder. 

The battle of Montlhery suspended for a time the project 
of the princes. But scarcely was that celebrated contest 
decided, than the count de Charolais made fresh attempts 
upon the capital. Our readers will the better understand 
the hardihood and persistency of the count’s attacks, when 
reminded that he was the son of the duke of Burgundy, 
and was afterwards known as “ Charles the Bold.” As the 
royalists were masters of St. Cloud and Charenton, the 
leader of the enemy’s troops caused bridges of boats and 
casks tied together to be hastily constructed, upon which 
his army crossed the Seine at various times. He thus 
inclosed within a half-circle all the northern part of the 
environs of Paris, extending from St. Cloud to Charenton, 
of which he took possession without much trouble. Louis XI. 
and his troops were encamped on the southern side. The 
loss of Charenton might have intercepted the supply of 
provisions to the capital, but such prudent, measures had 
been taken, that during the whole of the siege no deficiency 
in food was felt. The princes at first had recourse to 
negotiations, but they proved useless ; and both sides 
renewed hostilities, which were warm and frequent. Sorties 
were made every day, and these combats generally ter- 
minated in favour of the king’s ti'oops. The honour ot 
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midable ; and the French, animated by that party fury 
which a false zeal inspires,- were, for tho most part, fanatics 
and barbarians. Passions or interests armed every hand : 
one-half of the nation made war against the other half. 
The greatest cities were taken, retaken, and sacked, in turn. 
Prisoners of war were put to death in a manner till that 
time unheard of. The churches were reduced to ashes by 
the Reformers, the temples by the Catholics. Poisonings 
and assassinations were looked upon as only the legitimate 
vengeance of clever enemies. The crowning horror of all 
these excesses was the massacre of St. Bartholomew. On 
that ever-exeerable day, a young king of twenty-three 
commanded, in cool blood, the death of more than a 
million of his subjects, and himself set the example of 
murder. Charles IX. did not long survive this abuse of 
sovereign powex\ Henry III. quitted furtively the throne 
of Poland, to return to his country and plunge it once more 
into troubles. Of the two brothers, notwithstanding what 
we have said of Charles IX., Henry III. was the worse : 
there is no more detestable character in history than this 
prince, who rather resembles a Heliogabalus or a Corn- 
modus, than a king of chivalric Prance : in the great 
massacre he had . been, if possible, more active than his 
brother. 

He found in his states two dominant parties ; that of the 
Reformers, reviving from its ashes, more violent than ever, 
and having at its head Henry the Great, then king of Navarre ; 
and that of the League, a powerful faction, formed by the 
princes of the house of Guise, encouraged by the popes, 
fomented by Philip II. of Spain, whose dangerous policy 
procured him the name of the Demon of the South, 
increasing every day by the artifices of the monks, under 
the veil of zeal for the Catholic religion, but whose prin- 
cipal aim was rebellion. Its leader was the duke of Guise, 
surnamed le Balafre, from a scar on his cheek, a prince of a 
brilliant reputation, and who, having more shining qualities 
than good ones, seemed, in this season of confusion, born 
to change the destinies of Prance. Henry Ill's yko 
perhaps might have crushed both these parties by a judicious 
exercise of the regal power, absolutely strengthened them 
by his own weakness. He thought to exhibit a grea ea 
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info the most detestable rebellion. The churches were bung 
with mourning, and the depositaries oi the "\V ord of God pro- 
claimed aloud the martyrdom of the Balafre and his brother. 
“Those unworthy ministers,” says an historian oi the time, 
“only mounted the pulpit to put forth, instead of the 
Scriptures, a series of bitter insults against the sovereign, 
and by the vomitings of an iliad of maledictions, they in- 
creased the fury of revolt. The people never came out 
from their infamous sermons without their brain being on 
fire, their feet prepared for running, and their bands for 
fighting, like so many wild beasts, against all who did not 
wear the badge of the League. The colporteurs of the palaco 
cried nothing but an execration of the life of Henry 111., 
the self-called king. They said that Prance was side, and 
'chat she could never be cured without giving her a draught 
of Prenck blood.” 

The leaders of the sedition sought, however, to colour the 
public excesses with some specious pretexts. They caused a 
request to be presented to the faculty of Theology at Paris, 
in which it was said “ that the princes of the bouse of 
Lorraine bad always deserved well of the Catholic church 
during their lives, aud that, being protectors of the faith, 
the king had put them to death ; that the monarch must be 
declared to have forfeited his crown, aud his subjects bo 
released from their fidelity, that that prince was a hypocrite, 
a favourer of heresy, a persecutor of the Church*, having 
bathed his hands in the blood of a cardinal, without respect 
to Ms person or bis sacred character.” The Sorhonne, on 
the 7th of January, issued a decree, which allowed and even 
ordered all that this request stated, Lefebvre the dean, 
and several other doctors, refused to sign this abominable 
sentence; but the majority prevailed, and gave it all the 
authority that was desired. The principal Leaguers, armed 
with this fatal document, tried to lay the foundations of an 
authority, which, the same caprice which gave it to them 
might deprive them of an instant after. The heads of the 
sixteen quarters of Paris, all scoundrels, and for the most 
part the issue of low families, wei’e revered .like so many 
sovereigns. These monsters governed Paris ; they were its 
oracles, and put in motion the arms of all the rebels. They 
also determined to have the Parliament. Bussy le Clere, 
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De la Guesle. This magistrate introduced him the next day 
into the king’s apartment. "With a simple and respectful 
air he presented the king an intercepted letter to the presi- 
dent De Harley; The monarch having read it, and being 
separated from" the Dominican by La Guesle, asked him if he 
had nothing else to say to him. “ I have many important 
things to reveal to the icing,” replied Clement, “ but I can 
only do it in a whisper to his own ear.” “Speak out!” 
cried the procureur-general two or three times, as he began 
to mistrust the good father. “ Speak aloud, and before me ; 
there is no one here in whom the king has not confidence.” 
Henry then told him to approach. The villain obeyed, and 
insteacLof communicating secrets, plunged a knife, expressly 
forged for the purpose, into his bowels, and left it sticking 
in the wound. ' The astonished king immediately drew out 
the knife, and springing upon the assassin, stabbed him in 
the forehead. La Guesle put the finishing stroke with his 
sword. His body was thrown out at the window, torn in 
pieces, burnt, and his ashes cast into the Seine. 

In proportion as this parricide spread consternation in 
the army, so did it give cause of triumph to the Parisians. 
A relation of the martyrdom of Brother Jacques Clement 
was printed ; he was canonized, and lauded at Home from 
the very pulpit in which the funeral oration of Henry III. 
ought to have been pronounced. The object was by such 
means to incite fresh assassinations. The king died of his 
wound on the 2nd of August, at two o’clock in the morning ; 
and Henry of Bourbon, king of Navarre, whom he had pro- 
claimed his successor as he was dying, was acknowledged by 
a part of the army, and by all who deserved the name of 
Frenchmen. The new monarch was obliged to interrupt the 
attacks upon Paris to disperse the different armies of the 
League ; and it was not till after he had rendered himself 
master of the places which served as magazines to the 
capital, that he formed the blockade of it with less than 
twenty thousand men. He commenced by attacking the 
faubourgs : 'his army, divided into ten bodies, attacked ten 
different quarters of Paris. In order to witness the opera- 
tions, he placed himself in the abbey of Montmartre, and at 
midnight gave the signal. The artillery was immediately 
heard to roar on both sides. £t There is nobody,” says 
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his activity and energy, and never had his strategic calcula- 
tions been more skilful. He mas near destroying the two 
most formidable armies of his enemies by isolating them, and 
attacking them by turns. But Buonaparte’s successes be- 
came fatal to him, by inspiring him with too much confidence: 
he would not listen to the proposals of the allies for France 
to return within her ancient limits, and revoked the powers 
he had given to the duke of Vicenza to conclude a peace at 
Chatillon. Wherever he did not command in person, the 
allies triumphed : the English entered Bordeaux, which 
declared for the Bourbons ; the Austrians occupied Lyons ; 
and the united armies marched towards Paris. Napoleon 
then subscribed to the demands of the Congress ; but it was 
too late : the conferences were broken up. Joseph received 
orders to defend Paris to the last extremity ; the emperor 
depended upon him, and conceived the almost wildly brave 
project of cutting off the retreat of the allies, by marching 
rapidly behind them to St. Dizier. By this march he lost 
precious time ; but by it, if he had been seconded, Napoleon 
might have saved his crown. The two grand armies of the 
allies had effected their junction, and drew near to the 
capital. To secure the success of the emperor’s manoeuvres, 
it ought to have been defended till his arrival ; but timid 
councillors surrounded the regent, Maria Louisa, and per- 
suaded her to retire to the Loire. In vain Talleyrand and 
Montalivet expressed a courageous opinion, and represented 
to the empress that the safety of Prance was in Paris : fear 
alone was listened to ; Maria Louisa quitted the capital, and 
transported the regency to Blois. In the mean time Napo- 
leon approached Paris by forced marches ; but it was no 
longer time : Marshals Marmont and Mortier, on the 30th 
of March, fought a desperate battle under the walls of the 
city with forces very inferior to the allies. Ignorant of the 
emperor’s proximity, Joseph gave orders for a capitulation ; 
he abandoned his post, and set out for Orleans. On the 
31st of March, the allies entered Paris. Napoleon was has- 
tening to the . defence of his capital, when, on the 1st of 
April, he received this terrible news ; he immediately fell 
hack upon Fontainebleau, where his army took up a posi- 
tion. There he learnt that the senate, till that time guilty 
of so much servility and adulation towards him, had pro- 
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be let down when witliin reach of the parapets. The in- 
habitants were in a terrible fright ; but the commander 
rendered the tower useless by having the ditch widened 
during the night ; and by a spirited and unexpected attack 
upon the enemy’s camp, he raised as much dread among 
them as the machine had created in Bimini. Some of the 
bravest of the Goths fell in this sortie, and their leader 
turned the siege into a blockade. The arrival of Belisarius 
compelled him to abandon the enterprise altogether. 


MARSEILLES. 


A.C. 49. 

The inhabitants of Marseilles being under great obliga- 
tions to Pompey, were not willing to open their gates to 
Csesar. Irritated by this affront, Caesar laid siege to their 
city. It was long, because that great general did not at 
first conduct it in person ; but as soon as he presented him- 
self before the place, it surrendered. The conqueror was 
satisfied with disarming the citizens, and ordering them to 
bring to him all the money in the public treasury. 


SECOND SIEGE, A.C. 310. 

■ -Notwithstanding his repeated abdications, Maximian 
Hercules was again anxious for power, and, for the third 
time,:to remount the throne of the Caesars. In order to 
engage the Gauls to declare in his favour, he caused a report 
of the death of Constantine to be circulated. This report 
had not time to be accredited, for Constantine, at the head 
of a numerous army, presented himself before Marseilles, 
into which place Maximian had retired. He at once led on 
an assault, and would have taken -tlie city if his ladders had 
not proved too short. Several soldiers, however, succeeded 
in gaining. the top of the walls, but the emperor, to spare the 
blood of the troops and of the inhabitants, sounded a retrea . 
Maximian appeared upon tlie walls ; Constantine drew ne 
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to Italy, where the French may he before us.” The 
hatred in which the constable De Bourbon was held caused 
this advice to he approved of. Francis , T . came to the relief 
of the city with an army of forty thousand ,ncn. Instructed 
in the school of misfortune, he obstinately refused to give 
the Imperialists battle, and contented himself with depriving 
them of all means of subsistence. His army destroyed all 
the mills: that of D’Anbagne was the only one left. 
Francis I. was convinced that the retreat of his enemy was 
inevitable if this mill were destroyed, and he ordered Barbe- 
sieux, who commanded in Marseilles, to undertake it. This 
general thought the thing impossible, because the post was 
so well guarded and so near to the Imperialists. Montluc, 
young, enterprising, and full of resources,' thought that, 
with courage, secrecy, and diligence, it was possible to suc- 
ceed. Barbesicux laughed at what he called a fanfaronnade ; 
but as it was only at the risk of a hundred and twenty men, 
he gave his consent. Everything succeeded ; the mill was 
forced and destroyed ; and the detachment came off unhurt. 
This little expedition had a singular influence over the fate 
of Marseilles. Deprived of provisions, the Imperialists 
quickly retired, and the constable had the double disgrace ot 
failing against a place whilst fighting against his prince and 
his country. 
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Antiochus replied that he was ready to obey. Thus Egypt 
was delivered from war. Respect for tho Roman name 
alone gave it, for this once, pence, and preserved it its 
sovereigns. 

After having defeated Pompey, Cmsar entered Alexandria, 
to endeavour to regulate the affairs of Egypt, then embroiled 
by the ambition of Cleopatra. During his abode there, 
Achilles, minister of King Ptolemy, disgusted at his pro- 
ceedings, raised an army of twenty thousand disciplined 
Egyptian troops, and offered battle to the great dictator. 
Osesar had only three thousand foot and eight thousand 
horse. Without giving a moment’s consideration to his 
weakness, and relying entirely on his constant good fortune, 
he made a sortie from Alexandria, where the Egyptians be- 
sieged him, and drove them to a distance from the walls. 
He fought several battles with the same results, but, weak- 
ened in the end by his own successes, — for, though victorious, 
he in each conflict necessarily lost some men, — he ceased to 
be the conqueror. It was in the course of this Avar that the 
celebrated Alexandrian library was burnt, the collecting of 
Avhich had been the work of many kings, and consisted of 
more than four hundred thousand volumes. It Avas likewise 
after a contest in which he had been Avorsted, that he had 
to swim for his life, which he did with one hand, holding, it 
is said, his “ Commentaries ” in the other. Caesar did not 
escape the fascinations of Cleopatra : as she did by all who 
came within the circle of her machinations, she made him 
subservient to, her ambitious views : she had one son by 
him, named Caesavion, afterwards sacrificed to the jealousy 
of Augustus. After passing through many dangers, he 
received succour, and was triumphant; he defeated the 
Egyptians, under their king Ptolemy Bacchus, who drowned 
himself in the ISTile. 


SECOND SIEGE, A.D. 260. 

Under Grallus, Alexandria, whose population amounted to 
three hundred thousand freemen, and as many slaves, be- 
came the theatre of a frightful civil war, Avhich lasted twe vo 
years. All communication was cut off between the dil eren 
parts of that unfortunate city ; every street was » iun 
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tlie river and the second city of Egypt. Amrou laid sicgo 
to tins fortress, which might he considered as a part of 
Memphis. After a siege of* seven months, the place was 
carried by assault. The G-reelcs, on retiring from Upper 
Egypt, occupied all the important places of the Delta, but 
were driven out of them in twenty-two days by Amrou. At 
length Amrou commenced the siege of Alexandria. This 
first commercial city in the world was abundantly supplied 
with all the means of defence and subsistence : the sea was 
always open to it. If Heraclius could have been roused from 
his lethargy, considerable reinforcements might have been 
sent to support the besieged. Alexandria itself furnished 
excellent means of defence ; the two great sides of the long 
square which it forms being covered by the sea and the lake 
Mareotis, the fronts of attack were narrow, aud easily 
defended. Amrou, however, never ceased to excite the 
courage of the besiegers by sending them fresh reinforce- 
ments daily. The Egyptians at the same time, tired of the 
domination of the Greeks, and believing they should be better 
treated by new masters, devoted themselves to the service of 
Amrou. The Saracens fought like lions. In every conflict 
the scimitar aud the banner of Amrou were in the first rank ; 
he made all the reconnoissances of the place with his own 
eyes, aud planned all the attacks. Approaching one day, 
accompanied only by a single slave and one of bis principal 
officers, too near the walls, he was taken prisoner, and con- 
ducted to the presence of the prefect of Egypt. This 
magistrate, on examining his haughty countenance and 
hearing his audacious language, at first entertained a sus- 
picion, which became a certainty, that it was Amrou he had 
' fortunately become possessed of, and ordered him to be 
beheaded. This order was about to be executed, when the 
slave, who understood Greek, gave him a box on the ear, 
and told him that he, one of the meanest of Mussulmans, 
ought to know how to behave more respectfully to his supe- 
riors. This extraordinary act of presence of mind saved the 
life of Amrou. The Turkish officer, taking bis cue from 
the slave, then said that they were sent by their general to 
demand an interview, and that if it could he granted the 
next day, and the Eomans would make any reasonable pro- 
posals, he had no doubt peace might be brought ah our. 
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to you all its riches, all its magnificence ; I shall content 
myself with telling you that it contains four thousand palaces, 
four thousand baths, four hundred theatres, twelve thousand 
shops for vegetables and fruits, and forty thousand tributary 
Jews. The city was taken by force, without either treaty 
or capitulation, and the Mussulmans are impatient to gather 
the fruits of their victories.” The commander of the 
faithful rejected with firmness all ideas of pillage, and 
ordered his lieutenant to preserve Alexandria and its wealth 
for the use and propagation of Islamism. Amrou asked him 
if he must equally respect the famous library of Serapeon, 
containing more than five hundred thousand volumes, the 
only archives of the learning of the ancient Egyptians, and 
of the progress of human knowledge up to the invasion of 
the Mussulmans. To this the caliph replied : “ Either that 
which the books of which thou speakest contain, agrees 
with the Koran, or it does not agree. If it agrees with it, 
the Koran suffices ; if it does not agree, they are pernicious : 
burn them.” Amrou obeyed with regret. During six 
months the fragments of these books served to heat the 
baths of Alexandria. This irreparable loss deprived the 
human race of a mass of useful knowledge, dried up an 
abundant source of improvement, and contributed greatly to 
the spreading of the darkness and ignorance in which Europe 
was plunged for six hundred years. 


FIFTH SIEGE, A.C. 645. 

Alexandria was tranquil under the government of its con- 
queror, but after the death of Omar, Amrou was recalled. 
The Greek emperors feeling keenly the loss of Egypt, took 
advantage of this circumstance to make a descent upon its 
coasts. At the sight of their ancient compatriots, the Alex- 
andrians rose, took up arms, drove out the infidels, and 
opened their gates to the Greeks. Amrou, being informed 
ot this revolt, returned from Libya, chastised Alexandria, 
and drove the Christians from its walls. Persuaded that 
such an example would be sufficient to restrain the Egyp- 
tians, he again set out for Tripoli; but the Greeks returned 
once more, and took possession of the port and thocifcy of 
Alexandria. Amrou, exceedingly irritated, came back ; but 
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our present subject; but there was nothing in the details of 
the short siege of it interesting enough to stop us. Kelson’s 
defeat of his licet, and bis check by Sir Sidney Smith, at 
Acre, sent the great conqueror of the. age back again to his 
country, with a far smaller crop of laurels than he had 
anticipated. 


LYONS. 

A.D. 107 

AiiBTNTJS, a Bom an general, revolted against the emperor 
Severus, and encamped his rebel troops near Lyons. Tho 
emperor marched against him, and the battle commenced the 
instant the armies came in sight of eacli other. The conflict 
was terrible, but Albinus was conquered, and forced to take 
refuge in Lyons. The conquerors followed him thither, and 
plundered and ravaged the city. Albinus, finding all was 
lost, plunged bis sword iuto bis own body ; but as he was 
not dead when the adverse party took Lyons, they enjoyed 
the savage satisfaction of cutting off the bead of a man who 
could not have lived an hour. 

SECOND SIEGE, A.D. 1793. 

The majority of the Lyonnais bad witnessed the revolu- 
tion of the IQfch of August with great regret. Devoted 
to commerce and the arts, Lyons must necessarily have pre- 
ferred a stable and tranquil government to the storms of a 
revolution. Political agitations, the emigration of the nobles, 
the proscriptions of the rich, were at every instant dryiug 
up the springs of its commerce, paralyzing its industry, and 
deteriorating the products of its manufactures. When 
private interests were thus injured, it could not be expected 
that the Lyonnais should feel much revolutionary ardour ; 
they were certain to follow the ideas of the most moderate 
party. The Convention was recognised, the [Republic pro- 
claimed ; but the rich trembled at the opening of the club3 ; 
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representation having been unacknowledged, degraded, and 
insulted in their persons. In the mean time, the Lyonnais 
had chosen fresh magistrates, and these had created a com- 
mission to try the prisoners made in the contest on the 29th 
of May. Chalier was condemned to death ; the rest were 
spared, and kept as hostages. The Lyonnais endeavoured 
at this moment to prove their love for their country, by con- 
curring with all their power for the defence of the frontiers. 
ICellermann, the general of the army of the Alps, demanded 
of this city some pieces of artillery and articles of provisions. 
Although threatened with a siege, the Lyonnais were moved 
by the wants of the very soldiers who were soon t o be em- 
ployed against them., jvcllermann was so affected by such 
kindness, that he became their constant intercessor, but one 
that was never listened to. Two untoward events then 
happened which accelerated the misfortunes of the Lyon- 
nais. The moderate party had been crushed in the Conven- 
tion by the 31st of May. Marseilles sent an army to the 
succour of Lyons, on the very day when treachery, con- 
ducted with great art, had given Toulon up to the English. 
It was feared, for a moment, that the whole south of Prance 
would detach itself from the north, and that Lyons would 
make common cause with Marseilles and Toulon, and nil 
give themselves up to foreigners. Kellcrmann despatched 
• Carteau against the Marseillais, with a body of troops very- 
inferior in numbers to theirs, but which was to be recruited 
en rotite, with the national guards and the volunteers of the 
country. Carteau followed the left bank of the llhone, 
secured the bridge of St. Esprit and Avignon, met the Mnr- 
seillais army at Salon, and afterwards at Septemes, where ho 
entirely defeated them. The succours expected from the 
south by the Lyonnais were thus annihilated. Lyons made 
some efforts at conciliation ; a deputy replied to them in 
these words : “ llebels, confess your crime, open your gates, 
show yourselves obedient, be disarmed, and prove yourselves, 
by your repentance, worthy of the clemency of the Conven- 
tion.” The Lyonnais had no faith in this clemency, and 
could not avert the storm : the siege was resolved upon. 
Kellermanu, then called from the army of the Alps, brought, 
with much regret, the greater part of it to act against the 
second city of Prance. The rivalry and jealousy of the 
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which cover h part of its faubourgs; an engineer named 
Chennelette traced a plan for redoubts over all this front : 
they were erected with astonishing celerity. The houses 
were embattlcmented, batteries were built, artillery was 
cast, powder was manufactured ; everything denoted a de- 
termination for a vigorous resistance. All who held in 
Lyons either administrative or military posts, knew that 
there existed no capitulation for them ; and they prepared 
for defence to the death. 

The part of the city situated on the south was occupied 
by the rich commercial houses ; the llhone covered all this 
front ; but, on the opposite side, the bank is uncovered ; the 
buildings, badly protected by the batteries erected on the 
quay of the .Rhone, were left exposed to the destructive fire 
which the besiegers would soon direct against them. The 
corps d’armee of the Centre, commanded by Keller maun, 
formed the principal attack to the east of the isthmus, 
between the union of the Phone and the Saone, at the fau- 
bourg of La Croix-Kousse. On the north, the quarter of 
Pouvieres, comprised in the great creek formed by the 
course of the waters of the Saone, was attacked by the fau- 
bourg of Yaise. Another attack at the confluence of the 
two rivers confined the besieged within the lands newly 
recovered from the waters by the engineer Purache. The* 
besieging troops were established in the villages of Oullins 
and Sainte-Poi. In the latter days of the siege, the ap- 
proaches came up to the point of the isthmus, and the 
batteries of the besiegers cut off all that part of the city 
from the inhabitants. On the south, upon the left bank of 
the Phone, which defended that front, batteries for bombs 
and firing red-hot shot were placed. Lyons had armed 
about twenty-five thousand men, commanded by Precy, an 
old soldier, Yirieu, au ex-constituent, and Nervo. The 
civil and administrative authorities, who necessarily took a 
great part in the resolutions formed, and even in the opera- 
tions, were not admitted entirely into the secrets of the 
military leaders, and the threads of the correspondences 
which were maintained out of the city were not in their 
hands : there the insurrection was combined with the move- 
ments of the enemies’ armies in Savoy. It was proposed 
that the Prussians and Austrians should drive the Prench 
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foreign army. The situation of the French army in Savoy 
became so embarrassing, that Kellermann was obliged tc 
leave the conducting of the siege to G-eneral Du Muy. A 
few days sufficed for repulsing the Piedmontese. The Con- 
vention at this time ordered that Lyons should be set fire 
to. During several days and nights, the batteries of the three 
attacks, east, north, and south, poured upon the city a deluge 
of fire ; bombs and red-hot balls carried fire and destruction 
into all quarters ; the public establishments and the beau- 
tiful houses of Bellecourt were either battered down by balls 
or consumed by fire ; the quarter of Saint-Clair was the 
first exposed to the conflagration. Every one was on the 
watch ; all were united in Lyons to ’endeavour to stop the 
progress of it. A general cry of horror and indignation 
arose when the arsenal was seen to be on fire. ’More than a 
hundred houses were consumed; magazines of munitions and 
forage became the prey of the flames. This disaster ap- 
peared to be not the effect of the bombs, but the crime of 
some base incendiary. During the bombardment, traitors 
gave signals to point out the best places at which to aim. 

• "We tremble to relate an instance of a new species of crime. 
A man bearing the title of a representative of the people, 
caused bombs to be showered upon the Hotel-Dieu,— of all 
the hospitals in Prance, the one which was perhaps the best 
conducted. In this asylum, the wounded belonging to the 
city, and those who were taken prisoners, received equal 
attention, — a touching lesson of humanity for the Conven- 
tional commissioners, who never failed to have all the rebels 
shot who fell into their hands. The Lyonnais could not 
believe that there was premeditation in this fire. The3>- 
hoisted a black flag over the hospital ; but instead of avert- 
ing the bombs, this signal seemed only to attract them. At 
this period, the besieged began to be sensible of tlie horrors 
of famine, their connection with Le Porez being then cut 
off. The mills having been destroyed by the bombardment, 
the women proposed that all the barley or wheaten bread 
should be reserved for the combatants, whilst they should be 
satisfied with half a pound of oaten bread delivered to them 
daily. Very soon everything eatable was exhausted. De- 
duced to this cruel extremity, the besieged thought to gain 
relief by sending from their walls all the persons useless for 
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the sound of the tocsin came upon their cars from all parts, 
and that was for them the tocsin of death. Countrymen, 
armed with forks and scythes, surrounded every issue of the 
forests, waited for, and massacred men already conquered by 
hunger and despair. The column It'd by VI. de Virion was 
entirely destroyed, and not more than fifty or sixty escaped 
of that of Precv. The next day, the 9th of October, the 
republican army took possession of all the abandoned posts 
of Lyons, which city it entered without opposition. The 
Convention decreed that the walls and public buildings 
should be destroyed, and the name of the city changed to 
ViUe Affranchic. Of three thousand five hundred and 
twenty-eight of the insurgents, as they were called, who 
were brought to trial on account of this siege, one thousand 
six hundred and eighty-two were cither shot or beheaded. 
In 179-1, however, on the destruction of the faction of the 
Jacobins, the Convention decreed that the city should re- 
sume its ancient name, and that measures should he taken to 
restore its manufactures and commerce. In 1795, the friends 
of those who were so wantonly put to death in 1793, re- 
venged their fate by a general massacre of the judges of Iho 
revolutionary tribunal, and of all the Jacobins who wero 
then confined in the prisons of Lyons, 
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cruel vengeance of Aurclinn; but. the neglect of the com- 
mercial position is owing to the rise of Venice and other 
trading nations, in the middle ages, and the great maritimo 
and scientific discoveries of modern times. 

As we cannot hope to improve upon the great author of 
“The Decline and ball of the Homan Empire,” we shall give 
most of this short siege in his own words. 

“ After the victories of Trajan, the lit, tie republic, grown 
wealthy by its commerce, sunk peaceably into the bosom of 
Home, and nourished more than one hundred and fifty years 
in the subordinate, though honourable rank of a colon)-. It, 
was during that peaceful period, if we may judge from a feu- 
remaining inscriptions, that the wealthy Palmyrcnians con- 
structed those temples, palaces, and porticos of Grecian 
architecture, whose ruins, scattered over an ext cut of several 
miles, have deserved the curiosity of our travellers. The 
elevation of Odenathus and Zenobia appeared to reflect new 
splendour on their country, and Palmyra, for a while, stood 
forth the rival of Home; "but the competition was fatal, and 
ages of prosperity were sacrificed to a moment of glory. 

“ Modern Europe has produced several women who have 
sustained with glory the weight of empire ; but if we except 
the doubtful achievements of Semiramis, Zenobia is perhaps 
the only female whose superior genius broke through the 
servile indolence imposed on her sex by the climate and 
manners of Asia. She claimed her descent from the Mace- 
donian kings of Egypt, equalled in beauty her ancestor 
Cleopatra, and far surpassed that princess in chastity and 
valour. Zenobia was esteemed the most lovely as well as 
the most heroic of her sex. She was of dark complexion 
(for in speaking of ladies, such things are not trifles), her 
teeth were of pearly whiteness, and her lai’ge black eyes 
sparkled with uncommon fire, tempered with the most 
attractive sweetness. Her voice was strong and harmonious; 
her understanding was strengthened and adorned by study ; 
she was not ignorant of the Latin tongue, but possessed in 
equal perfection the Greek, the Syriac, and the Egyptian 
languages. She had drawn up for her own use an epitome 
°;, Omental history, and familiarly compared the beauties 
ox Homer and Plato, under the tuition of th# sublime 
Longinus. 
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i{ With the assistance of his most faithful friends, she im- 
mediately filled the vacant throne, and governed with manly 
counsels, Palmyra, Syria, and the East, above five years. 
By the death of Odenathus, the authority was at an end 
which the senate had granted him only as a personal dis- 
tinction ; but his martial widow, disdaining both the senate 
and Gallienus, obliged one of the Eoman generals who was 
sent against her, to retreat into Europe, with the loss of his 
army and his reputation. Instead of the petty passions 
which so frequently perplex a female reign, the steady admi- 
nistration of Zenobia was guided by the most judicious 
maxims of policy. If it was expedient to pardon, she could 


calm her resentment ; if it was necessary to punish, she 
could impose silence on the voice of pity. Her strict 
economy was accused of avarice ; yet, on every proper occa- 
sion, she appeared magnificent and. liberal. The neighbour- 
ing states of Arabia, Armenia, and Persia dreaded her 
enmity and solicited her alliance. To the dominions of 
' Odenathus, which extended from the Euphrates to the 
frontiers of Bithynia, his widow added the inheritance of 
her ancestors, the populous and fertile kingdom of Egypt. 
The emperor Claudius acknowledged her merit, and was 
content that, while he pursued the Gothic war, she should 
assert the dignity of the empire in the East. The conduct, 
however, of Zenobia was attended with some ambiguity ; nor 
is it unlikely that she had conceived the design of erecting 
an independent and hostile monarchy. She blended with 
the popular manners of Homan princes the stately pomp of 
the courts of Asia, aud exacted from her subjects the same 
adoration that was paid to the successors of Cyrus. She 
bestowed on her three sons a Latin education, and often 
showed them to the troops adorned with the imperial purple. 
Por herself she reserved the diadem, with the splendid u 
doubtful title of Queen of the East. _ # , 

“When Aurelian passed over into Asia, against an a 
sary whose sex alone could render her an object °t c °? I ’ 
his presence restored obedience to the provinces 0 * ^ A d- 

already shaken by the arms and intrigues of binis- 

vancing at the head of his legions, he accepted ™ e jXti- 
sion of Ancyra, and was admitted into T\ an. , " . The 

note siege, by the help of a treachero. _ 
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her capital, made every prepara' ion for n vigorous resistance, 
and declared with the intrepidity of a heroine, that the last 
moment of her reign and her life should be the same. 

<! In his march over the sandy desert, between Emcssaand 
Palmyra, the emperor Anrelinn was perpetually harassed 
by t lie Arabs; nor could lie always defend his army, and 
especially his baggage, from those Hying troops of active and 
daring robbers, who watched the moment of surprise, and 
eluded the slow pursuit of the legions. The siege of Palmyra 
was an object far more difficult and important, and the 
emperor, who with incessant vigour pressed the at lades in 
person, was himself wounded with a dart. ‘The Roman 
people.’ says Auivlian, in an original letter, speak ‘with 
contempt of the war which I am waging against a woman. 
They are ignorant both of the character and the power of 
Zenobia. It is impossible to enumerate her warlike pre- 
parations, of stones, of arrows, and of every species of missile 
weapons. Every part of the walls is provided with two or 
three kalis' re. and artificial fires are thrown from her military 
engines. The fear of punishment has armed her with a 
desperate courage. Yet still I. trust in the protecting deities 
of Pome, who have hitherto been favourable to all my under- 
takings.’ Doubtful, however, of the protection of the gods 
and of the events of the siege, Aurelian judged it more 
prudent to offer terms of an advantageous capitulation ; to 
the queen, a splendid retreat ; to the citizens, their ancient 
privileges. His proposals were obstinately rejected, and the 
refusal was accompanied with insult. 

“The firmness of Zenobia was supported by the hope that 
famine would soon compel tlie emperor to repass the desert ; 
and by the reasonable expectation that the kings of the 
East, and particularly the Persian monarch, would arm in 
defence of tlieir most natural allv. But fortune, and the 


eyy vd to relieve Palmyra, were easily intercepted, either 
toosrra 3 or the liberality of the emperor. Prom every 
1 v'yria, a succession of convoys safely arrived in the 
■yi; which was increased bytho return of Probus, with hi 
•WiO-.':;? troops, from the conquest of Egypt. It was t 
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when he was provoked h_y the intelligence that the Pulmy- 
renians had massacred the governor and garrison which ho 
had left among them, and again erected the standard of 
revolt. Without a moment’s deliberation, he once more 
turned his face towards Syria. Antioch was alarmed by his 
rapid approach, and the helpless city of Palmyra felt the 
irresistible weight of his resentment. We have a letter of 
Aurelian himself, in which he acknowledges that old men, 
women, children, and peasants had been involved in that 
dreadful execution, which should have been confined to 
armed rebellion ; and although his principal concern seems 
directed to the re-establishment of a temple of the Sun, he 
discovers some pity for the Palmyrenians, to whom he grants 
the permission of rebuilding and inhabiting their cit}\ .But 
it is easier to destroy than to restore. The seat of com- 
merce, of arts, and of Zenohia, gradually sunk into an 
obscure town, a trifling fortress, and at length a miserable 
village. The present citizens of Palmyra, consisting of thirty 
or forty families, have erected their mud cottages within the 
spacious court of a magnificent temple. 

“ Since the foundation of Home, no general had more nohlv 
deserved a triumph than Aurelian, nor was a triumph ever 
celebrated with superior pride and magnificence. The pomp 
was opened hv twenty elephants, four royal tigers, and above 
two hundred of the most curious animals from every climate 
of the North, the East, and the South. They were follow'ed 
by sixteen hundred gladiators, devoted to the cruel amuse- 
ments of the amphitheatre. The wealth of Asia, the arms 
and ensigns of so many conquered nations, and the magni- 
ficent plate and wardrobe of the Syrian queen, were exposed 
in exact symmetry or artful disorder. The ambassadors of 
the most remote parts of the earth, — of Ethiopia, Arabia, 
Persia, Bactriana, India, and China, all remarkable by their 
rich or singular dresses, displayed the fame and power of the 
Roman emperor, who exposed likewise to the public view 
the presents that he had received, and particularly a great 
number of crowns of gold, the offerings of grateful cities. 
The victories of Aurelian were attested by the long train of 
captives who reluctantly attended his triump 1 
Yandals, Saririatiaus, Alemanni, Pranks, Gauls 1 } 

Egyptians. Each people was distinguished 
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MILAN. 

A.D. 338. 

"UitA.iA.s, nephew of Yitiges, besieged Milan in 838. That 
city then a magnificent one, was esteemed the second of the 
West. With the assistance of ten thousand Eranlts, fur- 
nished by Theodebert, king of Austrasia, TJraias pressed the 
siege warmly during six months. The Goths, masters of 
the’ city, delivered it tip to pillage, made the garrison pri- 
soners,' put the inhabitants to the sword, and carried off the 
women into captivity. 


SECOND SIEGE, A.D, 1139. 

In this year the inhabitants of Milan revolted against 
Frederick Bavbarossa. The angry emperor immediately 
laid siege to that city. The cruel conqueror drove out all 
the inhabitants, razed the most beautiful of the edifices with 
the ground, demolished the gates, its triumphal arches, its 
baths, its most magnificent houses, and sowed salt upon its 
ruins, to denote that it should never be rebuilt. His cruel 
design was disappointed ; Milan soon arose again from her 
a '•lies. 

THIRD SIEGE, A.D. 1499. 

During the wars of the French in the Milanese, in the 
reign of Louis XII., the Chevalier Bayard fell in with an 
Italian narty in the neighbourhood of Milan, and attacked 
it warmly. On his arriving at the gates of Milan, a French 
gendarme cried out to him with a loud voice, “ Turn, man- 
at-nrms, turn!” Bayard, transported by the desire of 
conquering, was deaf to these repeated cries, and entered 
the city at full gallop, as if, says an historian, lie meant to 
take that capital alone. Soldiers, people, even women, fell 
upan him. Cajazzo, whom his valour astonished, ordered 
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within four-and-twenty hours. “ I have defended twenty- 
four places for my masters, the Icings of Spain,” replied the 
governor, “and I have made up my mind to be billed on the 
breach of the twenty-fifth.” This bold reply, which was 
known to be the expression of a strong mind, caused the 
prince to renounce the project of attacking the castle by 
force, and he was satisfied with blockading it. 

Milan was besieged by the king of Sardinia in 1733, by 
Don Philip of Spain in 1745, by Buonaparte in 1796, by 
Smvnrrow in 1799, and by Buonaparte in 1800 ; but there is 
nothing interesting in the details of any of these sieges. 


T01JSNAI. 

A.D. 438. 

Towards the middle of the fifth century, Clodio, first of 
the race of Merovingian kings of the Franks in Gfaul, entered 
Belgium, surprised the Roman troops, defeated them, and 
laid siege to Tournai, even then a powerful city. But it 
could not withstand the conqueror long ; ho took it, and 
gave it up to pillage. 


SECOND SIEGE, A.D. 1310. 

After the naval victory gained by Edward III. of England, 
near Ecluse, that prince presented himself before Tournai. 
French authors say his army amounted to n hundred and 
twenty thousand men. which appears an immense number 
for that period ; but Edward was assisted by so many 
Belgians, and other nations at feud with France, that 
Iiis forces were great, though principally composed of 
foreigners. Proud of his strength, he feared no obstacles. 
But Godomar Dufay, the governor of the city, had pre- 
pared for a long defence, and Edward’s plans being known, 
Dufay had a numerous and well-disciplined garrison. Ho 
was likewise assured of the good-will of the inhabitants, and 

c 
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to son, created that unnatural antipathy between two 
neighbouring nations which is now ro happily being 
removed by their being united in a good and holy cause. 
For our part, wo never take up the thin strip of a sword, 
which is all time has left of the weapon o! this hero, with- 
out reflecting on the evil he did and prepared, ami turning, 
with the poet, to his “funeral couch, with not one to grace 
his obsequies !” 

THIRD SIEGE, A.D. 1513. 

Henry YIII., Icing of England, in his famous expedition 
into France, attacked Teronnnne, a town situated on the 
frontiers of Picardy. This siege is chiefly remarkable for 
the manner in which Pontraillcs, a French nflieer, contrived 
to bring in a supply of provisions and ammunition. Henry 
and bis nobles, together with the emperor Maximilian, who 
was with the English army, carried on the siege so languidly, 
that the town was more in danger from famine than from its 
foes. The above-named officer appeared at the head of eight, 
hundred horsemen, each of whom carried a sack of gun- 
powder behind him and two quarters of bacon. "With this 
small force he made a sudden irruption into the English 
camp, and advanced to the fosse of the town, where each 
horseman threw down his harden. They immediately 
returned at the gallop, and were so fortunate as again to 
break through the English, and to suffer little or no loss. 
But the English had soon their revenge. The famous 
battle of G-uinegate shortly followed, in which i he French 
made such good use of their spurs, and in which the pride oi 
their chivalry, Bayard, Bussy d’Arnboise, Clermont, Jmbre- 
courfc, and others were taken prisoners. After this defeat, 
Henry made the mistake of returning to the siege of so 
inconsiderable a town as Teronnnne, The place capitulated, 
and he demolished the fortifications. The army then 
advanced against Tournai. 

This city, by its ancient charters, was exempt from t-y 
burden of a garrison, and when Louis XII. sent to y 
them if they needed troops to defend their city, the/yy% 
this boastful and silly reply ; “ Tournai est ton rne, 
n a tourne, et encore ne to urn era. Si les Auck’.;= 
lie trouveront a qui parler”— (Tournayis turned^' 
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tlie Spanish impetuosity, and presented themselves wlier 
ever tlie danger -was most imminent. At the end of a few 
days, the breach was found large enough to give an assault. 
It was given. The resistance and the attack were equally’' 
murderous. In the midst of the combatants the Princess 
d’Epinoi was particularly conspicuous. Nothing could 
resist the power of her arm. Plying in the face of peril 
and death, she continued to cry to the soldiers : “ It is I ; 
it is the wife of your governor who marches at your head, 
and braves death for the service of her country. Pollow 
my example. I would rather quit life than the breach 1” 
She spoke, and rushed amidst the carnage. She was 
wounded in the arm. The sight of her blood only animates 
her : she redoubles her efforts ; all fly, all disperse before 
her. The besieged, zealous to imitate her, eagerly follow 
her, and fight with such ardour, that the Spaniards are 
repulsed and retreat, after having lost a vast number of 
men. The hopes of- prompt succour alone supported the 
citizens of Tournai ; but as soon as they found their expec- 
tations frustrated, they perceived it was impossible to defend 
themselves longer, and resolved to surrender. On the 
29th of November, the garrison was permitted to march 
out, with its arms and its baggage. The city redeemed 
itself from pillage.; and the intrepid Amazon who had so 
bravely defended it, left Tournai, with her arm still in a 
scarf, amidst the enthusiastic acclamations of the royal 
army, and, in some sort, with all the appearance of a 
glorious triumph. 

FIFTH SIEGE, A.D. 1667. 

No monarch ever went to war more wantonly and unne- 
cessarily than Louis XIV. Inflated with vanity and self- 
love, intoxicated with flattery, he seemed to look upon 
military glory as the only thing wanting to his fame and his 
happiness. But never did monarch receive a much stronger 
rebuke from an overruling Providence ! He was taught 
that the prosperity of nations is not to be trifled with for 
the gratification of one man’s pride ; and the wars he un- 
dertook so rashly and wickedly proved to be the sources of 
misery to which his arrogant self-sufficiency would have led 
him to believe ho could not be subjected. 
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the improvement of supporting armies by magazines. "What- 
ever siege the king undertook, to whichever side he directed 
his arms, supplies of all kinds were ready, the lodgings of 
the troops were provided, and the marches regulated. The 
king had only to present himself before the cities of Inlan- 
ders to subdue them : he entered Charleroi as he would have 
entered Paris; Bergues-Saint-Veux, Ath, Turnes, Armen- 
tiere, and Coutrai, opened their gates at the approach of 
the Trench battalions. Toumai showed signs of resistance. 
It was besieged in form, the artillery brought to bear “upon 
it, and two days after the trenches had been opened it capi- 
tulate'd. The citadel was then closely pressed, and that 
likewise surrendered on the morrow. The conqueror had 
both city and citadel fortified ; and Megrigni made the 
latter, of which he was governor, one of the best places in 
Europe. < 

SIXTH SIEGE, A.D. 1745. 

Louis XV. opened the campaign against the Allies with 
great spirit. Marshal Saxe laid siege to Tournai, which 
was defended by a Dutch garrison, and supported by an 
English army under the duke of Cumberland. De Saxe 
was so ill as to be obliged to go through his duties in a 
litter ; but he had posted his army admirably. On the 
11th of May the Allies commenced the attack, and De Saxe 
prepared to meet them. The English, Austrians, and Dutch 
amounted to a number very nearly equal to. the Trench. 
After a long resultless cannonade, the English advanced to 
endeavour to carry the village of Eontenoi, in front of De 
Saxe’s centre, and succeeded so well, that the battle was 
supposed to be lost, and the king was advised to retreat ; 
but he refused, and the Marshal guaranteed the victory. 
De Saxe saw the English were ill supported by their allies. 
After a terrible slaughter by his judiciously-placed artillery, 
the Trench cavalry came up, and determined the fate of 
day. The English left nine thousand men on the field, and 
Tournai was taken. 

SEVENTH SIEGE, A.D. 1794. 

At the commencement of the campaign of 1791, General 
Pichegru made every possible effort to approach 1 


7 ; 



•qqtuq qonra eoreqnoa 
5 j ? nq ‘joqqnn qoaoJj n oiojj Xpncqjaa st aScsscd OAoq’n aqx 
‘•qnuj qw 11 Bind aXtJAqn pan sjno Bqjaauoasip qoiqM. ‘satqocq 
jo paiq poo3 a aAtnj spuaaaS ataqi ‘jqasjnoX aAtooap’ qou 
op ‘pa'a ‘ dn SaiSauds Xqcmnqaoa sauuau qsajj QAnq qouaij 
aqq i uotscAai uiojj saijoqtuoq' jnoX d\vs oq ajqtssoduii si qj „ 
: cuqsny jo jojaduia aqq oq aqojAi aq ‘f Gil Strtqnax 

jo 'jauacui Aian siqq jo nap; qsnf a pauuoj aaopj nissiuj 
jo Suiq eqx •satuun Jtaqq jo uoiqisod aqq aanssn oq Xjes 
-S3D9U Xjaitqosqn axaA\ qtiqq satqto aqq paSatsaq Xpo qaaaJj 
aqq ‘sjcav XjEuoiqnqoAaJ aqi aj -naqnaq oitt qi pnajap oq 
qqStio qotqAi edoojq aqq uaqAV ‘qno p\oq uua qoqq ssojqjoj oa 
si a jaqi qnq ‘ Xauii poo3 a i'q papuajap qspqAV appmScuduii 
si aau[d pagtiJOjq^aAV y *saqoaajq aqq ut uaui Xaooi os poog 
-uavs pac saSaiB SuiXtq Xq acSoq qoiqAi ‘eotqonq qaatoan aqq 
jo saou aqq jo aaui XiEqtiiui ooatAuoa oq saotjjns nSiBdraus 
fiiqj '-piag nado aqq ui Xtuaaa aqq Saiquoq Xq qnq ‘sqsanb 
-noa jtaqq apcm qouajq aqq qnqq eoasid oaojaq pajanesm 
aq oq uatn Soisnco Xq qou geav q j •qonajjj; aqq jo spnuq aqq 
oqttt qaj qaiqii ‘imunox mojj AiajpqqtAV saiqn aqq ‘snanajj 
qn ’paiav.t’aoa tsaaq p’Aq sqsApiuad’uix avpq p-rai ‘aaiioYWA 
puajas pantcS p«q aq f jaA3A\oq ‘aoq^ -EquAi sqt qqvaaoq 
'haio stq oq aouadns sdoojq qqiAV puaquoo oq pnq 'uoisnaoo 
XiaAa no *aq Soica at jpj qnq ‘uuoj atqaSoj nt qt eSaisaq ptra 

•iTIOXSin XQ 83D3I3 X73UD QG3 



559 ? 


ORLEANS. 

A.D. 451. 

Attila, king of the Huns, entered Gaul in 451, with fire 
and sword, followed by a countless host of barbarians. After 
spreading everywhere terror, death, and carnage, he ap- 
peared before Orleans. The only defence of this city 
consisted in the valour of its people and the active zeal of 
Saint-Agnan, its bishop. Before the Huns had crossed the 
Seine, he hastened to raise the walls on that side, he col- 
lected as much provision as possible, flew to Arles to press 
the Roman general AEtius to succour Orleans, and then shut 
himself up within its walls, determined to perish with his 
flock if the Romans did not second their courage. The Huns 
arrived and attacked the part of the city situated on the 
right bank of the Loire, with fur)'. They reiterated their 
assaults, they multiplied their efforts, whilst Agnan, having 
employed all human means, was prostrate at the foot of the 
altar, imploring the All-Powerful. Heaven appeared to 
listen to his prayers ; a tempestuous rain, which lasted three 
days, interrupted the attacks. ’When it had ceased, the 
barbarians recommenced their assaults, broke down the 
gates, and were already rushing into the city, when the 
Roman trumpets were heard. iEtius and Theodoric entered 
Orleans from the other side of the Loire at the same.instant 
that Attila entered by the opposite gate. The Huns, ima- 
gining they were conquerors, dispersed themselves in the 
wild disorder of pillage, through the streets and houses. 
The barbarians were stopped, surrounded, pursued, and 
massacred in all directions. In vain Agnan endeavoured to 
excite pity for these ferocious men ; their character was too 
well known : they gave none ; they met with none.. Attila, 
conquered at the moment he thought himself victorious, 
retired, darting upon the prey which had escaped * > 
furiouB but powerless glances of disappointment and. ra 0 • 
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assist in ruining the party of Charles VII.. disinherited, as 
they said, by the treaty of Troyes, bad fixed their eyes upon 
Orleans ; but numberless considerations had retarded the 
siege of that city. At length, on the 8th of October, 1428, 
ten thousand English approached to reconnoitre the environs 
of the place, after having rapidly conquered Chateau-lNeuf, 
Eambouillet, Betancourt, Rochefort, and all the neighbour- 
ing places. Gaucourt, the governor of the city, made a 
vigorous sortie, and repulsed the enemy. They went and 
sacked some more places, and on the 12th of the same 
month reappeared before Orleans, on the side of the Sologne. 
The garrison vras weak, but it had as leaders intrepid war- 
riors, the Gaucourts, the Dunois, the Bahires, the Xain- 
trailles, a crowd of noblesse of that name and that merit, who 
all inspired the lowest soldiers with the heroic valour which 
animated them. The inhabitants even, resolved to bury 
themselves under the ruins of their city rather than submit 
to a foreign yoke, had become so many heroes. The women 
partook of this martial ardour, and devoted themselves en- 
thusiastically to the service of their country. 

The tete du pont, on the side of the Sologne, was defended 
by a fortress called Les Tourelles, in front of which a bulwark 
had been commenced. It was by this intrenchment the 
earl of Salisbury, the general of the English army, made his 
first attacks. The faubourgs, set fire to on the approach of 
the enemy, were not yet entirely consumed. This bander 
stopped them at first, but they soon elevated a bastille upon 
the ruins of the convent of the Augustines, and erected 
batteries, which kept up a constant discharge against the 
walls of the city, the Tourelles, and the boulevard, of which 
they wished to make themselves masters. The cannon made 
a large breach, and it was resolved to mount it sword in 
baud. On the 21st of October, the trumpets sounded the 
signal, and, as if by one motion, ..the warriors planted their 
ladders at the foot of the ramparts. They sprang up with, 
incredible intrepidity ; but they were received with a firm- 
ness equal to it, and both sides fought with the same fury. 
National hatred and a desire for vengeance added to the 
natural desire to conquer. Whilst the besieged hurled then 
foes into the fosses, launched fire-pots, rolled st ^-P* 011 
enormous size upon them, encircled them • 
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Every day the besiegers and the besieged received rein- 
forcements. The garrison, which at first scarcely amounted 
to twelve hundred men, was now composed of three thousand 
combatants ; and the English array, which at the commence- 
ment only reckoned ten thousand’ warriors, was increased to 
twenty-three thousand soldiers, who thought themselves in- 
vincible. The city, which had been attacked on the side of 
the Sologne alone, was now invested almost entirely on 
that of the Beauce. Opposite to the principal avenues of 
Orleans were erected six large bastilles, which communicated 
with each other bj r sixty less considerable redoubts, con- 
structed in the intervals. It was impossible to enter the 
place without passing under the artillery of the forts. More 
than once the Erencli leaders forced the quarters of the 
enemy’s army to introduce convoys. The rigour of the 
season did not at all interrupt the works. Only on Christ- 
mas-day the English proposed a suspension of arms, and 
begged the besieged to send them some musicians, to cele- 
brate that great festival with proper solemnity. The generals 
made each other presents. The earl of Suffolk sent the 
bastard of Orleans some refreshments in exchange for a 
plush robe which he had given him. TJp to the beginning 
of Lent, nothing remarkable took place. Having desolated 
the country round, the English began to be in want of pro- 
visions. In the early part of February, the duke of Bed- 
ford sent a convoy, escorted by two thousand five hundred 
men, under the conduct of the brave Eastolfe. The count 
de Clermont having collected nearly three thousand soldiers, 
to whom he added a detachment of the garrison of Orleans, 
resolved to carry off this convoy. He came up with the 
English at Bouvray, a village of the Beauce. Eastolfe* halted, 
made an intrenckment of the waggons which contained the 
provisions, and only left two issues, at one of which he 
placed his archers. The French army, more courageous 
than prudent, wished that same night to force this intrencli- 

* Following Hale and Holinshed, Shakespeare has made Fastolfe a 
coward, and, it is supposed, borrowed from him the name for his inimi- 
table Falstaff. But the historical Fastolfe vindicated his good name, and 
was restored to his honours. Dr. Heylin, in his “ St. George for 
England, says, “ without doubt, this Sir John Fastolfe was a valiant 
pnd wise captain.” 
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would only treat with the city upon the condition of its 
surrender to tke English. This intelligence roused the 
indignation and revived the courage of the Orleannais ; they 
resolved to defend themselves to the last breath. 

"Whilst terrified France looked for nothing hut the blow 
which was to consummate its ruin, that Invincible Power 
which sometimes seems to attach the greatest events to the 
most apparently weak causes, prepared her an avenger. A 
girl, of about seventeen years of age, was strongly persuaded 
that God destined her to be the preserver of her country. 
Our readers will please to observe we speak of La Pucelle 
according to the opinion entertained of her by the French 
of her own day, because it was that opinion which produced 
the revolution which astonishes us: if the majority of the 
French nation had not had faith in the mission of Joan of 
Arc, the miracle would not have been effected. Born near 
the banks of the Meuse, at Dorn-Ferny, a village of Lorraine, 
her poor but honest parents had given her an education 
conformable to the simplicity of her. situation. Jeanne 
d’Arc, or, as we call her, Joan of Arc, had from her child- 
hood been brought up. with a horror for the English ; she 
constantly made it- the subject of her prayers that the 
monarchy should be delivered from the eternal enemies who 
tyrannized over it. Her zeal .becoming more ardent with 
her years, at thirteen she had trances, in which she declared 
she had conversed with St. Michael, St. Marguerite, and 
St. Catherine, who told her that God had appointed her to 
drive out the English and bring about the coronation of the 
dauphim W ith this enthusiasm she possessed all the virtues 
of which a simple mind is susceptible innocence, piety, 
candour, generosity, and courage. Her rustic life had 
strengthened her naturally robust frame ; she had the 
exterior, and even the natural graces of her sex, without expe- 
riencing the infirmities which characterize the weakness ofit.. 
After several years of revelations, J oan, urged more and 
more by that inward voice which exerted her to arm for her 
country, formed the resolution of presenting herself to 
Baudricourt, governor of Vaucouleurs, a small city of the 
neighbourhood: — -“Master captain,” said she, “know that 
God has for some time past often., given me to know,. and 
has commanded me to go to the gentil dauphin , .who ought, 
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mu™ gnolce La Pucelle ; the fire of her words, the nniveti 
of her manner, her simple but precise replies, everything 
convinced. The king caused her to be examined by matrons, 
bv theologians, and by his parliament. . Yoland ot Arragoii, 
queen of Sicily, accompanied by the ladies De Gaucourt, De 
dienes, and' several others of the first distinction, visited 
Joan, and pronounced her to be as pure as she had described 
herself. The theologians, after many interrogations, decided 
that slie was inspired. The parliament of Poitiers, after the 
most scrupulous observations, required that she should 
manifest the truth of her revelations by some prodigy. “ I 
did not come to Poitiers,” she haughtily replied, . to perform 
miracles ; hut conduct me to Orleans, and I will give, you 
certain signs-of my mission.” This firm reply so astonished 
her judges, that all with one voice declared that this heavenly 
instrument which the All-Powerful had sent to their country 
ought to he instantly employed. Charles ordered a splendid 
and complete suit of armour to he made for her, gave her a 
standard, squires, pages, an Attendant, a chaplain, and a train 
becoming the state of a great warlike leader. The new 
Amazon pine*. .1 herself at the head of a considerable convoy 
destined for Orleans ; and her warriors soon felt themselves, 
inspired with her enthusiasm. She set out, followed by 
Marshal De Boussae, Gilles cle Rais, the admiral De Couland,. 
Ambroise de Lote, and Lahire, aud arrived on the 29th of 
April within sight of the place. Dunois came to meet her , 
he begged, her to satisfy the desire the inhabitants had to 
behold their liberator : she yielded to his entreaties, and she 
entered the city as if in triumph. A thousand cries of joy 
were heard ; r.t that moment the Orleannais believed them- 
selves invincible, and iu fact were so. Everything was 
changed ; the English, to that day conquerors, trembled at 
the name of Joau of Arc ; they as firmly believed her to be 
a sorceress as the Erench believed her to be celestiallv 
inspired. .“ English,” wrote the heroine to them, “ you who 
me no right to this kingdom of Erauce, God commands 
jon m me, Jeanne la. Pucelle, to abandon your forts and 
to retire. . The couriers were arrested, aud no reply was 
maue to tins awful summons but insults. Joan, outraged 
at dreaded, now prepared to prove her mission. On 
\N eunesday, the 4th of May, she selected a body of troops, 
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of Orleans. Daring the troubles of tbo Devolution, ignorant 
and barbarous men overthrew, in Orleans, the statue of a 
heroine who had preserved their city from the voice of tho 
English, and roused the spirit in E ranee which shortly 
afterwards expelled the invaders from their soil ; it was, 
however, reinstated by Buonaparte, duriug his consulship, 
on which occasion he did not forget to introduce a pungent 
reflection upon his aud Joan’s enemies, the English. 

The momentaiy gratitude was such as we have nbovo 
described it ; hut what was the conduct of the king she had 
saved, when she became a captive ? After she had fulfilled 
her mission, and effected the consecration of the king at 
lveims, she wished to retire, “ to be taken back,” as she 
said, “ to her father and mother, and keep their sheep and 
tend to their cattle.” But Charles’s captains had found the 
value of the enthusiasm she created, and refused to let her 
go. She; however, never was again as she had been ; if she 
had had any faith in the divinity of her mission, with its 
completion it was gone. She was wounded at the siege of 
Paris, and was afterwards taken prisoner. As no Englishman 
can speak of her death without a blush, we will pass over 
that in humbled silence ; but what shall we say for her king, 
who owed her so much, who heard of her imprisonment and 
death with the utmost indifference, and did not make the 
least effort to save her, or mitigate the horrors of her punish- 
ment ? It was twenty-five years before he bethought him- 
self of doing her memory justice : hut Charles VII. was then 
a very different man from what he had been when be was so 
. deeply indebted to Joan of Arc. 

J oan of Arc is one of those remarkable characters who 
have achieved miracles by working upon the current super- 
stitions of the times they lived in. To what a degree they 
were superstitious, we may judge by the one instance of the 
duchess of Gloucester, the wife of the king’s uncle, being 
tried and punished to the full extent the court durst venture, 
for dabbling in witchcraft. Acknowledging the immense 
benefit J oan’s efforts produced, and at the same time ad" 
mitting the spirit and intelligence with which she carrie 
out her plans, when we look at the pretence under wine J 
she operated, we are made sceptical, as we are. in ? JL c ]j 
cases, of the first moving cause. In fact, we think 1 
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P AYI A. 

A.D. 476. 

Orestes having undertaken to dethrone 2s epos, the 
emperor of the West, raised an army, merely shoved him- 
self, and the weak monarch abandoned the diadem. Tho 
fortunate rebel encircled the head of his son Horn ulus 
Augustulus with it. The Eoraan empire of the West was 
in its last period of deca} r . Odoacer, at the head of an 
army of Goths, Heruli, Scyrri, and Thuringians, came to 
give it the last blow, and to reign over its vast wreck. 
Terror and confusion preceded him. All fled, all dispersed 
at his approach. The plains were deserted, the cities opened 
their gates to him. Orestes, too weak to withstand him, 
shut himself up in Pavia. Odoacer pursued him thither, 
carried the city by storm, made a frighful carnage, and set 
fire to the churches and houses. Orestes was taken and 
decapitated on the 28th of August, 476, the very day on 
which, one year before, he had dragged Hepos from his 
throne. Augustulus, abandoned by everybody, stripped 
himself of his dangerous dignity, and delivered up the 
purple to his conqueror, who, out of compassion for his age, 
left him his life, with a pension of six thousand golden 
pence, that is, about three thousand three hundred pounds 
sterling. Thus disappeared the empire of the West, after 
having subsisted five hundred and six years from the battle 
of Actium, and twelve hundred and twenty-nine from, the 
foundation of Rome. Scarcely was its fall perceived, scarcely 
a look was fixed upon its last moments ; it might be com- 
pared to an old man who dies of caducity. 

. SECOND SIEGE, A.D. 572. 

Alboin, king of the Lombards, entered Italy for the pur- 
pose of founding a state. Pavia alone ventured to oppose 
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of pursuing his enemies with vigour to the other side of the 
Carnic Alps. Accumulating errors, he weakened an army 
of forty thousand men by dividing it ; detaching from it a 
body of ten thousand soldiers upon an expedition into the 
kingdom - of Naples. He thus left his enemy time to recover, 
and to remain master, by means of the armies he was able to 
raise in Germany and Naples. After having taken Milan, 
he commenced the siege of Pavia. That city, well fortified,, 
had for governor Antonio de Leva, a great captain, com- 
manding a numerous and warlike garrison. The Trench 
monarch attacked the place with vigour, but he evinced in- 
decision in his points of attack. The siege was protracted 
Pavia was reduced to extremity; the garrison mutinied more 
than once for want of pay ; the governor was even in dread 
of seeing the city delivered up to the Trench by his unruly 
troops ; but his genius, equally firm and fertile in resources, 
contrived to keep them to their duty. Lannoi, viceroy of 
Naples for Charles V., was informed of the distress of Pavia. 
The taking of that place might complete the disbanding of 
the Imperial troops for want of money and subsistence ; he 
felt that this was the moment to venture to attack his enemy, 
and to attempt an action, hazardous Avithout doubt, but 
which might re-establish the affairs of Charles Y. in Italy. 
ITe set out then, accompanied by the marquis de Pescara 
and the constable De Bourbon. At his approach, the Trench 
monarch called a council ; prudence Avould have commanded 
him to aA’oid an engagement, to raise the siege, and to refresh 
and enlarge his army : “ Sire,” said La Tremouille to him, 
“ true honour in war is to succeed. A defeat can never 
he justified by a battle ; you risk your army, your person, 
and your kingdom, and you risk nothing by raising the siege.” 
The monarch was deaf to the counsels of wisdom ; his 
romantic spirit fancied that his honour would be compro- 
mised. The admiral Bonnevet promised so to dispose his 
Hoops that he should conquer his enemies, that the Impe- 
rialists should not dare to attack him, and that- Pavia should 
fall into his hands. The king followed this fatal and perni- 
cious advice. The troops were nearly equal in numbers on 
both sides, each reckoning about thirty thousand men. The 
Imperialists first fell upon the rear-guard of the Trench, 
placed at the castle and in the park of Mirabel. They 
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rendered the Spaniard equally invincible in fight, and fero- 
cious after victory. The Trench monarch sustained the 
powerful charges of the enemy like a hero. Brands of 
Lorraine, and Eichard De la Pole, the last heir of the house 
of Suffolk, endeavoured, with some companies of lans- 
quenets, fc) disengage him ; but they were killed, and the 
soldiers instantly turned their backs. Bonnevet perished 
fighting, and was regretted by nobody. Louis de la Tre- 
mouille shared the same fate ; nearly nine thousand warriors, 
all gentlemen, were left lifeless on the field of battle. The 
melee was terrible 'around the king. Left almost alone in 
the midst of a host of enemies, he inspired terror in all who 
ventured to approach him. He had already immolated five 
of his assailants, when his horse was killed, the monarch fell, 
and a rush was made to seize him. Springing up, he reco- 
vered himself, aud killed two more Spaniards. At this 
moment, Molac de Kercado, first gentleman of the chamber, 
perceived the peril of his master, and dispersed or killed all 
who stood in the way of his zeal. lie placed himself before 
his exhausted sovereign, protected him with his sword, and 
checked the savage impetuosity of the Spanish soldiery ; but 
Kercado fell whilst defending the king, who refused to sur- 
render to anybody but the viceroy of Naples : “ Monsieur 
de Lannoi,” said he, “ there is the sword of a king who 
deserves consideration, since, before parting with it, he has 
employed it in shedding the blood of several of your people, 
and who is not made prisoner by cowardice, but by a reverse 
of fortune.” Lannoi fell on his knees, received the arms of 
the king with respect, and kissed his hand, whilst present- 
ing him with another sword, saying, “I beg your majesty 
to accept of mine, which has spared the blood of many of 
your subjects. It is not becoming in an officer of the 
emperor to behold a king disarmed, although a prisoner.” 
Brands was conducted, after the action, across the field of 
battle, to the place he was to be confined in. The Impe- 
rialists made him observe that all his Swiss guards had fallen 
in their ranks, and that they lay dead dose to one another. 
“If all my troops had done their duty,” said he, much 
affected by this spectacle, “ as well as these brave fellows, I 
should not be your prisoner, but you would be mine. 
Brands announced this defeat to his mother m the 
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furnish fresh sums. The emperor, although very much dis- 
satisfied, pretended to find these reasons good, although they 
defeated all his designs. — Napoleon, with that jealousy which 
he always professed to have for the honour of Prance, when 
master of Spain, caused the unfortunate king, his victim, tc 
restore the sword and armour of Prancis I., which were pre- 
served at Madrid as a monument of this victory. 

Pavia experienced something approaching to sieges in 
1655, 1733,' and 1745, but they furnish no details worth 
relating. In 1796, likewise, it was captured, without any 
trouble, by Buonaparte, who took the opportunity for utter- 
ing one of his glorious fanfaronnades : “ If the blood of a 
single Frenchman,” said he, “ had been shed, I would have 
caused a column to be erected over the ruins of the city, 
upon which should have been inscribed — Here stood the 
Citx op Pavia !” 


RAYENNA. 

A.D. 488. 

Thedoric besieged Odoacer in Ravenna, but, too weak 
to carry the city by force, he resolved to reduce it by 
famine. Ravenna, being well supplied with provisions, and 
its port being accessible to light barks, the siege was pro- 
tracted to two years and a half. Odoacer made frequent- 
sorties by night, and never returned without having sig- 
nalized his courage. Theodoric, master .of all the neigh- 
bouring country, at length succeeded in closing the port. 
Pamine then began to be sensibly felt ; a bushel of wheat 
was worth six pieces of gold (more than three pounds ster- 
hug) j and the inhabitants were reduced to the extremity of 
eatiug everything that could be converted into aliment. 
Odoacer, obliged to treat with his rival, contented himself 
with sharmg with Theodoric the title of king. On the 5th 
oi March, .491, the king of the Goths entered Ravenna, 
buch was, iu Italy, the foundation of the kingdom of the 
Ustrogoths, which. only subsisted sixty years. Odoacer was 
treated lor some time with all the respect due to his dignity, 
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furnish fresh sums. The emperor, although very much dis- 
satisfied, pretended to find these reasons good, although they 
defeated all his designs. — Napoleon, with that jealousy which 
he always professed to have for the honour of Prance, when 
master of Spain, caused the unfortunate king, his victim, tc 
restore the sword and armour of Prancis I., which were pre- 
served at Madrid as a monument of this victory. 

. Pavia experienced something approaching to sieges in 
1655, 1733, and 1745, but they furnish no details worth 
relating. In 1796, likewise, it was captured, without any 
trouble, by Buonaparte, who took the opportunity for utter- 
ing one of his glorious fanfaronnades : “ If the blood of a 
single Prenchman,” said he, “ had been shed, I would have 
caused a column to be erected over the ruins of the city, 
upon which should have been inscribed — Heke stood the 
City oe Pavia !” 


SATEKNA. 

A.D. 488. 

Thedobic besieged Odoaeer in Ravenna, but, too weak 
to carry the city by force, he resolved to reduce it by 
famine. Ravenna, being w'ell supplied with provisions, and 
its port being accessible to light barks, the siege was pro- 
tracted to two years and a half. Odoaeer made frequent 
sorties by night, and never returned without having sig- 
nalized his courage. Theodoric, master .of all the neigh- 
bouring country, at length succeeded in closing the port. 
Pamine then began to be sensibly felt ; a bushel of wheat 
was v r orth six pieces of gold (more than three pounds ster- 
ling) ; and the inhabitants were reduced to the extremity of 
eating everything that could be converted into aliment. 
Odoaeer, obliged to treat with his rival, contented himself 
"with sharing with Theodoric the title of king. On the 5th 
of March, 491, the king of the Goths entered Ravenna. 
Such was, in Italy, the foundation of the kingdom of the 
Ostrogoths/which only subsisted sixty years. Odoaeer was 
treated for some time with all the respect due to his dignity, 
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ANTIOCH. 

Antioch, now Anthakia, was a celebrated city, the capi- 
tal of Syria. It was seated on tbe river Orontes, now called 
Assi, fifteen miles east of tbe Mediterranean, and forty miles 
soutb-west of Aleppo. "W e bave been thus particular, 
because Antiocb is not only a conspicuous city in tbe his- 
tory of tbe early Christian church, but because it has under- 
gone some of the most remarkable sieges to be found in this 
volume. 

FIRST SIEGE, A.D. 540. 

Chosroes, king of Persia, having spread terror and dismay 
throughout Syria by the capture of Sour (ancient Tyre) and 
other places, presented himself before Antioch. The attack 
and defence were equally warm and terrible in their results. 
The besieged surrendered, after having exhausted all their 
resources, and admitted the Persians within their walls. 
The confusion was horrible in this populous and unfortunate 
city. Men, women, and children crowded over each other 
to escape the murderous sword of the conqueror ; the streets 
could not afford passage wide enough for the multitude. 
The soldiers of the garrison, mingled with the fugitives, 
overthrew the unhappy citizens, trampled them under their 
horses 5 feet, and crushed them to death in their own city and 
by their own troops. The conquerors, spread throughout all 
the quarters, indulged in a license almost unheard of even in 
such scenes : they pillaged and sacked the houses ; they 
pulled down and burnt all the public edifices; they profaned 
and plundered the churches; they insulted and violated the 
virgins consecrated to God ; and the maidens and women 
whose virtue they outraged were immolated before the eyes 
of their husbands and parents. Chosroes himself animated 
lus troops to the carnage, and excited them to plunder. He 
took possession of the gold and silver vases of the great 
church, and sent into Persia all the valuable statues, rare 
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antiocit. 

and challenged the bravest of the Mussulmans io single 
combat. Dames, who bad acquired the reputation of being 
invincible at the siege of Aleppo, presented himself. .Ilia 
horse stumbling whilst be was engaged with his enemy, 
Dames was seized and conveyed a prisoner to the tent of the 
challenger. Hcstorius, proud of this chance victory, was 
desirous of a fresh triumph. He offered a second challenge, 
which was accepted by Dehac. The two champions fought 
for a long time with equal success: when, exhausted by 
fatigue, and their horses being jaded and breathless, they 
separated to recruit their strength. During the second 
conflict, Dames, having deceived the slaves who guarded 
him, contrived to escape, and rejoined his comrades. A few 
days after, the two armies engaged, and the Homans were 
cut to pieces after a severe and bloody battle. A fresh 
perfidy of Youckinna, formerly governor of Aleppo, contri- 
buted greatly to the defeat of the Homans. This traitor 
guarded in Antioch Derar and two hundred other Mussul- 
man prisoners. At the moment of the combat, lie set them 
at liberty, joined them to the troop he commanded, and 
ranged himself under the standard of Mahomet. At the 
sight of these new enemies, the Roman legions lost all cou- 
rage-, they fancied the whole population of Antioch was 
pouring out upon them. The field of battle was strewed 
with dead. The inhabitants of Antioch, finding themselves 
without resource, capitulated ; to avoid being pillaged, they 
paid the conqueror three hundred thousand pieces of gold, 
amounting to about one hundred and seventy thousand 
pounds sterling,— -a sum which seems to us incredibly small, 
from such a city so circumstanced. Abou-Obeidah entered 
Antioch on the 21st of August. As he dreaded for his 
soldiers the pleasures of this voluptuous city more than lie 
feared the Homan armies, he only allowed them to remain 
there three days. 


. .. THIRD SIEGE, A.D. 1097. 

After a disastrous march, in which they had met with 
many unexpected accidents and reverses, as well as triumphs, 
the great army of the Crusaders, under G-odfrey of Bouillon 
and his chivalrous companions, advanced. towards Antioch. 
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•by a body of four thousand Saracens, who laid wait for them 
on their passage. In vain Bohemond, the count de St. 
Gilles, and Bishop Adhemar hastened to their assistance ; the 
Christians could 'not sustain the shock of the infidels, and 
■.retreated in great disorder. 

The report of this defeat soon reached the camp, and 
■Godfrey immediately summoned all to arms. Followed by 
his brother Eustace, the two Roberts and the count de Ver- 
mandois, he crossed the Orontes, and went in pursuit of the 
pursuers. "When he came up with the Saracens, he shouted 
to his companions “to follow his example,” and fell, sword 
in hand, upon the ranks of the Mussulmans. Accustomed 
to distant fight, and to employ the bow and arrow, these 
could not stand against the sword and the lance of the Cru- 
saders : they took to flight, some towards the mountains, 
-and some towards the city. Accien, who, from the towers 
of his palace, bad beheld the victorious attack of the Crusa- 
ders, sent a numerous detachment to assist his flying troops. 
He accompanied them to the gate of the bridge, which he 
•caused to he shut after them, telling them A should not he 
re-opened till they had gained the victory. 

This fresh body of Saracens was quickly beaten in its turn. 
The Turks had uo other hope but that of' regaining the city ; 
hut Godfrey had placed himself upon an eminence between 
the fugitives aud the gates. It was there the carnage began ; 
the Christians were animated by their victory, the Saracens 
by their despair aud the cries of the inhabitants assembled 
•on the ramparts. Nothing can paint the tumult of this fresh 
combat. The clash of arms and the shouts of the soldiers 
•drowned the voices of the commanders ; they fought hand 
to h and, in perfect disorder, whilst clouds of dust hung over 
the field of battle, Chance directed the blows of both the 
conquerors and the conquered ; the Saracens pressed upon 
■each other, and embarrassed their own flight. The confu- 
sion was so great that many Crusaders were killed by their 
companions in arms. A vast number of Saracens fell beneath 
the swords of the Christians, almost without resistance; 
more than two thousand were drowned in the Orontes. 
“ The old men of Antioch,” says William of Tyre, “ who con- 
templated this sanguinary catastrophe from the top of their 
Walls, lamented that they had lived so long ; and women, 
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retired. The Christians, however, knew that the Mussul- 
mans never despoiled the bodies of their countrymen before 
they inhumed them, and flocked in crowds to the plunder of 
them. They tore up the bodies, and stripped them of the 
arms and clothes with which they were covered. They then 
returned to exhibit to their fellows in the camp the silk 
stuffs, bucklers, lances, javelins, and rich swords found in 
the graves. This spectacle did not in the least disgust 
the knights and barons. The flay after the battle, among 
the spoils of the vanquished, they contemplated with 
pleasure fifteen hundred heads separated from their 
trunks, which were paraded in triumph through the .army, 
and reminded them of their victory and of .the loss of the 
infidels. 

All these heads cast into the Orontes with the bodies of 
the Mussulmans who the preceding day had been drowned 
in the river, went to convey the news of the victory to the 
Genoese and Pisans at Port St. Simeon. 

The leaders now thought of nothing but taking advantage 
of the terror with which they had inspired the Mussulmans. 
Masters of the cemetery, they pulled down the mosque, and 
employed the stones, even of the tombs, to build .a fortress 
before the gate of the bridge by which the besieged made 
their sorties. Raymond, who had been accused of want of 
zeal for the holy war, constructed this fort and took charge 
of the perilous post. It was proposed to raise a new for- 
tress near the first, and as none of the leaders came forward 
to erect it, Tancred offered his services, — a generous and 
loyal knight ; he had nothing left but his sword and his 
renown. He asked his companions for money, and under- 
took the danger of the enterprise. All were eager to second 
his courageous devotion ; the works he directed were soon 
finished ; and from that time the besieged were closely shut 
up within the inelosure of their walls. 

^ The Crusaders having thus blockaded the city, seized the 
Syrians who had been accustomed to bring provisions to 
Antioch, and only spared their lives upon their swearing to 
supply the Christian army. .Learning .that Accien had sent 
away a great :many of his horses to a valley some leagues 
from the city, they .repaired .thither by by-roads, and 
gained possession of the .rich booty. Two thousand horses 
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wlio seldom agreed anywhere but in the field of battle, and. 
whom danger even could not always unite, were on the 
point of declaring war among themselves. 

Baldwin, prince of Edessa, had sent some magnificent 
presents to Godfrey, the two "Roberts, the count de Ver- 
xnandois, and the counts of Blois and Chartres; he had 
distributed sums of money to the whole army; but in. 
bestowing his largesses, he had purposely left out Bohemond 
and his soldiers. This was quite enough to create a division. 
Whilst the Christian army was loud in the praises of the 
liberality of Baldwin, the prince of Tarentum and his war- 
riors breathed nothing but complaints and murmurs. 

At the same time, a richly ornamented tent, which an 
Armenian prince destined for Godfrey, and which, falling 
into the hands of Pancratius, was sent to Bohemond, be- 
came a fresh subject of trouble and discord. Godfrey 
haughtily claimed the present which had been intended for- 
him; Bohemond refused to give it up. Both parties pro- 
ceeded to abuse and threats; they were eager to have 
recourse to arms, and Christian blood was about to flow in 
a contemptible quarrel. But at length the prince of Taren- 
tum, abandoned by the greater part of the army and con- 
quered by the prayers of his friends, surrendered the tent to 
his rival, consoling his vexation with the hope that the 
chance of war would soon bestow upon him a much richer 
booty. 

Whilst these quarrels occupied the Christian army, the 
inhabitants of Antioch received reinforcements and prepared. 
for a fresh resistance. When they had obtained all tbev 
stood in need of, they broke the truce and recommenced the 
war with all the advantages a foolishly-granted peace had. 
given them. 

Antioch, after a seven months’ siege, would have escaped, 
the hands of the Christians, if cunning, policy, and ambition 
had not done more for their cause than patience and valour 
had been able to do. Bohemond, whom the hopes of better- 
ing his fortunes had drawn into the crusade, was always on 
the wacth to realize his projects. The success of Baldwin 
had roused his jealousy, and pursued him even in his sleep, 
lie ventured to cast his eyes upon Antioch, and was suffi- 
ciently favoured by circumstances to find a man who had it. 
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"hall have lost the fruit of all our labours and all our vic- 
tories. But no, I cannot think so j Cod, who has conducted 
us hither, will not permit that we should have fought iu his 
cause in vain. He will save the Christian army, he will 
lead us to the tomb of His Son. If you will listen to the 
proposal I am about to make to you, to-morrow the standard 
of the cross shall float over the walls of Antioch, and we 
shall march in triumph to Jerusalem.” 

On finishing these words, Bohemond exhibited the letters 
of Phirous, in which he promised to surrender the three 
towers he commanded. Phirous declared that he was ready 
to fulfil his promises, hut that he would have nothing to do 
with any one but the prince of Tafentum. He required, as 
the price of his services, that Bohemond should remain 
master of Antioch. The Italian prince affirmed that he had 
already given considerable sums to Phirous ; that he alone 
had obtained bis confidence, and that a reciprocal confidence 
was the surest guarantee of success iu so difficult an enter- 
prise. “ As to the rest,” added he, <f if a better means of 
saving the army can be found, I am ready to approve of it, 
and will willingly renounce my share of a conquest upon, 
which the safety of all the Crusaders depends.” 

The peril daily became greater ; it was disgraceful to fly, 
imprudent to fight, and dangerous to temporize. Pear put 
all the interests of rivalry to silence. The greater the oppo- 
sition the leaders had at first shown to the proposals of 
Bohemond, the more abundant did they now find the reasons 
for adopting them. A divided conquest was no conquest; 
besides, a partition of Antioch might give birth to a thou- 
sand differences in the army, and lead to its ruin. They 
only gave away that which they did not possess, and they 
gave it to secure the lives of the Christians. Better one 
should profit by the labours of all, than that all should 
perish out of opposition to the good fortune of one. Besides, 
the taking of Antioch was not the great object of the 
Crusade; they had taken arms to deliver Jerusalem. Every 
delay was contrary to what religion hoped for from its 
soldiers, and to what the "West expected from its bravest 
knights. Ail the leaders, except the inflexible Raymond, 
united in granting the principality of Antioch to Bohemond 
And coniured him to nrPRQ f.ltA liics TvrniApi; 
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they Lave endured, and upon the death wlu< 
them, I cannot help entertaining a kind of pi 
You are not ignorant that the Christian in 
Antioch, after having suffered all sorts of out 
he massacred by the orders of Accien. I 
pitying them, nor can I forget that we were 
same Teligion, and were formerly brethren.” 
did not produce the effect Phirous expected. ‘ 
ished ” replied his brother, “ that you should p 
ought to inspire yon with nothing but horror. 
Crusaders arrived before Antioch, we were 
blessingB. We have since passed our lives an 
and alarms. May all the ills they have broug 
upon themselves ! As for the Christians residii 
don’t you know that they are almost all traiti 
wish to deliver ns to the swords of our enemies i 
words he cast a threatening glance upon P3 
renegade saw that he was at least suspected, 
ledged no brother in the man who refused to 1 
pliee, and, as his only reply, plunged his dagger i 
The decisive moment arrived. The night v 
a storm which had risen, considerably aug 
obscurity. The wind, which shook the roofs o 
together with the incessant peals of thunder, j 
soldiers -from hearing any noise round the rat 
sky looked inflamed towards the west, and f 
comet, which appeared above the horizon, 
announce to the superstitious minds of the C 
moment destined for the destruction of the in 
awaited the signal with impatience. A Lon 
Payen, sent by Bohemond, ascended the towe 
of leather. Phirous received him, told him all • 
and, to convince him of his fidelity, pointed 
body of his brother. Whilst they were talking 
the garrison came to visit the posts. He pres 
with a lantern before the tower. Phirous, wit 
the least fear, concealed Bohemond’s messes 
forward to meet the officer. He received p 
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The latter, half-asleep, crawled from their houses 
the cause of the uoise they heard, and died withot 
who were the traitors, or by what baud they w 
Some, when aware of the danger, fled towards th 
upon which the citadel was built ; whilst others 
at the gates of the city. All who could not fly i 
the swords of the conquerors. 

Notwithstanding the confusion, Bohemond c 
to take possession of Antioch ; and when da; 
his red flag was seen floating over one of the big 
of the city. At sight of this, the Crusaders le! 
of the camp uttered loud shouts of joy, and flo 
city to partake of the new conquest. Tim slant 
Mussulmans was pursued with fury. The Chr 
had suffered much, exhibited their chains to thei 
and increased their thirst for blood : the public 
covered with dead bodies, and blood flowed d 
streets. Every house and thing that was not n 
a cross was the object of their fury ; all who <3 
nounce the name of Christ were massacred wit! 

In a single night, more than ten thousand of 
tants of Antioch perished ; many who attcmptc 
were brought back to either death or slaver; 
finding he was betrayed, and not daring to plan 
in any of his officers, resolved to fly towards hJ 
and meet Kerbogha. After leaving the gates, 
ceeding without any escort, through forests and 
tains, when he fell in with some Armenian i 
These men recognised the prince of Antioch, ai 
without a train, and bore upon his countenanc 
of depression and grief, they judged the city mi 
One of them went up to him, snatched his swoi 
and plunged it into his heart. His head was bn 
new masters of Antioch, and Phirous was abl< 
plate without fear the features of him who, 
before, might have commanded his death. 1 
received great wealth as the reward of his ti 
renegade re-embraced the Christianity he had 
and followed the Crusaders to Jerusalem, Tw< 
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warriors. Dohemond was wounded in a roriio. In v.r.n 
Tailored and Godfrey performed prcigidics of valour; I ho 
Mussulmans drove the Christians into the city, in which 
they were now, in their turn, besieged. 

Placed between the vast Mussulman army and the gar- 
rison of the citadel, the position of Use Crusaders was 
awful. Kcrbogha tool; possession of the port of Eft. Simeon, 
so that no provisions could reach them by sea, and famine 
very quickly began to exercise cruel ravages upon thebesiegrd. 

At the very commencement of the siege, the commonest 
necessaries were worth their weight in gold. A moderate- 
sized loaf was worth a byzant, an egg ns much ns six 
Lucchese deniers; a pound-weight of silver was given for 
the head of an ox, of a horse, or of an ns?. Godfrey gave 
fifteen silver marks for a lean camel, and three marks for n 
goat, which, - at other times, would have been disdained by the 
meanest soldier of his army. Our readers will not fail to 
observe that these prices did not only bespeak the scarcity 
of pronsions, they announced the abundance of money 
the army was rich with the late plunder of the city. After 
having slaughtered most of their horses, they were obliged 
t-o have recourse to unclean animals. The soldiers and the 
poor who followed the army lived upon leaves and roots ; 
some even went so far ns to devour the leather of their 
bucklers and shoes : the most destitute exlmmcd the bodies 
of the Saracens, and, to support their wretched existence, 
disputed his prey with Death. In this frightful distress, 
agonized mothers could no longer support their children, 
and with them died of despair and hunger. Princes and 
knights, whose pride had been most conspicuous, were 
debased to the asking of charity. The count of Flanders 
went about the streets and to tho houses of Antioch, beg- 
ging for the grossest food, and which ho frequently could 
not obtain. More than one leader sold liis equipments and 
his arms to purchase food for a single day. As long ns tho 
duke of Lorraine had anything eatable left, he shared it 
with his. companions ; at length he made the sacrifice of 
his last war-home, and. was, like tho other Crusaders, 
reduced to the most cruel necessity. 

Many of the Crusaders endeavoured to fly from a city 
which presented nothing but the image and the prospec o 
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lie blasphemed more than any of tlic rest, and said be could 
not understand tlie mysteries of Providence, which betrayed 
the cause of the Christians. . 

The emperor Alexius, who had advanced as far ns Phi* 
lomelum, terrified at all he heard, did not dare to continue 
his march towards Antioch. He thought, says Anna Com- 
nena, that it would be rash to endeavour to succour a city 
whose fortifications had been ruined by a long siege, and 
bad no defenders but soldiers reduced to the lowest misery. 
Alexius still further reflected, adds the same historian, upon 
the indiscretion and the inconstancy of the Pranks, upon 
their manner of making war without either art or rules ; 
upon the imprudence with which, after having conquered 
their enemies, they allowed themselves to he surprised by 
the very people they had conquered. He thought likewise- 
of the difficulty he should have in making his arrival known 
to the Crusaders, and of the still greater difficulty of agree- 
ing with their leaders respecting the measures to be taken 
in order to save them. 

All these motives were one-sidedly reasonable. Alexius 
hated the Crusaders quite as much as he did the Turks, and 
no doubt rejoiced to see them destroy each other. He 
returned towards Constantinople, dragging in his train half 
the inhabitants of the countries he passed through, they 
being afraid of being left to the mercy of the Mussulmans. 

The. news of this retreat completed the despair of the 
Christians : hope was gone ; deaths increased awfully ; their 
enfeebled hands could scarcely wield the lance or the sword;, 
they had neither the strength to defend their lives nor to 
bury the dead. Amidst such frightful misery, no more tears 
were seen to flow, no more groans were heard, the silence 
was as complete in Antioch as if it had been perpetual night, 
or that no one was left in it. The Crusaders were aban- 
doned even by the courage of despair. The last feeling of 
nature, love of life, became fainter in their hearts every day ; 
they dreaded to meet each other in the public places, and 
remained concealed in the interior of their houses, which they 
looked upon as their tombs. 

The towers and ramparts- were almost without defence. 
Bohemond, as lord of the place, in vain endeavoured »y 
words and exertions to keep up the courage of the t ru-- 



otn ‘qijica aq4 SniSStp no 'putf [jm noi acqpj qSiq ©qj M©u 
:q30i;uy V s ‘ id l 3 k Jaqyuq Xoi jo’qoJtiqo ©44 04 oq „ — ‘niiq 
oj pica ptiq ojieodu 1 \ oj { eq£ ‘daapsB scaa ©q ^spqAV ©©on* 
, gojq^ papadaj naaq pcq qoiqAv *Ai©jpny qg jo no^ueddo nu 
gaqcoAax jo oeodjnd aq? joj ‘ejapcaj dqj j o {pan oo o q? aiojaq 
paicaddc ‘ima^qpca ojjai,j pamcn ‘eaqiasacj^ jo ssaooip 
0 qj jo pajid c ‘aaAcajj jo saetraojd aq; ezqca.1 ojjapjo nj 

‘©nasi idduq -c 04 

Smjmod j[o ‘euoiptaAai pui^cajadna puc buoieia jo sjunoa 
■oc po^jnoaio iysnoprjsnput .£344 : uovpc jo eaAi^om jcjunia 
Eeajpip ©tuajjxa siq4 m aeanoaaj pcq ‘bsud.iajiia ’044 
aqnpapnii 04 uodn paqioM u’aaq pcq BJapcsnjQ aqj jo incui 
10 spmin aqq -avoq Avauq oqAv ‘Bjapcaj ©44 jo omos qng; 

•Joi 9 ui qonia jo SniAjasap nampcm qona 
qtnq^oa pinoqa qaa ‘ijnqiapCQ jo ecraoqx * 5 g-ioj oonajaAOi 
10 jno pmqSna; apcicr 04 ©J 3 .ii oonmj jo saqoqp') utzraoq; 
oq-j jj •Xjcssaaau nossaj ©joa©s o pamaap ‘.{(OStAi sdoqjaa 
‘Etiaatucg oq> 41244 ‘paA© XnraipiocJpa no qona’ bcja eisy 
jo uojscAui ucadojng; oqj, -o^naAOi snoacqacq jo siojjoq 
©qj qc poq’dmi 1 . . . . 4 Q q Satq^ou 

0; nojsq'pmoAS ■ . ■ . . ■ v\% 04 xunpj 

04 pa^iiaiaa Su rn - k , — . , t oj©jjo ^Coqj; 

‘nog si H jo £io \9 044 04 opera soojjuova 
£avm oa po4©apu JSnucq aoj opn^caSai jo pog pasture 
‘ajXj jo uxennAV b£vs ‘jsompj puc ‘qdainijj ppioqs jsuqQ 
jo Baiwona 344 4044 puc ‘111344 04 uoddcq ppioqa bobjoaoj 
qans’ Aioq puaqajdcnoa 40a ppioa iaq; i jcav oprmjjojan 
Biqj no Xuco 04 pauopucqo pcq iCaq; bjiojwoo oqj ‘q^caAA 
a’qj ‘sayisca jpq4 'sajftmnj atoq; jo jqSnoqj ioqx I auioq 
jo suoipogaJ iqoqoucpra oqj ’ouica uaqj pay -o^draoxo xrc 
inaqj'jaa 04 qpSnaaja eq; jou pcq ‘saoippa aiouj jo oonaipaqo 
eq? pacrainoa 04 oyqcan ‘snaicq oqj -piropcsj raojj'po43 
puc ‘a^uoqjcrav diojj pray ‘srud/o uiojj esciq ‘ai^p, uioaj 
fcp-Cio ‘sej^y oqj raoaj ©[qaera oaoqa qotqAA ni 'uoacqo'T 
jo 4 cpa© oqj qjiAi qqnq soaqcd pau Boqaanqa" ‘pica pod 
enodtuod n bc aaiiaipop ‘£}t© oqj jo eiojicnlj jcjoasb 04 oiy: 
43a pnoraoqog; ‘raaq; ©bum 04 jopjo nj ■fiSmqoAip aiaq; nt 
ssayuoijota panictaoj taomcAi. nc^BuijQ oq4 ‘Ijicp eijnessu 
Jiaq4 paAiauai niq4uv ppc4p oq4 jo uoeujcS oq4 pac qnoi^m 
iuuc eq4 4 sn i lA\. '04 popnodsaiun IfqcnLa bbaa ‘qca-jbtl 
-ratU4 ©q4 jo 'saun-p-prcafioa ©q4 jo Buorautna oq? 5 saopca 

•Anoisin *10 sioais jvaao n^o 


ANTIOCH. 


3-17 


iron of tlie lance winch pierced the side of our "Redeemer. 
In three days, that instrument of eternal salvation shall he 
manifested ‘to His disciples: that mystic iron, borne at 
the head of the army, will effect the delivery of the Chris- 
tians and pierce the hearts of the infidels.” 

Adhemar, Raymond, and the other leaders affected to 
believe this tale. The report of it was soon spread through- 
out the army. The soldiers said solemnly to each other, 
that nothing was impossible to the God of the Christians ; 
they likewise believed that the glory of Christ was interested 
in their safety, and that God ought to perform miracles to • 
save bis disciples and defenders. During three days the 
Christian army prepared itself by fasting and prayer for the 
discovery of this holy lance. 

On the morning of the third day, twelve Crusaders chosen 
from amongst the most respectable of the clergy and knights, 
repaired to the great church of Antioch, accompanied by a 
vast number of labourers provided with the necessary tools. 
They began to dig the ground under the high altar ; the 
greatest silence prevailed in the church; every instant the 
spectators- expected to behold the glittering of the miracu- 
lous iron. The whole army, assembled outside the closed doors, 
awaited impatiently tlie result of the search. The diggers 
had worked during several hours, and had thrown out the 
earth, to. the depth of twelve feet, without the appearance of 
any lance;. Night came on, and nothing was discovered ; 
and yet the impatience of the Crusaders seemed to he in- 
creased rather than diminished by disappointment. The 
labourers rested for a while,, and then in the darkness of 
the night resumed their operations. "Whilst the .twelve 
witnesses, were- bent in prayer rouud the hole, Barthelemi 
leaped into it, and in a very short time reappeared with the 
sacred iron in his hand. Our readers will smile at this poor 
trick; hut let them glance at. the superstitions of the period, 
and they will bo satisfied that historians, have not deceived 
them with, respect to this lance or its miraculous effects. A 
cry of joy was-, uttered by all present ; it was repeated by 
the anxious army at the doors, and soon resounded, through 
every quarter of the city. The iron to whic-h so many hopes 
were attached, was exhibited in triumph to the Crusaders; it 
appeared to them a celestial weapon with which God him- 
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countenance of the leader of the Saracens : “ Choose,” said 
he, “ the bravest of thy army, and let them fight with a 
similar number of the Crusaders ; fight thyself with one of 
the Christian princes, or give the signal for a general battle. 
Whichever be thy choice, thou shalt soon learn what thy 
enemies are, and shalt know who is the G-od we serve.” 

Kerbogha, who was acquainted with the situation of the 
Christians, but who knew nothing of the kind of succour 
they had received in their distress, was extremely surprised 
at such language. He remained for some time mute with 
astonishment and rage ; but at length recovering himself : 
“Return,” cried he to Peter, “ return to those that sent 
thee, and tell them that the conquered receive conditions, 
and do not dictate them. Miserable vagabonds, attenuated 
wretches, phantoms can inspire fear in none but women. 
The warriors of Asia are not to be terrified with words. 
The Christians shall soon learn that the land we tread on 
belongs to us. Nevertheless, I am desirous of showing them 
some pity, and if they will acknowledge Mahomet, I may be 
able to forget that the city, ravaged by hunger, is already in 
my power ; I may leave it in their power, and give them 
clothes, food, women — all they stand in need of ; for the 
Koran commands us to pardon those who submit to its laws. 
Tell thy companions to be quick, and profit to-day by my 
clemency ; to-morrow they shall not leave Antioch but by 
the sword. They will then see if their crucified Grod, who 
could not save himself from the cross, can save them from 
the fate which is prepared for them,” 

This speech was warmly applauded by the Saracens, whose 
fanaticism it rekindled. Peter wanted to reply, but the 
sultan of Mossoul, laying his hand upon his sabre, com- 
manded the miserable mendicants, who united insolence to 
blindness, to be driven out of his camp. The Christian 
deputies retired in haste, and several times ran great risk 
of their lives in passing through the army of the infidels. 
On his return to Antioch, Peter gave the assembled princes 
and barons an account of his mission ; and they prepared 
for. the great contest. The heralds-at-arms visited the 
various quarters of the city, and the impatient valour of the 
Crusaders was promised battle on tbe ensuing, day. 

The priests and bishops exhorted the Christians to render 
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moment the troops of Kerbogha began to give way, the 
sultan of Nieea, who bad made tbe tour of tbe mountain 
and returned along tbe banks of the Orontes, fell upon tbe 
rear of tbe Christians with such impetuosity as to threaten 
tbe destruction of tbe body of reserve under Bohemond. 
The Crusaders, who fought on foot, could not stand against 
tbe first charge of tbe Saracen cavalry. Hugh tbe Great, 
when warned of tbe danger of Bohemond, abandoned tbe 
pursuit of tbe fugitives and flew to tbe succour of tbe 
reserve. Then tbe fight was renewed with fresh fury. 
Hilidj- Arslan, who bad to avenge tbe disgrace of several 
defeats, as well as tbe loss of bis states, fought like a lion 
at tbe head of bis troops. A squadron of three thousand 
Saracen horsemen, all bristling with steel, and armed with 
clubs, carried disorder and terror into tbe ranks of tbe 
Christians. Tbe standard of tbe count de Vermandois was 
borne off aud retaken, covered with tbe blood of Crusaders 
and infidels. Godfrey and Tancred, who flew to tbe aid of 
Hugh and Bohemond, signalized their strength and courage 
by tbe death of many Mussulmans. Tbe sultan of Nicea, 
whom no reverse could subdue, stiil sustained tbe shock of 
tbe Christians. In tbe beat of tbe fight be caused lighted 
flax to be cast among tbe heath and dried grass which 
covered tbe plain. A conflagration quickly ensued, which 
encircled tbe Christians with volumes of fire and smoke. 
Their ranks were for a moment broken, and they paid, 
no attention to tbe voices of their leaders. The*sultan 
of Nieea was about to gather the fruit of his stratagem, and 
victory was on the point of escaping from tbe band of tbe 
Christians, 

At that moment, say the historians, a squadron was seen 
coming down, from the mountains. It was preceded by 
three horsemen clothed in white, and covered witb shining 
arms: “Behold 1 ,” shouted Bishop Adhemar, “behold tbe 
celestial succour that was promised you. Heaven declares 
lor the Christians ; the holy martyrs, George, Demetrius, 
and Theodore, are come to fight for us.” Immediately all 
eyes were turned towards the celestial legion. A new 
ardour took possession of the hearts of the Crusaders, who 
were persuaded that God himself was come to their succour ; 
the war-cry Dim Ic veut.'xas shouted witb as much vigour 
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spoils of the conquered. The booty was immense, and 
every soldier found himself richer than when he left 

Europe. - . 

The Saracen army was composed of newly-raised troops, 
from nations generally at feud one with another ; and of tho 
twenty-eight emirs who accompanied Kerbogha, scarcely 
any two were disposed to act in concert, or acknowledge 
the authority of one leader. On the contrary, strange to 
say, tho most perfect union prevailed on that day among 
the Christians. 

When the danger was past, the holy lance, which had 
given so much confidence to the Crusaders during the battle, 
lost all its miraculous influence, and no longer enjoyed their 
veneration. As it remained in the hands of the count of 
Toulouse and the Provenfals, to whom it at first attracted 
a great number of offerings, the other nations were unwilling 
to leave them the advantage of a miracle which augmented 
their consideration and wealth. Some time after, -when the 
Christians had undergone new disasters, the subject of the 
holy lance was brought before the army by either sceptics 
or rivals, and Barthelemi was urged on by friends and foes, 
as well as by his own vanity, to undergo the ordeal of fire to 
prove his truth and the authenticity of the miracle. This 
resolution satisfied the army, and all the pilgrims were con- 
voked to be witnesses of the judgment of Heaven. On the 
day fixed, which happened to be Gtood-Eriday, a funeral 
pile was constructed of olive-branches in the centre of a vast 
plain. Most of the Crusaders were assembled, and every- 
thing was prepared for the redoubtable trial. The flame 
had already risen to the height of twenty cubits, when 
Barthelemi appeared, accompanied by the priests, who 
advanced in silence, barefoot, and clothed in their sacerdotal 
habits. Covered with a simple tunic only, the priest of 
Marseilles carried the holy lance, surrounded with floating 
streamers. When he had ai’rived within a few paces of the 
pile, one of the principal clergy, in a loud voice, pronounced 
these words : “ If this man has seen Jesus Christ face to 
face, and if the Apostle Andrew has revealed to him the 
holy lance, may he pass safe and sound through the flames ; 
if, on the contrary, he is guilty of falsehood, may he he 
burnt, together with the lance which he beai’s in his hands.” 

2x2 
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NAPLES. 

N 

Mobtallt chagrined at not being able to charm Ulysses 
to bis destruction, the siren Parthenope drowned herself 
from pure spite ; she was buried on the spot where Naples 
now stands, and gave her name to that city, one of the most 
beautifully situated in the world. Naples has undergone a 
great many sieges, — so many, that of some we shall bo nblo 
to give but a very short notice. 

FIRST SIEGE, A.D. 536. 

Belisarius besieged Naples, That city, admirably situated, 
was defended by good ramparts and a numerous garrison. 
Its inhabitants had resolved to perish rather than surrender, 
and for twenty days all the assaults of the Homan general 
were in vain. He was about to abandon the enterprise, 
when a happy chance offered him the success lie bad ceased 
to hope for. An Isaurian soldier was curious to sec the 
structure of an aqueduct which Belisarius bad caused to bo 
cut off at a considerable distance from the city, and there 
found a rock pierced with a channel large enough to 
allow water to How through it, but not sufficiently wide 
to enable a man to pass. He thought that by enlarging this 
channel it would be possible to gain entrance into the city, 
and hastened to inform his general of the discovery. Beli- 
sarius secretly charged some Isaurians with the task, which 
they performed in a few hours, making a passage lor an 
armed man. Belisarius, with his usual humanity, anxious 
to save life, had an interview with one of the principal 
citizens, and in vain endeavoured to persuade him to escape 
the cruelty of the soldiery by a surrender. Seduced to 
employ force, the Boman general selected that evening a 
body of four hundred men, completely armed, and as soon 
as it was dark led them, each being provided with a lantern, 
towards the aqueduct. They were preceded by two trumpets, 
which were to be sounded as soon as they were in the place. 
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taken prisoner in a convoy, to be led close to the walls, 
loaded with chains and a cord about his neck, and compelled 
him to cry aloud to the besieged, that the emperor was not 
in a condition to send them any’succours. This speech, but 
still more the famine which raged in the city, induced the 
Neapolitans to surrender. 


THIRD SIEGE, A.D. 818. 

Sicon, prince of Beneventum, declared war against the 
Neapolitans, and after a long siege, reduced them to the 
rank of tributaries. 

FOURTH SIEGE, A.D. 125S. 

Naples had yielded itself up to the Pope, upon which, 
the emperor Conrad laid siege to it, and shortly brought it 
back to a sense of its duty. 


FIFTH SIEGE, A.D. 1381. 

Pope Urban VI. having excommunicated Joan, the first 
queen of Naples, intrusted the execution of the sentence to 
Charles de D uras, whom that queen, a few years before, had 
declared her legitimate heir. This prince appeared at the 
gates of Naples, in which city he had many partisans, A 
great number of the inhabitants came over the walls to bring 
refreshments to his troops, by whom he learnt that the city 
was divided into three factions, the most powerful of which 
demanded him for king. Two Neopolitan knights serving 
in Charles’s army, took a novel means of obtaining entrance 
to a besieged city. It had always been deemed that the sea 
formed a sufficient defence at what was called the Gate Con- 
ciara, and it was neither closed nor guarded. The knights, 
under the guidance of some deserters, swam close under the 
ramparts and entered the open gate without obstruction. They 
then advanced into the market-place, crying aloud, “ Long 
live Charles Duras and Pope Urban ! ” [Followed by the 
populace, they opened the market gate and admitted Charles 
and ms army. The next day he laid siege to the castle, in 
which the queen had taken refuge. Joan, reduced to the 
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walls. Bene had reinforced the guard and placed the gate 
of St. Sophia in safety; but three hundred Genoese charged 
with the defence of that of St. Jnnunrius, abandoned their 
post the moment they heard the enemy was in the city. 
A gentleman named Marino Spezzicaso, a partisan of the 
"house of Arragon, threw down several cords from the walls, 
by means of which, Pierre de Cardonna, general of the army 
of Alphonso, climbed up the walls, and was soon followed by 
a great number of his bravest men. "Whilst he was traversing 
the streets, shouting the war-cry of Arragon, he met an officer 
named Brancazzo, going on horseback to join King Bene. Ho 
stopped him, made him prisoner, took from him his horse, and 
mounting it, led on a party of Arragonese to attack Bene. 
That prince, on beholding him, believed that the enemy 
really had possession of the city, and, listening to nothing 
but the dictates of his courage, lie attacked the advancing 
troop and put them to flight. But they soon rallied and 
returned to the charge. Bene, obliged to give way to num- 
bers, opened with his sword a passage for himself to the 
Hew Castle. So the king of Arragon made himself master 
of Naples by means of an aqueduct, as Belisarins had done 
when he took it from the Goths, ten centuries before. Bene, 
being without hope or resources, embarked for Provence, 
whilst Alphonso entered Naples in triumph, in imitation oi 
the ancient Bomans — in a chariot drawn by four white 
horses. All paid homage to his good fortune and his valour 
and the kingdom of Naples was reunited to that of Sicily 
from which it had been separated a hundred and sixty 
years. 

SEVENTH SIEGE, A.D. 1503. 

Perdinaud, king of Castille and Arragon, having, in con 
tempt of treaties of the most solemn kind, invaded the par 
of the kingdom of Naples and Sicily that belonged to Prance 
charged his great captain Gonsalvo with the siege of tin 
capital of that state. At the approach of the Spaniards, tin 
Prench, who placed no confidence in the inhabitants, re 
treated to the fortresses of the Chateau-neuf and the CEui 
Gonsalvo attacked the first of these, and it made a vigorou 
resistance. The garrison had resolved to bury tbemselve 
under the ruins of the. place rather than surrender; an' 
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NAPLES. 

ovrer to bring the Spaniards to a general action : he offered 
hem so many favourable opportunities, that their officers 
ould not pardon their leader, the duke of Alva, for neglect- 
ng them. The duke called a council of war, in which he 
said, in an animated yet haughty tone,-- I have always 
waved G-od, gentlemen, to inspire my soldiers. with a deter* 
nined firmness and a fiery courage, so that, without fearing 
jr reasoning, they would rush headlong to meet death, and 
expose themselves to any dangers when commanded to do 
so. But I ask other qualities of officers : much prudence 
and great phlegm, to moderate the impetuosity of the sol- 
diers-— that is the way by which they attain the rank of 
great captains. I will not conceal from you that I have, been 
displeased with your ardour, because I have thought it im- 
moderate aud opposed to reason. To point out to you the 
occasions on which a great, general should give battle, I will 
tell you it is when his object is to succour a strong place 
reduced to extremity, which may form the security of a pro- 
vince; when he knows that the enemy must receive succours 
which will render them his superior, dr .even his equal; when, 
at the beginning of a war, it is desirable to give reputation 
to his arms, to strengthen the fidelity of wavering subjects, 
retain allies, aud prevent covert enemies from declaring 
themselves ; when fortune not discontinuing to favour us, 
our enemies are in such consternation that they dare not 
stand before us ; and lastly, when, pressed by famine and 
disease, and hemmed in on all sides, we must either conquer 
or die. 

“ A great captain will never hazard a considerable action 
if he is not sure of drawing great advantages from it, or 
unless he is forced into it : tell us what the dangers are 
which surrouud us, or what fruit our country can derive 
irom the loss of our lives or of our blood ? Suppose we are 
victorious over the duke of G-uise, and the French are cut 
to pieces, what shall we he the better for it ? Is it that the 

1 tm ( i ie c l° ln i nions B°P e will be united to those 

ot IluhpF Is it that the baggage of the French will 
enrich us r If on the contrary, the always uncertain fate 

° a !]" S r 0ukl P rove f° he against us, what misfortunes 
would not our rashness bring upon us? Do not, theu, let 
us trouble ourselves about conquering G-uise ; he is flying 
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E 1) E S S A. 

A.D. 503. 

The inhabitants of Edessa have, or rather had, a legend 
that Christ promised their king Abgarus that their city 
should never be taken. This gave them such confidence, 
that they on all occasions braved the most formidable 
enemies. In 503 of the Christian era, Cavndez, king of 
Persia, approached Edessa at the head of an army. The 
confidence of the inhabitants was so little shaken by the 
appearance of this formidable host, that they left their 
gates wide open during a whole day, and, such is the 
influence of superstition, the Persians did not make the 
least attempt to violate the prohibition. It is related that, 
on this occasion, children even went to the camp of the 
Persians, and insulted them with impunity. Cnvadex 
proposed an accommodation; hut without effect. This 
prince was preparing his batteries, when the inhabitants 
made so furions an assault upon him, that, without losing a 
single man, they repulsed his army with great slaughter. 
A_shamed of his defeat, the great king regained his domi- 
nions at < uickest speed. 

SECOND SIEGE, A.D. 544. 

Chqsroes, son of the above king, presented himself before 
Edessa, but without any better success. Upon tbe point of 
abandoning bis enterprise, he made it known, by a herald, 
that he meant to sell all the prisoners he had taken at 
Antioch. The whole city of Edessa, animated hv the zealous 
and active charity which religion inspires, was in a state of 
eager impatience to redeem these unhappy victims of wav. 
Every one .wished to contribute in proportion to, or even 
beyond their fortune, to this pious purpose. Each person 
earned Ins offering to the great church, which was speedily 
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the point of the terrace, by digging a chamber under it, and 
filling it with the most combustible wood, steeped in oil of 
cedar, sulphur, and bitumen ; fire was easily set to this, 
and the following night, columns of Gre were seen bursting 
from different parts of the platform. At the same time, 
the Romans, the better to deceive the enemy, threw upon it 
a number of fire-pots and ignited torches. The Persians, 
not suspecting there was any other cause for the five, camo 
in crowds from their camp to extinguish it, and were 
received with showers of missiles from the walls. Chosroes 
himself came to the scene of action, and was the first to 
discover that the conflagration was in the entrails of his 
platform. He ordered the whole army to throw earth upon 
•the top, to stifle the flames, and water to extinguish them ; 
but all in vain : when vent was stopped at one place, a 
hundred more passages were opened in others, the water 
thrown upon the sulphur and bitumen augmenting the 
violence of the burning. In the midst of the confusion, 
the garrison made a happy and vigorous sortie, producing 
great slaughter among the Persians. At length the flames 
burst from all parts, aud the work was abaudoned. 

Six days after, Chosroes ordered the walls to be scaled, 
early in the morning ; hut, after a severe contest, the Persians 
were repulsed, and obliged to abandon their ladders, which 
were drawn up over the walls by the besieged, amidst tri- 
umphant laughter. Ou the same day at_noon, the Persians 
attacked one of the gates ; but the garrison, the peasants 
who had retired to the city, with the inhabitants, made a 
sortie from the gate attacked, and again repulsed their 
enemies, ^ At length, the king of Persia, enraged at this 
noble resistance, resolved upon a general assault. The 
citizens crowded to defend their walls ; every human being 
in Edessa became a soldier ; women, children, and old men, 
were all eager to share the labours of the combatants, or to 
furnish them with arms and refreshments. The Persians 
gave way ; Chosroes forced them back to the walls with 
threats and blows ; but, notwithstanding his efforts, they 
yielded to the brave efforts of the besieged. Roaming with 
vexation and rage, Chosroes' regained his camp, and soon after 
returned to his own states. During this furious attack, an 
immense elephant, bearing upon his back a lofty tower, 
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fco be bis rival, lie should at once treat him as an enemy ; 
and thus banished the disappointed Armenian from the. 
theatre of his victories. Baldwin stood in need of neither 
guide nor help in a country whose inhabitants all came out 
to hail and meet him. His fame preceded his march ; and 
his exploits were canvassed in Edessa long before he drew 
near to its walls. 

This city, the metropolis of Mesopotamia, and so cele- 
brated in the history of the primitive church, having escaped 
the invasions of the Turks and Persians, became the place 
of refuge for all the neighbouring Christians, who brought 
their wealth thither for security. A Greek prince, of the 
name of Theodore, sent by the emperor of Constantinople, 
was governor at the time, and maintained his position by 
paying tribute to the Saracens. The approach and the 
victories of the Crusaders produced a great sensation in 
Edessa. The people united with the governor in calling 
Baldwin to their aid. The bishop and twelve of the principal 
inhabitants were deputed to meet the European adventurer- 
They spoke to . him of the wealth of Mesopotamia, of the 
devotion of their fellow-citizens to the cause of Christ, and 
conjured him to save a Christian city from the domination 
of the infidels. Baldwin easily yielded to their entreaties, 
and set forward on his march to cross the Euphrates. 

He had the good fortune to escape the Turks, who laid 
wait for him, and without drawing a sword, arrived safely in 
the territories of Edessa. Having left garrisons in the places 
which had surrendered to him, when he came near to this 
great object of his ambition, he had really with him no more 
than a body of a hundred horsemen. As he approached the 
city, the whole population came out to meet him, bearing 
olive-branches, and singing triumphant hymns. It was a 
singular spectacle to behold such a small number of warriors 
surrounded by an immense multitude, imploring their sup- 
port, and .proclaiming them their liberators. They were 
icceived with so much enthusiasm, that the prince ox 
governor took umbrage at it, and began to see in them 
enemies much more dangerous than the Saracens. To attach 
their leader to himself, and to engage him to suppor n 
authority, he offered him vast wealth. But the am xx 
Baldwin, whether he expected to obtain more ro 
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CONSTANTINOPLE. 

attacked in front with vigour by Belisarius and his chosen 
band, took to flight without striking a blow. This horde of 
barbarians hastily departed, to carry the evils of plunder, 
fire, and death elsewhere. 


SECOND SIEGE, A.D. 670. 

"Whilst Heraclius was absent, combating the Persians, the 
khan of the Abares appeared before Constantinople. For 
once the inhabitants of that magnificent city evinced bravery, 
and rendered the efforts of the khan useless. He regained 
his deserts, after having witnessed the destruction of the 
greater part of his troops. 


THIRD SIEGE, A.D. 672. 

Tezid, son of the caliph Moavias, proved no less unfor- 
tunate' in his expedition against Constantinople. His naval 
force was entirely destroyed, and that loss compelled him to 
raise the siege. Among the Mussulmans who signalized 
their courage in this expedition, was the captain Aboux 
Aioub, one of the companions of Mahomet in the battles of 
Bedra and Ohod. He was buried at the foot of the walls of 
the city. His tomb is the place at which the Ottoman 
emperors are girded with the sword. 

FOURTH SIEGE, A.D. 1203. 

The great siege of Constantinople by the Latin Crusaders 
is one of the most tempting subjects to dilate upon that 
history affords. After casting a retrospective glance at this 
city, or rather this empire, for, as Paris is said to be France, 
so was Constantinople the empire of the East ; and contem- 
plating its gloi'ie3 and disasters, from its foundation upon 
Byzantium, by Constantine, to its capture by Mahomet H-> 
of all the events connected with it, its siege and plunder by 
a handful of Christian knights is one of the roost extra- 
ordinary and interesting. But to relate all the partieuwj* 
of this siege would require a volume, and we, alas ! can . 
afford a few pages to it. In this predicament we ^ 

Michaud, who tells the tale admirably, to the 1 l 
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that which had begun so grandly came to a most “ lame and 
impotent conclusion.” It proved one of the shortest-lived 
great revolutions in the annals of mankind. _ 

“ In relating the invasion of a great empire, it may seem 
strange that I have not described the obstacles which should 
have checked the progress of the strangers. The Greeks, 
in truth, were an unwarlike people; but they were rich, 
industrious, and subject to the will of a single man, — had 
that man been capable of fear when his enemies were at a 
distance, or of courage when they approached his person. 
The first rumours of his nephew’s alliance with the French 
and Venetians were despised by the usurper ; his flatterers 
persuaded him that in this contempt he was bold and sincere, 
and each evening, on the close of the banquet, he thrice 
discomfited the barbarians of the "West. These barbarians 
had. been justly terrified by the report of bis naval power; 
and the sixteen hundred fishing-boats of Constantinople 
could have manned a fleet to sink them in the .Adriatic, or 
stop their entrance in the month of the Hellespont. But all 
force may be annihilated by the negligence of a prince or 
the venality of his ministers. The great duke, or admiral, 
made a scandalous, almost a public, auction of the sails, the 
masts, and the rigging ; the royal forests were reserved for 
the more important purposes of the chase ; and the trees, 
says Nicetas, were guarded by the eunuchs, like the groves 
of religious worship. From his dream of pride Alexius was 
awakened by the siege of Zara, and the rapid advances of 
the Latins ; as soon as he saw the danger was real, he 
thought it inevitable, and his vain presumption was lost in 
abject despondency and despair. He suffered these con- 
temptible barbarians to pitch their tents within sight of his 
palace, and his apprehensions were thinly disguised by tbe 
pomp and menace of a suppliant embassy. The sovereign 
of tho Homans was astonished (his ambassadors were in- 
structed to say) at the hostile appearance of the strangers. 
If these pilgrims were sincere in their views for tbe deliver- 
ance of Jerusalem, his voice must applaud and his treasures 
should assist their pious design ; but should the}" dare to 
invade the sanctuary of empire, their numbers, were they 
ten times more considerable, should not protect them 
his just resentment. The answer of the doge and a 
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armour leaped into the sea when it rose as high as their 
girdle; the serjeants and archers were animated by their 
valour ; -and the squires, letting down the drawbridges of 
the palanclers, led the horses to the shore. Before the 
squadrons could mount and form and couch their lances, the 
seventy thousand Greeks had vanished from their sight ; the 
timid Affixius gave the example to his troops ; and it was 
only by the plunder of the rich pavilions that the Latins 
were informed they fought against an emperor. In the first 
cousternation of the flying enemy, they resolved by a double 
attack to open the entrance of the harbour. The tower of 
G-alata, in the suburb of Pera, was attacked and stormed by 
the Prench, while the Venetians assumed the more difficult 
task of forcing the boom, or chain, that was stretched from 
that tower to the Byzantine shore. After some fruitless 
attempts, their intrepid perseverance prevailed; twenty ships 
of war, the relics of the Grecian navy, were either sunk or 
taken; the enormous and massy links of iron were cut 
asunder by the shears or broken by the weight of the galleys; 
and the Venetian fleet, safe and triumphant, rode at anchor 
in the port of Constantinople. By these daring achieve- 
ments, a remnant of twenty thousand Latins preluded the 
astounding attempt of besieging a capital containing above 
four hundred thousand inhabitants, able, though not willing, 
to bear arms in defence of their country. Such an account 
would, indeed, suppose a population of near two millions ; 
but whatever abatement may be required in the numbers of 
the Greeks, the belief of these numbers will equally exalt- 
the fearless spirit of their assailants. 

“In the choice of attack, the Prench and Venetians were 
divided by their habits of life and warfare. The latter 
affirmed with truth, that Constantinople was most accessible 
on the side of the sea and the harbour ; the, former might 
assert with honour, that they had long enough trusted their 
lives and fortunes to a frail bark and a precarious element, 
and loudly demanded a trial of knighthood, a firm ground, 
and a close onset, either on foot or horseback. After a pru- 
dent compromise of employing the two nations by sea and 
land in the service best suited to their character, the fleet 
covering the armv, they both proceeded from the entrance o 
die extremity of the harbour. The .stone bridge of the nver 
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against the perfidious nation winch had crowned his assassin. 
Yet the prudent doge was still inclined to negotiate ; ho 
demanded as a debt, a subsidy, or a fine, fifty thousand pounds 
of gold, — about two millions sterling ; nor would the confer- 
ence hare been abruptly broken, if the zeal or policy of 
Mourzoufle had not refused to sacrifice the Greek church 
to the safety of the state. Amidst the invectives of his 
foreign and domestic enemies, we may discover that he was 
not unworthy of the character which lie had assumed, of the 
public champion. The second siege of Constantinople was 
tar more laborious than the first ; the treasury was reple- 
nished, and discipline was restored by a severe inquisition 
into the abuses of the former reign ; and Mourzoufle, an 
iron mace in bis band, visiting tbe posts, and affecting tbe 
port and aspect of a warrior, was an object of terror to his 
soldiers, at least, and to his kinsmen. Before and after the 
death of Alexius, the Greeks made two vigorous and well- 
conducted attempts to burn the navy in the harbour ; hut 
the skill and courage of the Venetians repulsed tbe fire- 
ships ; and tbe vagrant flames wasted themselves without 
injury in the sea. In a nocturnal sally, tbe Greek emperor 
was vanquished bj- Henry, brother of the count of Flanders ; 
tbe advantages of number and surprise aggravated tbe shame 
of bis defeat ; bis buckler was found on the field of battle ; 
and tbe imperial standard, a divine imago of tbe Virgin, 
was presented as a trophy and a relic to tbe Cistercian 
monks, tbe disciples of St. Bernard. Hear three months, 
without excepting tbe holy season of Lent, were consumed 
in skirmishes and preparations, before tbe Latins were ready 
or resolved for a general attack. Tbe laud fortifications bad 
been found impregnable; and tbe Venetian pilots represented 
that on the shore of the Propontis the anchorage was unsafe, 
and the ships must be driven by tbe current far away to tho 
straits of the Hellespont ; a prospect not unpleasing to the 
reluctant pilgrims, who sought every opportunity of breaking 
tbe army. Prom tho harbour, therefore, tbe assault was 
determined by tbe assailants, and expected by tbe besieged; 
and the emperor had placed his scarlet pavilions on a neigh- 
bouring height, to direct and animate the efforts of his 
troops. A fearless spectator, whose mind could entertain 
the idea of pomp and pleasure, might have admired the long 
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leaders : the streets and gates opened for their passage ; and 

either design or accident kindled a third’ conflagration, which 

consumed in a few hours the measure of three of the largest 
cities of Trance. In the close of the evening, the barons 
' checked their troops and fortified their stations ; they were 
awed by the extent and populousness of the capital, which 
might yet require the labour of a month, if the churches and 
palaces were conscious of their internal strength. But in 
the mor nin g, a suppliant procession, with crosses and images, 
announced the submission of the Greeks, and deprecated 
the wrath of the conquerors ; the usurper escaped through 
the Golden gate : the palaces of Blachernse and Boucoleon 
were occupied by the count of Plunders and the marquis of 
Montferrat ; and the empire, which still bore the name of 
Constantine, and the title of Roman, was subverted by the 


arms of the Latin pilgrims. 

We have not space, nor perhaps is it our province, to 
detail the awful results to Constantinople of this success of 
the barbarians, for such, notwithstanding our prejudices in 
favour of the western warriors, were the daring band who 
had, like pirates, made themselves masters of this magnificent 
city. No fact in history is better proved than the state of 
ignorant vandalism of the pilgrims, as the great historian so 
falsely or ironically calls them. By whatever means they 
had been gathered together, for whatever purposes they 
might be intended, or whatever vile passions they gratified, 
Constantinople, when taken by the Tranks and the Vene- 
tians, was the niost glorious emporium of objects of high art 
and fine taste the world had ever seen. With the conquerors 
nothing was valuable but money, and to obtain this all was 
sacrificed : precious works of art were melted for the sake of 
the metals they were made of ; others were mutilated to 
facilitate division, and numberless others were destroyed in 
hopes of finding treasures concealed within them. No build- 
ing was held sacred that would pay for the demolition ; no 
object remained in the place with which it was naturally 
associated, if it was of the smallest value elsewhere. We 
read with horror of the destruction of great cities and holy 
places by the followers of Mahomet: no Mussulmans ever 
exceeded m barbarous ignorance or cruel cupidity the band' 
oi adventurers who plundered the treasures of ages in the- 

2 C 2 
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enchain them. Frivolous acquirements, agreeable arts, pre- 
ferred by indolence and effeminacy to the exercise of essen- 
tial duties or useful labours, had annihilated love of country, 
and dried up the springs of life of this unfortunate empire. 
They wrote and they disputed : questions of philosophy and 
theological quarrels were the solo concerns of the lazy 
citizens, who had never stood in such pressing need of pro- 
viding for their own safety. Instead of being the heart of 
an empire, the walls of Constantinople had become frontiers ; 
it had no dominions beyond them. The enemy appeared at 
their gates : during the eight hundred years that Mahomet- 
anism had progressed, the city had often been threatened, 
and in vain ; hut the harvest was now ripe, the time was 
Gome, and the sickle, in the hands of Mahomet II., was 
employed in earnest workmanlike fashion. He began by 
constructing the castle of the Dardanelles on the Bosphorus. 
Constantine Palmologus, who then reigned, in vain was 
anxious to prevent this : his own subjects thwarted his correct 
views; their presumption equalled their blindness; they 
boasted that they could destroy that fortress the moment it 
was any annoyance to them. Constantine is an exemplifica- 
tion of the proverb, that it is not the last step of a journey 
that creates the fatigue, nor the last ruler of an empire that 
brings about its rum : few of the predecessors of the emperor 
had better qualities than he displayed in circumstances of 
great emergency ; and had they all been like him, those cir- 
cumstances would never have occurred. The subversion of 
the empire was not due to the doctrines of Mahomet or the 
valour of their followers — it was an internal decay, produced 
by the vices and weaknesses of ages. 

Five or six thousand men, taken from the very dregs of 
the people, composed the national force, which was aug- 
mented by a few European troops, under Justinian, a 
Genoese. These were the only resource of a city inhabited 
by men incapable of defending themselves, and who trusted 
entirely to a few mercenary strangers, who still deigned to 
protect them. All the Greeks individually boasted of their 
•country and its fame ; and yet not one of them would hare 
sacrificed to its welfare his pleasures, his luxuries,. his com- 
forts, or Ins opinions. Threatened by the most frightful of 
misfortunes, they awaited the fatal blow with an insensible 
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enchain them. Frivolous acquirements, agreeable arts, pre- 
ferred by indolence and effeminacy to the exercise of essen- 
tial duties or useful labours, had annihilated love of country, 
and dried up the springs of life of this unfortunate empire. 
They wrote and they disputed : questions of philosophy and 
theological quarrels were the sole concerns of the lazy 
citizens, who had never stood in such pressing need of pro- 
viding for their own safety. Instead of being the heart of 
an empire, the walls of Constantinople had become frontiers ; 
it had no dominions beyond them. The enemy appeared at 
their gates : during the eight hundred years that Mahomet- 
anism had progressed, the city had often been threatened, 
and in vain ; hut the harvest was now ripe, the time was 
Gome, and the sickle, in the hands of Mahomet II., was 
employed in earnest workmanlike fashion. He began by 
constructing the castle of the Dardanelles on the Bosphorus. 
Constantine Palseologus, who then reigned, in vain was 
anxious to prevent this : his own subjects thwarted his correct 
views; their presumption equalled their blindness; they 
boasted that they could destroy that fortress the moment it 
was any annoyance to them. Constantine is an exemplifica- 
tion of the proverb, that it is not the last step of a journey 
that creates the fatigue, nor the last ruler of an empire that 
brings about its ruin : few of the predecessors of the emperor 
had better qualities than he displayed in circumstances of 
great emergency ; and had they all been like him, those cir- 
cumstances would never have occurred. The subversion of 
the empire was not due to the doctrines of Mahomet or the 
valour of their followers — it was an internal decay, produced 
by the vices and weaknesses of ages. 

Five or six thousand men, taken from the very dregs of 
the people, composed the national force, which was aug- 
mented by a few European troops, under Justinian, a 
Genoese. These were the only resource of a city inhabited 
by men incapable of defending themselves, and who trusted 
entirely to a few mercenary strangers, who still deigned to 
protect them. All the Greeks individually boasted of their 
country and its fame ; and yet not one of them would have 
sacrificed to its welfare his pleasures, his luxuries, his com- 
forts, or Ms opinions. Threatened by the most frightful of 
misfortunes, they awaited the fatal blow with an insensible 
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rations, marched towards Constantinople at the head of an 
army of four hundred thousand men. This fearful multi- 
tude -was composed, for the most part, of newly-conquered 
nations, which he dragged after him. Out oi . all these ho 
had not more than thirty thousand horse and sixlv thousand 
foot of disciplined troops. The rest were nothing but a 
collection of slaves, torn by force from the places of their 
birth, without arms and almost naked, who were obliged to 
be driven to the combat by strokes of the whip or the 
scimitar. In all battles they were placed in front, in order 
to fatigue the enemy with the shedding of blood : the regular 
reserved troops were then to take advantage of their exhaus- 
tion; in sieges they served as fascines, to fill up ditches. 
Such was the manner of fighting with the Turks, so that 
when they came in contact with the Christians, it was gene- 
rally remarked they had the disadvantage at the commence- 
ment of a battle, but won it at last. 

"Whilst Mahomet was investing Constantinople by land, 
bis fleet, consisting of two hundred and fifty sail, advanced 
to the Dardanelles. This prodigious number of vessels 
could not, however, prevent four ships from the isle of Ohio, 
after having fought for a whole day against iho united 
streugth of the Ottoman, and killed a thousand of their 
men, from entering the port of Constantinople, and there 
landing a few troops and some provisions. Enormous iron 
chains barred the entrance of the Turkish ships. It is 
affirmed that Mahomet, to surmount this obstacle, bad 
recourse to an expedient till that time unheard of, and 
which has never been repeated since : bo transported by 
land eighty galleys in the course of one night, and at day- 
break launched them into the interior of the basin of the 
port, before, the eyes of the besieged, terrified and asto- 
nished at this extraordinary spectacle. The manner in which 
this transportation was effected, which savours of the mar- 
vellous, proves to what an extent the conqueror carried his 
despotism, and could overcome difficulty by bis mere will. 
The vessels were drawn, by means of machines and human 
arms, along planks thoroughly greased, which covered a 
space of road two leagues in length. The sultan had at his 
command the most skilful engineers of Europe and Asia. 
The progress of these vessels offered a most curious exhi- 
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thirty waggons were linked together, and it was drawn by a 
team of sixty horses : two hundred men walked by the sides 
of it, to poise it and keep it steady ; two hundred and fifty 
,/aen went before, to level the way and repair the bridges ; 
and it req uir ed two months to draw it a distance of one 
hundred and fifty miles. 

The Turks, masters of the port, established batteries on 
the side next the sea, whilst the army pressed the city on the 
land side. They employed trenches, mines, and counter- 
mines. The besieged, who defended themselves with some 
.spirit at first, repaired the breaches with incredible diligence. 
They even made some successful sorties. The hopes of 
being succoured by Huniades supported them for some 
time. Mahomet began to relax in his efforts ; it is even 
■said that he had thoughts of raising the siege. At length, 
however, he resolved to make one more attempt. Before 
he proceeded to the general assault, he proposed to Con- 
stantine to leave him the Peloponnesus, upon condition of 
his giving up the imperial city. He was anxious, he said, 
to prevent the destruction of Constantinople. The emperor 
replied he would rather be buried beneath the ruins of his 
•capital. Both Christians and Mahometans prepared them- 
selves, by fast and prayer, for the action of that morrow 
which was to decide the fate of the two empires. It was 
the 29th of May. On the evening before, Mahomet gave 
notice that he should abandon the plunder of the city to his 
soldiers, only strictly commanding that they should not set 
fire to any of the edifices. 

The besieged from their walls contemplated with terror 
the numbers of the enemy about to assail them. The dis- 
proportion was so great, that every Christian calculated he 
should have to combat fifty or sixty Turks. The sultan 
commenced the attack about three o’clock in the morning, 
by sending to the assault thirty thousand of his worst troops, 
m order to fatigue the besieged, and that the heaped-up 
oodles of this multitude might fill the ditches, and render 
access to the parapets the more easy. The stick and the 
•scimitar were necessary to compel this forlorn hope to 
march : they all perished. At sunrise Mahomet ordered 
the trumpets to sound a fresh signal ; the artillery thun- 
dered from all quarters, and quickly drove away all who had 
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was seeking. 'With him foil the empire of the End, which 
had existed eleven hundred and forty-three year.*. One 
Constantine had founded it ; another oi'the same name, not 
less brave but less fortunate, saw it m rbk Mrthomet caused 
his body to be sought for, and rendered it all the honour;; 
due to the sovereign of n great empire. More than forty 
thousand men were killed in this day's comb'd, ami more 
than sixty thousand loaded with chains. Neither nr.o nor 
sex. nor object ever so holy, was respected during three 
day? in this unfortunate city : palaces, cloisters, sacred edi- 
fices, and private houses, were stained with the blood of their 
wretched inhabitants, and disgraced by all the crimes that 
barbarism, cruelty, and lust could devise. At the cud oi 
three days, order and discipline succeeded fo carnage. 
Mahomet restored liberty to many of his captives, font 
them back to their houses, promised them hi** protection, 
and engaged them to continue to cultivate the arts and 
commerce in n city he had chosen as the capital of Ida 
empire. This great event happened in the year 70b of the 
Hegira, and in the year of Christ 11 Ml; in the reign of 
Charles YJI. of France, and of Henry VI. of England. 

A.D. ISO”. 

The course of the Mahometan conquests, and the spread 
of their religion, constitute one of the great event? of the 
history of our globe. In about eight hundred year? the 
disciples of the humble prophet had subdued or extended 
their influence over great part of Asia and the north of 
Africa, and had now not only gained n footing in Europe, but 
had taken its greatest capital. But. here their great tide 
of success seems to have stopped ; it was their culminating 
point. They have made partial conquests since ; but, al- 
together, not so much ns was achieved by Mahomet IT* 

WEI NS BERG. 

A.D. 1138. 

Oue only motive for noticing this unimportant siege is n 
desire of relieving the attention of the reader, too long 
nxed to perils of “the imminent deadly breach,” by an 
amusing anecdote. 

In the year 1138, the duke of Wiltcmberg warmly 
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DAMASCUS. oJi 

itli their vessels, and blockaded tbe city, whilst Alphonso 
esieged it by land with an army much more brave than 
umerous. During five months, several assaults were 
iven and sanguinary battles were fought. Willing to 
lake one last and great attempt, Alphonso drew up 
is soldiers in order of battle before the place, and, 
aaking his dispositions for a general attack, said to them': 

1 Warriors, I am about to lead yon to glory ; dare to 
:onquer, and you will triumph. Advance boldly through 
tones, arrows, and fire; brave death, and nothing can 
:esist your courage. Hasten, my friends, hasten to enrich 
/■ourselves with the spoils of the Arabs. You, warriors of 
>ke Gross, whom Heaven has sent, God will bless your 
irms ; noble pay and rich possessions will be the reward of 
your valour.” He had scarcely finished speaking, when all 
the soldiers rushed to the walls; scrambling over one 
another up and over the ruins. Alphonso nobly supported 
the title of their leader ; the besieged vainly opposed force 
to force, the Christians drove them in, in all quarters, and 
broke down the gate called Alfama. In a moment they 
were spread through the city; they massacred all found 
with arms in their hands, pillaged the wealth of the infidels, 
and planted the prince’s standard upon all the towers. 
The capture of Lisbon soon rendered Alphonso king of all 
Portugal. 


DAMASCUS. 

A.D. 634. 


The Saracens attacked Damascus, with the hopes of a 
speedy capture, but the inhabitants made a brave resistance 
The ga rnson was with difficulty restrained within the wX. 

to the ZTo ^ e +1 tr00 P,l° f the em P eror Heraclius came 
, of the eit D two brothers, commanders of 
Damascus, made a vigorous sortie, pillaged the rear-euard 
Of tie Saracens, and earned off their foment YKost 
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8T. JEAN d’ACRE. 

Trance and England, who shared by turns both honour and 
danger. The army calculated upon seeing Acre yield to the 
first general assault. When the Trench monarch attacked 
the city, Bichard mounted the trenches. ‘ On the follmying 
day the king of England conducted the assault, and Philip in 
his turn provided for the safety of the besiegers. The emu- 
lation which prevailed between the two nations and their 
kings produced extraordinary acts of valour. 

Pfcolemais, or Acre, saw indeed beneath its walls all the 
illustrious captains and warriors that Europe could then 
boast, and that in an age excelling most others in chivalric 
bravery. The tents of the Eranks covered a vast plain, and 
their army presented a noble aspect. A spectator, on 
glancing his eye along the shore at the towers of Acre and 
the camp of the Christians, in which they had built houses 
and traced streets, traversed incessantly by an immense 
crowd, might have imagined he saw two rival cities which 
were at war with each other. Each nation had its separate 
quarter, and so many languages were spoken by the Cru- 
saders, that the Mussulmans could not find interpreters 
enough to enable them to understand the prisoners. In 
' this confused multitude, each people had a different charac- 
ter, different manners, and different arms ; hut at the signal 
of battle, all were animated with the same zeal and the same 
ardour. The presence of the two monarchs had re-estab- 
lished discipline, and Acre must soon have surrendered, if 
discord, that eternal enemy of the Christians, had not entered 
their camp with Bichard. 

Conrad of Montferrat and G-uy de Lusignan both claimed 
the poor honour of being king of Jerusalem; and the 
kings of England and Erance took opposite sides ; indeed, it 
was impossible for the headstrong self-willed Eichard and 
the astute politic Philip to remain long friends in the same 
camp. Whenever Philip took the field, Eichard played 
Achilles, and sulked in his tent. The besieged had never 
more than one of the monarchs to contend with at a time ; 
and the Christian army really became less redoubtable for 
its accession of strength. Amidst their disputes, both 
monarchs fell dangerously ill ; and their hatred and suspicion 
were so great, that each accused the other with having made 
an attempt upon his life. As Saladin sent them refresh- 
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tl rolled towards the place with the rapidity of a torrent; 
they mounted the half-ruined walls as wild goats ascend the 
steepest rocks, whilst the Saracens precipitated themselves 
upon the besiegers like stones detached from the summits of 
mountains.” In one general assault a Florentine knight of 
the family of Buonaguisi, followed by a few of his men, 
fought his way into one of the towers, of the infidels, and 
got possession of the Mussulman banner that floated from 
it. Overpowered by numbers and forced to retreat, he 
returned to the camp, bearing off the flag he had so heroic- 
ally won. In the same assault, Alberic Clement, the first 
marshal of France of whom history makes mention, sealed 
the ramparts, and, sword in hand, penetrated into the city, 
where he found a glorious death. Stephen, count of Blois, 
and several knights were burnt by the Greek fire, the boiling 
oil, the melted lead, and heated sand which the besiegers 
poured down upon all who approached the walls. 

The obstinate ardour of the Mussulmans was sustained 
during several days ; but as they received no succour, many 
emirs, at length despairing of the safety of Ptolemais, threw 
themselves by night into a bark, to seek an asylum in the 
camp of Saladin, preferring to encounter the anger of the 
sultan to perishing by the swords of the Christians. This 
desertion, and the contemplation of their ruined towers, filled 
the Mussulmans with terror. "Whilst pigeons and divers 
constantly announced to Saladin the horrible distresses of 
the besieged, the latter came to the resolution of leaving the 
city by night, and braving every peril to join the Saracen, 
army. But their project being discovered by the Christians, 
they blocked up and guarded every passage by which the 
enemy could possibly escape. The emirs, the soldiers, and 
the inhabitants then became convinced that they had no 
hope but in the mercy of the Christian leaders, and promised, 
if they would grant them liberty and life, to give up sixteen 
hundred prisoners, together with the wood of the true cross. 
By the capitulation, they engaged to pay two hundred thou- 
sand byzants of gold, and the garrison, with the entire 
population, were to remain hostages for the execution of the 
treaty. 

A Mussulman soldier was sent from the city to announce 
to Saladin that the garrison had been forced to capitulate. 

2 d 2 
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accomplished Eaoul de Coucy. He tenderly loved the fair 
Gabrielle de Yergy, and was by her ns -warmly loved in 
return. Fearing to augment the torments which his mistress 
underwent from the jealousy of her husband, the Seigneur 
Dufaiel, De Coucy enrolled himself among the heroes of tho 
Cross. Mortally wounded before Acre, he called hfs faithful 
squire to his side, and charged him to convey to the lady 
Dufaiel, a letter from his own hand, together with the jewels 
he had received from her. On the point of death, he like- 
wise made him promise, under the bond of an oath, to bear 
his heart to the lady for whom alone it had ever breathed a 
sigh. Eaoul being dead, his faithful squire set out to execute 
his last wishes : he crossed the seas, and reached Vermandois, 
never, for a moment, abandoning the care of his precious but 
sad charge. Arriving in the neighbourhood of the castle of 
Dufaiel it was his ill fortune to meet with its stern master, 
the jealous tyrant of Gabrielle, by whom he was immediately 
recognised. . When closely interrogated, he described the 
death of Eaoul, and supposing with that all jealousy must bo 
at an eud, told him likewise of the subject of his mission. 
Dufaiel eagerly seized the fatal deposit ; transported with 
jealousy, he returned to the castle, and caused the heart of 
the unfortunate De Coucy to be served up to his lady in a 
dish of hashed meat. She ate of it. “ That dish,” said he, 
with a bitter smile, “ must appear very delicious to you, for 
it is the heart of your lover.” At the same time he threw 
upon the table the box, the letter, and the jewels. At the 
sight of these, the lady Dufaiel, convinced of the death of 
her lover, and of the cruelty of her husband, fainted, and 
only recovered to swear that that food should be her last. 
A prey to the deepest despair, continually bathed in tears, 
she persistently refused all aliment : in a very few days, grief 
completed the sacrifice. Devoured by remorse, it is said 
that the barbarous Dufaiel survived her but a short time. 

After the siege, Philip’s patience -was exhausted by the 
haughty assumption, and his envy excited by the heroic 
exploits of Eichard, and he returned to Prance, leaving a 
body of troops under the command of his rival. We will 
not venture into the wide field of Cceur de Lion’s miraculous 
feats on this scene of action. Two of the greatest heroes of 
history, Eichard' and Saladin, were matched against each 
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troops earnestly desired to be led to - the assault. Tliey 
fudged the breach would be similar to one in which they had 
been successful at Jaffa ; but scarcely had they rushed upon 
it, than they found themselves stopped by a fosse fifteen feet 
wide, backed by a good counterscarp. They planted their 
ladders against it ; the head of the grenadiers had already 
descended ; the breach was still eight feet from them ; some 
ladders were placed there. Adjutant Mailly mounted first, 
but was struck dead by a ball. The fire of the place was 
terrible ; a simple tunnel had been formed upon the glacis ; 
the counterscarp was not touched ; it impeded the Trench, 
and forced a party of grenadiers intended to support the 
first assailants to retreat. Adjutant- Generals Escale and 
Tangier were killed. A momentary panic seized the be- 
sieged, and they were flying towards the port ; but they as 
suddenly rallied and returned to the breach. Trom the top 
of the tower, they poured down upon the besiegers stones, 
grenades, and all sorts of inflammable matters. The Trench 
grenadiers regained their boyaux, foaming with rage. The 
taking of Jaffa had led the Trench into a deceptive contempt 
for these kinds of fortifications. They treated as a mere 
field affair a siege which required all the resources of art. 
At least so say the Trench authorities ; Sir Sidney Smith’s 
biographer, whilst doing perfect justice to the bravery and 
efforts of the Trench, says that the fortifications, though 
made the most of by Phelypeaux and Sir Sidney, were in a 
very bad condition. Emboldened by this first success, the 
Turks made several sorties, in which the loss was great on 
both sides ; that of the Trench, being, however, sensibly 
increased by -the. death of their best engineer, Detroyes. 
Djezzar made a sortie on the 7th of April; he marched in 
three columns ; at the head of each were English sailors 
and marines, and all the batteries were served by cannoniers 
of that nation. The Trench then perceived what was the 
object of the sortie ; the English wished to gain possession 
of the first posts and the advanced works. Instantly, a fire 
so well kept up was opened upon them from the places 
d'armes and. the counterscarp, that all who had advanced 
were either killed or wounded. The centre column exhibited 
moi'e firmness. It had been ordered to obtain possession of 
the entrance to the mine, The.eommanding officer, Captain 
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sceived. He hoped with this to advance this so unexpect- 
dly difficult attack. On the 24-th of April, the mine 
estined to. blow up the tower of attack was finished, and 
lie batteries began to hatter Acre : fire was set to the mine, 
ut a souterrain, which was near the tower, diminishing the 
esistance, a part of the effect was lost, and only a single sido 
f the tower was blown up, leaving it as difficult to climb as 
lefore. Buonaparte, however, ordered thirty picked men to 
ffect a lodgment. The grenadiers gained the ruins of the 
Lrst stage, but the enemy, who occupied the superior stages, 
toured upon them such showers of combustible matter as 
ompelled them to retreat. A second attack, made the next 
lay, had no better success. The Trench lost General 
lafarelli, one of their most distinguished leaders. 

The ardour of the besieged and the besiegers was equal ; 
ind the Turks prudently and gratefully availed themselves 
if the intelligence of the English engineers, to augment their 
neans of defence. They every day received provisions and 
immunition from the English ships, and, on all trying 
iccasions, were materially assisted by bands of sailors, led by 
mterprising officers. 

The inhabitants, likewise, were willing and useful acces- 
sories in carrying on the works. The Trench, on the con- 
trary, were obliged to husband the lives of their men, whose 
numbers were daily lessened by the plague, that cruel scourge 
of the East, and the burning sun of the climate. 

Almost all the front pieces of attack of the besieged were 
dismounted ; to defend himself, Djezzar built a place of arms 
in front of his right, and a second was established on his 
left, opposite to his palace. By favour of their fire and of 
the musketry, these works flanked the breach and the tower 
advantageously. Tour pieces of eighteen were placed en 
latterie. On the 2nd of April, their fire was directed against 
the breach, to extend the demolition of it. That evening,, 
twenty grenadiers were commanded to gain a lodgment 
there ; but the enemy, profiting by the boyau established in 
the fosse, fusilladed the breach crosswise. "Want of powder 
by the 5th of April began to relax the fire of the Trench, 
which, of course, redoubled the courage and efforts of the 
besieged they worked incessantly at the sapping, their 
object being to cut off the communication of the besiegers 
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with reciprocal animosity. The Turks and English regained 
tlieir position at the crown of the breach. The effect of the 
first impulse, the Erench soldiers’ principal chance of victory, 
was gone; General Lannes was severely wounded, and 
General Rambaud had been killed in the city : the Turks 
had had time to rally. At this moment, the besieged re- 
ceived a considerable reinforcement of troops from the isle 
of Rhodes : they were landed, and at once joined in the 
•contest : they fought from dawn till night ; and all the ad- 
vantage being on the side of the besieged, the Erench found 
it necessary to retreat. 

The next day, the fire from the batteries continued. 
Buonaparte repaired, at two o’clock in the morning, to the 
breach, and ordered a fresh attack. The eel air curs, the 
grenadiers, and the carbiniers mounted to the breach, sur- 
prised the enemy’s posts, and slaughtered numbers; but they 
were stopped by fresh interior intrenchments, and forced to 
retire. The fire from the batteries continued all the day. 
At four o’clock in the afternoon, the grenadiers of the 
twenty-fourth solicited and obtained the honour of mounting 
first to the assault. These brave men marched coolly to the 
wall ; but a first, second, and third line of defence had been 
established, which could not be forced without fresh disposi- 
tions. Retreat was again sounded. The Erench had in 
these assaults two hundred killed and five hundred wounded; 
they greatly regretted the brave General Bon, who was killed 
at the head of the grenadiers. This is principally the Erench 
account of these two important days : let us hear what Sir 
Sidney Smith says of them in his well-written despatch to 
Lord Kelson : — 

“ We have been in one continued battle ever since the 
beginning of the siege, interrupted only at short intervals by 
the excessive fatigue of every individual on both sides. We 
have been long anxiously looking for a reinforcement, with- 
out which we could not expect to be able to keep the place 
so long as we have. The delay in its arrival being occasioned 
by Hassan .Bey’s having originally had orders to join me in 
^Sypf) I w cs obliged to be very peremptory in the repeti- 
tion of my orders for him to join me here ; it was not, how- 
ever, till the evening of the day before yesterday, the fifty- 
first day of the siege, that his fleet of corvettes and transports 
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crews up to the breach, armed with pikes. The enthusiastic 
gratitude of the Turks, men, women, and children, at the 
sight of such a reinforcement at such a time, is not to he 
described. 

“ Many fugitives returned with us to the breach, which 
we found defended by a few brave Turks, whose most 
destructive missile weapons were heavy stones, which, strik- 
ing the assailants on the head, overthrew the foremost down 
the slope and impeded the progress of the rest. A succes- 
sion, however, ascended to the assault, the heap of ruins 
between the two parties serving as a breastwork to both ; 
the muzzles of their muskets touching, and the spear-heads 
of their standards locked. Djezzar Pasha, hearing the 
English were on the breach, quitted his station, where, 
according to the ancient Turkish custom, he was sitting to 
reward such as should bring him the heads of the enemy, 
and distributing musket-cartridges with his own hand. The 
energetic old man, coming behind us, pulled us down with 
violence, saying, if any harm happened to his English friends, 
all was lost. This amicable contest as to who should defend 
the breach, occasioned a rush of Turks to the spot, and thus 
time was gained for the arrival of the first body of Hassan’s * 
troops. 1 had now to combat the pasha’s repugnance to 
admitting any troops but his Albanians into the garden of 
his seraglio, which had become a very important place, as 
occupying the terreplein of the rampart. There were about 
two hundred of -the original thousand Albanians left alive. 
This was.no time for debate, and I overruled his objection by 
introducing the Chiffiick regimentof one thousand men, armed 
with bayonets, disciplined after the European method under 
Sultan Selim’s own eye, and placed by his imperial majesty’s 
express command at my disposal. The garrison, animated 
by the appearance of such a reinforcement, was now all on 
foot; and there being consequently enough to defend the 
breach, X proposed to the pasha to get rid of the object of 
his jealousy, by opening his gates to let them make a sally 
and take the assailants in flank. He readily complied ; and 
I gave directions to the colonel to get possession of the 
enemy’s third parallel or nearest trench, and there fortify 
himself by shifting the parapet outwards. This order being 
clearly- understood, the gates were opened and the Turks 


oTi in w uounjaoo ipnji -ponH ena pMqmog; l“ aM D 
SiMiann o Iq popunoji jjo pamra soil. ‘saum?i puaoag 
m inalwi MOIS 3i«q OM noqai pno ‘qarajq oq} imiorn 
oa uom eiq SuiScjhoouo /[pijacoi uooa GBAt oqiv ‘jooyjo 
“mpacuiuw eq; pun i X[o;i;;idtaojd po;coj;;u ;so i oqx 
•jaiw^cq oq; JOJ qo;cra o roq; ojoui 2a lAOjd ‘puuq joq;ooq; 
™ juiSScp o jo ttot;tppq oq; q;iAt ‘ojqqs oq; 1 eosdroo sso[pwq 
-• ujgqf Saoinc poouBApn ;eoin puc ;soABjq oq; ‘so;mnui aioj 
X aL b m ‘oioqAV ‘aop.rcS B.cqscd oq; o;ut ^icdanu oq; uiojj 
3pa30 sappuD ‘po;so(oaian qosoaq oq; po;nnoinenq; uunqoo 
Lr ue/io opom qsiqmi oq; o; gaipjoootz raoq; q;ui esop 
asTn pau ‘ai /mono oq; jo aoqamn niopioo v ;e[ o; Joq;Bi 
•no* ‘/nm eiq; qoc^q oq; P Q9 J 9 P °* ;oa gbaa «opi s^qecd 
| .<&>;» nino{os a q;iAi qoBOjq oq; o; SapuBApc pojBoddc 
namioo oAiesBtn c ‘;osuns ojojoq oi;;q y •piBAiq;ioa oq; o; 
Enosoqx oq; Ul ° r P aB H 2 ! 3 * °? l cu2 ‘ s oq; oppui puts 


■;anoj£ e.noi'j op -maaQ pjcqotjj; no po[qoiosscaj Aioa 
scAt ‘posiodsjp X[;aaabojj puq 8Jopanod-;qSioX;xig eq; uiojj 
eipqa oq; qo'tqAi ‘dmeo-op-eapm puc sjujonoS jo dnoiS aqj^ 
•Goqintuaani'puo ouii; qoncu os popuodxo puq /oq; qoiqit uo 
*jaio; oq; jo ;«q; uBq; pqos ssof qonui ‘[[bai. jo B;oaqa’ opqAv 
njtop Scnqooaq ;oqs Xjoao ‘;uoai2pO[ oq; jo pjBAi.q;noa oq; 
o; paqooiip OJt; ;tressooui no Xq ‘qoBOjq aiou c usSoq /mono 
oqj} •enosoqx oq; jo noaidiqspira ‘oScABg ujj Xq uAtoiq; 
‘gopBuoaS-pacq Suiuibiiioj a\oj ano Xq pasJodsip ao poqiq 
gjoal ;uoraSpo{ oq; no Saiurcmai aoquma |[Btna oq; ;cq; 
os ‘qocojq oq; uiojj ooioj Jtoq; Aioap ptrc raaq; jo Rioqtunu 
tutop ;qSnojq goig Saiqusg jno ;uq; os ‘sjodmud Jtoq; OAoqtj 
s-tipsuaq; oeodsa o; Xmaao oq; po8qq(i yjq; poa2 
eiq; pcq ai^ios oqj •sjapmiod-;qgtaX;xis oq; uiojj odsj3 
q;ui /[snoioBoqjo e;tj3 ujao; oq; po;oo;ojd ‘[tmsn sb ‘joAOAtoq 
‘/crgr ujq;' -£SOJ q;ui tmo; oq; o; qocq uoAup OJOAi puc 
^aamoAoni « qons o; pn&o ;oa ojoai Xoq; quq S;uo poqsua: 


•xhoisih ao saoaia xvaao 



ST. JEAN d’ACEE. 415 


come to a knowledge of it by means of tbeir numerous 
spies. 

“ The English uniform, which had served as a rallying- 
point for the old garrison wherever it appeared, was now, in 
the dusk, mistaken for Erench, the newly-arrived Turks not 
distinguishing between one hat and another in the crowd ; 
and thus many a severe blow of a sabre was parried by our 
officers, among which Colonel Douglas, Mr. Ives, and Mr. 
Jones had nearly lost their lives as they were forcing their 
way through a torrent of fugitives. Calm was restored by 
the pasha’s exertions, aided by Mr. Trotte, just arrived with 
Hassan-Bey ; and thus the contest of twenty-five hours 
ended, both parties being so fatigued as to be unable to 
move. 

“ Buonaparte will, no doubt, renew the attack, the breach 
being, as above described, perfectly practicable for fifty men 
abreast ; indeed the town is not, nor ever has been, defen- 
sible, according to the rules of art ; but according to every 
other rule it must and shall be defended : not that it is in 
itself worth defending, but we feel that it is by this small 
breach Buonaparte means to march to other conquests. It 
is on the issue of this contest that depends the opinion of 
the multitudes of spectators on the surrounding hills, who 
wait only to see how it ends, to join the victor ; and with 
Buch a reinforcement for the execution of his known pro- 
jects, Constantinople, and even Vienna, must feel the 
shock. 

“Be assured, my lord, the magnitude of our obligations 
docs hut increase the energy of our efforts in the attempt 
to discharge our duty ; and though we may, and probably 
shall be overpowered, I can venture to say that the Erench 
army will, be so much further weakened before it prevails, 
as to bo little able to profit by its dear-bought victory. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. &c., 


,l Hear- Admiral Lord Nelson .” 


“"W. Sidney Smith.” 


Sir Sidney Smith was well aware of the nature of tin' 9 
contest. Acre was of no consequence in itself ; but the 
opinion of the Syrians was of incalculable importance. 
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his regiment, find tlie next night carried Ins orders into 
execution with so much ardour and resolution, that he not 
only effected the service he was sent on, but established the 
reputation of his corps. The third parallel was gained ; but 
the gallant Turk, wishing to elevate the character of his' 
regiment still more, attacked the second trench, but not 
with the same success, as he lost some standards. He 
however retained possession of the works long enough to 
spike four of the guns and do them other mischief. 

On Kleber’s arrival, therefore, instead of mounting the 
breach, he was ordered to recover these works, which, after 
a furious contest of three hours, and much loss of life, was 
effected. Notwithstanding this very limited success, the 
advantage evidently remained on the side of the besieged. 
Indeed, the resistance displayed damped the zeal of the 
Trench troops so seriously, that they could not be again 
brought to the breach. 

We gladly avail ourselves of Sir Sidney Smith’s despatch 
to conclude this remarkable siege. 

“After this failure the Trench grenadiers absolutely 
refused to mount the breach any more over the putrid 
bodies of their unburied companions, sacrificed in former 
attacks by Buonaparte’s impatience and precipitation, which 
led him to commit such palpable errors as even seamen 
could take advantage of. He seemed to have no principle 
of action but that of pressing forward ; and appeared to 
stick at nothing to obtain the object of his ambition, 
although it must be evident to everybody else, that even if 
lie had succeeded in taking the town, the fire of the shipping 
must drive him out of it again in a short time: however, 
the knowledge the garrison had of the inhuman massacre at 
Jafla rendered them desperate in their personal defence. 
Two attempts to assassinate me in the town having failed, 
recourse was had to a most flagrant breach of the laws of 
honour aud war. A flag of truce was sent into the town by 
the hand of an Arab dervish, with a letter to the pasha, 
proposing a cessation of arms, for the purpose of burying 
the dead bodies, the stench from which became intolerable. 

was natural we should gladly listen to this proposition, 
and that we should consequently he off our guard during 
e conference. While the answer was under consideration, 

2 E 
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receiving a check where he did not expect it, and was 
weak enough to show it by his actions : he was irritated 
by the obstacle, bat took the worst possible measures to 
remove it. 

Buonaparte told O’Meara, at St. Helena : “ Sir Sidnej' 
dispersed proclamations among the troops, which certainly 
shook some of them ; and I, in consequence, published an 
order stating that he was mad, and forbidding all communi- 
cation with him. Some days after lie sent, by a lieutenant 
or midshipman, a flag of truce, with a challenge to meet me 
at some place which he pointed out, in order to fight a duel. 
I laughed at this, and sent back intimation that when he 
sent Marlborough to light me, I' would meet him. Not- 
withstanding this, I like the character of the man.” This 
little anecdote is quite characteristic of Buonaparte and 
Sir Sidney ; the wild chivalry of the sailor being not more 
striking than the fanfaronnade of the future emperor. As 
we have done frequently before, we will enliven our account 
of “ perils i’ the deadly breach ” with an anecdote. The fol- 
lowing is from the “ Memoirs of Sir Sidney Smith.” 

“ The seamen of the squadron took each their turn for 
the military service on the walls of Acre. One of them had 
observed, in his spell ashore, the body of a Trench general, 
splendid in his uniform, that lay exposed in the very centre of 
the ditch. This dwelt on the mind of the honest, though — the 
truth must be told — somewhat obtuse-minded tar. Indeed he 
had never shown himself remarkable for either intellect or 
activity, and held no higher office in the ship than a waister. 
Yet, by some unexplained mental process, the fate and the 
unburied corpse of the Trench general had fixed themselves 
so strongly in his imagination, that he was determined, at 
all risks, to give his glittering dead opponent the rites of 
sepulture. The next day, though out of his turn, he asked 
and obtained permission to take his spell on the walls. 
Nothing divided the hostile intrenehments but this same 
ditch, and so closely placed were the foes to each other, that 
a moderate whisper could be easily heard from one embank- 
ment to the other. Nothing appeared above these embank- 
ments but a serried line of bayonets ; for if a hat, or a head, 
or anything tangible appeared on either side, it was saluted 
with a volley of perforating-balls. It was about noon, and 
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A.D. 1216. 

We only introduce this little siege on account of a par- 
ticular circumstance attending it. Whilst the English inva- 
sions of Franco have been more than one, and the sieges 
and captures of her cities numerous, Dover we believe to b" 
the only English city that; has been besieged by the French. 
We of course except, the Conquest, because we do not- 
consider William of Normandy a Frenchman at all: the 
Normans, or Northmen, were a race of the most snoeeioful 
adventurers of that age, and, not much more than n hundred 
years before their expedition to England, had gained, in an 
almost- similar manner, nn establishment in a remote province 
of Franco. 

The English barons, disgusted with the levity and tyranny 
of John, very inconsiderately offered the crown of England 
to Louis, son of Philip Augustus, and heir to the Kingdom 
of France. This prince, who did not want for spirit, in 
spite of the anathemas of the court of Lome, under the 
protection of which the weak John had placed himself, 
embarked with an army on board a fleet of seven hundred 
vessels, landed at Sandwich, and look possession of the 
county of Kent, with the exception of Dover. This place 
was well provided against an attack, and was governed by 
Hubert du Bourg, an intrepid and skilful soldier. Louis 
being unable to overcome his firm resistance, had recourse to 
more seductive advances, offering him v. considerable bribe ; 
but to his honour, Du Bourg repulsed it more indignantly 
and quite as firmly as he had resisted his arms. The French 
were obliged to raise the siege. 

“ This England never did (nor never shall) 

Lie at the proud foot of a conqueror.” 
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had given to immolate so many thousand victims ; ho 
revokes them, and puts a stop to the carnage. Overcomo 
by the charms of music, he restored liberty to the com- 
patriots of Schah-Culi, attached the musician to his personal 
service, and loaded him with benefits. 


CASSEL. 


A.D. 1528. 


Philip of Yalois, scarcely seated on his own throne, 
turned his arms towards Plunders, to assist the count in 
subduing his rebellious subjects, llis noble army consisted 
of thirty thousand men, among whom were fourteen thousand 
gendarmes. Philip marched straight towards the city of 
Cassel, and laid siege to it. The rebel army, much Jess 
numerous than the Prench, was composed entirely of 
infantry : they were fishermen, peasants, and artisans. A 
small dealer in fish, named Colin Zannequin, was at their 
head, a bold, daring man, in whom audacity and cunning 
made up for deficiency in military experience. Such was 
the singular champion opposed to the king of Prance : such 
were the troops destined to contend with the proudest 
nobility of Europe : and this ignoble assemblage was very 
near destroying the haughty battalions which held thorn in 
rather too much contempt. Is ever was any array more 
determined or more insolent in its bearing than these newlv- 
made soldiers, encamped and intrenched within smut of 
Cassel, upon an eminence very difEcul: of access. TJmv had 
the audacity to hoist upon one of the towers of the cit v a kind 
of standard, upon which was ptutttea a cock, with tins 
inscription : — 


“ Qnand c? cc-q car 
Le roi Ctssil c-.z z 
[When this cock shall hzre crews-, xh 



co: 


Zannequin conceived 
have proved of great 
dealer in fish, he went 
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but not one escaped. The French lost but few in tbo action : 
armour was then very complete, and the ill-protected Fle- 
mings had but little chance against the French chivalry. The 
other rebel battalions dispersed immediately. Casscl was 
taken, razed to the ground, and reduced to ashes. After 
having restored peace, Philip returned to his own dominions, 
saying to the count of Flanders : “ Be more prudent and 
more humane, and you will have fewer rebels.” This was 
certainly a well-merited reproof; but it came very ill from 
such a man as Philip of Yalois. 


BO MORAN TIN. 

A.D. 135G. 

However insignificant in itself, this siege commands a 
place in our record, as being the first in which cannon were 
employed. Our country’s favourite hero, the Black Prince, 
having entered Sologne with hostile intentions, laid siege to 
Romorantin. The English were repulsed in their first 
assault ; but were not disheartened. They continued their 
attacks, but still iu vain, till some engineers advised an ex- 
periment to be made with the newly-discovered gunpowder. 
They planted some batteries of cannon so as to enable them 
to throw into the place a number of inflammable missiles. 
By this means they set fire to some buildings in the lower 
court of the castle. The conflagration soon extended to one 
of the towers. The besieged were then constrained to sur- 
render to the conqueror, and were made prisoners of war. 
This is the first time that mention is made in history of 
artillery being employed for besieging places. It was ten 
years after tbe battle of Crecy, at which, it is said, cannon 
were first used in the field. 
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and accustomed to look upon Prance as one kingdom ruled 
by a despotic king, can form no idea of the real state of that 
country quite up to the middle of the reign of Louis XIV. 
In all the provinces of Prance there were strongly fortified 
cities, mostly attached to the governments of these provinces. 
It was the object of princes of the blood and of the high 
nobles to obtain a government ; after that, upon receiving 
offence at court, or taking umbrage at even an imaginary 
insult, they would retire to their fortified city, and set even 
royalty at defiance. La Bochelle, Sedan, and some other 
cities, were the great rallying-points of the Huguenots, ’and, 
in them, the power of the monarchs was merely nominal. 
In 1573, they were besieged in La Pochelle by the duke of 
Anjou, afterwards the infamous Henry III., the most in- 
veterate enemy they ever had to encounter. The massacre 
of St. Bartholomew has fixed an indelible stain upon the 
reign of Charles IX. ; but more of its horrors were due to 
this, his successor, than to him. Henry of Anjou was more 
after Catherine de Medici’s own heart than her second son 
Charles. This prince could boast of having in his army the 
flower of the Prench nobility. In the course of eight months 
they gave nine general assaults, and formed more than 
twenty useless attacks. An English fleet endeavoured to 
throw succours into the city, but it was repulsed, and forced 
to renounce the enterprise. The Bochellois, notwithstand- 
ing, continued to signalize their valour by the most intrepid 
resistance. The duke of Anjou, returning from visiting a 
mine, passed by a place within gun-shot of the city. A 
soldier, recognising him, took a deliberate aim at him, and 
■would have ridded the world of a monster, but for the inter- 
vention of his squire, Hubert Devins, who, seeing the danger 
of the prince, rushed forward, and received the bail instead 
of him. He was cured of his wound, and lived a long time 
to enjoy the glory of such an action. Upon the duke being 
chosen king of Poland, a general assault was given ; but it 
succeeded no better than its predecessors. The prince, who 
had already lost more than twenty-four thousand men, then 
resolved to terminate the siege by making peace. The 
conduct of the royalists during the siege was the height of 
extravagance, injustice, and ferocity : “ They sported there 
with the lives of men,” saysMatthieu the historian; “and I 
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THIRD SIEGE. A.P. 1G27- 

"\Tc conic now to the most important siege of La Rochelle, 
n siege which is likewise the great event of the life of so 
remarkable a man as the Cardinal do [Richelieu. Of all the 
actions of this able, selfish, cruel minister, his policy in sub- 
duing the Huguenots is, perhaps, the most defensible. The 
Huguenots were not only what they pretended to be, a reli- 
gious party, — they were a political party ; and many men 
carried on their’ schemes of rebellion or aggrandizement 
under the shadow of their standard, who cared nothing for 
religion of any kind. That this is the case in all religious 
wars we are willing to admit, but it. was particularly so in 
Prance in the reign of Louis XIII. Louis himself was 
superstitious enough ; as most weak men are ; but it would 
have puzzled the Sorbonnc itself to have told what was the 
heart religion of Louis 1 minister. 

Cardinal de Richelieu, who governed Franco and its king, 
being very desirous to signalize bis ministrv by the conquest- 
of La Rochelle, ordered the siege of it to \ie prepared. In 
the year 1G27, an army of twenty-three thousand men, with 
Louis XIII. at their head, presented itself before this last, 
asylum of the Protestants. The warlike cardinal conducted 
all the operations in the name of the king. The city was 
vast, well fortified, well situated, provided with numerous 
artillery, full of munitions of all kinds, and defended by 
inhabitants animated by religious zeal. They elected as 
mayor, governor, and general of their city, Jean G niton, a 
man of great firmness and valour. He was scarcely clothed 
with these important but perilous dignities, than lie assem- 
bled the inhabitants, and drawing a poniard, said : “ I will 
be your mayor, since you insist upon my being so, hut only 
upon condition that I may be permitted to plunge this po- 
niard into the heart of the first man who shall speak of sur- 
rendering. I consent that it shall he employed in the same 
manner upon me,af I should propose to capitulato ; and I 
require that this poniard shall remain for that purpose upon 
the table of the chamber in which wo assemble.” Richelieu 
in the mean time continued his works for the blockade of 
the place. A circumvallation of three leagues was formed, 
protected by thirteenforts, flanked with redoubts, and bristling 
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blockade, the Kocbellois, for some time reduced to subsist 
upon grass, herbs, and shell-fish, began to be carried off in 
great numbers by famine. Twelve thousand men had 
already perished ; whole houses were filled with dead bodies. 
One day the mayor met a person attenuated by famine. 
“ He has but one breath of life left,” said some one to him. 
“Are you surprised at that?” replied he; “you and I 
must soon come to that, if we are not relieved.” “But,” 
added another, “ hunger carries off so many daily, that we 
shall soon have no inhabitants left.” “ Well,” rejoined the 
brave old man, “ never mind, so long as there is one left to 
keep the gates shut.” Such was what Catholic historians 
call the obstinacy, and Protestant ones the firmness, of the 
commander of the Bochellois and his soldiers. Although 
scarcely able to carry their muskets, they preferred death to 
surrendering. They really had “but one breath of life 
left,” when, on the 28th of October, 1628, they were com- 
pelled to capitulate. The royal troops took possession on 
the 30th, and on the 1st of November the king made his 
public entrance. The fortifications were demolished, the 
ditches filled up, the inhabitants disarmed and made tax- 
able ; echevinage and the corporation of the city were abol- 
ished for ever.* Eor nearly two hundred years, La Rochelle 
had scarcely acknowledged any sovereigns but its magi- 
strates. This conquest cost Louis forty millions of francs, 
but not so many lives as might have been expected. 

It is impossible to give an account of the siege of La 
Rochelle in a work like this, proportioned to the means at 
command ; with half what we have at hand, we could com- 
pose a volume. But this very abundance removes the 
necessity for our going into detail: there are so many 
interesting accounts of it before the public, that a longer one 
from us. is not required. Whilst Richelieu, Buckingham, 
and Louis XIII.; whilst the religious wars between Catholics 
and Huguenots, shall occupy — we were going to say stain — 
the page of history, the siege of La Rochelle must be fami- 
liar to most readers. 
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TROYES, 

A.D. 1429. 

The Maid of Orleans had announced that her mission wag 
confined to two objects, — the deliverance of Orleans and the 
consecration of the king at Reims. After having gloriouslj 
fulfilled her first promise, she employed the ascendancy she 
had acquired to execute the second. Although the city oi 
Reims, and all the country from Chinon, where the Icing 
then resided, was in the power of the English, the Erencli 
set forward on their march, with an army of twelve thousand 
men. All the cities in their route opened their gates tc 
them, with the exception of Troyes, which endeavoured tc 
arrest their progress. A council of war being called, J oai: 
confidently assured them that, within three days, the king 
should he received in Troyes. 

“Say seven days, Joan,” cried the archbishop of Reims. 
“ say seven, Joan ; and we shall be right glad to see youi 
prediction fulfilled.” 

“Before three days are over,” exclaimed the Maid, “ ] 
tell you the king will be master of Troyes.” 

They prepared for the attack. Joan appeared before the 
ramparts, advanced to the edge of the fosses, planted hei 
banner, and called aloud for fascines to fill them up. Terrox 
instantly seized the besieged ; they believed their city taken, 
although there was yet no breach. They capitulated ; and 
Charles entered triumphantly into that city where, eighi 
years before, his ruin had been contemplated by excluding 
him from the thi’one. After the reduction of Troyes, Reims 
was eager to receive the monarch, who repaired thither on 
the 27th of July, 1429, and was eonseci’ated the next day. 

"When this august ceremony was completed, Joan advanced 
towards the king, with the tears streaming from her eyes, 
and throwing herself at his feet, held his knees embraced 
for some time ; then, checking her emotion, she said, — “ Ai 
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the Turks close-handed, and killed (he greater part of them. 
Discouraged by this reverse. Aimirnth raised the siege and 
returned "to his own dominions. 


SECOND SIEGE, A.D. 1-155. 

Sixteen years after, Mahomet II. was anxious to crown 
his exploits by the capture of Belgrade ; he invested it by 
land with an army of four hundred thousand men, at the 
same time that his fleet blockaded it upon the Danube. 
Ladislaus, king of Hungary, was encamped on the other 
side of the river with a numerous army. Being convinced 
that he should lose Belgrade if he did not in some way get 
rid of the Turkish galleys, he embarked the elite of his 
troops on avast number of large boats, and fell upon the 
Turks with such fury that he took twenty of their ships, 
sunk others, and put the rest to flight. This victory 
reopened his communication with Belgrade, and he sent in 
the celebrated John Corvin, known under the name of 
Huniades. This general was seconded by John Capcstran, 
a Cordelier, scut into Hungary by Ibc Dope, to preach a 
crusade. This monk appeared at the head of all the sorties, 
a crucifix in his hand, inducing the warriors to perish rather 
than give way, by constantly displaying to them the crown 
of martyrdom suspended over their heads, if they fell bj' the 
hands of the infidels. His words and example destroyed nil 
fear, and the troops he led always returned victorious. But 
the Mussulman artillery had made a large breach ; Mahomet 
commanded an assault, led his troops to the edge of the 
ditch, carried it, and rushed into the city without meeting 
with much resistance. Thus were both parties situated, 
just as in the former siege. This calm was a rmc of 
Huniades. To surprise the Ottomans in the midst of their 
fancied triumph, he drew up his troops upon a retired part 
of the city ; at the first sound of the trumpet the garrison 
of the citadel had orders to join those who, by his direction, 
bad- abandoned the breach. The signal was given, and the 
Hungarians poured from all quarters. The Turks, attacked 
in front, in rear, in flank, knew not which way to turn ; 
some perished in their astonishment, without offering any 
defence ; others precipitated themselves into the ditches, 
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determined and warlike men, united their efforts to check 
the progress of the Christians ; those who lmd fled, rallied 
upon the breaches and fought with desperation. The Impe- 
rialists began to waver, and yielded the victory step by step. 
The elector perceiving this, flew to their head, followed by 
Prince Eugene, sword in hand : “ My children, follow us !” 
shouted the elector, “we must conquer or die!” The 
Germans return to the fight ; Eugene mounts first to the 
breach, at the head of the bravest. A Janissary splits his 
helmet with a stroke of his sabre ; the prince turns round 
calmly, runs his enemy through, and resumes the fight 
The garrison is driven from the ramparts, and the assailants 
penetrate into the city ; the Turks endeavour to retreat to 
the castle, but in great confusion ; the Germans, who aro 
pursuing them, enter with them. The combat rages with 
more fury than ever ; the elector is wounded by an arrow in 
the cheek. Danger redoubles his courage ; no enemy can 
stand against him, and soon his victory is complete. Blood 
inundates Belgrade ; neither age nor sex is respected ; the 
garrison is put to the sword; five thousand Janissaries 
become the victims of the angry conqueror. — The Germans 
lost about four thousand men, but the army found motives 
for consolation in an immense booty. 

In this siege we see a prince, who was to become one of 
the greatest generals the world has known, displaying the 
character of a cool and bravo swordsman. Eugene did not 
flesh his maiden sword in this siege, but it took place early 
in his career. 

Voltaire claims Eugene as a Erenehman, although his 
father, the count de Soissons, was the son of Charles 
Emanuel, duke of Savoy, and his mother was an Italian, 
one of the notorious nieces of Cardinal Mazarin. But as 
he was born in Paris in 1663, and his father was settled in 
Prance, we suppose we . must yield the honour to that 
country. But Prance set very little store by him in his 
youth : he was first known as the Chevalier de Cavignan ; 
lie next assumed le petit collet, and was styled the Abbe de 
Savoie. It is said that he asked the king for a regiment, 
and that Louis’ refusal was accompanied with reproaches. 
Being unable to succeed in his darling view in Prance, he 
went to serve the emperor against the Turks, in 1683. The 
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and no longer doubting of his assistance, they flew to the 
breach before the garrison had hud time to repair the 
damage. Although surprised, they resisted a long time 
with great valour; but overwhelmed by numbers, having 
killed'” many Turks, the garrison retired on the St h of 
October, bv the Danube, to the amount of seven or eight, 
hundred men. commanded by General D’Ospremont and the 
duke do Croi. Six thousand soldiers, who could not make 
their escape, were massacred by the Turks; most of (he 
inhabitants shared the same fate, and tin* barbarians did not 
discontinue their cruelty till wearied with slaughter. 

This disgrace astonished the court of Vienna, without 
depriving it of hope; the duke do Croi appeared suddenly, 
in 1G9J-, under the walls of -Belgrade, from which place the 
Turkish army was absent. His batteries were placed in a 
short time ; his artillery and mines were so vigorously 
worked, that in eight days he hud reduced all the ad\am:<;d 
works to ashes, when the grand vizier made his appearance 
with a powerful army ; the siege was raised purlorce, and 
the conquest was reserved for Prince Eugene. 

SIXTH SIEGE, A.D. 1717. 

On the 8lh of June, Prince Eugene, who had become the 
terror of Europe and Asia by a series of triumphs, ap- 
proached Belgrade with an army of a hundred and fifty 
thousand men. Several French princes accompanied him, 
solely for the purpose of learning the art of sieges under so 
great a captain. On the lGth the army encamped on tho 
heights of Yisnitza, and the next day all the baggage 
arrived, in spite of a cloud of Tartars who scoured tho 
country. The count do Pnlfi was directed to invest tho 
place. 

Two days after, Eugene himself made a grand reconnais- 
sance. "When scarcely at a' quarter of a league from the 
camp, twelve hundred Turks fell upon his escort. A Mus- 
sulman officer recognised him, drew near to him, and fol- 
lowed him, pistol in hand. He had alreadv penetrated 
through two ranks, when he paid for his temeritv with bis 
life. _ The Turks proving too weak to take advantage of tho 
occasion, were soon dispersed, and left the prince to continue 
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batteries, which began to play upon the besiegers on the 
2nd of August. In the night between the 14th and 15th, 
they opened a trench opposite to the centre of the Imperial- 
ists, and pushed their works to within a hundred paces of 
the lines of the Christian army. To prevent the attack upon 
his intreneliments by attacking the intrenchments of the 
Turks, was following the example of Ctesar. Prince Eugene 
decided upon doing so. In the centre of his army he placed 
the infantry, under the command of Prince Alexander of 
Wurtemberg ; on the two wings he arrayed his cavalry ; in 
two lines, behind these bodies, were regiments of infantry, 
to support them. The reserve remained in the trenches, 
under the orders of the count de Seckendorf, and the garde 
dn camp was confided to the valour of General Vrard. To 
deceive the Ottoman army, Belgrade was bombarded vigor- 
ously during the whole evening of the 16th, the fire only 
ceasing at midnight. At one o’clock, the report of three 
bombs was heard : this was the signal for marching. The 
first line immediately moved forward in silence, and advanced 
towards the fleche* of the intrenchments by the light of the 
moon. Suddenly a thick fog arose, the right of this line 
missed its way, and fell into one of the enemy’s loyaux 
(branch of a trench). But confusion had seized the Turks, 
and they began to fly : the Janissaries, however, rallied 
them, and the fight commenced. The error of the Germans 
had separated them from the centre ; and the'Mussulmans 
threw themselves into the interval, in spite of the efforts of 
Prince Eugene, whose operations were defeated by the fog. 
During several hours they fought at hazard, in profound 
darkness. At length, however, the cloud dispersed, and, 
with the return of light, the general became aware of the 
danger his army was in. He flew to its aid, and charged the 
Mussulmans at the head of his volunteers ; the Turks re- 
sisted bravely, and the battle was sanguinary ; Eugene was 
slightly, wounded by a sabre-stroke: but, fighting under the 
eyes of ; their . general, his soldiers became heroes ; they 
attacked, overthrew, and crushed every obstacle opposed to 
their valour. In an instant the Turks abandoned the centre. 

* A. small work composed of two sides, winch is raised opposite the 
salient angles or rentrants of the covered wav. at the extremity of its 
glacis. 
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Turks was twice ns numerous. "Wallis marched against tlio 
enemy without having made the least disposition. He 
attacked the Janissaries with his cavalry, in n hollow way : 
whilst his horse defiled in this passage, they could not defend 
themselves against the Jauissarics posted among the vines 
and in the hedges, near the village of" Grolska: his cavalry 
was beaten iii this defile before his infantry could come up. 
The latter were led to slaughter with the same imprudence, 
the Turks firing upon them at their pleasure, and in safety. 
The Imperialists retreated with the decline of day, having 
sustained a loss of twenty thousand men. If the Turks had 
pursued them, "Wallis and his whole army must have been 
destroyed. Stupified with this disgrace, "Wallis continued 
to heap . error upon error. Although joined by General 
Neuperg, with a large detachment, he did not think himself 
in safety till within the trenches of Belgrade. Pursued 
thither by the grand vizier, he again abandoned this city 
to the Turks, and recrossed the Danube. The emperor, 
discouraged by these losses, ordered Marshal Neuperg to 
treat for peace. It cost the Austrian monarch the kingdom 
of Servia, and Belgrade. Oliver Wallis was not much mis- 
taken in his prognostics : he was imprisoned in the fortress 
of Briinn, and Marshal Neuperg, although much less cul- 
pable, in the fortress of Gratz. 

EIGHTH SIEGE, A.D. 1769. 

It is the fate of an important fortress, situated on the 
extreme frontier of powerful and warlike states, to be always 
exposed to the first blows struck in great quarrels. Belgrade 
fell again, in 1789, into the hands of the Austrians, com- 
manded by Marshal Laudon. 

Restored to the Turks by Austria, in 1791, this city 
became, in 1798, the theatre of war between the Mussulmans 
and the rebel Servians, who, disputing the possession of it, 
fought even in the faubourgs. 
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jOungLord Lisle, fell a few minutes after, whilst endeavour- 
ing to avenge his death. The English fled ; and Castillon 
surrendered the next day. 

“ Thus perished Talbot, whom the English of that 
day called their Achilles. He had, it is true, the valour 
of one : he was not only brave, hut an excellent nego- 
tiator, a faithful subject, a sincere friend, and a generous 
enemy.” 

And this eulogy is written by a Erenchman ! So pleased 
were we with it, that we abstained from calling in Shake- 
speare, who has immortalized this last scene of the gallant 
Talbot and his son. "When will Frenchmen do equal justice 
to Nelson and ‘Wellington ? "When perhaps they have been 
dead as long as Talbot has. 


LIEGE. 

A.D. 14C8. 

AVe offer this siege to our young readers as a sort of 
illustration of one of Sir Walter Scott’s best novels. Sir 
Walter has dealt freely with historical characters ; he has 
made most of them effective, but has not always adhered 
quite faithfully either to men or events. But no novelist, 
— and we should have said no dramatist, if a bust of Shake- 
speare had not been looking down upon us, — ever sketched 
an historical character so happily as he has done that of 
Louis XI. it is Louis himself ! with all his pettinesses, 
shrewdness, superstition, and duplicity. 

Louis XI. had raised the Liegeois against their suzerain, 
the duke of Burgundy. In an over-cunning attempt at 
policy, Louis had placed himself in the hands of the bold 
Burgundian, who, irritated by the outbreak at Liege, com- 
pelled the imprudent monarch to hoist the cross of St. An- 
drew, the ensign of the house of Burgundy, and lead his 
army against the Liegeois, whose revolt he had excited. 
Made aware of the storm about to break over their ramparts, 
the inhabitants prepared for a vigorous defence. Although 
reduced to a feeble garrison of six hundred men, the bur- 
gesses determined to withstand with courage the efforts of 
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could satisfy his brutal nature ? Priests were immolated at 
the foot of the altar ; sacred virgins, dragged from their 
asylums, were violated and then massacred ; soldiers went 
from house to house with the lighted torch and naked sword 
in their hands; they vented their fury upon defenceless 
women and children ; plunder was the least of their crimes. 
The unfortunate fugitives perished in the woods of hunger 
and destitution, or were pitilessly massacred ; prisoners, too 
poor to pay their ransom, wore precipitated into the waters 
of the Meuse. The city, when changed into a desert, pre- 
senting no animated creature upon which the barbarous 
conqueror could exercise his cruel vengeance, lie directed 
his resentment against inanimate objects. Pour thousaud 
men of the country of Limbourg were commanded to set fire 
to the public edifices, and to demolish all that the flames had 
not devoured. Liege soon became one heap of melanchol3 r 
ruins. 

And this was Charles the Bold, or rather, as iemc- 
raire is better translated, “ the Bash ! ” to whom, as the 
impersonation of brute courage, I dare say the Burgundians 
have raised statues, as we have raised one to Bichard I., 
just such another hero, who slaughtered his five thousand 
Saracen captives before Acre ! An intelligent foreigner 
said : “ You propose a statue to Bichard I. : you have one 
of George IY. ; where is Alfred’s ? ” 


B E A II Y A. I S. 

A.D. 1472. 

This siege brings the same actors on the stage, and we 
are principally induced to offer it to our readers by the 
circumstance of the detestable homicide meeting in it with 
a reverse, and that partly occasioned by women. 

Charles the Bold, duke of Burgundy, was engaged in an 
inveterate war with Louis XI. Learning there was but a 
weak garrison in Beauvais, he marched towards that city, 
with the expectation of entering it without opposition ; and 
so it proved with the faubourgs, and the Burgundians 
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retain a post they had kept night and day. The trumpets 
sounded, the cannon roared, the Burgundians advanced, fire 
and sword in hand ; they planted their ladders, mounted the 
breaches, and attacked the besieged : the latter received 
them with firmness ; they precipitated them, they crushed 
them, or beat them back from their walls. Baging like a 
wild bull, Charles rallied his soldiers and led them back 
to the assault ; but they were again repulsed, with greater 
loss than before. How willingly we may suppose, Charles 
sounded a retreat. Had it not been for the excessive pre- 
caution of some of the burgesses, his army must have been 
entirely destroyed : they had walled up the gates on the side 
next the Burgundians, which impeded the sortie. Charles 
raised the siege on the 10th of July. Louis XI. rewarded 
the valour and fidelity of the inhabitants by an exemption 
from imposts. As the women had exhibited most ardour in 
defence of Beauvais, he ordered that they should take pre- 
cedence of the men in the fete which was celebrated every 
year, on the 10th of July, in honour of their deliverance 
from the power of a man known to be a sanguinary 
conqueror. 


GEBIADA. 

A..D. 1491. 

I’erdinand y., king of Arragon, besieged Boabdil, the 
last king of the Moors of Grenada, in his capital, with an 
army of fifty thousand men. Grenada, surrounded by a 
double wall, fortified by one thousand and thirty towers, had 
two citadels, one of which served as a palace for the king. 
An army of thirty thousand Moors was within the walls ; it 
had an immense and warlike population, and magnificent 
stores of munitions and provisions seemed to render it im- 
pregnable. Berdinand did not attack Grenada according to 
the usual system of sieges ; he employed neither lines, nor 
trenches, nor artillery : he surrounded his own camp with 
walls and works. His sole aim was to starve the enemy, 
and make himself master of all the passages ; he rooted up 
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VIENNA. 

Vienna, from its geographical position and its political 
importance, has been subjected to several sieges, and yet 
has occasionally, like Borne, sometimes escaped those fearful 
visitations when it might have expected them. 


FIRST SIEGE, A.I>. 1529. 

After having subdued Asia, Soliman II. determined to 
make Europe tremble by the terrors of his constantly victo- 
rious arms. In 1529 this redoubtable conqueror entered 
Hungary with fire and sword; he pillaged, ravaged, and 
destroyed everything in his passage, and marched over these 
melancholy ruins to lay siege to Vienna, the capital of 
Austria and of the whole "Western empire, since the house 
of Austria was said to occupy the throne of Charlemagne. 
The Ottoman army was immense, and was composed of the 
brave Janissaries who had just subdued Persia. But Vienna 
contained within its walls both warlike citizens and intrepid 
soldiers. The sultan commenced his operations by mining 
the walls. This immense labour was frequently interrupted 
by the counter-mines of the besieged ; but at length some 
of these concealed volcanoes burst forth all at once, and 
threw down a great part of the walls. In an instant the 
Viennese, men, women, and children, flew to construct a 
new rampart ; and when the infidels came . to the assault, 
they were surprised to find themselves stopped, at a few 
paces from the breach, by this barrier, which twenty pieces 
of cannon and tens of thousands of defenders rendei’ed 
impregnable. They then turned their attention to another 
side, where there had been only time to intrench with pali- 
sades. At this point the bodies of the inhabitants served 
as bulwarks. The combat here was terrible ; rivers of blood 
and heaps of slain rolled beneath the steps of the warriors. 
Twice the Turks were repulsed with, loss ; twice the sultan 
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thousand inhabitants. The country round exhibited nothing' 
but fugitives, equipages, carts laden with goods, the laggard 
of all which became the pre} r of the Tartars, who pillaged, 
ravaged, burnt, slaughtered, and led them away into slavery. 
On the 7th of July,lG83, the city was invested, and all Europe 
tremblingly watched the issue of this famous enterprise. 

Vienna, bathed by the Danube on the north, was fortified 
by twelve great bastions in the remainder of its inclosure. 
The curtains were covered by good half-moons, without any 
other outworks ; the ditch was partly filled with water, and 
partly dry, and the counterscarp was much neglected. The 
side of the city which was bathed by the river had no 
defence but strong walls, flanked by large towers, the whole 
well terraced. In a plain of three -leagues, environed by a 
circle of mountains, the vizier fixed his camp, which he had 
the audacity to leave undefended, except with lines of 
circumvallation and countervallation. Everything was in 
abundance in the camp — money, munitions of war, and pro- 
visions of all sorts. The different quarters boasted pachas 
as magnificent as kings, and this magnificence was effaced 
by that of the vizier ; to use the phrase of an historian, “ ho 
swam in luxury.” The court of a grand vizier generally 
consists of two thousand officers and domestics ; Mustapha 
had double that number. Iiis park, that is to say, the 
inclosure of his tents, was as large as the besieged city. 
The richest stuffs, gold and precious stones, were there con- 
trasted with the polished steel of arms. There were baths, 
gardens, fountains, and rare animals, as well for the conve- 
nience as the amusement of the general, whose effeminacy 
and frivolity did not in the least relax the operations of the 
siege. Iiis artillery, composed of three hundred pieces of 
cannon, was not the less formidable ; and the bravery of the 
Janissaries was not at all enervated by the example of their 
leader. 

The count de Staremberg, a man perfect in the art of war, 
the governor of Vienna, had set fire to the faubourgs, and to 
save the citizens, he had destroyed their buildings. He had 
a garrison estimated at sixteen thousand men, but which in 
reality consisted of about eleven thousand at most. The 
citizens and the university were armed ; the students 
mounted guard, and had a physician for their major. Starem- 
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had scythes fastened to long poles, which destroyed a vast 
number of the infidels, but which could not diminish the 
presumptuous confidence which animated them. »So certain 
were they of victory, that they came forward to make brava- 
does similar to those of which we rend in ancient wars. A 
champion of extraordinary stature advanced with a threat- 
ening air, insulting with both voice and sabre. A Christian 
soldier, unable to endure this affront, sprang out to en- 
counter him : be at first was wounded, but quickly wounded 
and disarmed bis enemy, cut off bis bead with his own sci- 
mitar, and found fifty gold pieces stitched up in his vest. 
One would suppose that tliis. brave fellow would be rewarded; 
not so: be remained a private soldier, and his name, which 
the Homans would have consecrated in the fasti of history, 
is not even known to us. The besieged, who beheld the. 
action from the top of the ramparts, drew a good augury 
from it; it redoubled their constancy and courage. 

The enemy did not obtain possession of the counterscarp 
before the 7th of August, after twenty-three days' fighting, 
with a great effusion of blood on both sides. The count do 
Serini, nephew of the famous Serini whom Leopold had 
brought to the scaffold, had retarded the taking of this work 
by a thousand actions of bravery. There was no sortie in 
which he was not conspicuous, llis ardour on one occasion 
prevented his feeling that he had received an arrow in his 
shoulder. The Turks had come to the descent of the ditch ; no 
people equal them in turning up the ground. The depth of 
their work was astonishing : the earth they threw out was 
carried to the height of niue feet, surmounted by planks and 
posts in tbe form of floors, beneath which they, worked in 
safety. Their trenches difl’er from those of Europeans in 
shape : they are cuttings in the form of a crescent, which 
cover one another, preserving a communication like the 
Ecales of fish, which conceal a labyrinth from whence they 
fire without inconveniencing those who are in front, and 
whence it is almost impossible to dislodge them. When the 
Janissaries had once entered them, they scarcely ever left 
them. Their fire became progressively more active, whilst 
that of the besieged relaxed : tbe latter began to husband 
their powder, and grenades were short. The baron do 
Kielmansegge invented a powder-mill . and clay grenades, 
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of the enemy. In the last war they were all clothed in the 
Turkish fashion.” “ If these words did not clothe them, 
they cuirassed them,” pleasantly observes the Abbe Cayer, 
whose account we follow. 

The Poles, after crossing the bridge, extended themselves 
to the right, exposed during twenty-four hours to being cut 
to pieces, if Kara Mustapha had taken due advantage of 
their position. On the 7th, all the German troops joined 
their allies, and the army was then found to amount to about 
seventy-four thousand men. There were four sovereign 
princes among them, — John Sobieski of Poland, Maximilian 
Emanuel, elector of Bavaria, John George III., elector of 
Saxony, and Charles V., duke of Lorraine ; and twenty-six 
princes of sovereign houses. 

Vienna was driven to bay. The Turks and diseases car- 
ried off, as-if in concert, both officers and soldiers. Almost 
all the leaders had disappeared ; the warrior, exhausted by 
fatigue and want of good food, dragged himself to the breach ; 
and he whom the fire of the enemy spared, expired with lan- 
guor and debility. The people, who had at first undertaken 
the labours of the siege with such eagerness, now dreamt of 
no other defence but prayer. They filled the churches, into 
which bombs and cannon-balls constantly brought terror and 
death. On the 22nd of August, it appeared certain that 
they could not hold out more than three days, if the Turks 
•gave a general assault. Prom that melancholy period, one 
mine seemed to precipitate itself upon another. The half- 
moon was taken ; breaches of from eighteen to twenty toises 
laid open the two bastions and the curtain ; soldiers served 
instead of walls. A mine was advancing under the emperor’s 
palace, already beaten to pieces with bombs, and close to the 
bastion of the court. Other mines, like snakes, were wind- 
ing about in all directions ; several were discovered ; but the 
Austrian miners were timid, and could not be persuaded to 
: go under ground when once they had heard the enemy at 
work there. The artillery was no longer able to respond, 
most of the cannons being either broken or dismounted. 
Staremberg scarcely preserved a ray of kopd, or rather, he 
did not longer dare to hope ; and. the general who at the 
commencement of the siege had said, “ I will only surrender 
the place with the last drop of my blood,” wrote to the duke 
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take its posts in the intervals of tl\e battalions, which will 
be arranged with this view, particulai'ly our gendarmes, who 
will charge first. 

“ If we were to put all our armies in three lines only, it 
would require more than a German league and a half, which 
would not be to our advantage ; and we should be obliged 
to cross the little river Yien, which must be our right wing : 
it is for this reason we must make four lines ; and this 
fourth shall serve as a body of reserve. 

“ For the greater security of the infantry against the 
first charge of the Turkish cavali'y, which is always impe- 
tuous, it will be desirable to employ spancheraistres, or 
chevaux de frise, but very light, for convenience of carriage, 
and at every halt place them in front of the battalions. 

“I beg all the messieurs the generals, that as fast as 
the armies shall descend from the last mountain, as they shall 
enter the plain, every one will take its post as it is set down 
in this present order.” 

There were but five leagues between them and the 
Turks, from whom they were separated by that chain of 
mountains which surrounded the vast plain on which they 
were encamped. Two routes presented themselves : one by 
the more elevated part ; the other, by the side where the 
summit, sinking, became more practicable. The first was 
fixed upon : it was true it was the more difficult, but it was 
the shorter. On the 9th of September all the troops moved; 
forward. The Germans, after many attempts to bring up 
their cannon, gave the matter up in despair, and left them 
in the plain. The Poles had more spirit and perseverance. 
By manual strength and address they contrived to get over 
twenty-eight pieces, and these alone were used on the day 
of battle. This march, bristling with difficulties, lasted 
three days. At length they approached the last mountain,, 
called Calemberg. There was yet plenty of time for the 
vizier to repair his faults : he had only to take possession of 
this height, and mark the defiles, and he would have stopped 
the Christian army. But he did not do so ; and it was at 
this moment that the Janissaries, indignant at so many 
blunders, exclaimed : “ Come on, come on, ye infidels ! The' 
sight of your hats alone will put us to flight.” ' 

This summit of Calemberg, still left free,, discovered to 
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take its posts in the intervals of the battalions, which will 
^arranged with this view, particularly our gendarmes, who 

TO «lf wfvTreto put all our armies in three lines only, it 
would require more than a German league and a half, winch 
would not be to our advantage; and we should be obliged 
to cross the little river Yien, which must be our right wing : 
it is for this reason we must make four lines ; anu tins 

fourth shall serve as a body of reserve.. *,41 

“ For the greater security ot the infantry against the 
first charge of the Turkish cavalry, which is always impe- 
tuous, it will he desirable to employ spancheraistrcs , or 
demux defrise, hut very light, for convenience of carriage, 
and at every halt place them in front of the battalions. 

“I beg all the messieurs the generals, that as fast as 
the armies shall descend from the last mountain, as they shall 
enter the plain, every one will take its post as it is set down 
in this present order.” 

There were hut five leagues between them and the 
Turks, from whom they were separated by that chain of 
mountains which surrounded the vast plain on which they 
were encamped. Two routes presented themselves : one by 
the more elevated part ; the other, by the side where the 
summit, sinking, became more practicable. The first was 
fixed upon •. it was true it was the more difficult, hut it was 
the shorter. On the 9 fch of September all the troops moved! 
forward. The Germaus, after many attempts to bring up 
their cannon, gave the matter up in despair, and left them . 
in the plain. The Poles had more spirit and perseverance.. 
% manual strength and address they contrived to get over 
twenty-eight pieces, and these alone were used on the day 
of battle. This march, bristling with difficulties, lasted 
three days. At length they approached the last mountain, 
called Galemherg ; There was yet plenty of time for the 

: he had onl y to take possession of 

i 1 n and mart tte defiles = and he ^ould have stopped 
he Christian army. But he did not do so; and it wK 

this moment that the Janissaries, indignant at so Zmr 
uudcis, exclaimed: “ Come on, come on, ye infidels » The 
sight of your hats done will put ns to flight.” ’ lh * 
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lilies urged the first on warmly, protected by the . fire of the 
artillery, which was incessant and very near. The field of 
the first shock, between the plain and the mountain, was 
intersected with vineyards, heights, and small valleys. The 
enemy having left their cannon at the beginning of the 
vineyards, suffered greatly from those of the Christians. 
The combatants, spread over this unequal ground, fought 
with inveteracy up to mid-day. At length the infidels, taken, 
in flank, and driven from hill to bill, retired into the plain, 
lining their camp. 

During the heat of the melee, all the bodies of the 
Christian army having fought sometimes on the heights, 
and sometimes in the valleys, they had necessarily doubled 
over each other, and deranged the order of battle. A short 
time was given to re-establish it ; and the plain became the 
theatre of a triumph which posterity will always feel difficulty 
in believing. Seventy thousand men boldly attacked more 
than two hundred thousand! In the Turkish army, the 
pacha of Diarbeker commanded the right wing, the pacha 
of Buda the left. The vizier was in the centre, having by 
his side the aga of the Janissaries and the general of the 
Spahis. The two armies remained motionless for some time, 
the Christians in silence, whilst the Turks and Tartars emu- 
lated the clarions with their cries. At length Sobieski gave 
the signal, and, sabre in hand, the Polish cavalry charged 
straight upon the vizier in the centre. They broke through 
the front ranks, they even pierced through the numerous 
squadrons which surrounded Mustapha. The Spahis dis- 
puted the victory ; but all the others,— the 'Wallachians, the 
Moldavians, the Transylvanians, the Tartars, and even the 
Janissaries, fought without spirit. In vain the Ottoman 
general endeavoured to revive confidence : they despised 
him and disregarded his words. _ He addressed himself to the 
pacha of Buda, and, to other chiefs, but their only reply was 
desponding silence. “And thou!” cried he then to the 
Tartar prince, “ wilt not thou assist me?” The khan saw 
no safety but in flight. The Spahis were making their last 
efforts : the Polish cavalry opened and dispersed them. The 
vizier, then turned his back, and spread com ' " b T ~' 
his flight. The discouragement 
which all the bodies of the Chr ; « - • • 
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lines urged the first on warmly, protected by the fire of i ho 
artillery, which was incessant and very near, lhe field ol 
the first shock, between the plain and the mountain, was 
intersected with vineyards, heights, and small valleys. J he 
enemy having left their cannon at the beginning of the 
vineyards, suffered greatly from those of the Christians. 
The combatants, spread over this unequal ground, fought 
with inveteracy up to mid-day. At length the infidels, taken 
in flank, and driven from hill to hill, retired into tho plain, 
lining their camp. 

During the heat of the melee , all the bodies of tho 
Christian army having fought sometimes on the heights, 
and sometimes in the valleys, they had necessarily doubled 
over each other, and deranged the order of battle. A short 
time was given to re-establish it ; and the plain became the 
theatre of a triumph which posterity will always feel difficulty 
in believing. Seventy thousand men boldly attacked more 
than two hundred thousand ! In tho Turkish army, the 
pacha of Diarbeker commanded the right wing, the pacha 
of Buda the left. The vizier was in the centre, having by 
his side the aga of the Janissaries and the general of the 
Spahis. The two armies remained motionless for some time, 
the Christians in silence, whilst the Turks and Tartars emu- 


lated the clarions with their cries. At length Sobiesld gave 
the signal, and, sabre in hand, the Polish cavalry charged 
straight upon the vizier in the centre. They broke through 
the front ranks, they even pierced through the numerous 
squadrons which surrounded Mustaplia. The Spahis dis- 
puted the victory ; hut all the others,— the "Wallachians, the 
Moldavians, the Transylvanians, the Tartars, and even the 
Janissaries, fought without spirit. In vain the Ottoman 
general endeavoured to revive confidence : they despised 
him and disregarded his words. He addressed himself to the 
pacha of Buda, and. to other chiefs, hut their only reply was 
desponding silence. “And thou!” cried he then to the 
Tartar prince, “wilt not thou assist me?” The khan saw 
no safety but in flight The Spahis were making their last 
efforts s the Polish cavalry opened and dispersed them. The 
vizier then turned Ins back, and spread consternation by 
Jus flight- The discouragement extended to the wings, 
which all the bodies of the Christian army pressed at once! 
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THIRD SIEGE, A.D. 1CS3. 

Although, punished, Algiers soon renewed its brigandages, 
and Louis XIV. repeated his chastisement on the 30th of 
the following June. Algiers, alter being twice bombarded, 
sent deputies to ask pardon and sue for peace. They 
restored all their Christian slaves to liberty, and — which is 
the severest punishment for corsairs — paid a largo sum of 
money. "When D’Amfreville, a naval captain, came to 
Algiers to deliver all the Christian slaves, in the name of 
the king of France, there were among them many English- 
men, who, after they were on board, persisted in telling 
D’Amfreville that it was out of consideration for the king of 
England they were set at liberty. The French captain 
called back the Algerines, and replacing the English on 
shore, said, “ These people insist upon it that they are set 
free in the name of their king ; that being the case, my 
king cannot take the liberty of ottering them his protection : 
I restore them to you, and it is for you to show what respect 
you owe to the king of England.” The weakness of the 
government of Charles IX., and the respect in which most 
nations then held Louis XIV., are both made evident by 
this anecdote. 


FOURTH SIEGE, A.D. 1G89. 

Six years after, Marshal D’Etrees once again bombarded 
Algiers, always unfaithful to its treaties, and still supporting 
a fearful power by robbery and rapine. Ten thousand bomb 3 
ruined this retreat of corsairs despising the laws of nations ; 
six of their vessels were sunk in the port. They were thus 
taught to respect the French flag, and the liberty of the 
seas for great powers; but they did not cease to pillage with 
impunity the subjects of weak states, without bombs or 
vessels of war to make themselves feared. 

FIFTH SIEGE, A.D. 1816. 

Although the bombardment of Algiers by a naval force 
can scarcely be termed a siege, as a conclusion to the above 
nistory, a mention of that which took place under Lord 
Exmouth is necessary. 
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VALENCIENNES. 


A.D. 1557. 

Philip II., king of Spain, son and successor to . the 
emperor Charles V., who from tho depths of_ his cabinet, 
like another Tiberius, shook all Europe with his often cruel 
policy, wishing to stop the rapid progress of Lutheranism 
in the provinces of Plunders, put weapons into the hands of 
executioners, and endeavoured to establish the Inquisition 
in those happy and tranquil countries. This barbarous 
tribunal, conforming so little with Scriptural precepts and 
mildness, disgusted the Piercings, and gave birth to that 
famous confederation, at the head of which was ‘William of 
Nassau, surnamed tho Taciturn, prince of Orange. All the 
confederates were clothed in grey, wore upon their caps 
little wooden porringers, and round their necks a medal, 
upon one side of which was the portrait of tho king, aud on 
the reverse a wallet suspended from two hands, crossed aud 
pressed together in sign of faith, with this inscription: 
“ Faithful to ike Icing and to the wallet'’ This was in 
allusion to the name of beggars, which tho count of Barle- 
mont had given them. They exhibited themselves in this 
guise before Marguerite of Austria, dueliess of Parma and 
gouvernante of the Netherlands. They presented, in a 
manner sufficiently humble, a petition to this princess, in 
which they asked for liberty of conscience, and the revo- 
cation of the edict which established the Holy Office. An 
answer to these prayers was eluded, and the yoke of tho 
Protestants, and even of the Catholics, was made so intole- 
rably^ heavy, that the people in allparb3 prepared for revolt. 
The inhabitants of Valenciennes were the iirst to raise tho 
standard ; they were almost all Huguenots, and had inti- 
mate connections with what are called the heretics of 
Prance. The gouvernante charged the seigneur de Noir- 
earmes* commanding in Hainault, to establish a sufficient 
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SECOND SIEGE, A.D. 1GG7. 

One of tlio greatest military exploits of Louis XIV . was 
the conquest of Valenciennes. Since the wars which had 
procured liberty for Holland, the possessors of that city had 
neglected nothing to render it impregnable. The project of 
the French monarch was considered as the height of teme- 
rity. In the first place, it was necessary to gain possession 
of two half-moons on tho right and on the loft. Behind 
these half-moons was a grand crown-work, palisaded, 
frased (strengthened with pointed stakes), and surrounded 
by a fosse intersected by many traverses. In this crown- 
work there was yet a second, well covered and surrounded 
with another fosse. After theso had been mastered, there 
was an arm of the Scheld to be crossed ; this being done, a 
fresh work was encountered, called a pule; behind this pale 
flowed the great stream of the Scheld, deep and rapid, which 
served as a fosse between the pate and the wall ; and this 
wall was supported by largo ramparts. All these works 
were covered with cannon. A garrison of nearly four thou- 
sand men, a great quantity of munitions of war and provi- 
sions, the hatred of the citizens for the French and their 
affection for their Spanish governor, seemed to promise a 
long and firm resistance. At the head of a formidable army, 
Louis XIY. advanced, seconded by his brother and tho 
marshals Humieres, Schomberg, Feuillade, Luxembourg, 
and Lorges. The celebrated Yauban directed all the 
operations. On the 9th of March, 1677, they opened tho 
trenches. A few days after, the king called a council 
upon the best means of attacking the outworks with greatest 
regard to the lives of the soldiers. Yauban proposed to 
assault them in open day ; but all the marshals exclaimed 
strongly against such a plan : Louvois condemned it, and 
yet Yauban held firm to his opinion, with the confidence of a 
man perfectly understanding all he advanced. “ You wish,” 
said he, “ to spare the blood of your soldiers, and this will be 
best effected by fighting in the daylight, without confusion 
and without tumult, without fear of one part of our men 
firing upon another, as too frequently happens. Our object 
is to surprise the enemy ; and they are always in expectation 
of an attack by night : we shall indeed surprise them when 
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SECOND SIEGE, A.D. 1667. 

One of the greatest military exploits of Louis XIV . was 
the conquest of Valenciennes. Since the wars which had 
procured liberty for Holland, the possessors of that city had 
neglected nothing to render it impregnable. The project of 
the Trench monarch was considered as the height of teme- 
rity. In the first place, it was necessary to gain possession 
of two half-moons on the right and on the left. Behind 
these half-moons was a grand crown-work, palisaded, 
frased (strengthened with pointed stakes), and surrounded 
by a fosse intersected by many traverses. In this crown- 
work there was yet a second, well covered and surrounded 
with another fosse. After these had been mastered, there 
was an arm of the Scheld to be crossed ; this being done, a 
fresh work was encountered, called a pate ; behind this pate 
flowed the great stream of the Scheld, deep and rapid, which 
served as a fosse between the pate and the wall ; and this 
wall was supported by large ramparts. All these works 
were covered with cannon. A garrison of nearly four thou- 
sand men, a great quantity of munitions of war and provi- 
sions, the hatred of the citizens for the Trench and their 
affection for their Spanish governor, seemed to promise a 
long and firm resistance. At the head of a formidable army, 
Louis XIV. advanced, seconded by his brother and the 
marshals Humieres, Schomberg, Teuillade, Luxembourg, 
and Lorges. The celebrated Vauban directed all the 
operations. On the 9th of March, 1677, they opened the 
trenches. A few days after, the king called a council 
upon the best means of attacking the outworks with greatest 
regard to the lives of the soldiers. Vauban proposed to 
assault them in open day ; but all the marshals exclaimed 
strongly against such a plan : Louvois condemned it, and 
yet Vauban held firm to his opinion, with the confidence of a 
man perfectly understanding all he advanced. “ You wish,” 
said he, “ to spare the blood of your soldiers, and this will be 
best effected by fighting in the daylight, without confusion 
and without tumult, without fear of one part of our men 
firing upon another, as too frequently happens. Our object 
is to surprise the enemy ; and they are always in expectation 
of an attack by night : we shall indeed surprise them when 
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them from intrenehment to intrenehment, from street to 
street ; and they triumphed before the king could have ima- 
gined the first work they attacked was taken. But this was 
not the most astonishing part of this marvellous affair. It 
was probable that young musketeers, carried away by the 
ardour of success, should rush blindly upon the troops and 
the citizens — that they would perish, or that the city would 
be plundered ; but these warriors, scarcely adolescent, led 
by a cornet named Moissac and a quarter-master named 
Labarre, formed behind some waggons, and whilst the troops, 
which came in crowds, were forming leisurely, other mus- 
keteers got possession of some neighbouring houses, in order 
to protect by their fire those who defended the bridge with 
incredible bravery. They were three times charged by the 
cavalry of the garrison ; but notwithstanding the smallness 
of their numbers, they maintained all they had won. The 
infantry endeavoured to take them in rear, but they there 
encountered the greater part of the black musketeers and 
the grenadiers of the king’s household, who repulsed them 
vigorously. The citizens were astonished ; the city council* 
assembled. They entered into a parley with Moissac, who- 
received and gave hostages. Deputies were sent to the 
king; and all this was done without confusion, without 
tumult, and without the commission of a fault of any kind. 
The city was obliged to submit without capitulation'. The- 
king made the garrison prisoners of war, and entered Valen- 
ciennes, to his own great surprise, as master. This conquest 
only cost him forty men. “ I do not know,” says Larrey, 
“ if history furnishes many examples of an action so sharp 
and prompt, and at the same time so fortunate, and of the 
capture, in so short a time and with so little loss for the 
conquerors, of a great and strong city which wanted nothing 
for its defence. The whole looks like a miracle ; and all was 
attributed to the fortunate rashness of the musketeers.” 
“ It was fortunate,” adds M. de St. Eoix, “because cool- 
ness and prudence completed that which impetuous courage 
had begun. Everything in this affair is characteristic of 
true valour, that valour which elevates man above himself, 
and which often makes him triumph against all probability, 
and in spite of the evident danger into which he seems to 
precipitate himself.” 
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advanced work, which had been retaken and abandoned by 
both parties. At this time, the duke of York addressed a 
proclamation to the inhabitants and the soldiers, whilst he 
sent a second to the municipality and the general. From 
that moment the disorder was irreparable ; the assembled 
inhabitants, supported by the soldiers, compelled the council 
of war to enter into a capitulation : it was signed on the 
28th of July. The companies of the cannoniers of Douai 
and Valenciennes alone took no part in this riot : they had 
served with distinction. The allies lost a great many men 
in the sieges of Conde, Cateau Cambresis, and Valen- 
ciennes. 


LEYDEN. 

A.D. 1574. 

TVe offer as long a sketch of the siege of Leyden a 3 our 
limits will allow, this being a portion of history to which we 
always turn with pleasure : the emancipation of the Nether- 
lands from the domination of Spain is one of the most noble 
efforts in the annals of mankind. 

• ^r 11 ? 1 ? 63 of tlie duke of Alva kad alienated every heart 
m Holland from the court of Spain, and had left none but 
harsh means to his successor, Don Louis, of retaining the 
provinces m their allegiance. Being desirous of distinguish- 
es tl “° U t0 r P °7 er bold . sfcroke > ke sent Francis 
sected in 'iiwr^ 6 ^he environs of this city, inter- 

dll ' e 1 c ! ;ions k 7 c an a ls, presented incredible diffi- 
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S The rapid waters Of the 

imn l-pcm on i° P-Hp avails, assist in rendering Leyden 
i n ?.;°, j , e ’ had already been frequently repute® 

Siin tS’? 611 C ° Unt Louis, entering Flanders, hroug^ 
himself w ab t an ?y* Valdes then once more Pf® 3 gbe 

Hoi 1 mi do T 6 . Le ? den ’ and regularly blockaded 
Hollanders, having fortified all the passages capable tl . 0 oP 

tlie P r °g r ess of the enemy, strengthened ^ 
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CAHOES. 

A.D. 1580. 

Oe 1 the numerous sieges on both sides which marked the 
struggle of Heury IY. of Erance for his crown, we have 
selected that of Cahors as best displaying the character of 
that hero and the men and times he lived in. 

Henry IV., whilst king of Navarre, resolved to gain pos- 
session of Cahors. That city is surrounded on all sides by 
the river Lot, which serves it as a fosse. It had a garrison 
of two thousand men, and Yesins, its governor, was a soldier 
if acknowledged valour and great experience. Its citizens, 
always armed, were never off their guard. Henry assembled 
nis council of war, composed of valiant and tried captains, 
and all pronounced the enterprise hazardous. Their repre- 
sentations were useless. “ Everything is possible to me,” 
said he, “with men as brave as those I consult.” On the 
5th of May, he set out from Montauban, in excessively hot 
weather, and arrived in the middle of the night within 'a 
quarter of a league of Cahors. His troops there quenched- 
their thirst at a fountain which flowed under a nursery 
of young walnut-trees. Twelve soldiers marched forward 
for the purpose of fastening a petard to the gates of the city. 
Eifty men, commanded by Captain Saint Martin, followed 
them closely ; Eoquilaure came next, with forty gentlemen 
and sixty soldiers ; and after them, Henry of Navarre, with 
nine hundred men. Twelve hundred arqnebusiers, in six 
platoons, closed the march. There were three gates to be 
forced. The petard attached to the first made so small an 
opening, that it was necessary to enlarge it with axes. The 
first passed through with difficulty ; but the soldiers who 
followed them had time to file through in sufficiently great 
numbers. A furious storm which raged at the time did not 
permit the inhabitants to distinguish between the noise of 
.the thunder and the report of the petards, which had broken 
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army,' but many wounded. The brave and virtuous Yesins 
had perished early in the contest ; he had a short time before 
done himself great honour, by an act of rare generosity. 
His bravery, degenerating sometimes into ferocity, had made 
him numerous enemies ; among these was a gentleman 
named Begnier, of a mild and polished character. Their 
neighbours and friends had exerted themselves in vain to 
reconcile them. Begnier was a Huguenot, and Vesins a 
Catholic. Whilst the cities of Trance were being stained with 
the blood of Huguenots, Begnier retired to Cahors for safety. 
But the king had made Vesins governor of that city, and 
Begnier was living in daily expectation of being sacrificed to 
the vengeance of his enemy, when his door was broken open, 
and he saw Yesins, with a drawn sword in his hand, and with 
the appearance of furious rage, enter, followed by two armed 
soldiers. Begnier, believing his death certain, fell upon his 
knees and implored the mercy of Heaven. Yesins in a 
menacing voice ordered him to get up, follow him, and 
' mount a horse that was standing at the door. Begnier left 
the city with his enemy, who conducted him as far as Guienne 
without stopping and without speaking a single word to him. 
They arrived together at the chateau of Begnier, where 
Yesins, without alighting from his horse, said to him : “ I 
had it in my power, as thou mayst see, to profit by the 
opportunity I have been so long in search of ; but I should 
have been ashamed to avenge myself thus on a man so brave 
as thou art ; the peril must be equal when our quarrel is 
settled ; and it is on that account. I have spared thy life. 
Thou shalt always find me as disposed to terminate our 
differences in a manner suitable to gentlemen, as thou hast 
found me prompt to deliver thee from an inevitable death.” 
“ I have no longer, my dear Yesins,” replied Begnier, 
“ either resolution, strength, or courage against you. Your 
kindness has extinguished the heat of my enmity : it is 
destroyed by your generosity, which I can never forget. I 
will henceforward follow you whithersoever you go ; I will 
be always ready to employ in your service the life you have 
given me, and the little bravery you attribute to me.” Beg- 
nier wished to embrace his benefactor; but Yesins, preserv- 
ing all the asperity of his character, said : “ It is thy busi- 
^--■"oss to see whether thou art my friend or my enemy ; I only 
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army, but many wounded. The brave and virtuous Vesins 
had perished early in the contest ; he had a short time before 
done himself great honour, by an act of rare generosity. 
His bravery, degenerating sometimes into ferocity, had made 
him numerous enemies ; among these was a gentleman 
named Regnier, of a mild and polished character. Their 
neighbours and friends had exerted themselves in vain to 
reconcile them. Regnier was a Huguenot, and Vesins a 
Catholic. "Whilst the cities of Trance were being stained with 
the blood of Huguenots, Regnier retired to Cahors for safety. 
But the king had made Vesins governor of that city, and 
Regnier was living in daily expectation of being sacrificed to 
the vengeance of his enemy, when his door was broken open, 
and he saw Vesins, with a drawn sword in his hand, and with 
the appearance of furious rage, enter, followed by two armed 
soldiers. Regnier, believing his death certain, fell upon his 
knees and implored the mercy of Heaven. Vesins in a 
menacing voice ordered him to get up, follow him, and 
' mount a horse that was standing at the door. Regnier left 
the city with his enemy, who conducted him as far as Gfuienne 
without stopping and without speaking a single word to him. 
They arrived, together at the chateau of Regnier, where 
Vesins, without alighting from his horse, said to him : “ I 
had it in my power*, as thou mayst see, to profit by the 
opportunity I have been so long in search of ; but I should 
have been ashamed to avenge myself thus on a man so brave 
as thou art ; the peril must be equal when our quarrel is 
settled ; and it is on that account I have spared thy life. 
Thou shalt always find me as disposed to terminate our 
differences in a manner suitable to gentlemen, as thou hast 
found me prompt to deliver thee from an inevitable death.” 
“ I have no longer, "my dear Vesins,” replied Regnier, 
“ either resolution, strength, or courage against you. Your 
kindness has extinguished the heat of my enmity : it is 
destroyed by your generosity, which I can never forget. I 
will henceforward follow you whithersoever you go ; I will 
be always ready to employ in your service the life you have 
given me, and the little bravery you attribute to me.” Reg- 
nier wished to embrace his benefactor; but Vesins, preserv- 
ing all the asperity of his character, said : “ It is thy busi- 
ness to see whether thou art my friend or my enemy ; I only 
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SECOND SIEGE, A.D. 1579. 

Three years after the first revolt, this place was invested 
by the celebrated prince of Parma, governor of Plunders. 
This general, having secured his quarters and encamped in 
face of Maestricht, directed a numerous park of artillery 
against it. Mondragone was charged with the blockade on 
the side of Wyck. In a short time the cireumvallation was 
secured ; and, simultaneously, the Meuse was closed, both 
below and above the city, by two bridges of boats, suffi- 
ciently solid to deprive the enemy of all chance of entrance 
to the place by water. These bridges served at the same 
time as means of communication to the army spread over 
both banks of the river. The trenches were opened. The 
garrison, being small, could not risk many sorties, but they 
made some with success. Two attacks were formed : one at 
the Brussels gate, and the other opposite the curtain which 
was between the gate of Hoxter and that of the Cross. 
"When the trenches were sufficiently advanced, Hierges set 
his batteries playing. The Spaniards had already arrived at 
the counterscarp, and were endeavouring to debouch in the 
fosse, to fill it promptly and second the operations of the 
artillery. The Brussels gate was defended by a good rave- 
lin and a large cavalier, which, impeded the progress of the 
besiegers greatly. It was battered by some pieces of large 
cannon ; but the audacity of the besieged seemed to increase 
with their peril. The Spaniards on their part redoubled 
their efforts ; their ardour was indefatigable ; they emu- 
lated each other in braving dangers. Within the walls, the 
citizens and the countrymen who had there sought refuge, 
vied with the most practised soldiers in intrepidity. The 
women themselves became redoubtable warriors : three 
companies of them were formed, one of which was employed 
at the counter-mines, and the others did garrison duty. 
They appeared on the ramparts by the side of the bravest 
soldiers ; they cheerfully shared the painful labours of the 
pioneers, and entered warmly into the repairs of old fortifi- 
cations, or the erection of new ones. The besiegers, how- 
ever, remained masters of the fosse, and the breach appeared 
sufficiently practicable for an assault to be attempted. A 
signal was given .for one ; but the Spaniards, after making 
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one on the -walls but some sentinels buried in sleep. He 
informed the general of this. The troops were commanded 
to follow him : the breach was mounted, and the city taken. 
The carnage was so frightful, that scarcely four hundred per- 
sons were spared. The life of the brave Tappin, the gover- 
nor of Maestricht, was however saved, out of respect for his 
character. The besiegers lost two thousand live hundred 
men ; but a booty of a million of crowns of gold, and the 
conquest of an important city, compensated for their fatigues 
and perils. 

THIRD SIEGE, A.D. 1G32. 

In 1632 Maestricht was reduced by the prince of Orange, 
and was confirmed to the Dutch in 16-13. 

FOURTH SIEGE, A.D. 1673. 

On the 10th of June, Louis XIY. appeared before 
Maestricht with an army of forty thousand men. This 
place, esteemed one of the keys of the Netherlands and the 
United Provinces, was defended by a garrison of five thou- 
sand men, and by an intrepid governor, named Parjaux, a 
Prenchman by birth, but in the service of Holland. On 
the 17th the trenches were opened, and five batteries were 
directed against the city. Vauban, who in this siege first dis- 
tinguished himself, employed the parallels invented by some 
Italian engineers in the service of the Turks, before Candia. 
He added places of arms in the trenches, to draw up troops 
in battle order, aud the better to rally them in the event of 
sorties. Louis proved himself, in this famous expedition, 
more particular and laborious than he had ever been. By 
his example he accustomed a nation till that time accused 
of having nothing but a brilliant courage which fatigue 
easily exhausted, to patience in labour and endui’auce in 
protracted operations. As long as the siege lasted, he was 
up the whole night, from ten o’clock in the evening till five 
in the morning. After having ordered everything he thought 
necessary for the attack, he retired to his tent to take some 
repose till dinner-time. On leaving table, he mounted on 
horseback to make the tour of the lines and visit the 
quarters : in consequence of this, the companions of his 
labours went to the assaults and performed their duties in 
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capitulation. The remains of the garrison retired with, the 
honours of war, and the inhabitants retained their privileges. 
This conquest cost Trance nearly eight thousand men ; the 
besieged lost more than three thousand. 


FIFTH SIEGE, A..D. 1676. 

Louis XIV., aware of the importance of his victory, 
placed in the city a garrison of six thousand foot and twelve 
hundred horse. Three years after, the prince of Orange laid 
siege to Maestricht with an army of twenty-five thousand 
men, whilst the duke of Villa-Hermosa on one side, and the 
count de Waldeck on the other, intrenched in advantageous 
posts, watched the operations of the Trench, and held them- 
selves in readiness to prevent their succouring the besieged. 
The count de Calvo commanded in Maestricht, in the ab- 
sence of Marshal d’Estrades, the governor. This officer was 
a Catalan, in the service of Trance ; the king had not a braver 
soldier ; but as he had all his life served in the cavalry, he was 
thought to be more in his place at the head of a squadron of 
horse than of a garrison. As soon as the place was invested, 
he assembled the principal officers : “ Gentlemen,” said he, 
“ I have served all my life as a cavalry officer, and have very 
little acquaintance with the defence of cities. All that I 
know is that I will never surrender. Concert among you 
the means of an ' obstinate and insurmountable resistance, 
and I will undertake to have them executed with as much 
vigour as celerity.” The frankness of the commander won 
ali hearts, and the confidence he placed in his subalterns 
elevated and expanded their minds. There was established, 
without pi'ide, mistrust, or jealousy, a communication of 
ideas which saved the city, and which places the name of 
Calvo among the few that will descend to posterity. 

Calvo made a vigorous and considerable sortie, the com- 
mencement of which was fortunate. The prince of Orange, 
informed of what was going on in the trenches, flew to the 
succour of his people with the greatest courage, drove back 
the Trench with the sword to their gates, and being wounded 
:n the arm, exclaimed to those who had fought without spirit, 
*■ This is the way you should act, gentlemen ! It is you 
ffho have caused the wound for which you appear to enter- 
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SIXTH SIEGE, A.D. 1718. 

“ Peace is in Maestrieht,” said the Marshal do Saxe. It 
was with preparations for this siege that the campaign of 
174S commenced. It was necessary to secure all the pas- 
sages, to force an army to retreat, to render it powerless for 
action, to deceive the enemy, and leave his own troops in 
ignorance of his secret. Marshal Saxo succeeded in all 
this ; he only communicated his views to M. do Cremillo ; 
he made the allies believe that his object was Buda, and ho 
went, at the head of twenty-five thousand men, to conduct 
' a convoy to Bergeu-op-Zoom, feigning to turn his back 
towards Maestricht. Three divisions advanced upon Tirle- 
mont, Tongres, and Luxembourg ; and at length all four 
took their route towards Maestricht. The enemy quitted 
their posts precipitately, abandoned immense magazines, 
and knew nothing of the designs of tho count de Saxe until 
it was too late to oppose them. Tho city was invested, 
without a possibility of any succour being introduced. Tho 
siege was pushed on with vigour. The baron d’Aylva, tho 
governor, and the count de Marshal commanding tho 
Austrian garrison, displayed in vain all their skill to disputo 
the ground, and drivo back tho besiegers. They were on 
the point of submitting to tho conqueror, when a courier, 
despatched by the duke of Cumberland, came to announce 
the cessation of hostilities, and to confirm the saying of 
Marshal Saxe with which we commenced this article. 

There is scarcely a siege on record which does not convey 
a lesson to students in the military art, even to experienced 
. generals, and above all to kings or ministers directing a "war 
— the. lesson in this is secrecy before the attempt: had 
Maurice de Saxe told all the World what was the ob ject of 
his preparations, he might as well have attempted to besiege 
the moon as Maestricht. 

Maestricht was besieged in vain by the French, under 
Meranda, in 1793, but yielded to the troops of that country, 
commanded by Kleber, in 1794, after eleven days of open 
trenches. 
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city is won! Vive luMessc! Vive hi Mcx'l'!" which was 
their rallying cry. Fifteen endgus of font ami ten emmets 
of horse came to their assistance. The Swi.-.* w ere approach- 
ing likewise. But an accident they might have prevented, 
disconcerted the enterprise. They had forgotten t<> take 
possession of the portcullis of the St, dames gate ; and the 
citizens, ou perceiving this omission, rushed to the top of it, 
let it down, and thus impeded the entrance of the French. 
The whole people took up arms, every man became a ; ohlier. 
The enraged citizens combined instantly to drive out an 
enemy who aimed at their property and their lives. Nu 
much in earnest were they, that they took the money from 
their purses, and moulded or cut it into bullet a with their 
teeth, and loaded their guns with it. The wunnn disputed 
with the men the glory of defending their country. Thu 
disconcerted French were surrounded, pursued, ami com- 
pletely routed. In vain the duke endeavoured to withdraw 
them from the rage of the Flemings : they were all killed, 
wounded, or taken prisoners. Fifteen hundred were left on 
the field of battle; among whom Were persons of tin? most 
illustrious houses in France : the Flemings did not lose a 
huudred men. 


SECOND SIEGE, A.D. 1035. 

This is considered oue of the most remarkable sieges of 
modern times, from its cause, the parties concerned, the 
events, and the result. 

The prince of Parma presented himself, in 1GS5, before 
Antwerp, at the head of a powerful army. His operations 
commenced by the attack of the forts of Lillo and Lie.-dcn- 
stoeeh, constructed by the Dutch upon the banks of the 
Seheld. The Italians conceived a stratagem which very 
much facilitated the capture of this hist fort. They got toge- 
ther a large number of wuggous, loaded with green hay, to 
which they set fire. The wind carried the smoke directly 
towards the fort. Smothered and stilled by this cloud, the 
garrison, were constrained to draw a littlo on one side, and 
the besiegers taking advantage of this short absence, 
mounted the ramparts, and carried the place. The prince 
was not so fortunate at Lillo. Mondragone, not having 
attacked it briskly enough, allowed a reinforcement to enter, 
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devised was made to thwart the construction ot‘ the fatal 
bridge which was to reduce Antwerp. 

To prevent or retard this work, and destroy what was 
done, several singular vessels were employed, which were to 
be filled with fireworks. The redoubts the prince had 
built on the banks of the river interfered with the cruises of 
the 'Antwerp frigates; a vessel of enormous size was con- 
structed, provided with large guns, for the purpose of attack- 
ing them. This immense mass in some sort resembled a 
floating fortress. The besieged conceived such magnificent 
hopes from this vessel, that they named it The End of the 
War ; a boastful title, of which the skill and activity of the 
prince of Parma made the vanity known. 

Already the staccadoes, which formed the hutments of 
each end of the bridge, approached completion, in spite of 
the efforts of the citizens, who gave unceasingly brave and 
sanguinary battle. In one of these conflicts, JUoubais took 
Teligny prisoner, a captain equally bravo and skilful. The 
count of Iiohenloe was named in his place. This able officer 
did everything possible, both by land and on the Scheld, to 
impede the operations of the besiegers. But, notwithstand- 
ing all his efforts, they at length succeeded in procuring a 
sufficient number of vessels to close the river in the middle 
of its course ; and, on the 25tli of February, 15S5, the bridge 
was entirely finished. 

The spot for this famous bridge was chosen between the 
villages of Ordain aud Calloo, because the bed of the river 
was narrower there than at any other part. Its 'ourso 
made a marked elbow, which would prevent the vt «t> els of 
the enemy from sailing full upon the bridge. On o n. men- 
cingit they had driven, on each side of the Scheld, long rows 
of large piles, which were continued as far as the depth of 
the river would permit. They were joined together trans- 
versely, and in all their length, with very strong and solid 
pieces of wood: this formed what they called staccadoes: that 
of Calloo was two hundred feet long, and that of Ordam 
nine hundred. The space left between them was twelve 
hundred and fifty feet. Upon each of these was formed a 
kind of place of arms, capable of containing a body of 
troops sufficient to defend it, and to protect the vessels 
which were to continue the bridge. These were lined by a 
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a present of all the materials, after the capture of 
Antwerp. _ . 

The city, however, neglected nothing that might impede 
or destroy this astonishing undertaking. It retained in its 
service a celebrated Italian engineer, named Frederic (iiam- 
belli, a native of Mantua, it was ho who invented amt 
brought into play those destructive vessels since known by 
the name of infernal machines, 'they were built of very 
thick and solidly-joined timbers, among which were con- 
structed chambers for mines, proportioned to their sue. 
These were formed of good bricks and mortar, and required 
but one light to set lire to the powder with which they 
were tilled. These terrible vessels were loaded with blocks 
of stone, bullets of different calibres, in short, with all sorts 
of materials of great weight, heaped together as closely as 
possible, in order that the elfeet of the mine might bo 
increased by the resistance opposed to it. Giambelli em- 
ployed more than eight months m getting everything ready. 
The large vessel of which wo have before spoken was not so 
soon completed. It was a ship with two very lofty decks : 
the under one was armed with several large and small can- 
non ; the tipper was a large place of arms, whereon were a 
number of troops, who from the elevation of that dock could 
keep up a warm lire of musketry. This enormous vessel had 
but two large masts of equal size, placed at the two extremi- 
ties, and of nearly the same shape. To facilitate its approach 
to the redoubts constructed by Urn royalists upon the banks 
of the river, it was quite Hat, and only sunk into the water 
in proportion to its weight, being kept afloat upon a vast 
rate of enormous beams, supported by empty barrels. Such 
were the means to which the inhabitants of Antwerp had 
recourse to keep open the navigation of Iho Seheld. They 
had placed all their hopes in them. Tho confederates were 
expected to aid their endeavours. A, great number of armed 
vessels awaited near Lillo tho effects of tho infernal ma- 
chines, with, the view of acting at tho same time. They 
attempted to recapturo the fort of Liesteustoeoh, and suc- 
ceeded. 

On the 4th of April at length appeared on tho river 
the two redoubtable machines called Fortune and Hope, fol- 
lowed by some smaller vessels. They wero left to the tide. 
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redoubts built on the banks of the river, on the Brabant 
side. The men on board commenced a brisk lire : they 
amounted to more than a thousand ; they supported the 
effects of the lower cannon by a continual discharge of mus- 
ketry ; they landed for the purpose of attacking a redoubt ; 
but in this they failed. The fort braved their batteries, and 
their' assaults proved useless. On the other side, their 
enormous vessel was so knocked about by the artillery of 
the redoubt, that they bad much difficulty in repairing it, 
and rendering it capable of being employed again. A second 
attempt was as unfortunate as the first ; and all the efforts 
made afterwards, either to carry the works or break down 
the bridge, proved equally fruitless. The most memorable 
of the combats fought on these occasions was that of the 
counter-dyke. The field of battle was only seventeen feet 
wide. The townspeople were desirous of carrying it, at any 
price. Animated by the example and exhortations of Sainte- 
Aldegonde and the count of Hohenloe, they more than 
once repulsed the royalists, and believed themselves masters 
of the object of their generous efforts. But, overwhelmed 
by the number of their enemies, rather than conquered, 
they yielded their triumph, and retreated within the walla 
of their city, having lost two thousand five hundred men 
and thirty ships. After this bloody victory, which had 
cost him more than a thousand men, the prince of Parma 
took from the besieged all the neighbouring posts that 
belonged to them, and shut them up closely in their city. 
Despair was then at its height ; the citizens had no other 
prospect but the horrors of starvation from famine, -which 
began to be not only dreaded but felt, or the painful neces- 
sity of yielding to the conqueror. The people assembled, 
and openly opposed the leaders who wished to continue the 
defence ; and it became necessary to enter into negotiations. 
Deputies were sent to the prince of Parma to arrange the 
articles of surrender. Sainte-Aldegonde, who was at their 
head, protracted for two months, under various pretexts, 
the conclusion of the treaty, believing by this skilful delay 
he should give time for the succours he expected to come 
up. At length, on the 17th of August, 1585, the capitula- 
tion was signed. The conqueror then made his public 
entrance into the city, with all the pomp of a triumph. 
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■were desirous of enrolling themselves. The knights in the 
fort were much chagrined at this ; the embarrassment of 
their situation was increased by a letter lrom De la V alette, 
who wrote to them with much sternness and hauteur, that 
he willingly gave them their dismissal ; that for one knight 
who appeared discouraged by the greatness of the danger, 
ten intrepid soldiers presented themselves, who earnestly 
asked to brave it; and that he was about to send this fresh 
garrison to take their post. “ lid urn to the convent, 1111/ 
brethren ,” added he, “you will be more in snjety there ; ninl, 
on our part, we shall be more at ease concernin' / the preserva- 
tion of an important place, upon which depends the salvation 
of the isle and of our whole order.” The knights felt very 
sensibly the contempt with which they were treated. They 
could not conceal from themselves that by giving up the 
place to recruits they should be covered with shame. 
“ How,” said they to each other, ** shall we support the 
sight of the grand master, and the reproaches of our 
brethren, if the new garrison should bo fortunate enough to 
maintain itself in its post? "What spot on the earth could 
we then find to conceal our shame and our grief?” Tho 
natural result of this reflection was to meet death rather 
than be replaced by this militia, or to abandon tho fort to 
the Turks. Although the grand master foresaw, and even 
prepared for this repentance, he at first would not bo softened 
by it. The knights, terrified at seeing their supplications 
rejected, asked pardon in the most submissive terms, and 
caused their prayers to be seconded by worthy men in full 
possession of his confidence. Ho at last affected to bo 
appeased, and consented that these brave knights should 
perish on the breach. It is probable that to the address 
of De la Valette on this occasion the preservation of Malta 
was due. This fort held out so long, that the pacha could 
not refrain from saying, as he entered it, “ What will the 
lather do, if the son, who is so small, has cost us so many 
brave soldiers ?” [From that time he saw that the conquest 
ot Malta was impossible, and turned his thoughts to 
retreating with credit. To intimidate the knights, ho hung 
the bodies of all of the order whom he found among the 
dead, and more particularly those who had a faint breath of 
life left. He ordered them to be opened, their hearts to bo 
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OSTEND. 

A.D. 1601—1604. 

This celebrated siege, undertaken by the Spaniards, lasted 
three years and seventy-eight days, and, up to the moment 
of its termination, doubts were entertained of their success. 
The besieged, constantly succoured both by sea and land, 
were unable to tire out the courage and patience of the 
besiegers, who pushed on their attacks without relaxation, 
amidst the greatest obstacles. It would be difficult to count 
the number of batteries they erected, the assaults they 
made, or the mines they sprung. The last were so frequent, 
that they might be said to work more beneath the earth 
than upon its surface. All the resources of art u T ere ex- 
hausted in the attack and defence. Machines were invented. 
The earth and the ocean by turns favoured the two parties, 
seconding and destroying alternately the works of the 
Spaniards and the Dutch, who advanced no work upon the 
land which the sea did not appear to hasten to destroy. 
This siege cost the Dutch more than seventy thousand men, 
and more than ten millions of Drench money. Their adver- 
sary likewise lost immensely. The slaughter was terrible 
on both sides. Both parties were more eager to inflict death 
upon their enemies than to save their own lives. At length 
the besieged, after having seen nine commanders perish suc- 
cessively, did not abandon the little heap of ruins on which 
they had concentrated themselves, and which they contested 
foot by foot, until it seemed to disappear from under them : 
an honourable capitulation was granted. The enemy was 
* surprised to see march from untenable ruins more than four 
thousand vigorous soldiers, whom the abundance they had 
lived in during the whole siege had kept in the best health. 
In addition to a numerous artillery, a prodigious quantity 
of provisions and munitions was found in the city. The 
archduke, who had begun this celebrated expedition, witk 
the infanta his wife, had the curiosity to go and view the 
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•SECOND SIEGE, A.D. 1022. 

The court of Madrid had placed at the head of sixty 
thousand men the famous Spinola. This general, to carry 
out the intentions of his master, entered the territories of 
Holland, and presented himself before Bergen-op-Zoom. 
Tho Spaniards took their posts, erected their batteries, 
thundered against the ramparts, gave many assaults, and 
caused the timid among the besieged to tremble ; but the 
prince of Orange having thrown in succours, tho besiegers 
retired on the 2nd of October, with the loss of ten thousand 
men, after two months of useless efforts, leaving Bergcn-op- 
Zoom her glorious title of a Maiden City. 


THIRD SIEGE, A.D. 17-17. 

During more than a century this jJftiidcn remained intact, 
but in October, 17-17, she was deprived of the proud title by 
the illustrious and impetuous Lowendahl. In order not to 
lose the fruits of the memorable day of Lanfold, Louis XV. 
commanded the siege of this important place. In describing 
it, we will avail ourselves of the words of Voltaire : — 

“ Siege was laid to Bergen-op-Zoom, a place esteemed 
impregnable, less because the celebrated and ingenious 
Cohorn had there displayed all his art, than from its being 
constantly supplied with all it could want by the Scheld, 
which forms an arm of the sea behind it. In addition to 
these defences and a numerous garrison, there were lines 
near the fortifications, and in those lines a body of troops, 
which might at any moment assist the city. Of all the 
sieges ever undertaken, this was, perhaps, the’ most difficult. 
The count de Lowendahl, who had already taken a part of 
Dutch Brabant; was charged with this enterprise. The 
allies and the Drench, the besieged and the besiegers, were 
all equally of opinion that the undertaking would fail : 
Lowendahl was almost the only person who reckoned upon 
success. The allies neglected nothing : the garrison was 
reinforced ; succours, provisions, and munitions, were thrown 
in from the Scheld ; the artillery was well served ; the be- 
sieged made frequent sorties ; the troops from the lines were 
constant in their attacks, and mines were sprung in several 
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kinds, and provisions, which the cities of Holland had sent 
to the besieged. Upon the chests which contained them 
there was printed in large characters, To the invincible 
gaeeison ob Beegen-op-Zooh. Louis XV., on learning 
the news of this event, made the count de Lowendalil a 
marshal of France. The surprise of London was great, but 
the consternation of the United Provinces was extreme. 
The army of the allies was discouraged.” 

The count de Lowendahl, in the letter he wrote the day 
after the capture to Marshal de Saxe, estimated his loss 
at four hundred men only, and that of the enemy at five 
thousand. 


MAGDEBURG-. 

A.D. 1631. 

The city of Magdeburg, capital of a duchy of the same 
name in Lower Saxony, had entered into an alliance with 
Gustavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, and had granted him 
a passage over its bridge of the Elbe, by which the Impe- 
rialists were driven from the flat country. But the Austrian 
general Tilly returned, and blockaded the place very closely. 
The electors of Brandenburg and Saxony, disapproving of 
the conduct of the inhabitants of Magdeburg, resolved to 
maintain their connection with the emperor, and to assemble 
their arriere-ban, to oppose the king of Sweden. Tilly left 
some troops to continue the blockade, and marched with the 
bulk of his forces to Frankfort-on-the-Oder, where he joined 
Torquato-Conti ; he then crossed the electorate to attack 
' the Swedes, who were making progress in Mecklenburg. 
But the fortune of Gustavus Adolphus had an ascendancy 
over that of the imperial general. The king of Sweden left 
Mecklenburg, crossed the Oder, took Lanesberg and 
Frankfort, and then turned suddenly towards Berlin, for 
the purpose of succouring Magdeburg, which Tilly was 
now besieging in person. Gustavus Adolphus advanced 
beyond Potsdam, and the Imperialists, who held Branden- 
burg and Rathenau, fell back, at his approach, upon the 
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corpses, some still palpitating, lying in perfect nakedness ; 
the cries of the murdered and. the shouts of their murderers 
mingled in the air, and inspired horror and disgust. In this 
cruel butchery perished nearly all the citizens : only fourteen 
hundred were saved. These had shut themselves up in the 
dome, and obtained their pardon of Tilly. To massacres, 
very naturally succeeded conflagi’ations ; the flames arose 
from all parts, and in a few hours, private houses and public 
edifices only formed one heap of ashes. It seems scarcely 
credible, hut only one hundred and forty houses were left 
standing of this noble city. Twelve hundred maidens, it is 
said, drowned themselves to avoid dishonour. All Gfermany, 
friends as well as enemies, pitied the fate of this city, and 
deplored the melancholy extirpation of its inhabitants. The 
cruelty of the Imperialists created the more horror, from 
history presenting but few examples of such shocking 
inhumanity. 


TURIN. 

A.D. 1706. 

Louis XIV. having recalled, the duke of Vendome from 
Italy, to place him at the head of the troops in Flanders, 
substituted for him the duke de la IVuillade, the son of the 
famous marshal who erected a stat’-e to his king in the 
Place des Victoires. Some few attacks had been already 
made upon Turin. La Feuillade continued them with an 
army of forty-six squadrons and a hundred battalions. He 
hoped to take this city, and, as his reward, looked for a 
marshal’s baton. The minister Chamillard, his father-in- 
law, who was very partial to him, spared no means to assure 
him the victory. “ The imagination,” says Voltaire, “ is ter- 
rified at the preparations for this siege. Readers not accus- 
tomed to enter into these matters, will perhaps be glad to 
find here of what these immense and useless preparations 
consisted. 

“A hundred and forty pieces of cannon were brought 
up, and it is to be observed that each mounted cannon costs 
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the south, with Italians and Lorrains. In a second recon- 
naissance, the marshal went so close to the quarters of 
Fuensaldagne, that some of his officers represented to him. 
that he would expose himself to an almost certain defeat if 
the Spaniards availed themselves of the opportunity offered. 
“ Oh! there is nothing to fear,” said Turenne ; “they will 
employ more time in consulting and holding council than it 
will take me to examine their lines.” He was right : the 
Spaniards did not put themselves in motion till he was out 
of sight. Terrified by these formidable lines, none of the 
French generals dared attempt to succour Arras ; Turenne 
alone maintained that certainly some weak point would be 
found 'if they were attacked by night ; he often conversed 
with his officers on the conduct to be observed on entering 
intrencliments, and upon the means of overcoming all the 
obstacles that art can oppose to valour. The court were of 
the opinion of Turenne, and gave orders for an attack on the 
24th of August. 

The principal effort was to be made against the quarter of 
Don Ferdinand de Solis, and on the part nearest to that of 
Fuensaldague : these points had been considered as the 
weakest or the most remote from the prince de Conde, whose 
activity and talents they dreaded, and from the French, 
whose vivacity and vigilance were likewise formidable. To 
divert the attention of the enemy and divide their forces, 
false attacks were to be made at the same time : one on the 
quarter of the prince de Conde, another upon the most dis- 
tant part of the camp of Fuensaldagne, and the third upon, 
the lines of the prince of Lorraine. At sunset, the armies 
crossed the Scarpe upon four bridges, the soldiers being 
provided with hurdles and fascines. The march was con- 
ducted with good order and in profound silence ; its preci- 
sion was such, that the troops arrived exactly at the time 
appointed for forming a junction with Marshal d’Hocquin- 
court. "Without waiting for him, marshals Turenne and De 
la Ferte marched directly to the lines, from which they were 
distant half a league : favoured by a dark night, in which the 
moon only appeared at intervals, and lighted only by the fires 
of the matches of the musketeers, they marched till within a 
hundred paces of their works, without the enemy’s having 
the least suspicion of the enterprise. Here the report of 
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prince was obliged to fall bade. A sortie of the garrison of 
Arras made him hasten his retrograde movement the more, 
Conde and Turenne, in face of cadi other, divined who their 


opponent was by his inuuamvres. Tho prudent Turenno 
did not pursuo "Coudo; tho marquis do Bollotbnds, not so 
wise, attacked liis rear-guard at tho passage of the Searpe, 
and was repulsed with loss. Still formidable in tho midst 
of a reverse. Condo left his intreuchmonts, liko a general 
quitting a camp ho is tired of occupying, rallied his scat- 
tered troops, and retired to Cambrai, always presenting a 
bold and redoubtablo front to bis enemies. His lino retreat, 


in' which ho covered tho conquered Spaniards, formed a 
striking contrast with tho shameful flight of tho arehduko 
find tho count do Puensaldagne, who escaped with a few 
squadrons through some French baggage-waggons. Turenno 
lost but few' men, but ho was wounded; tho loss of tho 


Spaniards amounted to threo thousand men, sixty-threo 
cannon, two thousand horses, two thousand waggons, and 
all the equipages of the army. To recompense the eminent 
services rendered to tho Spaniards by the prince do Conde, 
the king of Spain wrote to him iu tho following words : — 
“ My cousin, I was told that all was lost, but your highness 
has saved everything.” Tho glory of Turenno was at its 
height; nevertheless a priest, intoxicated with power, dared 
for a time to rob him of tho honours of his triumph: 
Mazarin caused all the success of this day to bo attributed 
to himself by an infant monarch, whom ho led by tho hand. 
At that time people feigned to believe him, but now pos- 
terity avenges Turenne, and he enjoys the glory duo to 
him. 


Buonaparte had no faith in retreats ; he said a general’s 
only business was to conquer. His error, as a great captain, 
is proved by his history ; he never knew how to retreat, and 
the consequence was St. Helena. In this siege we behold 
Jonde’a retreat very little inferior in glory to Turenne’a 
victory. 
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raaqq qnqs oqs ‘aouojap aqq qstsst? usqq jaqqsJ epadenr 
pjnoji iaqq SrrjJsaj pas ‘narao.ii ‘pagujaq oqq jo souo aqq 
pjsaq aqg •inicp? oqq 8 as 3 pus ‘saqs3 aqq qnqs ‘qjoj aq? 
ojtn J]asaaq Aiajqq aqs 5 jaq pangjnd /aqq pns *paads qsaq 
jaq qc pap aqg -jaq Soipnnoxms jo qcnod oqq uo Bjonboij 
jo afqjsd s ppqaq pas ‘sqaqnq jo Satsstq oqq pauaq oqs 
aaqu ‘aonaJAiS^j -qg oqq jo sqasq aqq no* gatqjSAA bcaa *aSs jo 
sjsaJk uaaqjp treqq oaout a{qqq ‘sajaqoaaA ap aqasiouiapsjq 

■ejapcai jno oq qi SaiAiS qsxsaj qouuco aAv 
^aousqsrauoqo sqt m Xisnipjosjqxa iaaA pus'auo jo aanqsu oqq 
jo Smaq 'qtqs 'aSaia s pauwaq 8q qouuso siqq noaonny 
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herself in haste, advanced alono along tho covered way, 
gained the redoubt before tho enemy could scale it, lived 
at them, and at every shot brought down an assailant. 
They were astonished and terrified, and were on the point 
of flying before a woman, when the approach of a body of 
Trench completed their dispersion. 

Thus we see as much courage and presence of mind may 
be displayed in a siege in which there is only ono defender, 
as if numerous hosts were engaged. 


STRALSUXD. 

A.D. 1713. 

Charles XII. of Sweden, when he had talcen refuge ia 
Turkey, after being beaten by Peter of Russia, at length 
exhausted the obstinacy which had detained him so long at 
Demirtocka, meditating on means to excite the Ottoman 
Porte against his great rival, passed all at once, with charac- 
teristic energy, from excessive inactivity to equall} r excessive 
exertion. He set out from Demirtocka with prodigious 
speed, crossed the hereditary states of the emperor, Pran- 
conia and Mecklenburg, on horseback, and arrived at 
Stralsund when least expected. His first proceeding was 
to protest against the sequestration of the city of Stettin. 
He hastened to declare that, not having made any conven- 
tion, he was not obliged to recognise that which bis generals 
bad done in bis absence to place Pomerania and Stettin in 
a state of sequestration. "With a character so obstinate as 
that of this prince, no other argument could he employed 
hut force. Frederick "William, king of Prussia, declared 
that he would not allow the Swedes to enter Saxony, and 
immediately joined the league of the Russians, Saxons, and 
Hanoverians. In order to force, with the strong hand, the 
kmg of Sweden to hold his engagements, he ordered a body 
of Prussian troops to advance close to Stettin. Charles XII. 
took possession of Anclam, "Wolgaste, and Gripswalde, in 
which were Prussian garrisons ; nevertheless, with a slight 
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“■Well,” rejoined the king, “what has the bomb to do with 
the letter I am dictating to you ? Go on ! ” "When ho 
saw the breach open, he wanted to defend it in person, tho 
besiegers threatening to give a general assault. His 
generals threw themselves at his feet to conjure him not to 
risk his life so uselessly. Seeing their prayers had no effect, 
they pointed out to him the danger to which ho exposed 
himself of falling into the hands of his enemies. This 
apprehension at length made him determine to abandon tho 
city. He embarked in a light boat, in which ho passed, 
favoured by the darkness, through the Danish fleet which 
blockaded Stralsund, and gained with much trouble one of 
his own vessels, which conveyed him to Sweden. Fourteen 
years before, he had left this city as a conqueror about to 
subdue the world ; he returned thither a fugitive, pursued 
•by his enemies, despoiled of his finest provinces, and aban- 
doned by his army. As soon as the king was gone, the 
garrison of Stralsund capitulated, and surrendered them- 
selves prisoners of war. 


FBEDEEIKSHALL. 

A.D. 1718. 

Chaeies XII. being desirous, for the second time, of 
making the conquest of Norway, laid siege to Frederiks- 
hall, an important place, situated at the mouth of the river 
Tistendall, near the Channel of Denmark. It was in the 
month of December, 1718. The winter was severe, and the 
cold killed a number of soldiers. The works, nevertheless, 
advanced quickly, and the city was soon pressed very 
closely. 

“ On the 11th of December,” says Voltaire, “ the king 
went, at nine o’clock in the evening, to visit the trenches, 
and not finding the parallels advanced to his mind, he 
appeared much dissatisfied. M. Megrel, a French engineer, 
who conducted the siege, assured him that the place would 
be taken in eight days. ‘We shall see,’ said the king, and 
continued hi3 examination of the works, in company with 
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Austrians, ile had the address to insinuate himself so 
completely into the good graces of the commander, that he 
had liberty to walk among all the works, to become acquainted 
with the places of all the sentinels and of all the corps-de 
garde ; he frequently saw the Austrians, prisoners like him- 
self, intrigued in the city, and regularly informed General 
Laudon of all he saw, perceived, or imagined, that would 
facilitate the surprise of Schweidnitz. According to these 
instructions, the general drew up his plan of attack, which 
he executed in the night between the 30th of September 
and the 1st of October. He distributed twenty battalions 
in four attacks, one upon the Breslau gate, another upon 
the’ Striegau gate, the third upon the fort of Boeckendorff, 
and the fourth upon the 'Water fort. M. de Zastrow, 
governor of Schweidnitz, having some suspicions of the 
enemy’s intentions, called his garrison to arms about the 
middle of the night, and spread them about the works ; hut 
he committed the faults of not giving his officers instructions 
how to act, of not sending cavalry to a certain distance on 
the look-out, and of not discharging fire-bombs to throw a 
light upon the approach of the enemy. The Austrians 
advanced to the palisades, without being discovered. There 
were only twelve cannon fired upon them, and the musketry 
was so weak that it did them no harm. The guard of the 
Striegau gate was surprised, and they penetrated thence 
through the works. During this confusion, the Austrian 
prisoners threw off the mask, took possession of the interior 
gate of the city, threw it open to the enemy’s advancing 
troops, and made themselves masters of the whole place. 
The only person who held out was the commander of the 
Water fort ; but his resistance was useless. .Such an unex- 
pected misfortune changed all the plans of the king of 
Prussia, who could only, during the remainder of this cam- 
paign, defend, against a superior enemy, the fortresses and 
territories. he had left. 

SECOND SIEGE, A.D. 1762. 

< The principal object of the next campaign was, for the 
king of Prussia, the recapture of Schweidnitz. [Frederick 
had not one man more than was requisite for the execution. 



*~;3J tn uaqcq waM. eutnjtqsny 

uod’n Xraqqcq jaqqouc qqtAA 
waqq ojoav sqaqooou i ojaqq 
c i pouaqqifaoi sc.u pipMcrf 
pjynj aqq tjjwsuitij uuuu OxWia eqq jo tqtcqap aqq aqcq oq 
paSjiqo scav qouapa-qi -smqd stq f[c paqJCAiqq pm; somtn stq 
pom 

p3» .’ ■ " 

oqj. .. . ' . 

no qsnd oq' Mp-io tn ‘zqtuptaAvqog ejojgq ‘jgqmaqdgg 
j 0 oq? 130 ‘nosiad tn pamcdaj bisstuj jo Satq oq^ 
v«ow ptrcsuoqq uggqauoj jo qunotac oqq oq pguassaj eq ppicm 
qqSoajqBucissnJ^ aqq puc ‘zqinptaiiqog uostxicSoq Xicesaoan 
nom pucsnoqq Jtioj Xq jscoj qc pguaqcaAt oq pptoAt /out; 
ninssiuj oqq i Jaqscra Jtasanq japuaa pptoqs oq ‘aougiqcd 
oj^q n qqtiv ‘qotqiv jo ‘Aqto t; jo qno qojcm oq uatn pace 


®ql 'PoqsaaqVi puc uoqtjoq stjav ‘tqtaj qc suctsstu^ aqq 
paqotjqqt? ‘nc[ajg-ug 3 ncq; j 0 aquoi aqq qooq tmt!(p pjqsjBj^ 
•aaasoJoj prq ctssruj jo Smq aqq sc pauaddcq SuiqqXigAg; 
•nj 3 Aaa jo aouud aqq Xq uaqcq aq oq tqiaj jo qsod oqq 
pasuvD oq qsjtqAt ‘jpopnajjcjj qc jjasraiq aatqd oq ‘aiojajaqq 
‘qnaii aq 5 Tuqgjg-tioSac'j pac ‘jaqqac^ ‘Sjoqjaqig jo aqtioi 
oqq oqcq ppOAi. ‘aocjd aqq mtoaanfl oq aapjo m ‘uopncrj qcqq 
qqStioqq cisstuj jo Sniq aq j *aDC[d aqq oqui qocq Eucuqsny 
oqq Suiqtjgq suooScjp tnnsstuj oqq i snotqcqoadxa stq iaAisutJ 
qoa pip qt qt\q ‘otqios c opera oos-cuq op •paqaaarp 
scii qocqqc jcdtouud oqq qoiqAi uodn ‘qatuiancp jo no 2 .£|oa 
oqq oDCjqma oq ‘uaqac^ spjCAioq pau-mq puc ‘ouaqanBug; 

* . qq pauado put; 

. . ‘uotqoajip oqq 
■‘ . . uiojj paqocqap 

ucissnjj eqj; 

‘nasncqsjaqg^ put; ‘qoag; 9 (j ‘oucquajg ‘qouppcjj ‘nopncq; 
jo e&ioo aqq put; uucq; jcqsacj^; jo Xuuc aqq pasodtuoa 
sucpqsTiY pucsnoqq XquaAag *asudjaqua qncqaodmt siqq jo 

MtcoisiH so saoais xYsrto ipjg 



ISilA.IL. 


525 


of the besieged were likewise sprung. The garrison mado 
two sorties, and dislodged the Prussians from a crowned 
tuuuel, from which they wished to debouch by fresh 
branches. These manoeuvres prolonged the duration of the 
siege, because they rendered a subterranean war necessary. 
All the cannon of the place were, however, either cvases * 
or dismounted ; provisions were beginning to be scarce, and 
the enemy would have been compelled to surrender on that 
account, if a bomb, falling in front of the powder-magazine 
of Jauernick, had not set fire to it, knocked down a part of 
that fort, and killed three hundred Austrian grenadiers. 
This accident, which laid the place open, obliged M. de 
G-uasco to beat a parley ; he surrendered himself and his 
garrison prisoners of war, on the 9th of October, and they 
were marched away into Prussia. 

The palpable lessons in these two sieges are — in the first, 
the imprudence of the governor in granting opportunities 
for treachery in prisoners ; and in the second, the consum- 
mate prudence of the king of Prussia in not allowing the 
garrison to march out free, for the sake of quickly terminat- 
ing the siege. 


ISMAIL. 

A.D. 1790. 

This siege is particularly interesting at the present 
moment, from the same parties being engaged in a war 
arising from the same motives as those which led to this 
sanguinary and memorable contest. 

The position of Ismail, situated upon the Danube, in 
Bessarabia, tempted the court of St. Petersburg, then at 
war with the Turks, to endeavour to make the conquest of 
it. This was one of the most important cities of the Turkish 
empire in its European provinces. It had a numerous popu- 
lation, and a garrison of forty-three thousand men, com- 
manded by Auduslu Pacha, one of the best of the Ottoman 
generals. Provisions and munitions were abundant, and its 
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cavalier which was between that work and the second ; but 
in doing so, they lost many men. ICutusow, who had taken 
the two left polygons on the side of tho left bank of the 
Danube, would have arrived upon the rampart at the same 
time as the second column, if lie had not been obliged to 
send assistance to tho fourth and fifth columns, which had 
vaet with a vigorous resistance. The fosse was full of water 
at the place where these columns were obliged to cross ; tho 
men, being up to their middles, soaked their long Cossack 
clothes, and had great trouble iu disengaging themselves 
from them. They mounted tho ladders, but when they eamo 
to tho ramparts, they could not maintain themselves there ; 
the two columns were thrown back at tho same time. They 
were separated by the gate of Bender ; eight or ten thou- 
sand Turks made a sortie from that gate, uttering frightful 
war-cries. Among these wero a great number of women 
armed with poniards. The besieged charged all at once, in 
all parts ; the infantry of the reserve came to tho rescue, 
and mado way with their bayonets ; the Cossacks, finding 
themselves supported, repulsed the Turks. Such as could 
not gain tho bridge to re-enter Ismail, were cut in pieces or 
smothered iu the fosse. The Russians then made a fresh 
effort, surmounted all resistance, and established themselves 
upon the rampart of tho bastion which was assigned to 
them. Kutusow, however, remarked that the two battalions 
of reserve, although masters of tho rampart, could not yet 
hold out against the enemy ; he in consequence sent them a 
battalion of chasseurs, who enabled them to keep their posi- 
tion. Every bastion having a powder-magazine under the 
rampart, the conquerors immediately established a strong 
guard there, in order that the enemy might not bo able to 
set fire to it and blow up the troops. There consequently 
followed slight actions between the besiegers and the 
besieged, who still continued to endeavour to introduce 
themselves there, but they could not succeed ; so that no 
accident happened. Day began to appear, and every ono 
could ascertain his position, which, till that time, had only 
been indicated by the different war-cries of the two nations. 
Whilst the Turkish infantry was fighting in the fosses near 
the Bender gate, a numerous body of cavalry fell upon tho 
camp of the besiegers, where the Cossacks received them 
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determined resistance, and, for the first time, during the day- 
some hundreds of prisoners were made; the unfortunate 
Auduslu Pacha had taken refuge in a still more considerable 
chana. The combat there lasted more than two hours ; 
cannon were required to batter in the gate. Two thousand 
of the best Janissaries defended themselves in this place with 
all the rage of despair ; but the Russian grenadiers rushed- 
in the moment there was an opening, with advanced bayonets, 
and all were cut to pieces, with the exception of a very few 
hundred prisoners: the pacha was of 'this number. ITe 
came out into the open place ; a chasseur perceiving a rich 
poniard in his girdle, thought it his duty to take it from 
him. As several Turks still had arms, a Janissary, who was 
near the seraskier, endeavouring to repulse the chasseur with 
his sabre, wounded a captain of chasseurs in the face. The 
Russians instantly charged their bayonets upon all that re- 
mained : they massacred the greater part, the brave seraskier 
being of the number : scarcely a hundred men of his imme- 
diate train escaped. Petty conflicts still continued in every 
place capable of the slightest defence ; every post was 
carried at a heavy expense of blood. The terrible resistance 
made by the Turks was more like frantic rage than the oppo- 
sition of trained soldiers ; the women even fearlessly encoun- 
tered the Russians, armed with poniards and other weapons. 
All the Russian commanders faced danger with heroic 
courage, and their soldiers as bravely seconded them ; the 
melee lasted ten entire hours, without the Russians in the 
least heeding the superiority of the Turks in number. The 
city was given up to pillage ; thirty-three thousand Ottomans 
there perished in one day ! and ten thousand were made 
prisoners ! A single man had saved himself in a fortified 
house ; he was slightly wounded, but contrived to drop from 
a window into the Danube, where he was fortunate enough 
to meet with a plank, by means of which he gained the oppo- 
site shore. This man carried the vizier the news of the loss 
of Ismail ; there were no less than six sultans among the 
dead. The Russians lost fifteen thousand men. Suwarrow 
wrote Prince Potemkin these few words : “ The Russian 
flag floats over the ramparts of Ismail .” He was equally 
laconic to the empress Catherine II. “ JJfadame, the haughty 
Ismail is at your feet.” The booty of this city was valued 
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but a collection, of little barks; but tlio second, for tli& 
cavalry, was composed of largo pontoons, and was wide enough 
for the passage of two chariots abreast. Having completed 
this operation, he ordered tlireo thousand infantry and four 
hundred horse, whom he charged most particularly with the 
defence of Bommel, to cross over into the island. This 
place being too small for such a numerous garrison, it was 
lodged without, and immediately covered itself with a good 
intrenehment, well flanked with redoubts, and defended by 
a wide ditch. . This intrenehment furnished the first model 
of what has since been called the covered way.* This happy 
invention contributed much to the failure of the Spanish 
expedition. They had not yet perfected their intrench ments, 
when the Dutch artillery, established on the banks of the 
Wahal, the fire of the armed barks, and that of the place, 
thundered all at once against their ramparts. The Spaniards, 
however, after many efforts, succeeded in sheltering them- 
selves from this multiplied tempest ; they raised good in- 
trenchments, they placed cannon in battery, and began to 
assail in earnest both the city and the intrenched camp. 
The besieged did not oppose a less number of works or less 
courage to the Spanish attacks. Towards the end of May, 
the garrison of Bommel fell all at once upon every one of the 
enemy’s quarters ; it might have been supposed that they 
came to fight a regular battle, and not to clear out trenches 
or overthrow works. Both sides fought with the greatest 
resolution ; but at length the resistance of the Spaniards 
disheartened the Dutch, and they retreated after a contest 

* “ This excellent manner of defending places is practised thus," saya 
Grotius in his description of this siege : “ when a city which dreads a 
siege has many soldiers, the fortifications are carried outwards to a 
distance, to stop the progress of the enemy. By this- means those who 
are shut up have a longer time to defend themselves, and still further, 
the internal parts of the place remain longer in safety. Thus then the 
prince of Orange gave orders that, before the boulevards of Bommel, 
others should be made, and then still others, which should be inclosed 
with a fosse of water, as well as the preceding ones, so that in the end, 
all that was capable of defence should bo further surrounded by a 
parapet .” — Annals of Grotius. This, then, is the origin of the multi- 
plication of the exterior works of places of war and of the covered way, 
to which Grotius gives the name of parapet. Engineers have since made 
it their study that all fortifications should sustain one another, and might 
be, at the same time, sustained by the body of the place. 
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means of saving your city ; let me enter the place at once 
with my English ; I will make all quiet, and will then return 
to the gate, to complete the capitulation.” The tone with 
which he spoke this convinced the Spanish governor of his 
good faith, and he was allowed to enter Barcelona with his 
officers. As he expected, he found the Germans and 
Catalans sacking the houses of the principal citizens ; he 
made them abandon their prey, and drove them out. Among 
the victims about to be sacrificed to the lust of the soldiery 
was the duchess of Popoli ; he extricated her from the 
hands of the ruffians, and restored her to her husband. 
"When the tumult was appeased, he returned to the gate 
and terminated the capitulation, offering a fine example of 
observance of his word given to a conquered enemy. 

Lord Peterborough was certainly more an eccentric man 
than a great one, and yet, like Don Quixote’s, many of his 
eccentricities had a strong leaning to the side of greatness. 
Plutarch would have made a fine story of the above 
anecdote ; it belongs to the character of the real hero, of 
whom, though abounding in great soldiers, modern history 
contains so few. 

To show the importance of such a trait to the reputation 
of a nation, we have only to observe with what high praise 
the historians of other countries mention this act of simple 
good faith. 


GIBEALTAE. 

A.D. 1779—1783. 

As in the history of mankind there are some persons so 
remarkable and universally known as to make a notice of 
them almost a work of supererogation, so there are events, 
which, from the interest they have excited, and the conse- 
quences that have attended them, demand, in a work of this 
description, a much less detailed account than others of 
less importance : they have created deep and widely-spread 
excitement during their enactment, and have produced his- 
torians worthy to commemorate them. And such is the 
siege of Gibraltar. This stupendous rock has now 
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That tliis was so, was rendered plain by preparations to cut 
off the African supplies of provisions to the rock, before 
war bad actually taken place. 

Gibraltar is situated in Andalusia, the most southern 
province of Spain. The rock is seven miles in circum- 
ference, running out into the sea in the form of a promon- 
tory of more than three miles in length, and is joined to the 
continent by an isthmus of low sand. The promontory, or 
rock, at the foot of which stands the town, is upwards of 
one thousand three hundred feet in height, and appears to 
have been formerly surrounded by the sea. The breadth of 
the isthmus at the foot of the rock is about nine hundred 
yards, but grows much wider as it approaches the country. 
Across this isthmus, at about a mile’s distance from the 
garrison, the Spaniards have drawn up a fortified line, ex- 
tending one thousand seven hundred yards, and embracing 
both shores, with a strong fort of masonry at each end. 
That both parties, under such extraordinary circumstances, 
should exhaust art in their means of defence, and be always 
on the watch against surprise, we may readily imagine ; but 
what gives the garrison a great advantage in this respect is 
its commanding height, from which it can see everything 
that approaches it, by either land or sea. Thus in the whole 
of this long siege, they appear to have been able to ascertain 
all that was going on in the enemy’s camp, and to descry 
every hostile vessel in time to be prepared for it. 

Until we come to the great finale , this siege was little 
more than a blockade, and that imperfect. And yet, with 
the exception of the “Iliad,” we know of none that is so- 
interesting. Drinkwater’s account has exactly the same 
charm as Eobinson Crusoe’s journal ; the events are so 
minute, and brought so completely home to the apprehension 
of the reader by the plain and graphic style of the author, 
that you forget it is an awful’ reality, and enjoy it as you 
would a fiction. But such a narrative we cannot adopt into 
our pages : to transfer it wholly would be dishonest towards 
a fine work ; to garble it would not redound to our credit. 

"When the re-capture of this member of their own country 
was undertaken, as there was much difficulty, there was pro- 
portionate glory in the enterprise, and the eyes of all.Burope 
were turned towards the Herculean straits. Every exertion 
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the great advantage of being masters of tlio country behind 
and around them ; and though, the English hud a small naval 
force in their port, they never had sufficient to prevent con- 
stant annoyances from the gun and bomb-boats of Algeziras. 
Many an anticipated succour, in a vessel which was viewed 
with delight from the rock, was cut oif by the Spanish boats, 
and carried into Algeziras beforo the eyes of the disap- 
pointed garrison. 

With the commencement of the war in 1779, the siege of 
Gibraltar may be said to have begun. It was, in truth, but 
an imperfect blockade, but it subjected the garrison to all 
the watchfulness, labour, and preparation of a real siege. 
The Spaniards were actively employed in fortifying all their 
best points ; they encamped, before the garrison, and erected 
additional batteries in their lines, but still did not firo upon 
the town or fort. General Elliott, however, found their 
proceedings so unmistakable in their purpose, and knowing 
that war had been declared, he saluted them at their works 
with a few rounds of shot. 

This took place on the 5th of July, 1799 ; and from that 
date to the 26th of November, 1781, the siege or blockado 
was one continuance of mutual attempts at annoyance, 
interspersed with occasional want of provisions and attacks 
of the scurvy on the part of the garrison, frequent boat- 
assaults, always attended with repulses, on the side of the 
allies ; with a strange but perpetual desertion of individuals 
from both garrison and army. But at the last-named period 
the enemy had constructed such formidable batteries, and 
appeared to be approaching so inconveniently near, that 
General Elliott determined upon the hold expedient of a 
sortie. This was effected with his usual prudence, foresight, 
and spirit. As soon as the gates were shut, and the evening 
gun fired, a considerable detachment was ordered to assemble 
on the Bed Sands, at midnight, with devils, fire-fagots, and 
working implements, to make a sortie on the enemy’s bat- 
teries ; the general and other officers to be employed were 
in the mean time convened, and, lest some matters might 
have escarped Mm in the multiplicity of arrangements, the 
governor desired every person to propose, without restraint, 
whatever would, in Ms or their opinion, further promote the 
success of the- enterprise. We place the last passage in' 
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the detachment, about a quarter before three o’clock, began 
its march by hies from the right of the rear lino to tho 
attack. Although nothiug could exceed tho silenco and 
attention of the troops, the enemy’s advanced sentries dis- 
covered the right column before they passed Forbes’s 
barrier, and after challenging fired upon them. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hugo, commanding this column, finding they were 
ilarmed, immediately formed the attacking corps, and pushed 
on at a brisk pace for the extremity of the parallel ; there, 
finding no opposition, he took possession, and tho pioneers 
began to dismantle the works. Part of Hardenberg’s regi- 
ment, which was attached to this column, mistook the routo 
of the grenadiers, owing to the darkness of tho morning ; 
and in pursuing their own, found themselves, before they 
discovered their error, in front of the St. Carlos battery. 
In this dilemma no other alternative offered but pressing 
forward, which they gallantly did, after receiving the enemy’s 
fire. "Upon mounting the parapet, the enemy precipitately 
retreated, and with ■ great difficulty they descended tho 
stupendous work, forming with their left to the tower. 
They were thus situated, when Lieutenant-Colonel Duclien- 
hausen, at the head of the 39th flank companies, entered 
the St. Carlos battery, and naturally mistaking them for 
his opponents, fired, and wounded several. Further mis- 
chief was, however, prevented by the countersign ; and the 
Hanoverians joined the remainder of the corps, which now 
formed en potence in front of the parallel. The 73rd flank 
companies were equally successful in their attacks, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Trigge, with the grenadiers and light 
company of the 72nd regiment, carried the gun-batteries 
with great gallantry. The ardour of the assailants was 
irresistible. The enemy on every side gave way, abandoning 
in an instant, and with the utmost precipitation, those 
works which had cost them so much expense, and employed 
so many months to perfect. 

“'When our troops had taken possession, the attacking corps 
formed agreeably to their orders, to repel any attack which 
the enemy might make to prevent the destruction of the 
works, whilst the 12fch regiment took post in front of the 
St. Carlos battery, to sustain the western attack ; and the 
b eserve, under Major Maxwell, drew up in the further gar® 



pUB BJCJJOTf 
)qq m poqida 
ro aaotjo otto 
' aqiqic 
. ‘samj 
o ptm 

. . ■ ■ GJ9A\ 

wU jn B q otj> qcqq qaajjax oav uaijAv ‘uoiqcjiwpti jaqca-iS saStnq 
•rop qco.\9 oqi, -oao ajoao jo snotqcqoodxo omtixfnra qsoat 
on; puoioq poqnooxo ApBqqu qaepodan siqq s vk euqx „ 

H r 'SJIJOM. oqq m pojjr» 

'opera Saioq aoiqieoddo eqqqq os ‘puc ‘saooosijq 
case; oJDAi soquAiid uaaqiqg puc sJoaqjo 0 A\q /pig uatUBq 
pui; rjaoj ajoq; no qoqe panoa jo oftrcqosip paAioa-qaAi pm? 

c panaiquoo oav oonoqAi ‘Bouaqqeq aaddn jno pxm tmoq 
on; spjtmoq ojg snopioipu c paqoa-np jfiontqiB Jtoqq ‘sqjoj 
Smqnrp oqq tnojj edooiq qsijSag; oqq SaiXomn? jo ptfaqstn pne 


~ ng qSaonnV -fcwpnnod xis-.fquaAiq uooqqSto 
oim-naovnq; no; oq poqunorau eqaoAi s/uiaaa c 
oontapio oq£ ‘P 3 ? OTDA auoj-iquaiAq p? 


‘.raqraiq jo boooiu qsc\ an acnAxoaqq ‘aoisoplro snopaoraojq 
v mu( dn Avojq omzeSctn judionud oqq ‘uosixrcS eqq ujqqm 
jo9 peq JB3J oqq sb qenC pun i quojqoj sqr no bbai quatmpcqap 
oqq qspqii ojq qooq japAiod jo sajqjquBnb (ptas puaAag „ 

•joixieq gpis-Acg qSnojqq 
quounSw q;ct 9 qq Somopoj jo .fqissaaau oqq Japan oouBqg 
-ranaj© qeqq uiojj ojsav Xaqq sb ‘quauiiSaj e.Sjaqnopjujj; oq 
oanantasuoD snouag jo poAoxd OAeq qq'Snn qojqAi 5 pooinqai 
peq saiucdoioa quep oq; Jayu poqooj sca\ H^aqioj qe jojjjcq 
eqq ‘qqSiMDAo am os iq quq i quajqoa jiaqq joack> oq squaratSai 
Sqnnqsns oqq pou 'AquJpqqiAA oq sdaoa paouBApu aqq paaapjo 
ssojp latpeSug; 'sauizcscra oqq oq puq Smoq smeiq pun 
Ipapqjjo bbaa oiqaoa oqq jo qoofqo oqq ‘inoq ue uj „ 

* . qrnOJ jjiajjf 

dnoo t jaqqc puc edoojq 

oqq payemu a^oi qoiqM. 

oqoras pm? < qm XqipiclBJ 

SniqsinoqsB i _ o oq eqoScj 

*3^ aqq ioj oqtqa u ui uooa ojom. sauoqqicq oqx ‘[ujaopaoAi 
«5 ai Xra[[iqj:c pan uaraqaoAV oqq jo euoiqjoxo sqj} ‘snap 

•jtuoxsm slo saoais xyauo jyf.0 


GIBRALTAR. 


jecfc to the little derangements naturally attending on a 
night attack, not one musket, working-tool, or other instru- 
ment, was left behind.” 

Such is Captain Drinkwater’s account of a spirited and 
successful action of which he was an eye-witness. The 
Trench historians of the siege say that the British could not 
stand against the fire of the batteries, and retreated. This is 
one of the innumerable contradictions to truth offered by 
French authors whenever the military honour of their coun- 
try is concerned. They always forget that their contem- 
poraries and posterity will judge which party was victor in a 
conflict, by the results. Victor Hugo 'poetically said, that 
Buonaparte was never conquered : at Moscow it was fire — at 
Waterloo it teas fate. Headers of history are nevertheless 
convinced of the reality of the two defeats, by the events 
which followed them. 

The affair had now been so prolonged, and had excited so 
rruch attention throughout Europe, that the Spaniards and 
Trench began to think it a point of honour to subdue this 
general on his rock ; and the duke de Crillon, accompanied 
by the eminent Trench engineer D’Arijon, and followed by 
an army of thirty thousand men, came to Algeziras. Imme- 
diately upon his arrival, D’Arqon changed the mode of attack: 
it had been previously mostly confined to the land side of 
the rock ; he, most unfortunately for the cause he served, 
directed almost all his offensive efforts from the sea, and yet 
by no means neglecting his fortifications. General Elliott’s 
principal extraordinary preparation consisted in grates and 
various apparatus for heating shot, as he found red-hot balls 
by far the most efficient instrument of destruction he could 
employ. But he was too watchful and prudent a commander 
to let this engross, all his attention : in addition to constant 
labours at the works, he ordered holes to be blasted in the 
rocks, nearly on a level with the water, from which he could 
pour showers of stones and other missiles upon his assail- 
ants. He likewise had a number of gun-boats built ; and, 
having received supplies and reinforcements from the British 
fleet under Lord Hood, he felt himself in a condition to 
cope with his powerful enemies. Determined to have no 
idle hands, even the serjeants and drummers were armed 
with muskets; and musicians, who had before been exempted 
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and vivacity. The effect of the red-hot shot and carcases 
exceeded our most sanguine expectations. In a few hours, 
the Mahon battery of six guns, with the battery of two guns 
on its flank, and great part of the adjoining parallel, were on 
fire, and the flames, notwithstanding the enemy’s exertions 
to extinguish them, burnt so rapidly, that the whole of these 
works before night were consumed. The St. Carlos and 
St. Martin batteries, however, on this occasion, escaped 
the fate they had formerly experienced, but they were so 
much damaged, that the greater part was taken down. 

“ For near an hour, the enemy continued silent spectators 
of our cannonade. About eight, they fired a few guns from 
the St. Martin battery, and between nine and ten returned 
our fire from Fort St. Philip and Barbara, with the seven-gun 
battery in the lines, and soon after, from eight new mortar- 
batteries in the parallel. This tardiness in returning our 
fire in some degree we attributed to the works being con- 
fused with materials, and some of the batteries being defi- 
cient in ammunition. It might, however, be owing to want 
of dis'cretionary orders, as an officer of rank was observed to 
enter the lines about the time when their cannonade 
became general ; a reinforcement also marched down from 
the camp. 

■ “ The astonishing bravery displayed by the enemy in their 
repeated attempts to extinguish the flames, could not fail to 
attract the particular notice and admiration of the besieged. 
Urged on most probably by emulation, they performed pro- 
digies of valour, so that their loss, under so well-directed a 
fire, must have been very considerable. The French brigade 
had one hundred and forty killed and wounded, and the 
Spanish casualties most likely bore an equal proportion. 
About four o’clock in the afternoon the cannonade abated 
on both sides, and the enemy soon after were totally silent, 
though the garrison continued its usual fire. The British 
had two or three killed and several wounded. Lieutenant 
Boag, of the artillery, and Ensign Gordon, of the 58th 
regiment, were of the latter number. The former officer had 
been wounded before ; on this occasion, he was pointing a 
gun from Hanover battery in the lines, when a shell fell in 
the battery. He had scarcely time to throw himself down 
in an embrasure, when the shell burst, and fired the gun 

2 N 



-no 'noSoisoq on? jo uqiOAt oq? ?snrc2a p?aaitp X[on?na P uv 
Ltiauod* ctav Sgjjtj -naqi *wqu*> o&nq jo \\v ‘eoacupio 
jo to 33 id X?aoAOB pan poapmiq ono qnoqc o? o[oqAi oq? u* 
Saunnorac ‘conns© Jioq? jo oSasqosip puoooS v Sq papoM 
,%'i ‘jojnurd oq? tn "sauo??cq jc?joia Jtoq? n c m( ^9 E H 3r l 3 
. . *■ * ■ ■ m. n^naatu 

■ ■■ ■ ■ on* 

■ JOAt 

• . • • «1* 
‘scojq^’p ?t? istniuoui jfuipouKwnu r lltl ,, w [3 in 

otn Stump paqscanm ojoa^ 60 uo??sq -won oq? jo eomsGjq 
•tco ot» ‘saAt?oui osoq? Xq X^qtiqojd ?som po?tm?oy -o?c?s 
paqsiagnn jtoq? nr no jo ‘saua??sq siq Sumado Iq ‘saouonb 
iosvoa 83 1 m'snojaSacp os oq ?qSjta qotqAi ‘Aio{q oq? piOAt? 
0} pDUiaua?bp oqttp oq* ‘podcoeo pcq qotqAV sqjOAi-ptnq oq? 
/ 0 j; 30 p oi Xqcug 6?daia??c Jiaq? Atonal ?’qStm Xaq? ‘aun?ioj 
poo3 Jiaq? Xq popp ‘?cq? tfiqtjqojd OAistraqojddy *osucI 
.jojna "oq; o?sysruj o? X(?sai9 po.uoa ‘uoswjbS oq? ?smuSc 
?jqp 3 pijJOJiod put} pnouaS c m ratq q?tu. omqmoa o? Xpcoa 
W 3 A s?natu?jsdap ioq?o eq? in Woupjcda’jQ oq? ojojaq 
3ps??ts oq? o? tmq SmqoAoid iq ‘put? tsamsuara s t oqnp 
oq? p3?s?t(Iioajd ’X[pa?qtioptm qptsot pa?oadxatm eiqx „ 

•Smmotn 

eq) tn osodjnd poo3 qona o? pasn uaaq pcq qorqAt ‘samzcSctn 
esaadxa eq? m not?itmtmnv oq? pootqdaa Xjbqi?jc uostxrcS 
sq? ‘?qStu ?tj ptrc t poqsrag oaom sc sdiqs-2aua??sq oq? jo 
qons picoq tro poqicqtna aiaiv sdooj? jo jaqmmi v ‘Xcp oq? 
jo aantoo oq? nj •ssjizo2[y may tnoq? pouiof jsai-jo-uoui 
qonoJ L j oq? jo ono ‘StntioAO oq? nt pnc 1 s?coq jc?jouj puc nnS 
OM?-i?uaAi? Xq 6pJCAiia?jc orai? otuos paAiopoj ‘oacjS-oSubjo 
oq? o? paAOtnaa euq oq? jo sdiqs ajooi oa\? ‘q?g oq? jo 
coonajoj oq? np ‘Xjnftn jaq?anj e???q paouauadxa ?nq '?oqs 
oq? jo ©Stress d oq? Xq ponon?s X[qcjoptsaoa scai jofcui aqx 
•pr?cjXjpjjanaSsi?t joputAi oq? ‘nosjad c jo pcaq oq? jean o< 
Bssscd J9?aractp oSac[ jo qcq-uonnco c jt ?cq? paAaqaq Xjaout 
•moo si ?t osncoaq pa?jasnt si o?opoauc eiqx ’tiAsoja oq? o? 
esop qcqsiq jo qaoa oq? Xcaxc ?oqs qoiqAi ‘aopunod xis-X?naAi? 
t? ojojj odvaso o?Gtm?joj Xjoa t? esiAioqq pcq 'edjoo ocucs oq? 
jo ‘oi?jqpg; Jofcyg; -i?[nocj ?cq? jo asn ofqcjojo? v paioAoaoj 
oq oaojoq ©on? oraos bcaa ?i puc ‘Saucatj jo tntq paAiidop 
Xia?cjpoanm qaodaj oqx *itq oq qoiqAv jo opztuu oq? aapnn 

•xtroisin ao s3ojib avaao ’ rjpij 



GIBBALIAB. 


547 


was not, after the first round, altogether so tremendous and 
destructive as might have been expected from such a train of 
artillery. At intervals, from ten to twenty shells were in the 
air at the same moment, but their effects were not equal to 
the numbers expended. The town, southward of the King’s 
bastion, was little affected ; but the northern front, and line- 
wall, leading from the Grand Parade to the North bastion, 
were exceedingly warm ; and the lines and Landport were 
greatly annoyed by the shells from the howitzers, which were 
distributed in various parts of their parallel ; Montague’s 
and Orange’s bastions seemed to be the centre of the 
enemy’s cross-fire, whilst the line-wall in their vicinity and 
to the southward was taken a, fevers by the shot which 
passed over the lines from the sixty-four-gun battery. 

“ Not imagining, from the rough appearance of the enemy’s 
works, that they could possibly retaliate so soon, the guards 
and pickets of the north end of the garrison were for some 
time exposed, and some casualties occurred ; but they soon 
discovered whence they were chiefly annoyed, and conse- 
quently became more cautious. Lieutenant 'Wharton, of 
the 73rd regiment, was dangerously wounded at Landport. 

“ Whilst the land batteries were thus pouring forth their 
vengeance upon the northern front, nine line-of-battle ships, 
including those under the Trench flag, got under way from 
the Orange-grove, and passing along the sea-line, discharged 
several broadsides at the garrison, and particularly at a 
settee which had just arrived under their guns from Algiers. 
When this squadron had got round Europa Point, they 
suddenly wore, and returning along the Europa, Bosia, and 
New Mole battery, commenced a regular and heavy fire upon 
the garrison. The marine brigade and artillery returned 
the salute till they passed, when the men-of-war wore and 
returned to the eastward. About the same time that the 
enemy were thus amusing the garrison at the southward, 
Ifteen gun and mortar boats approached the town, and con- 
tinued their fire for some time ; but the artillery givin" them 
a warm reception from the King’s bastion, ‘two of them 
were towed off with precipitation, and the rest retired 
great disorder. One was thought to be very considerA-J 
damaged, and some imagined that her gun was thrown on- 
board to save her from sinking. 
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other men. After they had passed as before, they woro 
ship, apparently with an intention of continuing their visits ; 
but suddenly put about, hauled their wind, and anchored off 
the Orange-grove. The governor was afterwards informed 
that the discovery of a red-hot shot on board one of the 
ships was the immediate cause of this hasty manoeuvre. 

“The enemy continued their firing from the isthmus, 
recommencing at morning gun-fire on the 10th from their 
gun-batteries. At seven o’clock, including the expenditure 
on the eighth, they had discharged 5,227 shot and 2,302 
shells, exclusive of the number fired by the men-of-war and 
mortar-boats. The garrison, on the contrary, took no fur- 
ther notice of them than to return a few rounds from the 
terrace batteries at their working parties, who were repairing 
the damage done on the 8th, and. completing the rest of the 
works. In the course of the day the Brilliant and Porcupine 
frigates were scuttled by the navy in the New Mole ; and at 
night the engineers, with a working party, cleared the lines 
of rubbish, and restored those traverses which had been 
demolished. At night the enemy’s fire was under the same 
regulation as the preceding evening. 

“ The next morning, when the garrison guards were being 
relieved, a signal was made at the town, near the quarry, 
under the Queen of Spain’s Chair, and the enemy’s can- 
nonade became excessively brisk : fortunately few casualties 
occurred. Their firing, when this object ceased to engage 
them, seemed to be principally directed against the obstruc- 
tions at Landport, and in that part of the garrison. Many 
of the palisades in the covered way were destroyed, and the 
chevaux-de-frise considerably injured ; artificers were, how- 
ever, constantly detached to repair those breaches, so that 
the whole were kept in a better state than might be 
expected. In the afternoon the garrison began to conclude 
that the attack witli the battering-ships was no longer to be 
. deferred. Several detachments of soldiers embarked from 
•the camp, and others were standing on the neighbouring 
eminences, which, with the appearance in the eveuing of 
signals like those which had been observed on the night of 
the 7th, led the besieged to believe that every preparation 
was complete ; and the wind at that time blowing gently in 
•the bay, from the north-west, favoured the conjecture. 
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fleets of France and Spain ; consisting of se7en three-deckers, 
and thirty-one skips of two decks ; with, three frigates, and 
a number of xebeques, bomb-ketches, and hospital-ships, 
the whole under the command of ten admirals and a broad 
pendant. In the afternoon they were at anchor in the bay, 
between the Orange-grove and Algeziras. 

“This great accumulation of force could not fail to surprise, 
if not alarm the garrison. It appeared as if the enemy 
meant, previous to their final efforts, to strike, if possible, 
a terror through their opponents, by displaying before them 
a more powerful armament than had probably ever been 
brought against any fortress. Torty-seven sail of the line, 
including three inferior two-deckers, ten battering-ships, 
deemed perfect in design and esteemed invincible, carrying 
two hundred and twelve guns ; innumerable frigates, 
xebeques, bomb-ketches, cutters, gun and mortar boats, and 
smaller craft for disembarking men : these were assembled 
in the bay. On the land side were most stupendous and 
strong batteries and works, mounting two hundred pieces 
of heavy ordnance, and protected by an army of near 
40,000 men, commanded by a victorious and active general, 
of the highest reputation, and animated with the immediate 
presence of two princes of the royal blood of Trance, with 
other dignified personages, and many of their own nobility. 
Such a naval and military spectacle is scarcely to be equalled 
in the annals of war. Trom such a combination of power, 
and favourable concurrent circumstances, it was natural 
enough that the Spanish nation should anticipate the most 
glorious consequences. Indeed, their confidence in the 
effect to be produced by the battering-ships passed all 
bounds ; and, in the enthusiasm excited by the magnitude 
of them preparations, it was thought highly cr imin al even 
to whisper a doubt of success. 

“ In drawing these flattering conclusions, the enemy, how- 
ever, seemed entirely to have overlooked the nature of that 
force which was opposed to them ; for though the garrison 
scarcely consisted of 7,000 effective men, including the 
marine brigade, they forgot that they were now veterans in 
this service, had been a long time habituated to the effects 
of artillery, and were prepared by degrees for the arduous 
conflict that awaited them. They were, at the same time, 
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“ Thus prepared for their reception, the garrison had leisure 
to notice the enemy’s evolutions. The ten battering-ships, 
after leaving the men-of-war, wore to the north, and a little 
past nine o’clock bore down in admirable order for their 
several stations ; the admiral, in a two-decker, mooring 
about 900 yards off the King’s bastion, the others succes- 
sively taking their places to the right and left of the flag- 
ship in a masterly manner, the most distant being about 
1,100 or 1,200 yards" from the garrison. The British 
.artillery allowed the enemy every reasonable advantage, in 
permitting them without molestation to choose their dis- 
tance ; but as soon as the first ship dropped her anchors, 
which was about a quarter before ten o’clock, that instant 
the British fire commenced. The enemy were completely 
moored in a little more than ten minutes, and their can- 
nonade then became, in a high degree, tremendous. The 
showers of shot and shells which were now directed from 
their land-batteries, the battering-ships, and, on the other 
hand, from the. various works of the garrison, exhibited a 
scene of which perhaps neither the pen nor the pencil can 
furnish a competent idea. It is sufficient to say that 
upwards of four hundred pieces of the heaviest artillery 
were playing at the same moment : an instance which has 
scarcely occurred in any siege since the invention of those 
■wonderful engines of destruction. 

“ After some hours’ cannonade, the battering-ships were 
found to be no less formidable than they had been repre- 
sented. The heaviest shells often rebounded from their 
tops, whilst the thirty- two-pound shot seemed incapable of 
making any visible impression upon their hulls. The garri- 
son frequently flattered themselves they were on fire ; but no 
sooner did the smoke appear, than, with the most persever- 
ing intrepidity, men were observed applying water from 
their engines within to those places whence the smoke 
issued. These circumstances, with the prodigious cannonade 
which they maintained, gave the garrison reason to- imagine 
that the attack would not be so soon decided as from, the 
recent success against their land-batteries had been fondly 
expected. Even the artillery themselves, at this period, had 
their doubts- of the effect of the red-hot shot, ■which began to 
be used about twelve, but w r ere not general till between one 
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eight o’clock it almost totally ceased, excepting from one or 
two ships to- the northward, which from their distance had ■ 
suffered little injury. 

When their firing began to slacken, various signals were 
made from the southernmost ships, and as the evening ad- 
vanced, many rockets were thrown up, to inform their 
friends, as afterwards learned, of their extreme danger and 
distress. These signals were immediately answered, and 
several boats were seen to row round the disabled ships. 
The garrison artillery at this period caused dreadful havoc 
amongst them. An indistinct clamour with lamentable cries 
and groans proceeded, during the short intervals of cessation, 
from all quarters; and a little before midnight, a wreck 
floated in under the townline-wall, upon which were twelve 
men, who only, out of threescore which were on board their 
launch, had escaped. These circumstances convinced the 
garrison that they had gained an advantage over the enemy ; 
yet they did not conceive that the victory was so complete 
as the succeeding morning evinced. The British firing 
therefore was continued, though with less vivacity ; but as 
the artillery from such a hard-fought day, exposed to the 
intense heat of a warm sun, in addition to the harassing 
duties of the preceding night, were much fatigued, and as it 
was impossible to foresee what new objects might demand 
their service the following day, the governor, about six in 
the evening, when the enemy’s fire abated, permitted the 
majority of the officers and men to be relieved by a picket of 
a hundred men from the marine brigade, under the command 
of Lieutenant Trentham ; and officers and non-commissioned 
officers of the artillery were stationed in the different bat- 
teries, to direct the sailors in the mode of firing the hot 
shot. 

“ About an hour after midnight, the battering-ship which 
had suffered the greatest injury, and which had been fre- 
quently on fire the preceding day, was completely in flames, 
and by two o’clock in the morning of the 1-1 fch, she appeared 
as one continued blaze from stem to stern. The ship to the 
southward of her was also on fire, but did not burn with so 
much rapidity. The light thrown out on all sides by the 
flames enabled the artillery to point the guns with the 
utmost precision, whilst the rock and neighbouring objects 
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however, visited two other shins on his return, and landed 
nine officers, two priests, and tlireo hundred and thirty-four 
soldiers and seamen, all Spaniards, which, with one officer 
and eleven .Frenchmen, who had Iloated in the preceding 
evening, made the total number saved amount to three hun- 
dred and fifty-seven. Many of the prisoners were severely, 
mid some of them dreadfully wounded. On being brought 
ashore, they were instantly conveyed to the garrison hospital, 
and every remedy was administered necessary for their 
different cases.” This is one of the brightest pages in the 
history of British warfare ; so striking indeed, that even the 
enemies were eager to announce to the world what they 
owed to the humanity of the garrison ; both French and 
Spanish writers are at least as warm in praise of Sir linger 
Curtis’s noble exertions on this occasion, as the English 
historian of the siege. 

“ During the time that the marine brigade were encounter- 
ing every danger in their endeavours to save an enemy from 
perishing, the batteries on the isthmus, which had ceased 
the preceding evening, most likely from want of ammunition, 
and which had opened again upon the garrison on the morn- 
ing of the lith, maintained a warm lire upon the town, 
which killed and wounded several men, and tlireo or four 
shells hurst in the air over the very spot where their coun- 
trymen were lauded. This ungenerous proceeding could not 
escape the observation of the spectators in their camp, and 
orders were probably sent to the lines for the batteries to 
cease, as they were silent about ten o’clock. 

“ Notwithstanding the efforts of the marine brigade in 
relieving the terrified victims from tho burning ships, many 
unfortunate men could not be saved. The scene at this time 
exhibited was as affecting as that which had been presented 
in the act of hostility had been terrible and tremendous. 
Men crying from amidst the flames for pity and assistance ; 
others on board those ships where tho fire' had made little 
progress, imploring relief with the most expressive gestures 
and signs of despair ; whilst several, equally exposed to the 
dangers of the opposite element, trusted themselves on 
various parts of the wreck to the chance of paddling them- 
selves to -the shore. A filueca belonging to the enemy 
approached from the Orange-grove, probably with the inten- 
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ble that such a quantity of fire, in almost all its destructive 
modes of action, should not have produced more effect. 
They amounted to one officer, two subalterns, and thirteen 
privates killed, and to five officers and sixty-three privates 
wounded ! 

“An annoying and vindictive firing was kept up occa- 
sionally by the besiegers, and warmly responded to by the 
garrison, but from the 15th of September the siege was 
little more than a badly-kept blockade. On the 2nd of 
February the governor received a note from the duke de 
Crillon, informing him that preliminaries of a general peace 
had been signed in January. He had likewise the supreme 
satisfaction to learn that the garrison of Gibraltar, -for which 
he and his gallant garrison had fought so bravely and per- 
sistently, was to remain in the hands of Great Britain. 

“ General Elliott was made a knight of the Bath, the Par- 
liament settled a handsome pension on him for life, and 
on his return home in 1787, he was raised to the British 
peerage by'the title of Baron Heathfield, of Gibraltar. The 
gallant and humane Brigadier Curtis received the most appro- 
priate honour of knighthood, as a reward for his truly chivalrie 
conduct. General Boyd was created a knight of the Bath, 
and General Green distinguished by a baronetcy. The 
thanks of both houses of Parliament were voted to the 
generals, officers, and privates who had served on this glo* 
rious occasion.” 

In our account of this most remarkable siege of modern 
times, we have unhesitatingly made free with Captain Drink- 
water’s admirable narrative. Whilst compiling this work, 
the reading of that book has been the most pleasing part of 
our labours, and on closing it we exclaimed, “ This is almost 
as fully entitled to a place in every military student’s 
library, as Dibdin’s Songs in that of every sailor.” 


SERIN GAPATAM. 

A.D. 1799. 

It is not our business here to discuss the means by which 
the English empire in India has been obtained, nor have we 
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m the tomb of his father, Hyder Ali. Tho treasures of his 
palace were distributed among tho victorious army. After 
the taking of Seringapatam, Tippoo’s children, his relations, 
and the princes engaged in allianco with him, submitted. 
This brilliant operation rendered the English absolute 
masters of the peninsula of India. 


SARAGOSSA. 

A.D. 1800. 

Axtiiough, like the most trivial accident of life, every 
small siege which occurred in the memorable Peninsular 
war had, doubtless, its bearing upon the general result, wo 
can afford room only for the most prominent’. The siege of 
every place remains, to all time, an interesting epoch in its 
own annals, but the student of history only pauses at such 
conflicts of the kind a3 have been distinguished by tho 
presence of great captains, have been brought about by 
remarkable circumstances or revolutions, or have led to con- 
sequences important to nations or to mankind in general. 
We have another cause, likewise, for not dwelling upon tho 
Spanish sieges ; they have been laid before tho public so 
admirably, that to go into then’ details after Sir William 
Napier, would not only be a work of supererogation, but 
would lead to a comparison in which we could but suffer. 

After glancing over the vast number of sieges that have 
been the subjects of our attention, we cannot but consider 
that of Saragossa to be one of the most anomalous. A 
strongly-fortified city, admirably placed, was filled to over- 
flowing with a population enthusiastic in the cause, and 
with thirty thousand cannoniers, and a body of peasants, 
sappers, miners, and navigators from the canal-works, con- 
tained a mass of fifty thousand combatants. In addition to 
this, many, if not most of the houses were fire-proof; and 
there were innumerable large buildings, such as convents 
and churches, that were all capable of being fortified, and 
supplying defences in detail against an enemy who might 
penetrate into the interior. They had abundance of pro- 
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triumph of seasoned disciplined soldiery, conducted by 
courage and skill in their commanders, over a much superior 
force, surrounded by all the defences art and nature could 
furnish. As soldiers, we think the taking of Saragossa 
highly to the honour of the French. 

Napoleon was very desirous of the capture of Saragossa, 
which is looked upon as the bulwark oi the eastern pro- 
finces of Spain; and his preparations for effecting it were 
those of a general and a politician. But Lasnes, to whom 
he had assigned the command, fell sick ; Moncey and Ney 
committed strategic errors, and his purpose was at least 
delayed. This gave the Spanish leaders time to prepare 
likewise, and they did not neglect it. In the sieges of 
cities, when people are earnest in their defence, they do not 
confine themselves to the operations of art, or even the 
weapons of war ; they think everything 'a legitimate instru- 
ment that can protect themselves or annoy the enemy: 
thus we see in one the citizens hurling their beehives, with 
their swarms of stinging insects, upon their invaders ; and in 
another, one of the greatest, but at the same time the most 
senseless of the world’s disturbers, killed by a tile thrown 
by an old woman. So with the inhabitants of Saragossa : 
while paying due attention to their military works, they 
took advantage of everything that could be converted to the 
one great purpose in hand. 

The only unpardonable error was that of Palafox ; although 
zealous in all ways at the commencement of the contest, 
when the French had made serious way into the heart of 
the city, he seems to have abandoned his post, and to have 
passed his time in intemperance and debauchery. 

Like men made wise by practice in their cruel trade, the 
French generals did not move till they were quite prepared 
with not only magazines but hospitals; they knew such a 
game could not be played without losses and accidents ; and 
there is no greater encouragement to the soldier marching 
into battle than an undoubting conviction that if wounded 
he shall be taken care of ; — the sight of the hospital is as 
cheering to him as that of the provision-store. 

On the 20th of December they advanced, and on the 21st 
attacked Monte Terrore, deluding the besieged by the show 
of one column, while another crossed the canal, under the 
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were enabled to proceed with t.icir works in comparative 
secrecy, by the prevalence of dense morning logs. On the 
10th the city was bombarded with so much effect that the 
Spaniards withdrew their guns from the convent of San 
Joseph, The latter attempted a sally at midnight, but, 
though bravely executed, it proved unsuccessful : they lost 
one hundred men out of two hundred engaged. 

The batteries having made a practicable breach, the 
French resolved upon an attack on the 11th. After much 
hard fighting, the convent of San Joseph was stormed, and 
some of the elite, as in the door at Valenciennes, finding a 
bridge, entered by the rear, whilo their comrades were 
storming the front. The French lost but few men, and 
made a considerable advance. 

The operations on the loth were still in favour of the 
French ; the Spaniards cut the bridge of Santa Eugraeia, 
and sprung a mine, but it proved harmless. The progress 
of the French was steady and scientific, and the inhabi- 
tants were confined to the city. 

In this aspect of affairs the Spanish leaders published a 
flaming account of the emperor being defeated ; and, 
amidst music and shouts, named the marshals who had 
fallen in the battle. They likewise asserted that Pala- 
fox’s brother was devastating France: “but,” says Sir 
'William Napier, “ however improbable, this all met with 
credence ; the invention of the leaders being scarcely able 
to keep pace with the credulity of their followers.” The 
French were not without their difflculties ; all the country 
was in a state of insurrection against the king they wished, 
to impose upon the Spanish nation, and they began to be 
sensible of the want of provisions. The generals were 
also said not to . accord in their views ; discipline was 
relaxed, and the soldiers were reported to feel their zeal 
diminished. But we can scarcely imagine that there were 
any serious obstacles, when we look to the result. 

Another strange circumstance is, that while the Spaniards 
obtained supplies of troops, the French could not bring up 
a division without its being harassed by the insurgents. 
Eazan, Palafox’s brother, was very active in his annoyances. 

Lasnes, now recovered from his illness, resumed the 
command, and soon made it appear that the French had a 
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every house, and sweeping tlie .great thoroughfares with 
artillery. We endeavour to follow the contests, and account 
for the results, but we cannot; all seem struggling, and 
that bravely: the Wrench are little more than half the 
number of the Spaniards ; the latter aro in their own place, 
of which they know every nook and corner; they are 
seconded by their women, and are stimulated by everything 
that can act upon the generous part of the nature of 
man ; — and yet, at every nightfall, the Wrench have made 
progress. 

The Wrench found that by the usual allowance of powder 
for their mines they destroyed the buildings, and left no 
walls to shelter their own soldiers ; they therefore lessened 
the quantity. Their adversaries perceiving this, saturated 
the timbers of their buildings with resin and pitch, and 
setting fire to those that could not be maintained, raised a 
burning barrier to their progress. 

And now came on the horrors of devastation ; the city 
was crumbling before the Wrench fire and above their 
mines in all parts ; the noises of artillery, crashing houses, 
shouts, shrieks, and groans of anguish, were mingled in 
awful sublimity. The Cosso, or great public walk, was the 
principal object of attack and defence for several days ; by 
immense mines and constant firing, the Wrench at length 
succeeded in obtaining this ; and they then continued their 
underground ramifications in the most surprising manner. 
It was at this point of the siege the spirit of the Wrench 
began to flag : fifty days’ incessant labour and fighting had 
exhausted, for a moment, their boiling courage ; they were 
dying ingloriously, like rats, in subterraneous trenches. 
This is not the scene for the Wrench soldier : — he likes broad 
day, the eyes of man upon him, and an obstacle that can be 
overcome by one brave effort. They began to reflect upon 
the disparity of numbers, and to ask each other who ever 
heard of thirty-five thousand men besieging fifty thousand ? 

But Lasnes knew the stimulant that was wanted. A 
harvest of glory in promise 'was sufficient ; and whilst 
excited by the prospect, he led them on the 18th of 
Webruary to a grand assault. 

During this assault, mines containing three thousand 
pounds of powder were sprung, and amidst the crash of 
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“ on the 21st of February, from twelvo to fifteen thousand 
sickly beings, having laid down their arms, which they could 
now scarcely handle, this cruel and memorablo siege termi- 
nated.” 

In this siege we have had recourse principally to Sir 
"William Napier ; indeed, to what other source could wo 
look with so much confidence ? "We only regret that wo 
did not feel at liberty to copy his account literally. His is 
the graphic description of a man who not only conscien- 
tiously relates the history of the events, but proves that he 
professionally understands all he speaks of. lie is like 
Xenophon describing the immortal retreat of the ten thou- 
sand. There is only one thing in which we cannot agree 
with him. Being a soldier, he perhaps has a leaning to all 
who have distinguished themselves in his profession, and on 
that account, gives frequent and strong praise to Buona- 
parte. Now we cannot join him to anything like the extent, 
of his admiration for that extraordinary adventurer. When 
the wings of victory fanned his standard, he was glorious and 
triumphant ; but in reverses, he showed himself deficient in 
what lias been the pride of the greatest generals. Condo’s 
retreat from Arras was one of the proudest feats of his 
military career. As a piece of generalship, Moreau’s 
famous retreat is equal to any one of Buonaparte’s victories. 


BADAJOS. 

A.D. 1811. 

The Peninsular sieges in which the English were con- 
cerned are principally useful as lessons to statesmen, and 
consequently to the people who support these statesmen. 
The siege of Badajos failed, although a Wellington superin- 
tended it ; but, as Sir William Napier justly says, “ it was 
not strange, that it did fail ; for the British government sent 
an engineer corps into the field so ill-provided, that all the- 
officers’ bravery and zeal could not render it efficient. The 
very tools used, especially those from the storekeeper-gene- 
ral’s department, were unfit for work ; the captured Erench 
cutting instruments were eagerly sought for in preference 
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breaching and two counter mines were raised on this lino, to 
prevent sallies by the bridge lrom the fort. 

The attack against the castle proceeded favourably, but 
the soil and the situation rendered that of CristoYal slow 
and attended with loss : it was not finished before tho night 
of the 1st of June. It was much impeded by some well- 
directed mortars from the garrison, which, strange to say, 
were stopped by Phillipon, from tho mistaken idea that he 
was throwing their fire away. 

On the night of the 2nd, however, the battery against San 
Cristoval began, and after the guns and men had got into 
practice, much mischief was done to the castlo. On 
the 4th, the garrison added the fire of several guns to their 
artillery, and some of the besiegers’ were silenced. 

The contest was kept up with tolerablo spirit till two 
breaches were made in San Cristoval; and one of them 
appearing practicable, an assault was ordered, assisted by 
a diversion in another quarter. 

The stormers reached the glacis and descended tho ditch 
without being discovered; but they found the obstacles 
insurmountable, and the forlorn hope was about to retire 
before committing themselves to serious injury, when tho 
main body, annoyed by a flank fire from the town, followed 
them into the ditch witli their ladders. But the ladders 
proved too short, and the defence from within was so firm, 
that immediate retreat was necessary, and that attended with 
considerable loss. 

The errors in this attack are subjects of military discus- 
sion; but we have not space to enter into them. The 
Trench acted with great skill and activity in clearing away 
ruins, presenting every obstacle that could be thought of, 
natural as well as scientific, and by the judicious disposition 
of well-armed men. Succours being at hand, a second attack 
was thought advisable, if any hopes could be entertained of 
the capture of the place. This time, things were better 
managed ; but on the other side, Phillipon made adequate 
preparations to meet them. 

But this attack proved no more fortunate than the for- 
mer. It was led with infinite spirit by Major M £ Geechy, who 
fell early. The Trench seem to have laughed at the affair, 
as they jeeringly called to the men in the ditch to come on. 
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On the evening of the 5 th, the breaches were declared 
practicable ; but as the enemy appeared to bo making most 
formidable preparations to repel any assault, Lord "Welling- 
ton determined to wait till the third breach was also prac- 
ticable. This being deemed to be so by the evening of tho 
6th, it was resolved to storm the place without an hour’s 
delay. 

The arrangements made for this purpose were as follows : 
The third division under General Picton was directed to 
attack the castle by escalade, while the guards in the 
trenches, which were furnished from the fourth division, 
should attack the ravelin of St. Roque, on the left of the 
castle. The fourth division, under Major-General Colville, 
and the light division, under Colonel Bernard, were ordered 
to attack the breaches in the bastions of Trinidad and Santa 
Maria. Major-General Walker, with his brigade, was to 
make a false attack upon the fort of Pardileras and other 
works on the banks of the Guadiana ; and General Power, 
with the Portuguese troops under his command, had orders 
to attack the tete-du-pont and fort of San Cristoval on the 
right of that river. 

The attack commenced exactly at ten o’clock at night. 
The breaches were attacked in the most gallant manner by 
the fourth and light divisions, who got almost to the covered 
way before they were perceived by the enemy. But General 
Phillipon had brought the bravest of his troops to that 
point, and every obstacle that the shortness of the time 
would admit of was opposed to their advance ; and notwith- 
standing the most determined and almost desperate efforts 
which were made by the British to overcome these obstacles, 
they were three times repulsed, and were unable to effect 
an entry by the breaches. Many a gallant man fell a victim 
to his bravery, and success had almost become hopeless, 
when the commander was informed that General Picton was 
in possession of the castle. 

This cheering information soon spread through the ranks, 
and the allied troops returned to the charge with an impe- 
tuosity that nothing could oppose, and in ten minutes more 
they were in possession of the place. General Walker suc- 
veeded in his attack upon the Pardileras, which was taken 
possession of by the 15 th Portuguese infantry, under Colonel 
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CIUDAD RODRIGrO. 


A.D. 1812. 

Tiie allied army under Lord 'Wellington remained in 
cantonments till the 7th of January, waiting for the arrival 
of the artillery ; the light divisions being advanced in front, 
observing the enemy’s movements. 

The battering-train having reached Almeida on the 8th, 
Lord Wellington commenced the investment of Ciudad 
Rodrigo. Before this place could be even approached, it 
was necessary to take or destroy a palisadoed redoubt, which 
had been erected on the hill of St. Francisco, as also three 
fortified convents connected with that work. This operation 
'was given to Major-G-eneral Crawford, who, as soon as it was 
Sark, sent Colonel Colborne, of the 52nd, with a detachment 
»f the light division, to take the fort. The attack was ably 
conducted by Colonel Colborne ; it was stormed in gallant 
style, two captains and forty-seven men being made pri- 
soners. Captain Mein, of the 52nd, who led the storming 
party, was severely wounded, but the British loss was 
trifling. In consequence of this success, the army broke 
ground the same night, within sis hundred yards of the 
city, notwithstanding that the enemy held the fortified 
convents. 

On the 14th of January, Lord Wellington opened his fire 
from twenty-two pieces of ordnance, which formed three 
batteries in the first parallel. On the night of that day, 
likewise, the approach was opened 'with the second parallel, 
and the besiegers were established in it, within a hundred 
and fifty yards of the walls of the place. This operation 
was rendered secure on the right, by Greneral Sir Thomas 
Grraham having surprised the enemy’s detachment in the 
convent of Santa Cruz, and Greneral Colville equally secured 
it on the left by getting possession of the convent of St. 
Francisco. 

January 15th, 16th, and 17th were spent in completing 
the second parallel and the approaches to it, and in erecting 
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that it not only covered the advance of that brigade, but 
even preceded it in the attack. General 3 Crawford and 
Vandeleur, with the troops on the left, were equally forward 
in their movements, and in less than half an hour from the 
commencement of the attack, the city was in possession of 
the allies. General Pack converted his false attack into a 
real one. The Portuguese troops scaled the walls in every 
direction ; and the advanced-guard, under Major'Lynch, fol- 
lowed the enemy’s troops from the advanced works into the 
fausse-braie , where they made prisoners of all that opposed 
them. 

Major-General M'Kinnon was blown up by the explosion 
of one of the enemy’s mines near the breach. General 
Crawford received a mortal "wound while leading on his 
division ; and Major ISTapier, one of the bravest men in the 
army, lost an arm. M‘Kinnon had been a schoolfellow of 
Buonaparte. 

The value of this capture of Ciudad Rodrigo was very 
great. 1st. It erected a wall, and a very strong one, against 
any new invasion of the Portuguese frontier. 2nd. It was 
so much gained towards clearing the country between the 
Douro and the Tagus. 3rd. It intercepted the communi- 
cation of the enemy between the north and south of Spain, 
and thereby rendered the operations of their armies in the 
north, and their army in the south, two distinct lines, having 
the allied army between them. 4 th. It paved the way for 
the siege of Badajos. 5th. It greatly raised the credit and 
popularity of the allied cause. 

This siege only lasted twelve days. The allies lost twelve 
hundred men and ninety officers ; among the latter of whom 
was one who appears to have been a general favourite, for 
it was said, “ Three generals and seventy other officers had 
fallen, yet the soldiers fresh from the strife only talked of 
Hardyman:” he was a captain of the 45th. 

It is lamentable to hear the historian of the Peninsular 
war attach the same blame to the allied troops in this siege 
as we have mentioned in that of Badajos. “ Disgraceful,” 
he says, “ were the. excesses of the allied troops : the Spanish 
people were allies and friends, unarmed and helpless, yet all 
these claims were disregarded. ‘ The soldiers were not to be 
controlled.’ That excuse will not suffice. Colonel Macleod, 
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a critical and dangerous point, and its fortifications were 
repaired. The ruins of the castle were very strong, being 
Btone, and of deep foundation, situated, besides, on the brow 
of a hill, commanding the river Arlanzon, on which the 
town stands, and the roads on both sides of it. These 
ruins were repaired, and strengthened by additional earth- 
works. Beyond the hill - on which the castle is situated is 
another eminence, called St. Michael’s Hill, on which a 
hornwork was erected. Adjoining the castle was a church, 
which was converted into a fort. The above works were 
included within three distinct lines of circumvallation, which 
were so carried and connected as to form an oblong square, 
and each to defend and support without endangering (in 
the event of being itself lost) the others. The garrison 
consisted of more than two thousand men. 

As Burgos is on the north side of the Arlanzon, whilst 
the allied army was on the south, and as the castle com- 
manded both the river and the roads, "Wellington had some 
difficulty in preparing the passage, and the remainder of 
the day of the 18th was employed in making the necessary 
arrangements. On the following day this operation was 
effected. The outworks of the hill of St. Michael were 
immediately seized, and the troops posted close to the horn- 
work. At night the hornwork was itself attacked and car- 
ried, and thus the whole of St. Michael’s Hill was obtained. 
This hill was, however, a mere outwork to the main fortress, 
inasmuch as the possession of it only brought the allies in 
front of the outermost of the three lines, behind which were 
the castle and body of the work. 

The possession of this eminence afforded the allies a 
better knowledge of the defences of the fort, with a com- 
manding view of some of the works. The besieged evinced 
neither tardiness nor want of skill ; they had demolished, in 
an incredibly short time, the houses which interfered with 
their line of defence. They had raised ramparts of earth 
and biscuit-barrels, and constructed fleehes and redans to 
cover the batteries and sally-gates. These works, con- 
sidering the materials and the pressure' of the time, were 
so solid . and accurate as to command the general praise of 
the British, engineers, whilst the Portuguese regarded them 
with astonishment : a proof of the value of the knowledge 
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and the ditch and scarp, were covered with dead of both par- 
ties. Amongst these was the gallant leader himself, Major 
Laurie. 

This gallantry, however, was rendered useless by the 
total failure of the Portuguese division. After much severe 
fighting, therefore, and a great consequent loss, the party was 
withdrawn, — an affair in itself of great peril and difficulty, 
as their ardour had carried them nearly into the lines. It 
was a matter of congratulation that the whole party had 
escaped being made prisoners. The total British and Portu- 
guese loss on this occasion was not short of four hundred 
killed and wounded. 

It would be of little professional instruction, and of less 
general interest, to follow the details of an irregular, and 
therefore inartificial siege, from day to day ; we shall 
therefore confine ourselves to the attacks. Of those, during 
the whole siege, there were five ; two we have already 
described. 

After the failure of the storm on the 22nd, a mine was 
directed under the same exterior, line. It was exploded in 
the midnight of the 29th, and a breach, erroneously deemed 
practicable, effected in the parapet. A storming party was 
immediately advanced, and at the same moment, for the 
purpose of diversion, a strong column was directed in front 
of the town. The storming party unluckily missed its way, 
and thereby the affair failed. 

Between the following day and the 4th of October, ano- 
ther mine was conducted near to the same point, and the 
former breach was improved by fire from the batteries. This 
mine was exploded in the afternoon of the 4th, and the 
result was a second practicable breach. These two breaches 
were immediately stormed by the second battalion of the 
.twenty-fourth, divided into two parties, under CaptainHedder- 
wick and Lieutenants Holmes and Praser. This assault was 
-completely successful, and the allies were thus established 
within the exterior fine of the castle; The loss was severe, 
but not beyond the value of the service. 

The enemy, however, did not leave the allies in tranquil 
possession of this position : they made two vigorous sallies 
to interrupt the works against the second line, and con- 
tinued their operations for the same purpose with very little 
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of the place. The garrison, moreover, ■were without water, 
and suffered great severities by having to bivouac in narrow 
quarters.* 

On the morning of the ISth of October, a breach having 
been effected and a mine having been prepared under tho 
church of St. Roman, it was resolved that the mine should 
be exploded the same evening, and that upon such explosion, 
the breach should be stormed and the line (tho second line) 
escaladed. Accordingly, at the appointed time in the even- 
ing, the attaching party was divided into three columns: 
the one under Lieutenant-Colonel Browne, composed of 
Spanish and Portuguese, were to attack the church ; the 
second party, composed of a detachment of tho German 
legion, under Major Wurmb, were to storm the breach; 
whilst the third party, composed of the guards, were to 
escalade the line. At this moment the mine blew up, and, 
being the appointed signal, the parties at onco rushed for- 
ward to their assigned points. 

The explosion of the mino carried away the whole of the 
wall which defended that point, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Browne succeeded in lodging his party on the ruins and 
outworks. The enemy retreated to a second parapet behind 
the church, over the heads of the advancing assailants. 
This occasioned much loss and confusion ; and a flank fire 
of the enemy coming in aid, compelled the lieutenant-colonel 
to suffer the retreat of his men, and to content himself 
with saving them from disorder. 

In the mean time, Major Wurmb had directed his party 
against the breach. The distinguished gallantry of this 
assault merited a more successful result. The breach was 
carried in an instant, and a considerable number of the 
party in the same moment got into the body of the place. 
But here began the conflict. The enemy opened upon them 
such a destructive fire, both from the third line and the body 
of the castle, and brought down upon them such superior 
numbers, that, after the loss of their gallant leader and a 
great proportion of their force, they were compelled to 
retire, and almost in the moment of victory to evacuate what 
they had so bravely gained. 

The third party, the guards, experienced a similar success 
* The Royal Military Chronicle. 
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some heights between Burgos and Quontana. This move- 
ment was made on the 19th of October. The enemy assem- 
bled their army at Monasterio on the same day. On tho 
following evening, the 20th, they moved a force of nearly 
ten thousand men to drive in tho outposts at Quentana, and 
which, according to order, withdrew as they approached. 
The marquis had now recourse to a flank movement ; tho 
result gave him an advantage ; upon seeing which, the enemy 
again fell back upon Monasterio. 

And this maoeuvre, indeed, was the last operation of tho 
siege of Burgos, for on the following day, the 21st, a letter 
from Sir It. Hill reported such a state of affairs upon the 
Tagus, that the marquis found it to bo an act of necessity 
immediately to raise the siege, and to fall back upon the 
Douro. Accordingly, the siege was raised the same night, 
and the army was in march on the following morning. 


ST. SEBASTIAN. 

A.D. 1813. 

Ok the retreat of the Trench army after its defeat at 
Yittoria, Marshal Jourdan threw a garrison into St. Sebastian 
of between three and four thousand men, and the place was 
immediately afterwards invested by the Spaniards. In tho 
beginning of July, the fifth division of the army, with two 
Portuguese brigades, making a force of from 9,000 to 
10,000 men, arrived before it to form the siege, which was 
intrusted to Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Graham. 

A proportion of artillery, consisting of twenty-four 
pounders, with 1,500 rounds of ammunition per gun, six 
eight-inch howitzers, with 1,000, and four ten-inch mortars, 
with 500 rounds, and four sixty-eight-pounders, with a 
proportion of shells, were in ships at Los Passages; and 
with the army there were six eighteen-pounders : this 
quantity of artillery was deemed adequate to the attack of 
the place. 

The town of St. Sebastian is built on a peninsula running 
nearly east and west ; the northern side being washed by 
the river TJrumea, the southern by the sea. The front 
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)stinately to defend it, winch the troops carrying further 
ian was ordered, they were obliged to retire with somo 

S3. 

17th of July. — The end of the convent having been 
itirely beaten down, the ninth regiment and a Portuguese 
rigade assaulted and carried it with little difficulty. 

Two more batteries for the eighteen-pounders and the 
vo howitzers were thrown up in the night, in a situation 
) enfilade and take in reverse the defences of the town. 

On the night of the 18th of July the suburbs of 
t. Martin, which the enemy had burned, were occupied : 
bey, however, continued to hold the circular redoubt. 

Night between the 19th and 20th of July. — Approaches 
ieve struck out to the right and left of St. Martin. 

On the 20th of July all the batteries opened. 

In the night between the 20th and 21st of July, early 
n the evening, the enemy abandoned the circular redoubt : 

. working party of seven hundred men had been prepared 
o open a parallel across the isthmus, but the night proving 
ixtremely dark, tempestuous, and rainy, the men dispersed 
imong the ruined buildings of St. Martin, and not more 
ihan two hundred could be collected together; therefore 
mly about one-third of the parallel and the right approach 
;o it were opened. 

On the 21st of July, Sir Thomas Graham sent a flag of 
cruce with a summons to the governor, but he would not 
receive it. 

In the night between the 21st and 22nd of July, the left 
communication and the remainder of the parallel across the 
isthmus were opened ; the parallel near its left crossed a 
drain level with the ground, four feet high and three feet 
wide, through which ran a pipe to convey water into the 
town. Lieutenant Eeid ventured to explore it, and at the 
end of 230 yards, he found it closed by a door in the 
counterscarp, opposite to the face of the right demi-bastion, 
of the hornwork ; as the ditch was narrow, it was thought 
that by forming a mine at this extremity of the drain, the 
explosion would, throw earth sufficient against the escarpe, 
only twenty-four feet high, to form a road over it ; eight 
feet at the end of the aqueduct was therefore stopped with 
filed sand-bags, and thirty barrels of powder, of ninety pounds 
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the assaulting party had returned into the trenches, with 
the loss of nearly one hundred hilled and four hundred 
wounded. 

The advanced guard, with Lieutenant Jones, who led them, 
were made prisoners on the breach ; of the other engineers, 
Captain Lewis was severely wounded, and Lieutenant Machell 
was killed. Lieutenant-Colonel Sir B. Eleteher was wounded 
at the same time in the trenches. 

This assault does not appear to have failed from want of 
exertion, but from the fire of the place being left entire, and 
from the great distance at which the covered appi’oackes 
were from the breach ; the troops were stated in the Gazette 
to have done their duty, but that it was beyond the power 
of gallantry to overcome the difficulties opposed to them. 

On this failure being reported to Lord "Wellington, he 
came over from Lesaca,. and decided upon renewing the 
same mode of attack, but on a much more extended scale, 
as soon as sufficient guns and ammunition should arrive 
from England ; the augmentation to the attack was to ex- 
tend the breach on the left to the salient angle of the 
demi-bastion of the main front, and from batteries to be 
established on the left of the attack, to continue it round 
the whole of its face, and to the end of the high curtain 
above it. 

On the 27th of July, at seven a.m., the enemy made a 
sortie, to feel the guard, of the trenches ; they surprised it,, 
and entering the parallel at the left, swept it to the right,, 
carrying into the place two hundred prisoners. In conse- 
quence of this loss, the guard was concentrated in a small 
portion of the left of the parallel, and the right of the 
trenches was only occasionally patrolled. 

On the 28th of July, Marshal Soult attacked Lord "Wel- 
lington, in the hope of relieving Pampeluna, and the result 
of the action not being known to Sir Thomas Graham, he,, 
on the 29th, embarked all the artillery and stores at Los 
Passages, and sent the transports to sea ; the siege was 
therefore converted into a blockade, the guard continuing, 
to hold the trenches. 

August 3rd, the enemy surprised a patrol in the parallel, 
and made it prisoners. 

On the 6th the guns and stores were re-landed at Lo- 


Hati'crf jo noqo twoq prq fftrot?nKXwd 
* vjt.MuvJr^ ?rcd A'q °m?t)<ud *?nq ! oj?jo9 c opcrn .{motto 

ii ‘iinSov j® vsz p«» *iuc ©n? ow*i»i n°\ u «*» u i 

* mom jnoj 

pm: * W 5F® ui? jo StHj«nx«» ‘?i ao pornS fi,.fmono oq? 
w iusniiuJ optui puc *wrjo‘ v?c? jd prnqst itpox q8tq oq? 
Vm wftu rnn FP^i mu now poopanq o.w? jo tod V 

•notjcnjj? ojqwojoatl t? tn Frcno oq? jo 
jr'i'j*] opctn mu Joioo Vodnswa oq? jo ?ooj oq? Supos ?on 
fS»toEM<I 01 oomqstp Suoj v ?c Suioq eouo??t:q popaio 
0*1 oqi # qus 0«H V vv *1105 oq? uMJi?oq ?q5;a oqi op 
oqj jo ?Jrd pomJApo oq? aopan Smuiui JCcaono 
r , jn.ntud oj '60U0|pa unoj o? qnns ojou eydqs oa\j, 

J .Moqc nttpino oq? jo poo oq? qocaiq oi pnc ‘noijMq-jwop 
rql jo o(Sa«? ?oojp?8 oqj oj qocojq ?cq? onm?ndo o? pnc 
Vccuq pjo oqi jo qnep qoco no ono 'sjouo? oxi? oqi tpcojq 
0} pjjooitp mu iq9u oqi no SDU0??rq oqi jo ojr? oqj, 

•joqio oq; Oioqo otro ‘oaq 
r vi ooos IP ojou qotqu ‘qjo.utuoq oqi jo noi?Bcq-twop yoj 
oqi jowrjoq? poo 'qdcoxq p[o oqi jo aoi?cmn?noo ut mcpmo 
oqi jo p03 oqi puc*?nojj ureax oqi jo uot?scq-iraop qjd[ oqi 
qjr-wq of popMip oj dm soti9 noojjiq? oqj ‘sninq?si oq? HQ 
•poaoao B3U3i?vq oq? ‘isnSny jo q?gj; oq? jo *rcv ?qS;o ?y 

•sJonosud 

OApu? ?noqtr cnoq? q?ui jjo ScrrXrxoo ‘oxi?oj o? poSqqo pac 
V jqDncu) oqi jo oxcnS oq? jo ?xcd c jfq pojpoqo ojou &>q? 
*?qta t ?t Saop doous o? ‘joio.uoq ‘9tn?dmo??c nt i pqpjacd 
oq? o?tn noisnjaoo pauico pun ‘eoqoaoi? oq? jo qiod poouo.v 
•pc oq?’ poJO?no ‘oj?jo 9 o opera Amouo oq? iqSiapjaz ?y 
•uoi?iaodo snoiAoad oq? aoj Xio??eq 
ci ?nd ou?*/?itq? oq? o? uoi?;ppc m ‘aotrcnpjo jo sooaid 
?q®t3-.^Joj 9aroq 'wr?Joax noo?ns pno 'ejoprmod-jnoj'Xiaau? 
030-I)n3u? ‘Eopcnoxrco JopnnocIr?q2ja-^?xis Jnoj *sJDz?iuoq 
(roojitppc U3A0S joj unSoq sou aaioo ‘?q2u oq? no pmj 
‘pwaamoioo ojo.m ‘o3rrc?sip 4 epie.C poxpunq uoaos ?o ‘?t oioqo 
C7T?m3 oq? pae noi?ecq-iw3p ?jo( oq? jo ootrj oq? qaeoxq 
o? WS nocqjxqi joj BOuo??rq paoiyppc ou? ‘yoj oq? u q 

•pooaomraoooj oSois oi[? pa« 
'pqdnDOo ureSn seu Boqonoj? oq? jo oji?no oq? q?p jj oq? qq 

•pue(3ag; mojj poxujc nor? or 
•ncrae pm: Xioyiiic pnot?ippc oq? q?gx oq? no pnc ‘eoScsscj 

•inOJBlH JO B3D2IS JT3SD 


0G9 




... :■ ■«;>'! -.cm 3 

j., p,>ju*iJop ‘uojujtS : '■ ■ ■ • ' "' i .■ 

J w?qt stiff *Kui?tn : • *■ ■ 1 * * i ** ■ 1 

j~t? pan futm oq? s3\o ?o 8 saatSap Xq uocu oq? pus Jnwtj? 
V, iouowp jays ,I0 ° 9 qacwq oq? utq?uv ?U 3 uiqonoJ? 
*jj prj ! XawuO oq? Xq p.-mopncqn qjoa\ qJOAituoq oq? jo 
c^gtjo j; 1 ! pnc nipACj oqj i cjjqjjo i jkuj opera ejmqtmn oq? 
t 'iHV* o} ce?oq qauajj oq? pun ‘qanwq oq? tnq?m papopt 
' T , rt -q f jfnqmo 3 )o X?i?om!> e ‘oonrtp Xddnq v Xq *noqA\ 
lidirp pcq coijjoxo pomnjuoo jo wuoq oai? jo tpjtAvdfp 
4 "stan» otjj cnctf o? opjean pec 'notjcnjic ojqcjnoACjun oaiva 
t ,„. in Sinnrcmcu edooj? q?tAi pojOAOO ai’ou bcav qanojq oqx 
1 ' * "‘Xrpqeirai pun odraff jo ojtj X&coq c Japan 'o^s 

pssotpor qXioin tn *q?nora s?t jcou 'cotmu^ joau oq? popaoj 
*nOjnxqWl»P oai?' xn ‘osonSnjJoj oq? pan 5 oannJaAosJod 
p-qrenrf qjiAi ‘Foqancu? oq? jo ?no pofp oq pjnoa Xoq? ec 
jirj tv 'jfpAtKsaaons ao ?nog ojoaa edooj? qeoj^ •Xpnnj ?sod 
jt'H paste? cncarXawno oq? ?nq 
«-vqi 3 ?noq?tA\ ‘ 4 ; mcS o? opera 
niqini enttu poqoaarjai oq? 

oq? ■ * ■ ■■•."• : ■ ■ ■ *■* 

wjt : ■ • 1 _ ■ ■ « 

pec ‘Xaioria oq? Xq potdnooo Xp3noj?s suai ‘sjpjaa pqpuitu 
torpor?? ?sajcja oq? 2aop? paujca ?aaraqaaoj?oj jo oarf y 
•pawsop 0} ojqisgod ecaa ?t oaop; qotqAi Xq ‘eosnoq oq? jo jpJAi 
pua on yaj gcaa woq? pan oaaq pun i qooajq oq? jo qocq oq? 
oj no paatof qoiqji easnoq oq; jo sunu oqj ojoaa qaiqAA japun 
*q;dop at qaoj OAq-XjaoA\; oj uaoyrj uiojj ‘jpj anjnoipuodjad 
c reji qoVwq oq? jo ?saa oq? jo o(oqAi oq? jo qocq oq? ?y 

•qjOAViuoq 

oq? joojij oq? o? poffodxa qonm scAiqnoosc oq? pan '“uipunai 
-aoo bcav ojaq? noi?nn?ts B,Xraoaa oq? ?nq ! upjfojjgf oq? o? 
ojrab ojqtssoooc gcai qocojq oq? ‘ajn?ino oq? jo puo oq? 

•ponnetn ?oa ct;aa ‘poSojsoq oq? joj Xja?nun?JOj ‘qocajq oq? 
jo yaj oq? uo ‘cjmfczoary jo joaao? oq? ?nq i ?i o? pasodxo 
rej» qojqAi jo ?jca ?cojS a ‘qocajq oq? uo ponicjaicnr stjaa 
wg AAWq c oonaq? uiojj pun ‘pauunru poAA scaa qioAAUioq 
cq? jo qoncjq ?jo{ oq? pun ‘woipcnajS Xq pardnaoo X[Suoj?g 
rcA ‘paqonojq pua oq? o? uoao ‘tncjino ujnm oqj^ *qonojq 

'XHOlSin ZO EZ03IS IVEOIQ gQO 


ST. SEBASTIAN. 


rm 


sending fresh men, was quickly driven from all its entrench- 
ments, except the convent of St. Teresa, into tho castle. 

Prom the superior height of the curtain, the artillery in 
the batteries on the right of the TJrumea were able to keep 
up a lire on that part during the assault, without injury to 
•he troops at the foot of the breach, and being extremely 
well served, it occasioned a severe loss to the enemy, and 
probably caused the explosion which led to tho final success 
of the assault. 

The assailants had upwards of five hundred killed and 
fifteen hundred wounded; of the garrison, besides tho actual 
killed and wounded during the assault, seven hundred wero 
made prisoners in the town. Of tho engineers, Lieutenant- 
colonel Sir It. Pletcher, Captains Rhodes and Collyer, wero 
killed ; and Lieutenant-colonel Burgoyno, and Lieutenants 
Barry and Marshall, were wounded. 

As soon as the town was carried, a communication was 
made from the left of the parallel to tho salient - anglo of tho 
ditch of the ravelin, through the counterscarp, which was 
blown in, and so into the town by tbo great gato ; aud pre- 
parations were made to reduce the castle. 

The plan for the attack was to erect batteries on tbo works 
of the town, and breach some of the main points of tbo castlo 
defences, as the battery de la Reyna, tbo Mirador, and the 
keep, as well as the thin loop-holed walls connecting them. 

On the 2nd of September, a new battery for seventeen 
guns was commenced, occupying the whole terreplein of the 
bornwork, and another for three guns on the left of the cask 
redoubt. 

A discussion for surrender was entered into with General 
Rey, but be broke it off. 

By .the 4th of September, the town, which caught fire soon 
after the assault, from the quantity of ammunition and com- 
bustibles of all sorts scattered about, w r as nearly consumed, 
and the fire became a great impediment to carrying the 
approaches forward. 

Up to the 7th, the- enemy had fired but very little since 
the assault ; and by this evening, the roofs of the unburnt 
houses and steeples bad been prepared for musketry, to open 
at- the time of the assault on the castle. 

On the 8th, at ten a.m., all the batteries opened on th" 
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SIEGE OE ANTWERP. 

A.D. 1830. 

This siege, although it took place at a distance of fifteen 
years from its cause, was the result of one of the many political 
errors of the treaty of Vienna. Nothing could be more 
unwise and short-sighted than to expect a peaceful union 
between Belgium and Holland, and particularly of so strict 
a nature as that union in some of its features was composed. 
Although near neighbours, the Belgians and the Dutch are 
widely different : different in language, institutions, blood; 
and traditions. The union likewise, instead of being ce- 
mented by conciliation, was rendered galling by oppressive 
enactments ; the monarch reigning over both countries was 
the king of Holland, and the proceedings of the courts of 
law were commanded to be carried on in the language of 
that country, so that Belgium appeared more like a con- 
quered province than a willing partner in a union brought 
about for the benefit of botfi. If the union of England 
with Scotland had been carried on upon the principle of the 
one we are speaking of, the animosities and heart-burnings 
would never have subsided ; we have had two invasions or 
rebellions, as it is, in which that country has taken part 
against us, although we form part of the same island. The 
Belgians have more of the character of the Erench or the 
Germans than of the Dutch ; they are as industrious, in- 
genious, and mercantile as the Dutch ; but they are more 
chivabic- in their traditions ; which feeling is kept alive by 
their splendid mediaeval monuments, by their noble history, 
and by the Catholic religion ; and, however science, and the 
progress of general knowledge, may soften down the asperi 
ties which separate neighbouring peoples, no nation, capable 
vf good, willingly parts from its traditions. In short, the 
Belgians were not a people to sink willingly into a secondary 
state, particularly under the Dutch, with whom they felt 
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the following day, the populace, by a sudden movement 
within the city, overpowered and disarmed some of the 
Dutch posts. On the 27th this internal contest was 
renewed: the populace succeeded in carrying one of tho 
gates ; it was immediately thrown open, and tho insurgent 
army poured into the city, accompanied by a commissioner 
of the provisional government, who had been sent from 
Brussels to instal the new authorities. General Chassd, 
instead of risking his diminished garrison in street-warfare, 
retired into the citadel, the guns of which gave him the 
command of the town. The insurgents were not ignorant 
of this, and a convention was agreed to, by which both parties 
bound themselves to remain quiet. Scarcely, however, had 
the convention been signed, when the insurgents, in open 
violation of it, attacked the important post of tho arsenal, 
forcing one of its gates by cannon-shot. This act of 
treachery left General Chasse no alternative ; he was bound 
to do his duty, and defend his men. The citadel and tho 
frigates in the harbour opened a cannonade upon the town. 
“ An awful and simultaneous roar of artillery now fell on 
the ears of the affrighted inhabitants. In an instant the 
citadel, forts, and fleet hurled forth their converging thunder. 
Am iron deluge rained upon the city-walls, and clattered 
among the buildings. Showers of shells, bombs, and car- 
cases were heard, cracking, bursting, and bellowing around 
the venerable towers of St. Michael ; the uproar of their 
explosion being multiplied by the echoes of the cathedral. 
'Walls, roofs, and floors fell, crushed beneath the resistless 
weight of projectiles, which sought their victims in the very 
cellars, confounding mangled bodies and ruined edifices in 
one mutilated and confused heap. Ere long, dark columns 
of smoke and jets of flame were seen to rise. The arsenal 
and entrepot wer-e fired. The obscurity of the night soon 
gave way to a red and glaring lustre, that converted the 
dark vault of heaven into a fiery canopy, whose lurid reflec- 
tion announced the fearful catastrophe to the distance of 
many leagues. 

“ The terror and stupefaction of the inhabitants baffles 
description. Some concealed themselves in their vaults and 
cellars ; others rushed wildly through the streets, shrieking 
and bewildered. Such as had horses or vehicles, no matter 
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pected severity of General Chasse, sent a deputation at 
dawn to treat with, him, and it was agreed that a flairs 
should remain exactly as they were, until the general 
question should be definitively settled. Chasse has been 
generally and deservedly blamed for having inflicted such 
a punishment upon a largo, wealthy, commercial city liko 
Antwerp, for tho frantic extravagances of an excited popu- 
lace : the bombardment, perhaps, did not in one case injure 
the parties who had provoked his anger. 

The kingdom of the United Netherlands had been created 
by Britain, Austria, Eussia, Prussia, and Prance, and when 
it was found that the parties could not cohere, they felt called 
upon to look after the work of their own hands. Belgium 
had nobly obtained its own independence ; to have coerced 
a reunion would most likely have brought on a serious war, 
several of the powers having, too plainly, views of a self- 
interested nature. Belgium was, therefore, by general con- 
sent, erected into an independent kingdom, under Princo 
Leopold of Saxe-CoboiU'g ; tho Dutch immediately withdrew 
their troops from that country, and tho inhabitants of 
Antwerp were relieved from the presence of a foreign 
garrison in their citadel. 
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and their superhuman agencies, and they will bear no com- 
parison with Mi*. Bussell’s extraordinary (I was about to 
use a much stronger word) correspondence with the Times .- 
physically and mentally, no man could have been better 
calculated for the task ho undertook. Collected in a volume, 
his letters will pass down to posterity in company with 
“ Drinkwater’s Gibraltar,” the only work wo remember that 
is worthy of the association. 

With his graphic pictures fresh in the minds of every 
one, it is discouraging to attempt an account of this noblo 
struggle, but as the “ Great Sieges of History ” would be 
incomplete without it, we must do as we did with that of 
Gibraltar, sketch slightly the early scenes, dwell principally 
upon the great catastrophe, drawing largely and gratefully 
upon a better historian than ourselves ; and asserting occa- 
sionally our privilege of commenting upon what passes. 

The first thing in this great expedition that strikes a 
reflective mind, is the facility of transport. Thought natu- 
rally travels back to the days when an army from Western 
Europe, on its way to Constantinople, -was diminished by 
hundreds of thousands in the mere transit. Compare the 
march of Peter the Hermit, Walter the Penniless, and 
their countless hosts, with the passage of the gallant allies 
to nearly the same scene of action — want, fatigue, harassing 
enemies, and death, — with privations and inconveniences 
only felt from habitual ease and indulgence. But, perhaps, 
this very circumstance enhances the cheerfulness and courage 
with which the armies have encountered and passed through 
dangers and difficulties to which their previous life had not 
at all broken them in. Hever, we believe, did an army 
better preserve its spirits ; a gleam of sunshine, a scintilla- 
tion of success, could always restore the Englishman’s hearty 
laugh, the Irishman’s humorous joke, the Scotchman’s- 
sly, sniggering jeer, whilst not even weather or enemies 
could silence the music or the gaiety of the Erench. 

Next to the consideration of the troops and the voyage, 
our attention is drawn to the materiel with which they 
were to work. Although the expedition was long debated, 
and at last delayed till too late a period of the year, we are 
forced to the painful conviction that the authorities at home 
threw this great stake without due forethought or know- 



irnpp jraqi jfq Saotmj popora onreJ am 

SoSnOMpoion ““l °) M Sn0 “HI 0 oqj ‘stiMOld 
V-o i^ntuS c O) Sm^nnorau qsotnio ‘noroido Try -tarty 
(ppm lodoireqasSntSrtsoq jqj poirdoad noqj Eotnua oqi 


ot rcoS etq 'totnuj -raj OAM[ oj ‘ssompts /q 'paSqqo ecaa 
•/cot qcaMJ oqj papttcmtaoa oqu 'pnrary v)g ptqsjapy 
, , wl n3 0) tqqctm et:.u qnq ‘caopsojop jo oomysip qjoqs 
jmnjut joS oqii ‘ I pJvqsin 0Jf;r ‘ajaq pm; ! lodojsvqog } o 
™Sts pooS a paq Ann ooiqd nq} rnojj; -EAcpnqcg; 10 nets 
’ L'fod soo) pm noun poqojctn ssyp oq) 'cj 3 [oqo Aq /psp 
oracrai /linji'P Sopq OTPI* ‘saqsiuutqs puc m-rep qspraty 

‘jgpnai oqj sjojaq 

IA1A qjlAA oquosap 
‘ijasen^; qjm 

owS« opnb ojw. be ‘omtjq v jo uoiquiaj^op aq; tmqs Xjjos 
aon oac’eivpnx: foSoia oq? oj eaAjasjno ongooo qsnra qav 
inff •XqcAto nciBsti^ oq; jo saaqrami m X^uouadna pv\ 
ou) 2 aipnt!}sq?TM^oa ‘cram 000‘8 J° bso^ e i^tiy ‘noA ebay 
im\X eqijo eq;— nomn aqj joXqjiOAi bhas. qptsaj oqj 

./ojoaa xiomtaoa c ;srnc2c opts Xq opis paqojGra ‘pgtoAi eqq 
jo saojjtin Bnonoidsnoo qsora eXeay |jg hi pm: 'pauajq%oo 
isora oil? oqj p eapload oq; ‘saboX pajpunq o.\g joj etupp 
. # ' ' ‘ Jiaqj jo qmod oqp 

•if UQ ’JJns aq:j ui 
i Bjrjids pap onj oqj qjtii 
pnsn aqp q;iAY papuappj 
Xjao ‘osro OA^wcdozoo qrjiAi pajoaga bvm noqcqjGqnzasjp 
orjj -qaj XgrijmEd omay igEjB poipaui eqp jo Baiouatogap 
oqj pjzc nviivssihiuioo oqj jo sp'dpp oq; ‘ainoq X^ira.urj 
-pnc*jnoj mq^iii ‘oaaq ptiy *3Baoq ojdai OOO'I UB qi QJOta 
pu joqinnn qoiqM jo ‘QQQ l lZ <>k Snpnnoi he sdooJ? qsqSog; 
sqj i tarauQ oqj m „noi;Ednooo jo Xidjc nc „ otnooaq pnq 
Ejsoq qonaij pcrc qsjiSng; aq^ ‘aaqraaqdag jo q?pp aq^ uq 

*HOJoqaic^{ Tj ncqj 

osjoii uoao paAOid ©Auq ppioAi ]odo^scqog (< ‘^napuodsaJJoo 
jtio„ qnoqjui :apjs3 itfunqf 8 |qon jno Xq patparaai noos 
KAiBiqj^nq 5 jnjaarjSsrp ajaAi s^nainajdrai pxrc’srajE sq^jo 
Xorni jo Esana.vijoajop oqj pnc Bdoojq aq'q jo ejotai ojqcq 
•oid aqj 05 noi^na^Etn Jiaq^ puc ‘^oajjadrat Xioa eea\. q^iAi 
pnajnoa oj puq Xaqj qbqAv qjtii aomqmcnbat: iiaqx *a2pa{ 


'Affoxsrir 50 ssDais avsao 


G09 




- oW naaq o-'tq qsmn qt ojaqq qptcj ec qnq J sjaogjo 
ratn tn qou st2av qt 'aaux OAtnq oqq in qoa gcav qjnoj oqj} 
jcamutaM ojqjoq opcqoads v bc ‘qqcap oq no „papanoq„ 
Iwioa osoqj &»* ‘qsoq c qqjoA\ gbai. nani qons jo otto sjdsa 
0 jq A VqA\. i pa> 5 f»iw saitf opjcnpiui asaqj wa» £t\ul qng; 
•sjaiptos qsiju^ jo BsoapbqoAop OAwq oqq oq Xqrprjjorami 
r? jnoos ecq qoiqii ‘XipjAca qqSif oqq jo qqSmqsno aqtuadsap 
)q p losdjjw ojoai — „ rao, qc pnc an „ oq pucraraoo 
oq; paApoaJ* ooao oqAV spjcnS aqq jo XqqjoAV ‘opcSuq 
/iCDq oqq JO oSjcqo oqq — paaicqsns raopps OAcq Xtqntgut 
cv ®&nnp c qons /q uaqcqsnn ,,‘japjnoqs oq Jappioqs,, 
poop oq* ‘sqoog oiciq oqq jo seonrajg aqj, ■CAtqqBpjg; 
)o coi pc oqq jo £vp 0 {qcjnatncj qnq snouoiS qcqq tn ucqq 
loaptAO ojotn snraaS pojpn> Smqqatnos aiqcquosopm qcqq 
jo aaVii oqq st ‘aSais eiqq jo asjnoo aqq m ‘aotrcqsat on Xg 
i ... •gjdioaud eqt joj SntqqSg 

ojoav oq* GJOipjos OAwq oqq jo asoqq’ joj ecq quauinjaAoS 
Oiippasajdai c ucqq spoq etq jo sqiojraoa aqq joj jaqqaq 
po’puojd ecq Japu otqodsap c puc i satflc aqq gb papncartnoo 
jpk’ sc oqtnb jo ‘naaq 9Acq sncissng; oqq : qsaquoa 
oqj SoiiiouaJ no easut: aspaaqq uotqaap’ai Sntqxqo jaqqony 
•cue B ( joip"[os aqq optnS [fa* qoa op pcaq s/pianaS aqq ji 

■ ■ * ■ ■'T' 1 " rcm ^qq notqoAap 

• pc jo ajaqds’qtjtns 

• , ’ a 9JB snotqjoxa Biq 

sj aatpios panijdjo 
_ q Xiqon os pptoii 

qq m snmaS 

-iptn qcq? jo jfyoncd anmapcap c sbaa aiaqq q'cq; ! papaatp 

^snoiojpnf s/tjiijt! qon ojoja sqjojga osaqj qcqq pmra aqq 

opt sdaaio notpiAnoa pus b ‘sdoojq paqp anq jo ejiojdra pun 

saoipaxa ncranqjadn • 

jpjpcaq qjtAi SniAiS ■■ 

pnc ‘oipSaana ‘aABjq 

oq piii qdtnnuq aqq 

•sjp ‘aanumpna pnc asconoo jo Abnawgap jo ‘Ajaqocajq jo 
ooncjsrn on qnq f sapis qjoq no qnan'bajj aiaAi ‘&ioqnmu jo 
ijucdsjp jo ‘jpqs jo qncAi ‘qaaptaoc tuojj ‘eajnpcj : patpqntn 
jaj?aq naaq sjnanoddo aqj OAnq ©5ats on uj -a[SSnjjs 
^jqq J° qsajajtrt Snrjjnoao X[rcp aqq Aioqoj oq ajqissodnn oq 
ppoAt qj ‘jaqdcqo v jo pcaqsm' annqoA v ajaji Bono Bsaqnji 

•znoiBin jo ESD3I9 lyaao 


f09 



SEBASTOPOL. 


605 


where. "We can fancy a Murat, the first sabreur in Europe, 
in the place of Lord Cardigan ; we can believe that with 
the eye and judgment of a general, relying on his reputa- 
tion, he might have refused to perform such a palpable and 
wanton sacrifice ; but Lord Cardigan had not the reputation 
of a Murat to fall back upon ; he is a rich nobleman, com- 
manding a regiment for his amusement, and not a soldier of 
fortune who has gained his rank by liis meritorious deeds. 
With the same spirit with which he would have accepted a 
personal challenge he led on his men to the charge ; but 
that is not the spirit to which the fate of nations should bo 
intrusted in the battle-field : great captains have not unfre- 
quently obtained honour by remonstrance against rash 
orders, and sometimes by disobeying them altogether. But, 
whether the fault of the charge lies with Captain Nolan, 
Lord Lucan, or Lord Cardigan, we never can conceive how 
the order for it could have emanated from a general who was 
so placed as to have the position to be attacked, with its 
defences and defenders, all before his eyes as in a panorama ! 
Whispers had permeated the armies that our light cavalry 
had not maintained the character it upon all occasions 
assumed ; such feelings are common in large hosts, but no 
general should consent for the sake of jealous rumours to 
sacrifice one of the most efficient arms under his command. 


. Lamentable as wa3 this affair, the day of Balaklava was, 
on the whole, advantageous to the besiegers ; the purpose 
of the enemy to remove us from a most eligible position was 
defeated, and they had such “a taste of our quality” as 
taught them to respect, if not to fear m. The worst result 
was the awful diminution of a force in which we were 


before but too weak : of our brave cavalry, ZH7 wore 
wounded, or missing; and of horses, 520. 

Very strangely, the Eussians claimed as a great 
their taking of the guns of the redoubts from the poo. 
fied Turks ; and, in their pride of heart, made, the no 
an attack, with. 5,000 men, upon our rigid/ Ihmk; hr. 
were repulsed by the division under ;iir D (> haey 
tvitn. the loss of 500 uizn. 

The work in the trenches new became very trying 
. men ; From the first, the British army wf, S ' J ^_ 
numbers for such an /ie/ore iae;— ? - 


killed, 

victory 
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forts. Things, which in England would have been cast to 
the dunghill, became valuable, and were sold at absurd 
prices : a tattered rug, 50s. ; a pot of meat, 15s. ; a sponge, 
25s. ; a half worn-out currycomb aud brush, 20s. ! 

With bad weather, sickness, of course, increased, affecting 
equally Erench, English, and Turks ; and, until tho matter 
was forced upon the authorities at home by tho Press, was 
not duly attended to. But what is still more strange, men 
there, upon the spot, were deaf to this imperative duty, and 
the eloquent Times correspondent says : “ The authorities 
generally treat the medical officers with cool disrespect and 
indifference.” There is no portion of this siege that will 
descend to posterity on the page of history with more honour 
to us as a people than that displaying the ready and earnest 
sympathy felt by most classes at home for our suffering 
compatriots: the public voice thundered in the ears of 
officials, and forced them to their duty ; individual charity, 
Individual exertion, were instantly put forth ; and woman ! 
.onstaut to her character of “ a ministering angel,” forsook 
the home of comfort, and the bed of down, for tho contami- 
nated atmosphere of a military hospital, and attendance by 
the wounded soldier’s couch. AVe care not what may be 
the high-sounding title of the general who shall achieve the 
conquest of the Crimea, it will pale beside that of Miss 
Nightingale, the leader of the Sisters of Mercy. 

At this period of the siege, spies, of a bold and artful kind, 
occasionally made their appearance in the allied camps. If 
the commanders had read our siege of Antioch, they might 
have followed the example of Bohemond : he roasted the 
bodies of some dead prisoners, and made it understood that 
the Crusaders served all spies in that manner ; he cleared 
his camp of that dangerous kind of vermin, against whom, 
we must say, the allies were not sufficiently watchful. How 
eloquently does a passage of Mr. Bussell’s account of the 
4th of November bear out our frequently-expressed convic- 
tion of the incapacity of the leaders ! He says : “ When- 
ever I look at the enemy’s outworks, I think of the Woolwich 
butt. What good have we done by all this powder P Very 
little. A few guns judiciously placed, when we first came 
here, might have saved us incredible toil and labour, because 
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despairing rallies, of desperate assaults, — in glens and 
valleys, in brushwood glades and remote dells, hidden from 
all human eyes, and from which the conquerors, Russian or 
British, issued only to engage fresh foes, till our old supre- 
macy in the use of the bayonet, so rudely assailed in this 
fight, was triumphantly asserted, and the battalions of the 
Czar gave way before our steady courage and the chivalrous 
fire of France.” The Russians fought with desperation, 
constantly bayonetting the wounded as they fell. They 
had orders, likewise, to aim at every mounted officer — thence 
the death of generals Cathcart and Strangways, and the 
number of killed and wounded officers of rank : Sir George 
Brown was among the latter. 

The battle was won — but what again says the historian P 
“ A heavy responsibility rests on -those whose neglect 
enables the enemy to attack us where we were least pre- 
pared for it, and whose indifference led them to despise pre- 
cautions which, taken in time, might have saved us many 
valuable lives, and have trebled the loss of the enemy, had 
they been bold enough to have assaulted us behind intrench- 
ments. We have nothing to rejoice over, and almost every- 
thing to deplore, in the battle of Inkermann. We have 
defeated the enemy indeed, but have not advanced one step 
nearer towards the citadel of Sebastopol. We have abashed, 
humiliated, and utterly routed an enemy strong in numbers, 
in fanaticism, and in dogged resolute courage, and animated 
by the presence of a son of him whom they deem God’s 
vicegerent on earth ; but we have suffered a fearful loss, 
and we are not in a position to part with one man.” In 
this grand struggle 45,000 Russians were engaged, and 
their artillery was relieved no less than four times. The 
Minie rifle performed wonders on this day. 

Sir De Lacy Evans was very unwell on board ship, bub 
revived at the din of battle. He got on shore, and rode up 
to the front. And there, when the fight was over, he stood 
lamenting for the loss sustained by his division. One of his 
aides-de-camp was killed, another wounded ; of his two bri- 
gadiers, Pennefafcher had a narrow escape, and Adams was 
wounded : — “ and there lay the spot, the weakness of which 
the general had so often represented! It was enough to 
make him sad! ” 
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eloquent ? Do they not tell the story completely ? And 
among all this, winter set in with severity : they had no 
means of getting up the huts sent them ; it was as much as 
every man could do to provide his food. Some of the warm 
clothing sent from England went down in the Prince, somo 
was burnt in a ship at Constantinople, and lighters full of 
warm great-coats for the men were left to be saturated with 
wet in the port of Balaklava, because no one would receive 
them without orders. Such an army, and in such a situa- 
tion, was to be left to die of misery from “ etiquette ” and 
“ service regulations.” “ No one would take responsibility 
upon himself, if it were to save the lives of hundreds.” 

With Christmas came little Christmas cheer or Christmas 
merriment — neither Christmas-boxes nor New Year’s gifts. 
They went from England, but the army did not receive 
them at the appointed season or in the hour of need. 
Whilst friends were despatching more than warm wishes to 
the Crimea, the “ ill-fated army was melting away — dissolved 
in rain. On the 2nd of January, there were 3,500 sick in 
the British army before Sebastopol, and it is not too much 
to say that their illness was, for the most part, caused by 
hard work in had weather, and by exposure to wet without 
any adequate protection.” The Russians not only opened 
their new year on the 12th of January with the usual ringing 
of bells and other gaieties, but with a tremendous cannonade 
and a spirited sortie. They were, however, expected, and 
were vigorously repulsed and driven back close to the town ; 
so close, indeed, that had the allies been in sufficient force 
upon the point, they might have entered with them. 

At this inclement season the Cossacks, in sheepskin coats 
and fur caps, mounted on their rough, wiry ponies, with deal 
lances and coarse iron tips, were much better able to keep 
their piquet-watch than our cavalry. Though brilliant in 
their charges throughout the campaign, our cavalry cer- 
tainly played a more subordinate part than was expected of 
them. Before the introduction of railway travelling, we 
used to think the English, as a nation, the best horsemen in 
the world, though we never thought our military seat com- 
parable with a Yorkshire seat ; but this is an irrelevant 
question — beyond the famous charges, our cavalry are cer- 
tainly not prominent in this great year’s campaign. 

2 3 2 
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sieged ; but “ tbe sea, the sea ” did not allow its bravo rulers 
to. perisb. 

At this time Lord Lucan was recalled ; upon which cir- 
cumstance we will not venture a comment, for fear of being 
seduced into a long discussion. ' 

As soon as the 21st of February, the allies became awaro 
of the immense labours being carried on by the Russians in 
the north division of the city, on the other side of the 
harbour. There were not less than 3,000 men employed in 
the works, and the correspondent of the Times then foretold 
the exact purpose for which they were preparing : they 
were securing themselves a place of retreat. They received 
almost boundless supplies, without the allies being appa- 
rently able to hinder them. 

This siege was not unmarked by some of those occasional 
intercourses which teach men that, although opposed in 
deadly strife, they are human creatures. Now and' then an 
hour’s truce, for the purpose of burying the dead, brought 
Itussian officers out of the town, and civilities were ex- 
changed. But there was certainly something ruse in the 
demeanour of these gentlemen, and doubtless the most 
observant were selected for the duty. There was nothing 
of that heartiness of mutual respect which has, upon similar 
occasions, distinguished French and English officers. 

The railway, between Balaklaya and the camp, now began 
to be in operation, and was a source of intense wonderment 
to the Cossack piquets. 

The rifle-pits, which are no novelty in siege warfare, next 
became the objects of constant struggle. They were simple 
excavations in the ground, in front and to the right and left 
of the Malakoff tower, about six hundred yards from the 
works of the allies. They were faced round with sand-bags, 
loop-holed for rifles, and banked up with earth thrown from- 
the pits. They were, in fact, little forts or redoubts, to act 
against the besiegers, armed with rifles instead of cannon. 
Each could contain ten men, and there were six of them. 
They were so well protected and covered by the nature of 
the ground, that neither English rifleman nor French sharp- 
shooter could touch them. Some of the severest fighting of 
.the siege took place for the possession of these pits, which 
■were peculiar objects of French interest, as being in front 
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The abortive kertcli expedition took place early iu May, 
and was said to result iu nothing, from orders unfortunately 
received from Paris. The chagrin of Six' Edmund Lyons was 
so great as to produce illness. "When this great siege shall 
take its due place in the page of history, bright will be the 
renown of this noble specimen of a British sailor. But for 
Sir Edmund Lyons, we might look throughout this wax* in 
vain for the successors to our Blakes and Nelsons — for the 
commanders of the true arm of our nation. Jack, — im 
mortal Jack ! has well maintained his character for dauntless 
courage, kindness of heart, devotedness, and whimsicality ; 
but what is become of the race that used to lead him through 
“ the battle and the breeze?” — with the exception of Sir 
Edmund Lyons, echo answers, “ Where ? ” All honour to 
him ! — a grateful people’s honour ! 

The Russian night-attacks were more frequent, but they 
were, in all cases, repulsed with loss, although well planned 
and bravely carried out. The principal disadvantage to tho 
British arose from the havoc made among their best soldiers; 
the bravest - would go to the front, and were tho first 
victims. Races and cricket matches were gob up — but,* 
after a few trials, died out. The gallant troops tried. all 
they could to keep up their spirits ; but the real game going 
on was too serious. 

On the 16th of May the allies were delighted by a wel- 
come reinforcement. Tbe Sardinian troops began to arrive ; 
and, in addition to tbe gratification derived from such a 
circumstance, they were surprised by their warlike and 
splendid appearance. It was something new to the weather- 
beaten warriors, to see troops so newly and handsomely 
equipped. 

By the middle of this month the army became sensible of 
a deficiency which we, who are fresh from the study of 
Eastern sieges, had always dreaded: they were short of 
watei', and that for an army of men and horses is a calamity 
a thousand times worse than a deluge of rain. They were 
put to some inconvenience ; but Artesian wells, and supplies 
from tbe fleet, prevented the want from being severely felt. 

On tbe 22nd of May started the second expedition to 
Kerfcch, which was attended with complete success. The 
command of the British contingent was intrusted to Six’ 
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awakened the echoes, and hurled their bolts against Sebas- 
topol. “ Like greyhounds in the slips,” the two armies, who 
felt their strength, were eager and anxious for the doeisivo 
struggle. The advantages gained by the licet, wonderfully 
increased the confidence of the troop3. 

On the 7th of June, our brave attack upon the Quarrries 
came off, and our heroic allies, the Trench, made their 
immortal capture of the Mamelon. Tho British succeeded 
in taking and retaining the Quarries, but had to sustain six 
attacks of the Bussians, who fought not only bravely, but 
with desperation. "We wish we could afford space for tho 
details of the taking of the Mamelon by the Trench, as 
nothing but details can do it justice ; but we must content 
ourselves with saying, that complete as the success was, 
never was success more richly deserved. AVe doubt whether 
history can furnish a more exciting scene than the conflict 
for this important post ; great was tho glory, but dear the 
price paid for it ! Had we had a larger body in reserve, it was 
the general opinion that the Bedan would have shared the fate 
of the Quarries. "When we recollect what this fortress cost us 
on the memorable 8th of September, we have additional cause 
to lament the miserable want of generalship so often occurring 
in this siege. The men were equal to anything, but there 
was no military star of genius to lead them on. The loss, 
on all sides, was very great. The next day the Bussians 
solicited a truce, to bury the dead. This truce disappointed 
the troops, as it was believed both the Bedan and the 
Malakoff Tower might have been captured. It is not un- 
likely that there was more policy than humanity in the 
Bussian request, for, before the truce of a few hours was 
ended, these posts were strongly reinforced. The Trench 
immediately made every exertion to fortify their acquisition ; 
but the retention of the Mamelon and the Quarry, though 
' exceedingly important, was not a very easy matter. The 
Bussians were, perhaps, more aware of their value than we 
were. A flag of truce came out of the harbour to request 
the allied commanders not to fire on certain ships, as they 
were converted into hospitals. This, although complied- 
with, was by many thought to be a ruse to save the ships. 

On the 18th was made the unsuccessful attack upon the 
Malakoff and Bedjm. This was preceded by a hail of shot 
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supposed to be undefended, but, to their great surprise, they 
found our thirty men posted there' as sentries, who warned 
them back, and in the evening the party was strengthened, 
and we are now constructing most valuable works and bat* 
teries there.” Par, far be it from us to harbour a thought 
or utter a wish inimical to free institutions or representative 
governments, but there are times when the will of one 
strong mind will work more nobly than official routine : 
Mahomet II. would have reversed matters here — the general 
and the lieutenant would have changed places. 

The apparent rest, but real secret activity of both parties, 
was at first painfully broken in the British camp by the 
death of General Estcourt, the Adjutant- general of the 
army, which was quickly followed by that of the Commander- 
in-chief. Lord liaglan was too old, and too little accus- 
tomed to field-work and anxiety of mind to sustain the post 
he was placed in. Eorty years’ life of a British nobleman, 
in an official situation, could not have' prepared him for a 
struggle which would have taxed the energies of his master 
in his prime. Kind-hearted, amiable and gentlemanly, we 
believe him to have been, but these were scarcely the 
qualities to be pitted against Bussian ambition, artifices, 
energies, and dogged courage, or to enable him, at an 
advanced age, to contend with a climate, exposure, fatigue, 
and privations to which he had never been accustomed. 
Lord Baglan must have been more conscious than anybody 
else of his unfitness for the trying post he occupied : the 
better the man the more likely was he to suffer from this 
feeling. It was the failure at the Malakoff, more than 
disease, that terminated the career of one of whom we can 
speak with more pride as an English gentleman than as a 
great English general. 

But the great end began to approach ; it had been bought 
dearly, but it loomed above the horizon. Supplies of men and 
material were constantly arriving in the Allied camp, nor 
can it be said that their powerful enemy relaxed his efforts 
in these respects; but, however protected by earthworks, 
walls cannot endure battering for ever. With their hosts 
of sappers, the Erench made daily approaches to mining 
the principal fortifications, and in July, the '.Russian com- 
mander became so aware of the peril of his situation, that 
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servo ns a signal to their men. “ Instantly, from the sea to 
the Dockyard-creek there seemed to run a stream of lire, 
and ileeey, curling, rich, white smoke, as though the earth 
had been suddenly rent in the throes of an earthquake, and 
was vomiting forth the material of her volcanoes.” This 
iron storm made awful havoc on the works and in the city ; 
in its terrible course it ** swept the Russian Hanks, and 
searched their centre to the core.” “Such a volley,” says 
the historian and eye-witness, “ was probably never before 
uttered since the cannon found its voice.” It paralysed the 
Russians, and was well described by their General as tin Jen 
d’e nfer (an infernal or hellish fire) ; the batteries were not 
prepared to respond to such a destructive and appalling 
attack. But it was no temporary spirt with the French ; 
they kept to their guns with astonishing energy, rapidity, 
and strength, filling the very air with the murderous hail 
poured upon the enemy ; there were more than 200 pieces 
of artillery of large calibre, admirably served and well 
directed, playing incessantly on the hostile lines. The stono 
walls were like houses of card before this tempest, but the 
huge mounds of earth seemed quietly to ingulf all the 
missiles that could be hurled against them. For a short 
time the Russians were either so astonished or unprepared, 
that they made no reply ; but at length recovering, their 
artillerymen went to work. Mr. Russell says, “ They fired 
slowly and with precision, as if they could not afford to 
throw away an ounce of powder;” but the immense stores 
of the “ villainous saltpetre ” found in Sebastopol, provo 
that could not have been the cause of their slackness. As 
such a circumstance was sure to act upon generous natures, 
the Russian reply only animated the French to additional 
exertions ; their shot flew along the lines of the defences 
and bounded among the houses with incredible rapidity. 
During this magnificently-awful scene the British, in their 
siege-train or in their famous Naval Brigade, were satisfied 
with pounding away, at their usual pace, at the Malakoff 
and Redan, but certainly rendered their bravo allies some 
assistance by their shell practice from the Creek to the 
Redan. The want of unanimity in the attacks is unintel- 
ligible : in this last chapter of the great work in the carry- 
ing out of which we had been so energetic, and which had 
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explosion.” The "British had gained great skill in their 
practice, and every shell seemed to fall exactly a point 
nomine. The Russians scarcely attempted a reply. At fivo 
o’clock, in the evening, a frigate in the second line, near the 
north side, mas perceived to he on fire. . These ships had 
been a great source of annoyance to the allies ; and the rising 
flames were hailed with shouts and congratulations. Tho 
cause of this conflagration was doubtful. The burning 
vessel was not only an object of interest, it was a splendid 
spectacle. 

All night a steady fire was kept up to prevent tho 
Russians repairing their damages. Orders were sent to 
the English batteries to open next morning with dawn ; 
but, alas ! they were limited to fifty rounds each. — Why, 
oh ! why was this ? — At half-past fivo A.xr. the whole of the 
batteries, from Quarantine to Inkermann, opened with one 
grand crash. As before, the Russians were comparatively 
silent. The cannonade was continued for about the same 
period as the preceding day. Several gallant officers had 
fallen on the 5th. The attention of the Russians seemed 
more than ever directed to the north side ; but they kept 
large masses of men in the town. The bombardment con- 
tinued all night. 

With the rising of the sun the cannonade was resumed. 
A council of generals was held at head-quarters ; the sick 
were cleared out of the field-hospitals ; and it was confi- 
dently whispered that the assault would take place next day 
at twelve o’clock. The fire was kept up with the same 
intensity all day. About three o’clock a two-decker was 
set on fire, and burnt all night. Yessels near her were 
towed away by a steamer to the dock-yard harbour, but the 
•fines of men-of-war remained untouched. Elames broke 
out behind the Redan in the afternoon. The bombardment 
was renewed at night-fall. A Sardinian corps was marched 
up to reinforce the Erench. About eleven p.m. a heavy 
explosion was heard in the town. The men intended for 
the assault were ordered to take forty-eight hours’ provision, 
cooked, with them into the trenches — all was prepara- 
tion, and feverish anxiety prevailed, even in the stoutest 
hearts. 

It has been observed that the Russians generally indulged 
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their anchorage. The English, and Erench mortar-boats, 
however, did good service. . 

After a terrible hand-to-hand struggle, McMahon’s divi- 
sion succeeded in making a footing in irontof tho Malabo If, 
notwithstanding tho storm of projectiles poured upon them 
by the Russians. Tho Redan of Careening Bay, utter 
having been occupied, was obliged to be evacuated, in yon- 
sequence of being exposed to a cross lire, and the iiro of tho 
steamers. But another Erench division held a, portion of 
the Curtain, and McMahon’s division kept gaining ground 
in the Malakoff, General JBos^uet pouring in reserves, by the 
order of General Jdelissier. 

The Malakoff being the principal object, when the Trench 
general perceived that it was safe, he gave tho signal agreed 
upon to General Simpson to attack tho Redan. Why 
General Simpson should thus have abandoned tho British 
share in the great triumph, we are at a loss to guess. In 
every toil and danger of tho war, the English had taken 
more than their part, because they had not sufficient num- 
bers to keep pace with their brave allies in the works, and 
their men had been obliged to work double. Erom the 
closeness of their trenches to the Malakoff, from the im- 
mense numbers of men they poured in at once and continued 
Vo supply, the conquest of the Malakoff was not so severe 
and trying a task as the British attack upon the Redan, 
although, from the magnitude of the fort, the cost ot lue 


was enormous. 

Convinced that the capture of the Malakoff was all t a 
was to be wished, the Erench general would not allow a 
further waste of good men to be made, by persisting m e 

ether attacks by his troops. __ 

But the Malakoff was not yet safe : General Bosque 
was struck by a large fragment of a shell, and was obliged 
to give, his command to General Dulac. A powder maga- 
zine in the curtain, near the Malakoff, blew up, and serious 

consequences were apprehended. - A 

Hoping to profit by the accident, the Russians a van 
in dense masses, and in three columns, and attacked th 
centre, left, and right of the Malakoff. But they were p 
pared for within the work. McMahon had troops he could 
depend on: and after, as their own general says, six des 
- 2 s 
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who mounted could be swept off by musketry, sueli a 
number was useless. But the gallaut officers set their men 
the example of leaping into tho ditch, scrambling up tho 
other side, and theuco getting on to the parapet with little 
opposition ; whilst tho Russians who were in front ran back, 
and opened a tiro upon them from behind tho traverses and 
breastworks. When upon tho parapet, strange and new it is 
to say, the soldiers seemed bewildered; their gallant officers 
cheered them on, coaxed them on, but instead of following 
them, they persisted in firing, loading and firing ! Tho 
officers began to fall fast. Tho small party of tho 90th, 
much diminished, went on gallantly towards tho breast- 
work, but they were too weak to forco it, aud joined tho 
men of other regiments, who were keeping up a brisk fire 
upon the Russians from behind the traverses. Colonel 
Windham had got into the Redan with tho storming party 
of the light division, below the salient on the proper left 
lace, but all his exertions were as futilo as those of tho 
gallant officers of tho 90th, 91st, and the supporting 
regiments. 

As the light division rushed out in tho front, they were 
swept by the guns of tho Barrack Battery, and other pieces 
on the proper right of the Redan, loaded heavily with grape, 
which tliinned them grievously before they could reach the 
salient or apex of the work they were to assault. The 
columns of the second division issuing out of the fifth 
parallel, rushed up immediately after the light division, so 
as to come a little down on the slope of the proper left face 
of the Redan. The first embrasure was in flames, but 
running on to the next, the men leaped into the ditch, and, 
with the aid of ladders and of each others’ hands, scrambled 
up on the other side, climbed the parapet, or poured in 
through the embrasure which was undefended. Colonel 
"Windham was one of the first men in on this side. As our 
men entered through the embrasures, the few Russians who 
were between the salient and the breastwork retreated 
behind the latter, and got from behind the traverses to its 
protection. Rrom this place they poured in a thick fire on 
the parapet of the salient, which was crowded by the men 
of the light division, and on the gaps through the inner 
parapet of the Redan ; and the British, with an infatuation 
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careless of life, tlio colonel passed from ono dangerous posi- 
tion to another, exposed to a eloso fire, and, wonderful to 
relate, untouched, but ho found the same confusion every- 
where — all firing away at tho enemy from behind anything 
that could screen them, but all refusing to charge. He, at 
length, got some riflemen and a few men of tho SSth together, 
but as they did not, as ho appeared to do, “ bear a charmed 
life,” they were no sooner out than they were swept away 
like chaff : the officers, as conspicuous by their courage as 
»their dress, going down first. This carnage lasted an hour. 
The Russians were now in denso masses behind the breast- 
work, and Colonel Windham went onco more back across 
the open space to the left, to make another attempt to 
retrieve the day. In his progress ho had to pass through 
the fire of his own men and the incessant volleys of tho 
Russians, but lie still was safe. Within tho inner parapet 
of the left, he found tho men becoming thinner and thinner. 
A Russian officer stepped over the breastwork, and tore 
down a gabion, to make room for a fieldpiece. Colonel 
Windham exclaimed to the soldiers who were firing over the 
parapet, “ As you are so fond of firing, why don’t you shoot 
that Russian ? ” They fired a volley, but all missed him ; 
and soon the fieldpiece began to play on the salient with 
grape. Rinding no time was to be lost, and seeing nothing 
of his messengers, Colonel Windham determined to go 
himself in quest of supports. “ I must go to the general 
for supports,” said he to Captain Crealock, of the 90th, who 
happened to he near him. “ But, mind that it be known why I 
went, in case I am killed.’ ’ He crossed tho parapet and ditch, 
and succeeded in gaining the fifth parallel, through a storm of 
grape and rifle-bullets in safety. Sir Edward Codrington 
asked him, if he really thought he could do any good with 
such supports as he could afford him, and said he might take 
the Royals, who were then in the parallel. “ Let the officers 
come out in front — let us advance in order, and if the men 
keep their formation, the Redan is ours,” was the ready 
reply of this truly British soldier ; but the game was ended ; 
as he spoke, the men were seen in full flight from the Redan, 
by every means of egress, followed by the Russians, who not 
only bayonetted them, and shot them down with musketry, 
but even threw stones and grape-shot at them. Large 
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fiie reply will be : Your loss has certainly been griovous ; 
Jut remember, it was a common cause, and, in this attempt, 
which brought about such glorious results, whero you had. 
2,447 men placed hors do combat, your bravo allies had 
7,000. There is another circumstance that gives counte- 
nance to this idea. In all Oriental warfare, it has been tho 
practice to place the worst troops in tho van ; they wero 
ilogged up with whips, and pricked up with lances to meet 
the enemy, whom they were supposed to fatigue and exhaust 
before the elite of the army engaged. Now, though General 
Simpson sent in to tho Sedan regiments of nominally great 
experience and tried courage, ho really sent in tho rawest 
part of his army ; for these regiments had been so thinned 
by the campaign as to contain very few of the men who 
came out in them : tho Guards, the Highlanders, tho third 
and fourth divisions were untouched. But whether they 
served as enfans perdus, or wero lost in what was meant to 
be a successful attack, the friends of thoso who fell in this 
disastrous affair must consolo themselves in their grief by 
reflecting that no honour is lost — the means, and the method 
of employing those means, appear to have been quite inade- 
quate to the object in view. 

However great was tho triumph of tho French, they 
never dreamt that it would be so speedily followed by such 
important consequences. 

At eight o’clock, the Eussians began quietly to withdraw 
from the town, after having placed combustibles in every 
house, with a view of making a second Moscow of Sebas- 
topol. With great art, the commander kept up a fire of 
musketry from his advanced posts, as if he meant to endea- 
vour to regain the MalakofF. Before two o’clock in tho 
morning the fleet had been scuttled and sunk. About two 
o’clock flames were observed to break out in different q>arts 
of the town, and to spread gradually over the principal 
buildings. At four, explosion followed upon explosion, and 
the Flagstaff and Garden Batteries blew up ; the magnifi- 
cence of the scene being heightened by the bursting of the 
numberless shells contained in the magazines. During all 
this time, the Eussian infantry proceeded in a steady, unin- 
terrupted march over the bridge to the north side ; so that 
bv six o’clock the last battalion had passed over : the south 
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DELHI. 

A.D. 1857. 

Tub never-to-be-forgotten. “ Revolt of the Bengal Army" 
marks the year 1857 ; and volumes liavo been written, 
with a view to elucidato the causes of that astounding out- 
break. But wo shall confine ourselves to a detail of facts. 
It is well known that, tho long-gathering discontents first 
exploded, in the form of an armed insurrection, at Meerut. 
Here, on the afternoon of Sunday, May 10th, tho 3rd 
Bengal light cavalry, with tho 11th and 20th regiments 
native infantry, threw off their allegiauco to tho British 
Government, set firo* to the native portion of tho canton- 
ment, murdered several of their European officers, released 
all the prisoners in gaol (many of whom were sepoys- 
under sentence for mutinous conduct), and, having ac- 
complished all the mischief practicable within a brief- 
period of time, proceeded on the road to Delhi, only thirty- 
eight miles distant. No serious pursuit was instituted. 

The mutineers did not reckon without their host in at 
once repairing to the old focus of intrigue and rebellion, tho 
imperial city of Delhi. That city contained tho largest 
arsenal in Upper India. There too was the palace of the 
Mogul, a sort of political Mecca in the eyes of every Indian- 
Mussulman. The titular emperor was here still permitted to 
exercise a shadowy royalty, and to await any convenient 
occasion for throwing off the slight restraints imposed on 
him by British supremacy. The neighbouring canton- 
ment was, as usual, occupied exclusively by native troops 
the brigade, consisting of the 38th light infantry, 54th 
native infantry, 74th native infantry, and a nine-pounder 
field battery, manned by native gunners. These corps all 
readily fraternized with the newcomers, whose arrival (on 
the morning of the 11th May) was not unexpected. 
Treachery was everywhere at work. The 54th native in- 
fantry, being ordered to oppose the mutineers at the bridge 
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brought against them. Their own numbers at this period 
may bo estimated at something under 4,000 men, of whom' 
about 300 belonged to the cavalry, and only SO or 90 to 
the artillery branch. Successive fresh arrivals gradually 
swelled the muster-roll ; but it is not likely that tho total 
of regular troops congregated within tho walls at any time 
exceeded (even if it reached) 23,000 men of all arms. Tho 
proportion of artillerymen continued to bo very small 
throughout the succeeding operations. Yet tho want of 
trained gunners was never perceptible on the side of the 
garrison. Tho king, howovor, hail a small corps of artillery 
in his private pay; and the mistaken economy which, 
during some years, led tho British Government to instruct 
a certain portion of each sepoy regiment in tho manage- 
ment of great guns, was no doubt to thank for supplying 
all further deficiencies. 

The cominand-in-ehief of tho Indian armies was held, 
at this important juncture, by General tho Hon. George 
Anson ; and, whatever may have been this officer’s qualifi- 
cations for so responsible a post, it would be the height of 
injustice to deny that he acted both promptly and vigor- 
ously on receiving intelligence of the events which wo have 
briefly narrated. General Anson was at Simla when tho news 
reached him ; and his dispositions thereupon were instan- 
taneous. The European infantry regiments stationed in 
the Hills, were put under orders to march on the 12th 
May, — only two days after the Meerut outbreak ; and, on 
tho third day after the capture of Delhi, General Anson 
himself reached TJmballa. A siege-train had, in the mean 
while, been ordered from Phillour on the Sutlej, and 
various subsidiary arrangements were now completed. 
Striking off, as useless, all native troops of the regular 
army, there was at Umballa, on the 17th May, a force of 
1,800 European infantry, 450 cavalry, and 12' light guns. 
Half of these were pushed forward at once ; but there was 
very little carriage available, and no immediate means of 
obtaining more. Still the force was urged on; and the 
Commander-in-Chief reached Kurnaul on the 25th May ; 
where, however, he died of cholera oh the 27th.. General 
Heed (at that time in the Punjab) now succeeded, as senior 
■officer, to the post of Provincial Commander-in-Chief; but 
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junction with the Umballa force, under General Barnard, 
at Alipore, eleven miles from Delhi, on the trunk, or Kur- 
naul, road. The siege-train had already joined on the day 
previous. The united force now consisted of : — 16 horse- 
artillery guns and 6 horse-battery guns — all served by 
Europeans ; her Majesty’s 9th lancers ; two squadrons 6th 
carabineers ; sis companies 60th rifles ; 1st Bengal fusi- 
liers ; six companies 2ud Bengal fusiliers ; head-quarters of 
the Sirmoor battalion, Goorkhas; and a portion of the 
sappers and miners, which had not mutinied — about 150 
men. Thus, in round numbers, there were 600 cavalry, 
2,400 infantry, and 22 field-guns. The siege-train, con- 
sisting of eight 18-pounder guns, four 8-inch howitzers, four 
8-inch mortars, and twelve 54-inch mortars, had attached to 
it a weak company of European artillery (4th of 6th bat- 
talion), and 100 European artillery recruits. Several native 
regiments and detachments, that could no longer be depended 
upon, had been judiciously banished on pretence of sending 
them to watch over the safety of particular localities which 
the rebels were expected to visit. 

. The little army, constituted as above, resumed its march 
. towards Delhi at one a.m. of the 8th June, and arrived ere 
daybreak in front of a strong position occupied by the 
enemy at Badlee-ki-Serai, four miles from the imperial 
city. The insurge'nts were here attacked at dawn, and driven 
from their intrenchments, after a sharp contest, with a loss 
of twenty guns. This affair, which lasted three quarters of 
an hour, cost the lives of Colonel Chester, adjutant-general 
of the Bengal arfny, and of about fifty men. But, although 
the troops were much exhausted, it was resolved to push on 
the force, now divided into two columns — the one advancing 
by the main trunk road, the other proceeding to the left 
through the cantonments. General Barnard led in person 
the column to the left, and soon found that the enemy had 
posted himself strongly on the ridge over the cantonments, 
with his guns in position. Einding himself under their fire, 
a rapid flank movement was made to the left, so as to 
secure the shelter of the cantonments. The enemy’s guns 
once more proving formidable, were captured by a gallant 
dash of the 60th rifles and 2nd fusiliers, supported by the 
horse artillery, when the position was carried. The com- 
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The British loss in killed, wounded, and missing, through- 
out the tedious struggles of the 8th June, amounted to 
185 officers and men, and sixty-three horses. But a most 
substantial advantage was gained in the capture of thirteen 
guns : — viz., one 8-inch howitzer, two 24-pounders, two 
18-pounders, and eight 9-pounder field-pieces. The loss of 
the mutineers was estimated at between three and four hun- 
dred; but the garrison was now daily reinforced from distant 
stations. Sir Henry Barnard’s small force also received, at 
this juncture, a valuable accession of strength. On the morn- 
ing of the 9th June, the Punjab “Guide Corps,” consisting of 
three troops of cavalry and six companies of infantry (rifles), 
marched into camp under command of Captain Daly. This 
distinguished body of men had marched at the hottest 
season of the year from Murdan, on the Peshawur frontier, 
to Delhi, a distance of 580 miles in twenty-two days ; and 
though the infantry portion were occasionally assisted with 
camels or ponies on the line of road, the marching was a 
surprising feat even for cavalry. That same afternoon the 
mutineers, who had cannonaded at intervals during the day, 
moved out of the city and threatened the position on the 
ridge, making a sharp attack on its right at Hindoo Bao’s 
house. The Guides moved up in support, and the insurgents 
were driven back into the city with considerable loss. On 
the other side Lieut. Quentin Battye, commandant of the 
Guide cavalry, an enthusiastic, gallant soldier, was mortally 
wounded, and expired shortly afterwards. His last words, 
addressed to a sorrowing comrade, are admirably character- 
istic of the spirit that animated the whole body of British 
troops in. front of Delhi: — “"Well, old fellow, it’s come to 
the good old saying with me at last, ‘ Dalce et decorum est 
pro patria mori ! ’ ” The corps of Guides, so forward on 
this first occasion, continued to render most conspicuous 
service throughout the siege. 

On the 10th, 11th, and 12th, the rebel garrison returned 
to the assault ; and were again repulsed, as on the 9th of 
June. The affair of the 12th wa3 the. most serious. A 
large body of the mutineer infantry, having ambushed 
among the ravines in Sir T. Metcalfe’s grounds, between 
the Plagstaff Tower and the river, soon after] daylight 
made a sudden and vigorous onset on the pic^uet at the 
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reinforced by two more companies GOth rifles. IIo had tho 
protection of all tho heavy batteries throughout tho 
siege; during which tins oilieer never quitted tho ridge 
save to attack the enemy below it, nud never once visited 
the camp until carried to it wouuded on tho day of the final 
assault. The frequency of the sorties, indeed, left little 
room for repose. On the 15th of June, the enemy, observ- 
ing the low state of the Jumna, made a smart attempt to 
turn the left flank of tho British position, availing them- 
selves of tho sands under tho high river-bank beyond tho 
Metcalfe piequet. This attack was eventually repulsed, 
with heavy loss to the assailants, by tho party of her 
Majesty’s 75th foot on duty. Tho 17th of June opened 
with a more than usually severe cannonade, the apparent 
object being to divert attention from a battery the enemy 
were busily constructing on a rising ground (in the direc- 
tion of a large walled enclosure called the £ Eedgah ’), 
which, if completed, would enfilade the entire position 
along the piequet ridge. Sir H. Barnard resolved at onco 
to drive the insurgents from the ground they wero taking 
up before their battery could be established, and to destroy 
the works that had been commenced. Two columns were 
therefore, at about four p.m., detached on this duty. Of 
these, the right column under Major II. Tombs (horse 
artillery), moved from camp towards the enemy’s left. It 
consisted of four guns of his own troop, thirty Guide 
cavalry, twenty sappers and miners, two companies of her 
Majesty’s 60th rifles, and four companies 1st fusiliers; 
while Major Reid moved from Hindoo Rao’s towards Kis- 
sengunge and the enemy’s right, with four companies GOth 
rifles and the Sirmoor battalion. Both columns were com- 
pletely successful, and each defeated and drove off consi- 
derable bodies of mutineers. Major Tombs captured and 
brought in a 9-pounder gun: and Major Reid, besides 
destroying a battery, burned the village in which it was 
situated, a magazine (evidently made by sappers) and the 
gates of three Serais. In this affair,, the troops employed 
sustained but little loss. Major Tombs was, however, 
slightly wounded, and had two horses shot : making five 
horses shot under him, from the outset of the campaign up 
to this date. 
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2nd July that the Bohilcund mutineers arrived at Delhi, 
marching across the bridge of boats within full view of the 
spectators who had taken post on the ridge in front of the 
camp. They were a formidable reinforcement, consisting 
of the whole of No. 15 horse-battery, two 6-pounder post- 
guns from Shahjehanpore, the 8th irregular cavalry, 18th, 
28th, 29th, and 68th native infantry. Subsequently to this 
important junction, the only reinforcements of strength 
greater than a regiment that reached Delhi, were the Jhansi 
troops, consisting of half No. 18 light field-battery, a wing 
12th regiment native infantry, and the 14th irregular 
cavalry ; and late in July the Neemuch brigade, consisting 
of a native troop of horse-artillery, a wing 1st light cavalry, 
the 72nd native infantry, 7th infantry regiment Grwalior 
contingent, and the cavalry and infantry of the Kotah con- 
tingent. Arrivals on a small scale were, however, constant 
up to the middle of August; by which time the rebel 
garrison had probably attained its maximum, already es- 
timated at 23,000 regularly disciplined troops. Many 
thousands more had doubtless hastened to their appointed 
rendezvous ; but the balance will be sufficiently accounted 
for by the heavy casualties that must have occurred, — 
coupled with the undoubted facts, that numbers of those 
who arrived within sight of the walls never entered the 
city; and that many others were continually departing, 
whose affection to the cause was doubtful, or who had 
achieved their main object in making up a private purse, 
the proceeds of plunder. 

The periodical rains had set in towards the end of the 
- previous month ; but this circumstance did not, at first, 
seem to interfere with the restless activity of the rebel 
garrison. Again, on the 3rd July, a large force, consisting 
of the newly-arrived mutineers from Bareilly and the 
Itohilcund stations, came out with guns and elephants, and 
attempted to get in rear of the camp, by making a detour 
round the village of Alipore. But this was rather a demon- 
stration than a real attack : for they retreated almost without 
fighting, so soon as the British troops could be got under 
arms. On the 9th and 14th, under the auspices of a newly- 
appointed chief (the “ Bareilly general,” late a subadar of 
artillery), the enemy made a more determined stand, and 
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assumed command ; but his health, before very feeble, 
had by this time completely broken down, and change of 
climate was imperative. On the 17th July, therefore, the 
newly-installed chief made over his authority to Brigadier 
Archdale Wilson, of the Bengal artillery, and himself 
retired to Simla. Along with the Delhi command, General 
lieed also, in anticipation of Government sanction, con- 
ferred upon his successor the rank of brigadier-general. 
This was a necessary measure; for (in his substantive grade 
of colonel) Brigadier Wilson was not the senior officer 
present with the troops before Delhi. Thus far the siego 
cannot bo said to have made much progress. But now it was 
confidently believed, that, by the end of August, the arrival 
of a fresh and more powerful siege-train, together with large 
reinforcements from the Punjab, would warrant a recourse 
to more active measures. Much also was expected from 
some changes in the engineer department, the command of 
which had recently devolved upon Lieutenant-Colonel K. 
Baird Smith, from ltoorkee ; whilst it was felt that, as a 
professional and practical artillerist, no better selection 
could have been made than that of Brigadier- General Wilson, 
to superintend the further operations contemplated. 

Fresh sorties were made by the enemy on the ISth and 
20th, but were repulsed without much difficulty. On the 23rd 
July, however, the Bareilly “ General Sahib ” (as he was 
called) made another attempt — this time in great force, 
with field-pieces, and under cover of a heavy fire from the 
ramparts — to pierce the British left between the mosque and 
Metcalfe picquets. But, being suddenly taken in flank by 
a column under Brigadier Showers,, the enemy was discom- 
fited more easily than usual : insomuch that the guns he 
brought out escaped capture only by the rapidity with 
which they were withdrawn. These were the last assaults 
upon the advanced position that occasioned the besiegers 
any material annoyance. The attack upon the left, just 
recorded, had proved an entire failure ; whilst on the right 
of the picquet line, the engineers had, by incessant exertions, 
cleared away the old buildings, walls, and gardens which 
gave cover to the enemy in front of the British outposts 
about the Subzee-mundee suburb. The breastworks, con- 
necting these picquets with the crest of the ridge, near 
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the besiegers’ position on the ridge. This was about sun- 
set, and all night -long the roar of musketry and artillery 
was incessant. Again and again they came close up to the 
breastworks, but were always repulsed by. the fire of small- 
arms, aided, when practicable, by grape. Some light mor- 
tars, too, played with effect upon the masses below the 
ridge ; but it was not till ten a.m. of the 2nd that their 
.efforts began to cease, and they did not altogether retire 
until four p.m. The British troops were admirably steady, 
and being well protected by breastworks and never showing 
save when the enemy came close up, their loss was trifling. 

On the 6th of August (the great Mahomedan festival of 
the Bukree-Eed # having intervened) the mutineers again 
came out in force ; and from that day until the 13th inces- 
sant skirmishing prevailed, but with little loss to the be- 
siegers, who were now restrained under shelter as much as 
possible. In fact, from the date of General Wilson’s suc- 
ceeding to the command, it was observed, that, under pre- 
cisely similar circumstances, the British casualties were 
uniformly less than before. On the morning of the 12th, 
Brigadier Showers performed a gallant exploit in capturing 
a four-gun battery outside the Cashmere Gate, which played 
upon the picquet at Metcalfe House. ThiB important service, 
however, was not effected without a loss of 113 men and 
officers killed and wounded : amongst the latter of whom 
were Brigadier Showers himself, and Major Coke, — both 
severely hit. About the same date another battery was 
destroyed, which was being constructed so as to rake the 
besiegers’ position : and a powder-magazine exploded in 
the city, killing several hundred people. It was about this 
time, also, that an unsuccessful attempt was made to destroy 
the bridge of boats over the Jumna, which the rise of the 
stream had failed to carry away. But this disappointment 
was forgotten in the arrival of Brigadier- General John 
Nicholson, one of the most dashing officers in the Indian 
armies. His opportune junction strengthened the force 
before Delhi by the accession of 1,261 British bayonets, a 
company of European artillery, two Sikh regiments, a 

* In commemoration of Abraham’s offering up his son — not Isaac, but 
(according to the Koran) Ishmael — the progenitor of the Mussulman 
race. 
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in tho Water Bastion. The enemy were, however, no 
longer inactive, when once awake to what was going on. 
They set diligently to work, and made an advanced trench 
parallel to tho left attack, and within 350 yards of it. 
From this position they maintained a very hot lire of mus- 
ketry during the remainder of the siege. They had also 
contrived to bring out some field-pieces and one heavy gun 
on 'the right ilank of tho besiegers’ position; and tho 
enfilading fire kept up from these caused considerable 
annoyance. There had been constant firing from the rid go 
batteries since the Sth. But on the 11th of September, as 
pre-arranged, a furious cannonade and bombardment com- 
menced from the newly-established batteries. Tho ball was 
opened by a salvo from tho nine 21-poundcrs in front of 
Ludlow Castle, which brought down the wall in lingo frag- 
ments, and clearly showed what cifect such a fire might be 
expected to produce after a few hours. The Cashmere bas- 
tion attempted to reply, but was quickly silenced ; and both 
portions of No. 2 were now worked in fine style, knocking 
the bastion and adjacent curtains to pieces. No. 3, how- 
ever, did not commence firo till tho following day, when the 
full power of breaching artillery was shown, and the conti- 
nuous roar of fifty guns and mortars, pouring shot and shell 
on the devoted city, warned tho enemy that his and the 
avenger’s time had at length come. Night and day, until 
the morning of the 14th, was this overwhelming firo conti- 
nued. But the enemy did not yet decline tho contest. 
Though unable to work a gun from any of the threo bastions 
that were so fiercely assailed, they nevertheless stuck to 
their guns in the open, which partially enfiladed the loft 
attack ; they got a gun to bear from a hole broken open in 
the long curtain wall ; they sent rockets from one of their 
Martello towers, and they maintained a perfect storm of 
musketry from their advanced trench and from the city- 
walls. On the night of the 13th the engineers stole down 
and examined the breaches near the Cashmere and Water 
Bastions, and both being reported practicable, orders tor the 
assault were at once issued, to tako place at daybreak the 
following morning. 

In anticipation of the event, General Wilson had pre- 
viously issued a well-timed and judiciously-worded ord°”- 



r ntjc 'o *1 J° e P c ‘ }T ! or n *sootqd OAt^aadsojt <naq) o) 
Mtiwetn M 3 iv pa« nt Raj saratqoo qnojqpip oqj ’arc onoj )y 

1 1 ' 'jCcJaqotjqx 

nntt wt: \V eincnainorj ‘poq3C})C sjaoqjo joamSajq; -OAJasoj 
Lt .(njojsunfl paoiog-)mraa)noiT; ‘tiora 00C) sou«qtxnc 
paDoiip i(jcqnfuty; {ano{og-)acao)nat'j ‘aoux 008) «°H 
*c»cq tpoopg Sni.w * (opUAY. nxcqdRQ ‘uom 02f) ^Jncjnt 
ncfunj q)f * (aoonofl; ‘ioao[oo*)tnrao)nairi ‘naiu 025) )<*£ 
* A«0»K J0t l ! Pl°a Sn0 T «rp«3ua; ‘aaimpo qaji& 

•qticuuax 

pnc ipsancK s)ucaa)napi ‘poqoc))n ejaogjo jaamSug; 
• 3 jc{) wonc'X oq) J3)ao pnc oSanSaassrjj qjnqns oq) qoc))c 
OX *po)Joa«un q)3ua.t)S — )naSat)aog ajaraqscg °q) saptsaq 
ijre m uotu 098 *&|wgai sopm-g ! uoi;c))cq aoomixg 

j«|on&otdtoi)un pan ncadoang; J ptag; jofcj^'amnioa qqano^ 
•Xpnuj^ pnc 'pioqpjg ‘araojj E)ncna)nai r i ‘paqac))B 
gjoDipo jaontSng; *nado u.uom aq pjnoqs )t aayc a)c0 
woraqsc^ oq) /q )jnrssc OJ, •(ao8[oqot|x qnctrajnopi ‘naui 
005) vfj)0cjui qcfan j )sx i (^csincy; utcjdcg ‘tiara OSS?* 
uoi|c))cq ttoctmnj i (gjoSx^ Jofcjq; ‘asm QOS) qnacnxSaj 
pnjg 8 t A)8ofcj\[ Joq i ijaqdracQ praojog ‘atmqoo paxqx 
*no)Jaqraaj pnc ‘uapnaAojj ‘paq)caj£) 
s)Ucaa)tiot^x * ■ . }sca ia)C m eq) 

nt qotrajq oq) . ;■ . ‘aara oss) •&) 

-ncjuj qqtg q' i ■ uoipsnj jcSang; 

pnj i (poq)coJQ pao[og-qncuo)naiq; ‘tiara OSS) qnamtSoj 
q)S s/)safnj\[ aaq i -g -g ‘eanop aarpcSug; ‘utunjoo pnooa’g 
•mcqSnjg pun ‘3uc»j 
4 jfa|pajq B)ucna)nax r i *paqoc))c sjooqjo JaauiSng; -uoi)scq 
oq) jo 03cj aq) apcicosa pun ‘aotjscg; ajomqscg aq) jean 
qocajq oq) nuojs oj; -(naaJQ ntcjdeg ‘tiara QS^) £t)ncjut 
qticfunj pns ■ (qoocp Jofcpj ‘aara QSS) sjoqtsnj )c3aag; qaf 


°i ll - u0, l 3 oq ppioqs Aojara oa )cq) Sautsap opqii ‘qoiqw 

S29 


•iHoiein ao saoais itsho 



DELHI. 


653 


columns being kept concealed until the moment for the 
actual assault should arrive. The signal was to be the 
advance of the rifles to the front to cover the assaulting 
columns. "When all was ready, General Nicholson, whose 
excellent arrangements elicited universal admii’ation, gave 
the signal ; and the rifles dashed to the front with a cheer, 
extending along and skirmishing through the low jungle, 
which at this point reaches to within fifty yards of the 
ditch. At the same moment the heads of Nos. 1 and 2 
columns emerged from their covert, and advanced steadily 
towards the breach. The siege-batteries had main- 
tained a tremendous fire up to the moment of the advance 
of the troops, and not a gun could the enemy bring to 
bear on the storming columns ; but no sooner did these 
emerge into the open than a perfect hail-storm of bullets 
met them from the front and both flanks, and officers 
and men fell fast on the crest of the glacis.' Por ten 
minutes it was impossible to get the ladders down into the 
ditch to ascend the escarp ; but the determination of the 
British soldiers carried all before it, and the recreant 
mutineers declined to meet the charge of the British 
bayonet. With a shout and a rush the breaches were both 
won, and the enemy fled in confusion. Meanwhile the ex- 
plosion party advanced in front of the 3rd column straight 
upon the Cashmere Gate. This little band of heroes (for 
they were no less) had to advance in broad daylight to the 
gateway. In the very teeth of a hot fire of musketry from 
above and through the gateway and on both flanks, the 
powder-bags were coolly laid and adjusted, but Lieutenant 
Salkeld was by this time hors de.combat with two bullets in 
him. Sergeant Carmichael then attempted to fire the hose, 
but was shot dead. Sergeant Burgess next tried and suc- 
ceeded, but paid for the daring act with his life. Sergeant 
Smith, thinking that Burgess too had failed, ran forward, 
but seeing the train alight, had just time to throw himself 
into the ditch, and escape the effects of the explosion. 
With a loud crash the gateway was blown in, and through 
it the 3rd column rushed to the assault, and entered the 
town just as the other columns had won the breaches. 
General Wilson bestowed the Victoria Cross on Lieutenants 
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The number of casualties on the port of the assailants had 
been 327, from the date of opening batteries up to tho 
moment of assault. Tin; loss on the 1-ith September was 
heavy — amounting to 66 officers and 1,101 men, killed 
and wounded. 

On the 16: h, the magazine was taken by assault, through 
a breach on the college side of the wall. The enemy had 
six heavy guns, loaded with grape, facing the entrance, but 
the onslaught was too sudden to permit them to be fired. 
On the morning of the 17th, the bank-house was captured, 
giving, for the tir.-t time, complete command of the bridge 
and palace. The same day, the J umma Musjid was stormed 
with but little dillieulty, and by this time above 200 pieces 
of ordnance had been captured. The Burn Bastion, with 
six guns and one mortar, was taken on the morning of the 
19th without loss ; and the following morning the Lahore 
Gate also yielded. The Ajtnere Gate and outworks around 
it had ceased tiring, and were supposed to be deserted. 
They were occupied immediately afterwards without oppo- 
sition. A heavy mortar lire was meanwhile kept up 
uninterruptedly on the portion of the city still held by 
the enemy, and, as it appeared afterwards, with the most 
destructive effect. Post after- post was carried in the 
course of the day, and by five pan. ou the 20th the 
whole city, palace, and suburbs were recovered. The 
enemy’s camp still remained standing outside, but appa- 
rently empty. It was occupied next morning, when nearly 
the whole ot their baggage was found to have been left behind 
them. The bridge oi" boats and the river were now under 
the command of the British guns, so as to prevent further 
escape in this direction. A scene of carnage and desola- 
tion was presented by the guilty and devoted city. "Women 
•with children, rushing about in wild distraction everywhere, 
were in all cases protected. The rebels bad shown no 
mercy — they looked for and they met with none. 

And thus ended this most singular episode in the military 
history whether of ancient or modern times. The victory was 
atlast achieved, however costly* the price; British supremacy 


* The total number of tilled and wounded in the Delhi field force— 
from the commencement of the operations in the neighbourhood of Delhi 
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‘Whatever difference of opinion may exist as to the causes 
of tlie great Bengal mutiny, it is quite certain that the 
annexation of Oudo by the "British government, effected in 
the early part of 1S56, was a main source of diseoutent. 
The Bengal army had, for many years, been recruited almost 
exclusively from the superabundant population of the now 
extinct kingdom ; so that, in the absence of other explana- 
tion, patriotism might be naturally assigned as the insti- 
gating principle of those who disliked, or resented, the new 
arrangements. But, in so far as the sepoy is concerned, 
truth compels us to say, that love of country had little, if 
any, influence with him ; love of self was more akin to his 
ideas. The sepoy had no affection for the British rule ; 
having dwelt long enough under its shadow to acquire an 
instinctive horrorof stamps, taxes, cumbrous forms of civil pro- 
cedure, and expensive justice. Thus, although willing enough 
to serve the Indian Government in an honourable capacity, 
he steadily declined to constitute himself a British subject ; 
never settled down in the ‘British provinces ; but, on the 
completion of his service, retired into Oude, and there 
invested his savings in land. TJnder such circumstances, 
the seizure of Oude — accompanied, as it was, with divers 
innovations upon the old laws, customs, and tenures of the 
land — brought the new rulers into direct collision with the 
whole sepoy tribe, upon extremely delicate points. Privi- 
leges and immunities, heretofore sanctioned by usage, were 
now in jeopardy ; and exaggerated apprehensions prevailed 
of fresh burthens and restrictions in prospect. The very 
class of natives who, up to this time, had ever appeared 
most indifferent to reports of missionary enterprise, con- 
versions, and the like, were now fully prepared to swallow, 
with implicit credulity, the wildest and most inconsistent 
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the case of a corps which was now known as the 7.tk Oude 
infantry. This body of men was, as might have been ex- 
pected, a step in disaffection ahead of the regulars ; and, 
on the 3rd of May, an intercepted letter (brought to the 
chief commissioner by some faithful sepoys of the regular 
brigade) revealed their mutinous intentions. Almost at 
the same instant, intelligence was brought that the 7th 
infantry had already gone the length of insulting and 
threatening their officers. No time then was to be lost. Sir 
Henry, without a moment’s delay, ordered out H.M.’s 
32nd foot, the 13th, 48th, and 71st native infantry, the 7th 
cavalry, and a battery of eight guns, manned by Europeans, 
and proceeded to the lines of the mutineers, distant about 
seven miles. Darkness had fallen ere he arrived ; but so 
prompt had been his movements, that the 7th Oudeans were 
taken quite unawares. In presence of a force so imposing, 
they had no resource but that of instantly obeying the order 
given them to form up in front of their own lines. The 
infantry and cavalry then took post on either flank, while 
the guns were stationed, at gi’ape distance, in front. The 
7th were now directed to “ ground arms and at the same 
moment, whether by chance or previous concert, the artil- 
lerymen lighted their port-fires, — a demonstration which 
caused intense dismay amongst the already subdued muti- 
neers. They hastily threw down their weapons, with loud 
entreaties “ not to fire ! ” That same night, all the ring- 
leaders in this conspiracy were arrested and imprisoned, 
pending trial. 

Thus easily were the first efforts of the mutineers defeated 
at Lucknow ; but the snake, though scotched, was not 
killed — and of this the > chief commissioner was well 
aware. He had, however, gained time ; and now prepared 
to encounter the worst that might occur. It soon transpired 
that nearly all the 71st, and the great majority of the 13th 
and 48th regiments native infantry, together with the 7th 
light cavalry, were in league with the mutineers. Thus an 
outbreak might be momentarily expected. But some days 
before its actual occurrence, Sir Henry Lawrence had 
received information that the revolt would take place, be- 
tween eight and nine p.m., on Saturday the 30th May ; and 
on that evening accordingly, as nine o’clock sounded, the 
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tion would certainly' take place that night in the city; and his 
force was too small to enable him to follow the mutineers, and 
also take necessary precautions for the defence of the city. 

In the mean time, at every out-station the troops had 
mutinied ; British authority was everywhere subverted ; and 
the chief commissioner (now also senior military officer, 
with the rank of Brigadier-General in Oude), was eventually 
shut up in the Residency and adjacent buildings, — his garri- 
son numbering barely 500 European troops, together with 
such few of the native soldiery as still remained faithful. 
Yet, even now, the unflinching severity with which Sir H. 
Lawrence was known to punish all mutineers that fell into 
his hands, made the insurgents shy of approaching his 
position, until they could assail it in overwhelming num- 
bers. The stricter investment of the Residency was pre- 
cipitated by a mischance, which must now be described. 

On the evening of the 29th June, reports (apparently 
reliable, but, as was subsequently thought, intended to 
deceive) reached Sir Henry Lawrence, that the rebels, in 
no very considerable force, would march against Lucknow 
upon the following morning, from Chinhut, a village 
eight miles distant, on the road to Eyzabad. The chief 
commissioner hereupon determined to make a strong 
reconnaissance in that direction, with the view of meeting 
the enemy, and drawing him into action at a disadvantage, 
either on his entrance into the city, or at a certain bridge 
across the Kokrail, which is a small stream intersecting the 
Eyzabad road about half-way between Lucknow and Chin- 
hut. The force destined for this service moved out ac- 
cordingly at sis a.m. on the 30th June, and was composed as 
follows : — 

Artillery. — Eour 9-pounder field guns of the Bengal 
artillery, manned by Europeans; four ditto of Ho. 2 
Oude field battery ; two ditto of Ho. 3 ditto ; an 8-inch 
howitzer. 

Cavalry. — Troop of volunteer cavalry, 35 strong; 120 
troopers of the detachments belonging to the 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd remments of Oude irregular cavalry. 

Infantry.— 300 her Majesty’s 32nd, 150 13th native 
infantry, 60 48th native infantry, 20 71st native infantry 
(Sikhs). 
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town. The fort called Mucliee Bhawn* occupies the 
western extremity of the position described.^ Ibis post 
gives entire command of the two principal bridges on tho 
Groomtee, one of which is built of stone, the other being an 
iron suspension-bridge imported from England by a former 
king of Oude. About half a mile further eastward, stands 
the^Residency, with the numerous adjacent dwellings. that 
formed its outposts during the siege. Eastward, again, of 
the Residency, are a number of large buildings, mostly 
surrounded by extensive enclosures. Of these, tho most 
noteworthy are the Chutter-Muuzil Palace, King’s Palace, 
and Kaiserbagh attached, the Shah-Munzil, Motee Mahal*, 
or Pearl Palace, mess-house, barracks, &c. The mos.i 
eastward, and therefore most distant from the Residency 
• of all these positions, is a fortified inclosure called Securn 
derbagh. In a south-easterly direction, across the already 
mentioned canal, lie the Dilkhooska park and palace, and 
La Martiniere, a large school for Christian children, maim- 
tained on funds bequeathed by General Claude Martino. 
La Martiniere is situated at the junction of the canal 
with the Groomtee, and the DilkhoosKa park adjoins it. 
The Alumbagh . (a walled country residence of the late 
king), so often to be mentioned, stands due south of the 
Residency, and upwards of three miles distant from it, on 
the road to Cawnpore. 

TheMuchee Bhawn had been some time previously selected 
by Sir Henry Lawrence as a site for his magazine ; and 
judging that so commanding a position could not fail of 
exercising a great moral influence over the city, he in the 
• first instance proceeded to strengthen the fort. When, how- 
ever, the extent of the revolt, and the necessity of being 
prepared to resist an attack in force became more apparent, 
-—the inadequacy of the Muchee Bhawn as a fortified posi- 
tion became equally clear. Neither were there sufficient 
hands to man both it and the Residency. Having, there- 
fore, upon full consideration, recognized the defects of the 
fort, both with reference to defensive measures, and also 

* ^ uc ^ ee Bhawn, — the Fish House ; so called from a device over the 
gateway. 
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enabling them to keep up a fire of musketry by day or 
lijo-bt, which did far more execution thun round shot. 

The enemy, as already mentioned, proceeded to invest tho 
place immediately on the return of the lorce front Chinlmt, 
on the 30th June. The Muekee Bhawn was still held by 
British troops, though the treasure, and greater portions of 
the munitions and stores, had been previously removed to- 
the [Residency ; and it now became an object of primary 
importance to withdraw the garrison without loss. A tele- 
graphic message was communicated to Lieutenant Innes, 
the engineer officer, to the effect that the powder in tho 
magazine, about 200 barrels, was to be used in blowing up 
the fort, and that the garrison was to leave at midnight on tho 
1st July. This order was carried out with perfect success, 
and the troops thus withdrawn marched in at the [Residency 
gates without loss. But the garrison was now destined 
to suffer a severe calamity. On the 2nd of July, an 8-iuch- 
shell burst in the room in the [Residency in which Sir II. 
Lawrence was sitting. The missile exploded between him 
and Mr. Couper, his official secretary : close to both, but 
. without injury to either. The whole of liis staff implored 
Sir Henry to take up other quarters, as the [Residency had 
then become the special target for the round shot and shell 
of the enemy. This, however, he jestingly declined to do, 
observing that another shell would certainly never be 
pitched into that small room. But Providence had ordained 
otherwise, for on the very next day he was mortally wounded 
by the fragment of another shell, which burst in the same- 
room, exactly at the same spot. 

Sir H. Lawrence, knowing that his last hour w r as rapidly 
approaching, directed Colonel Inglis, of her Majesty’s 32nd- 
regiment, to assume command of the troops, and appointed 
Major Banks to succeed him in the office of chief commis- 
sioner. He lingered in great agony till the morning of the 
4tl\ of July, when he expired, and the government was- 
thereby deprived of the services of a distinguished states- 
man and a most gallant soldier. Pew men have ever pos- 
sessed, to the same extent, the power which he enjoyed, of 
winning the hearts of all with whom he came . in contact, 
and thus insuring the warmest and most zealous devotion 
for himself and for the state which he served. 
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effect. Three officers were blown into the air, reaching the 
ground, strange to tell, but little injured ; eleven of the 
garrison were buried under the ruins. The explosion was 
followed by a general assault ; but it was feeble, compared 
to some of those which had preceded it, and was repulsed 
without difficulty. 

On the 5th of September, the rebels made another and 
more general attack, prefaced, as usual, by the explosion of 
mines. An uncompleted one, near the Brigade Mess, 
proved innocuous ; another, close to Sago’s outpost, had 
fortunately been constructed on a miscalculation of the 
distance ; and a third, near Gfubbins’ battery, did no mis- 
chief. The enemy, however, advanced boldly enough 
towards the Brigade Mess ; but the splendid rifle practice 
of the officers who garrisoned that building soon caused 
their assailants to retreat, leaving upwards of a hundred 
corpses behind them. Their next assault was directed 
against the Bailey-guard, on the southern side of the Eesi- 
dency enclosure. Here they opened a tremendous fire of 
round shot ; but, their guns being silenced by those of the 
garrison, a few rounds of grape served to repel the 
threatened attack with considerable loss to the besiegers. 
The attempts on Innes’, the Bhoosa-guard, GfubbinB’, 
Sago’s, and the Financial out-posts were equally unsuccess- 
ful. From this time the insurgents seemed, to lose heart ; 
for, weak as the garrison was known to be, their resistance 
still continued to evince a determination as resolute as that 
displayed in the outset. Undermanned, without organized 
supplies of provisions or ammunition, or any regular form 
of defences, the ^Residency contained a multitude of women 
and children, such as to occasion unceasing anxiety for their 
fate, after the fearful examples of Cawnpore, Meerut, and 
Delhi. The most untiring vigilance was required in watch- 
ing and blowing up mines, before they were ready. Four 
of the enemy’s subterraneous advances towards important 
positions were countermined and exploded ; eighty of the 
besiegers on one occasion, and twenty on another, having 
thus been blown into the air. The whole of the officers 
and men were for eighty-seven days on duty day and night. 
There were at one time not so many artillerymen as guns. 
In addition to their incessant military duties, they were 
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cordingly crossed the Ganges towards the end of the month, 
and, advancing into Oiule, encountered, on the 29th July, a 
strong body of insurgents posted at Onao, a small town 
flanked by morasses, with the further defence of fifteen 
guns, and houses loop-holed for musketry. The place was, 
nevertheless, carried at the bayonet’s point; but, in order 
to dispose of the sick and wounded, together with the 
captured ordnance, a retrograde movement became im- 
perative. On the 4th August, however, the general, having 
in the mean time obtained some reinforcements from Cawn- 
pore, again advanced on tho Lucknow road, as far as 
Bussavutgunje. But here, learning that a large hostile 
force, very strong in artillery and cavalry, had beset his 
path, and that, moreover, he would have to force several 
hostile villages, besides crossing a deep torrent in face of 
immensely superior numbers, the gallant leader was, how- 
ever reluctantly, for the second time compelled to fall back 
upon Cawnpore. And hero again, fresh causes of delay 
conspired to frustrate the general’s immediate purpose. 
A an a Sahib was once more in force near Bhitboor, and 
until his levies should be dispersed, it would be impossible 
to denude Cawnpore of its garrison. On the lGth of 
August, therefore, Havelock once more marched out, with 
1,300 men and fourteen guns, to attack the enemy ; whom 
he defeated, and drove from a strong position with very heavy 
loss. Bhitboor, the Nana’s residence, was also taken and 
destroyed. The British casualties were few ; but tho 
result of this victory was a harassing retrograde movement 
upon Cawnpore, the ranks daily thinned by cholera. 
[Further offensive operations were obviously out of the 
question with the very limited number of troops at 
command, whilst the entire distance of about forty-five' 
miles between Cawnpore and Lucknow was beset by 
many thousands of rebels. General Havelock, in short, 
found that he could do no more than await the reinforce- 
ments expected under Sir James Outram, who (like himself, 
fresh from the lately-concluded Persian campaign) had 
resumed the office formerly held by him, of chief com- 
-missioner in Oude, together with chief military command 
in the united divisions of Cawnpore and Dinapore. 

In the mean time, hampered and retarded by events over 
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(Europeans and natives) survived; but the women and 
children were twice as many in number. The operations ot 
the relieving force on the 25th of September cost, them 
about 550 officers and men in killed, wounded, and missing. 
The heroic Neill’s career closed that day.* 

And now that the ^Residency had been gained, it was still 
necessary to dislodge the enemy from various positions from 
which he continued to keep up a fire alike upon the relievers 
and the relieved. A series of entrenched batteries had 
therefore to be carried in succession. This service was 
effected on the 26tli of September, but not without a fur- 
ther loss of more than 400 officers and men disabled, in- 
cluding seven officers killed. Brigadier Cooper, who com- 
manded the relieving force of artillery, was "among the 
slain. At this point, the incidents of the original leaguer 
may be held to terminate ; and the events which imme- 
diately follow are properly referable to 

THE SECOND SIEGE, OF 1857. 

The operations under Grenerals Outram and Havelock 
had thus to a certain extent been completely successful. 
They had succoured the besieged garrison at its utmost 
need: but that all-important point had not been gained 
without heavy sacrifices. Their loss, as we have already 
seen, was not much under 1,000 men hors de combat on the 
two days of the 25th aud 26th September. The sick of the 
relieving force, and all men wounded in previous engage- 
ments, had been left, in a strong position at the Alumbagb, 
protected by a division under Major Sibley of the 64th foot. 
The former garrison, under Inglis, continued in its old 
quarters ; .where also the presence of Outram and Have- 
lock’s main body added greatly- to the strength of the 
defenders, enabling them to extend their position with 
much advantage, .'and to undertake offensive operations 
nitherto impracticable. But' the Alumbagb remained 

-- This, gallant soldier fell a victim to his zeal for the service. He had 
actually arrived within the Residency entrenchments, when, hearing that 
some of the heavy guns behind were in jeopardy, he galloped back to lend 
his aid. A bullet struck him iu the head almost immediately, causing 
instantaneous death. 
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melin, were in constant requisition to foil the enemy’s 
attempts at mining. "With this object no. less than twenty- 
one shafts were sunlr, aggregating 209 feet in depth, and 
5 291 feet of gallery were excavated.. The besiegers, oil 
their side, advanced twenty mines against .the palaces and 
out-posts. Of these, five were exploded by them : but three 
out of the five caused no loss of life, and two were abso- 
lutely harmless ; seven were blown in ; and out of the rest 
the enemy were driven, under Captain Crommelin’s super* 
intendence, abandoning their galleries to the besieged. On 
one occasion only (October 6th) the enemy, succeeded so 
far as to enter the palaces in. considerable numbers; but 
they were speedily repulsed, with a loss estimated- at 450 
men hilled and wounded. Thus a line of gardeiis, courts, 
and dwelling-houses without fortified enceinte , without 
flanking defences, and closely connected with the city, was 
for eight weeks held against a constant fire of musketry - 
from loopholed walls and windows, within thirty yards of 
the defenders’ position, and -from the summits of lofty 
buildings ; while round shot and grape were plied, at dis- 
tances varying from 70 to 500 yards. The relieving force was 
able, besides, to secure the garrison within the entrench- 
ments from all molestation from the side of the Cawnpore 
road, on which three strong positions were maintained. 
The command of the iron bridge also kept musketry fire -at 
a' distance, and occasioned infinite annoyance to the enemy. 
Old defences were repaired, and new batteries for thirteen 
guns erected ; and the second siege, with the increased gar- 
rison, seems scarcely to have been surpassed in suffering, 
in endurance and in heroism by the first. During its con- 
tinuance, twenty-three officers were killed, and twenty- - 
two died from wounds or disease.. 

A telegraphic communication (by means of signal-flags) 
hadbeen all along kept up with the detached force at Al um- 
bagh, where, towards the end of October, reinforcements 
began to congregate. The first arrival consisted of 700 
men, with four guns, escorting a large convoy of provisions., 
Un the 3rd of November, a column from the Delhi field 
torce made its appearance, under Brigadier Hope Grant ; 
who also brought with him 2,000 camels and 500 cart* 
loads of supplies. Sir Coliu Campbell himself left Cawn- 
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was one pronounced unexampled in _ the annals of war. 
This closed the operations of the day, in reference to which 
tlio veteran Commander-in-Chiefy — than whom few men had 
seen harder service,— declared that he never witnessed 
more severe fighting. Early on the morning^ of the 17th, 
communications were opened to the left rear of the barracks, 
towards the canal. The enemy made their last stand at tlm 
mess-house and Motee Mahal adjoining. The former of 
these, a very strong position, was taken at three p.m., the lat- 
ter about dusk. The Observatory, otherwise called Banks’s 
House, was next stormed by a party of Sikhs; and the 
occupation of some intervening buildings insured a com- 
plete communication between the new entrenchments of 
the garrison and the posts already in possession of the 
relieving troops. Sir Colin Campbell’s advance having been 
made upon a route* previously transmitted to him by Sir 
James Outram, the chief had consequently derived much 
advantage from the active aid which the garrison were able 
to render him, particularly in all the latter operations. 
The total return of killed and wounded was 467 of all ranks. 
Out of this number, ten officers were killed and thirty-three 
wounded, including Sir Colin himself, who received a slight 
hurt ; but many of the wounded soldiers, and two officers, 
were mortally injured. 

The Commander-in-Chief, who was met by Outram and 
Havelock, on the evening of the 17th November, had now 
completed the first portion of his, immediate task ; but that 
which remained to be executed was a business of no small 
delicacy. The second siege was raised, but the garrison was 
still to be brought off. "With this design in hand, the British 
leader continued during the next three days to hold the 
whole country, from the Dilkhoosha. to the gates of the Resi- 
dency, secured with a view of extricating the garrison, and 
not exposing it to the chance of even a stray musket-shot — 
an. object aspired after from the first. The whole force 


It would, at this point, be hardly fair to omit mentioning the gallant 
conduct of Mr. James Kavanagh (one of the garrison), who, at the im- 
minent risk of his life, ventured forth disguised as a native, in order to 
join the Commander-in-Chief and act as his guide. Mr. Kavanauh 
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THE THIRD SIEGE, 1858. 

Notwithstanding his late brilliant exploits, Sir Colin 
Campbell was yet far from strong enough to effect the dis- 
persion of the rebels at Lucknow : and other matters de- 
manded his earliest attention. He therefore at once resolved 
on withdrawing his force, and did so in perfect order and 
without molestation. A strong division, however, was left 
behind, under command of Sir James Outram, which occu- 
pied an entrenched position at the Alumbagh. Here, on 
the 25th of November, a martyr to the fatigues and anxie- 
ties under which he had so long nobly borne up, died the 
brave Sir Henry Havelock,* whose memory will be impe- 
rishably associated with the relief of Lucknow. He was 
happy, at least, in having lived to see the completion of the 
good work which he himself had 8o gloriously laboured to 
promote. 

The Commander-in-Chief was again at Cawnpore by the 
end of November, and found there a state of affairs that 
rendered his presence eminently desirable. But the detail 
of these matters lies not within our province. Suffice it tC 
say, that, after restoring order and public confidence in the 
neighbourhood of Cawnpore, Sir Colin left that station on 
the 24th of December ; and after defeating a large body of 
insurgents by the way, arrived on the 2nd of January, 1858, 
at Futtehghur (Furruckabad), whence the enemy fled in 
confusion, leaving guns, stores, and baggage behind them. 
It was no part of the cautious leader’s intentions to invade 
either Oude or Bohilcund from this point, however appa- 
rently convenient for attacking either district. His first 
and foremost object, before attempting anything against the 
rebel swarm that thronged Lucknow, was to make the 
surest provisions for defending the line of the Ganges be* 
tween the hills and Allahabad. Such precaution, was esaen- 
fially necessary, to prevent the main body of the uisvxgen , 
if dispersed at Lucknow, from finding their way o=tilv ra- 
the scarcely tranq uilliz ed British territories, o 

* tt - On - and being, 

His patent of Baronetcy bore date Norem " son, 

eequently, a dead letter, wa 3 renewed in favour 
remainder to the others. 
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suffering but slightly. Tho last of these assaults took placo 
on the 25th ^February. The Commauder-in-Cbicf now 
fixed his head-quarters at Dilkkoosha, and was joined by 
Brigadier- General Pranks, whoso advance had been marked 
by a series of brilliant and higlily-iinportaufc successes over 
two of the principal leaders in tho Oudo insurrection. 
Pranks out-manoeuvred both these commanders, beat them 
separately whilst seeking to form a junction, dispersed their 
levies, and captured their artillery. Jhung Bahadoor’s divi- 
sion also crossed the Gogra, and took up tho position 
assigned to it before Lucknow. The assembled army might 


now amount to 40,000 men, of whom nearly one-half wore 
Europeans. But following up his former policy, the Chief 
had determined on economizing, as far as possible, the lives 
of those under his authority; and for the more effectual 
carrying out of this purpose, an unusually large proportion 
of artillery swelled his already imposing array. Sir Archdalo 
Wilson, of Delhi, who had been specially summoned to com- 
mand in this branch of the service, found at his disposal not 
less than 250 pieces of ordnance, many of them being of the 
largest calibre. And, although the enemy had been doing 
much to strengthen the defences of the town, both in earth- 
works and masonry, it was evident that these must very 
shortly crumble under the fire to be opened on them. 

Active operations were commenced, under the Com- 
mander-in-Chief’s immediate superintendence, on the 6th of 
March. Sir James Outram that day crossed the Goomtee, 
below Lucknow, with 6,000 men, and thirty guns. He was 
attacked on the other side, but repulsed the enemy. This 
movement, coupled with some dispositions of minor import- 
ance, completed the arrangements for an attack ; and by the 
8th all was in readiness. On the 9th of March, General 
Outram succeeded in turning the enemy’s main line of 
defences, by an enfilading fire ; and La Martiniere was 
stormed by a division under Sir Edward Lugard. On the 
10th, Sir Colin Campbell captured the Observatory, and 
subsequently took up a position in front of that building. 
Sir James Outram, still on the left bank of the river, was at 
the same time pushing on his advances, thoug i mee mg wi 
an obstinate resistancl The British casuotaes np to tins 
date, inclusive, were not much in encess o. 100 Med 
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the precautions adopted to prevent the tide of fugitives 
from inundating the districts under British rule. 

Thus ended the three notable leaguers of Lucknow, in 
the course of which the belligerents so curiously played 
alternate parts. The Eesideucy sieges must go down to all 
posterity as monuments of British valour and enduranco, 
whilst the relieving operations and final expugnation of the 
rebels by Sir Colin Campbell will be regarded as the induc- 
tion of a new era in the British military system. 
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Carolina ; and in the same month General Grant captured 
Fort Henry, on the Tennessee river, and, almost directly 
afterwards, Fort Donnelson, on the river Cumberland. 
General Pope, too, took an island fort on the Mississippi, 
but had failed to make any impression on the great strong' 
hold of Vicksburg. The capture of Hew Orleans, there- 
fore, was by far the most brilliant exploit of the year, and 
was a severe blow to the Confederates. 

The place was defended by two forts — Fort Jackson and 
Fort Philip — occupying positions on opposite sides of the 
river below the city. And to these defences was added a 
great bar thrown across the stream, and consisting of a 
mass of sunken vessels, tremendous booms, and a tangle of 
chains. A dozen effective gunboats also defended the forts, 
supporting them in their continuous fire on an approaching 
enemy. The Federal fleet consisted of 46 steam sloops 
and gunboats, carrying 286 guns and 25 mortars; and 
after a cannonade which lasted for more than four days, 
the gunboats fairly forced their way past Fort Jackson, 
and came in front of the city, where it was open to the 
river. The Confederate forces then retreated, and the city 
surrendered at discretion. 

In September, 1862, President Lincoln published a pro- 
clamation declaring the establishment of freedom and the 
abolition of slavery in America. 

In 1863 two expeditions were organized by the North, 
one for the sailing of a naval armament to take Charleston, 
and another by General Banks operating from New 
Orleans, and General Sherman from Memphis, to open the 
river Mississippi. The naval force was under Admiral 
Ingraham, and reached the harbour of Charleston at the 
beginning of February, when an attempt was made to force 
the passage by night, while the moon was shining brightly. 
The ships, however, were met by the ironclad steamers and 
rams of the Confederates, and so injured that they were 
compelled to escape to the open sea. 

An attempt to take Vicksburg by assault had failed. 
An immense flotilla had carried General Sherman’s army 
of 40,000 men down the Mississippi from Memphis, but 
they were repulsed with great slaughter. Another attempt 
was then determined on by Commodore Farragut, who 
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the sides of the hills mid el ill's, where* they i-U’pL on tho 
damp lloors aud ato their scanty rations ol bacon, pea ore.w!, 
aud, at last, of mules’ ilesh, as beat they could. 1 ins was 
a terrible ordeal for the luxurious Southern ladies, wIhmo 
mode of life had been of the easiest and i«oat retmed 
description. Several persons were killed in the r^reeLo 
Thirteeu-inch shells came down constantly, and every street 
was partially in ruins, while a large portion of the town w.i * 
burnt. Many of the buildings containing the sick and 
wounded were within the range of the fire, and llagayf 
truce were only granted for the purpose ot burying Use 
dead. On the thirty-fifth day provisions began to be very 
scarce, and the hope of relief was dying out. Tho iWn of 
mules and of dogs was the bust meat commonly procurable ; 
bean meal was made into bread and corn meal into codec. 


On the 4th of July Vicksburg capitulated. The garrison 
consisted of less than 15,000 men, and the total number of 
inhabitants was about 30,000. 

Charleston had yet to be subdued, however, and a third 
attack against it was organized during the summer, under 
General Gilmore. Tho natural defences of Charleston 


harbour are Sullivan Island and Morris Island. The main 


ship channel runs at about an equal distance between them, 
and every vessel passing into tho harbour is exposed in a 
cross fire from their batteries. At the apex of an obtuse- 
angled triangle, of which a lino drawn from the nearest 
points of the two islands would bo tho base, is a shoal or 
mud bank, on which stands Port Sumter. This fortress 
was raised on an artificial foundation of refuse atouo from 
quarries in the neighbourhood, and was intended for three 
tiers of guns, the two lower tiers being casemated. It 
commands tho northern and southern channels, so as to 
block the passage into the harbour. Against this lbrt a 
tremendous cannonade was kept up both by sea and land, 
and its guns were eventually dismounted by the heavy lire 
irorn the Whitworth and Parrott guns, which rained shot 
and shell upon the devoted garrison without intermission, 
lhe power of the Pederal land artillery and tho fire from 
their ironclads was enormous, and was all tho time 
constantly sustained, bub General Beauregard, who com- 
manded the Confederate garrison, refused to surrender 
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THE WAR BETWEEN RRANOE AND GERMANY 

IN 1870. 


SIEGES OE STRASBITRG, METZ, AND PAEIfe. 

August, 1870, to March , 1871. 

The declaration of war between Trance and Germany in 
July, 1870, was, in its immediate effects, one of the most 
terrible events in tbe history of Europe. _ Its more 
remote effects have not yet; Decome matter of history ; but 
the fearful scenes of anarchy and bloodshed which reduced 
Paris to a continued state of siege, and made the most 
brilliant and the gayest capital of the world a city of ruin 
and desolation, followed the war, without being altogether 
the direct consequences of it. It may truly be said 
that the perversity and vain-glory which so quickly 
brought about the invasion of Prance by the Prussian and 
German legions, were also instrumental in producing 
that wild revolutionary ' madness that knew neither law 
nor order, and made necessary a second siege of Paris 
by Prenehmen at Versailles, after the retirement of the 
foreign army which had taken the city by a siege, of which 
we shall now give some account, 

Before the German armies invested the capital of 
Prance, several desperate battles were fought, in which 
the Prench sustained a series of disastrous defeats. The 
principal and final one of these was the battle of Sedan, 
after which the Emperor Napoleon III. surrendered a 3 a 
prisoner of war, and was sent to the Chateau of "Willielms- 
hohe, in Germany ; while, after the capitulation of Sedan 
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advanced into Prance was 570,000, consisting of 192 bat- 
talions, 164 squadrons, and 110 batteries, with 660 guns. 
These were divided into three distinct forces. The army 
of the Saar, or the First Army, under the command of 
General von Steinmetz, who was afterwards sent back to a 
command in Posen, consisted of the "Westphalian and the 
Rhenish corps and the 4th or Brandenburg division of 
cavalry — its 50 battalions and 40 squadrons, with 31 bat- 
teries of field artillery, with 186 guns — altogether 70,000 
men. The second, or “ Army of the Rhine,” commanded 
by Prince Frederic Charles, formed the centre of the 
Prussian line, and consisted of East Prussians, Pomera- 
nians, men of Brandenburg and Magdeburg, Slesvig- 
Holsteiners, Saxons, and the Hesse-Darmstadt division, and 
the divisions from the garrison of Mayence — altogether 
250,000 men and 660 guns. The third was the Crown 
Prince’s army, or the Army of the South, and consisted of 
the Guards, the Posen, Silesian, Hesse, and Nassau corp3, 
with the "Wurtemburg, Baden, and Bavarian contingents 
— 250,000 men with 660 guns. 

These figures, of course, do not include the immense 
numbers of reserves which were coming up in line, but 
only the total strength of the three German armies which 
occupied France in August, 1870. 

The boundary-line of France and Germany' — Belgium and 
Luxembourg being neutral — was from Basle to Sierck. The 
Rhine, parting France from the grand duchy of Baden on the 
right bank, formed the division between France and Ger- 
many as far as Lauterbourg, on the left bank, very near to 
the great federal fortress of Rastadt. The line then turned 
in a north-west direction till it reached Sierck, on the river 
Moselle. 
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The stronghold is also the seat of a regimental school of 

artillery, under the command of a general. It is lmpoaai e 

for the traveller to forget, when in Strasburg, that the town 
is an important fortress, for all the seven gate es .are shut 
in winter at eight, and in summer at ten o clock, thou^ 
diligences are allowed to enter later, as well as travellers by 

post or steamboat. „ - , _ , , , 

“ The choicest promenades of Strasburg are beyond the 
enceinte. The two finest are called the Contades and the 
Bobertsau. The latter is composed of huge lawns, inter- 
sected by walks designed by Le Eotre, LouisrSXVVs great 
gardener ; of a splendid orangery (1,200 trees), where the 
Empress Josephine lodged in 1806 and 1809 y of an Eng- 
lish garden, a suspension-bridge that leads to the Isle ol 
IVacken, and of a smiling and coquettish village. 

“ But the wonder and delight of Strasburg is the cathe- 
dral, one of the masterpieces of Gothic architecture. 
Bounded by Clovis in 510, reconstructed by Pepin and 
Charlemagne, destroyed by lightning in 1007, it was rebuilt, 
in 1015, by Erwin de Steinbach, and finished, in 1413, by 
Jean Hultze, of Cologne, after the tower had been 424 
years incomplete. According to tradition, 10,000 workmen 
toiled at the holy, work for the good of their souls, 4 all for 
love, and nothing for reward.’ An epitome of Gothic art, 
this cathedral contains specimens of every style, from the 
Byzantine upwards. That noble spire, according to the 
best guide-books, rises 468 feet above the pavement ; that is, 
twenty-four feet higher than the Great Pyramid, and sixty- 
four feet higher than St. Paul’s, the body of the church 
itself being higher than the towers of York Minster. The 
view from this network of stone repays the giddiest person. 
Beyond the dull red roofs and the high-roofed and manv- 
wmdowed houses, spreads the whole country of the Ehine 
and Black Porest, and on the side of Erance you Bee the 

k?n S l 3 U H? Untam ,!; ? he ^P 16 P ortal is peculiarly fine, and 
mi(hhi f \ a - W °a ld of T^t statues and bas-reliefs. The 

S’Snitm a , dorne ? wlth no less ^an fourteen statues 
the Old Testament prophets ; on the right arch are the 

2 y 2 
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the line had been converted into heaps of charred wood and 
twisted iron. On approaching tho Porto Savcrne, I saw 
countless marks indicating tho severity of tho lire which 
the besiegers had directed towards this spot. Between 
this and the Porte de Pierre tho walls have been breached 
in two places. After I had passed through tho gate, tho 
spectacle of destruction which I witnessed was ono I 
shall not soon forget. On the right, as far as I could see, 
the whole quarter was a pile of rubbish. There wore few 
marks of fire. Cannon-shot and shells had reduced houso 
after houso into their original elements. When the spaco 
between Temple Bar and Carey Street, on which the now 
Law Courts aro to be erected, was being cleared of houses, tho 
appearance presented was not dissimilar ; but there was 
this difference, that in the case of the houses removed from 
that site there were signs of regularity in tho midst of the 
destruction, the walk were systematically removed, whereas 
in Strasburg the ruined houses were literally piles of 
rubbish, and unless I had known that houses had onco 
covered the spot, I should not have supposed that tho 
rubbish had ever taken the form of shapely dwellings. In 
front of nearly every shop-window were sloping planks 
arranged with a view to ward off filling shot. All the 
openings made to admit air and light into the cellars were 
covered with a mass of earth and straw. In some cases 
the straw had evidently been taken from the most offensive' 
though not the least useful, part of the farmyard. The 
deprivation of light and air and the presence of noisome 
smells which those who occupied the cellars must have had 
to endure must have been, not only a severe trial, but also 
most detrimental to health. One house standing at a 
corner was propped up, lest it should topple over. A 
cannon-ball had swept a large piece out of the corner, and 
had cut through one of the beams which supported the two 
upper floors. On reaching the Place Kleber, one of the 
largest and finest open spaces in Strasburg, the signs^ of 
destruction, were most striking. The handsome building 
which filled the north-eastern side of the square, and in 
which was a valuable museum of ancient and modern works 
of art, is now represented by empty walls. Nearly every 
house has been pierced with shot or shell. The hot ■ 
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of the latter that the destruction of the cathedral was one 
of the designs of the besiegers. More than one German 
artillery officer assured me that orders were daily given not 
only to spare the city, but also carefully to avoid firing in 
such a way as would either damage or endanger the cathe- 
dral. Other public buildings, however, have not escaped. 
The prefecture, the theatre, and the church, whereof the 
world-renowned library formed a part, are now represented 
by bare walls. 

* “ Erom the Porte de Pierre to the Porte Rationale, 3 
distance of half a mile, hardly a single wall is standing of 
the hundreds of houses which formerly covered this space. 
Here and there a single house was still erect. I entered 
one of them. Shells had passed through the walls or had 
fallen through the roof. Some had exploded as they entered, 
and had converted the interior into a wreck. Pragments of 
curtains, of broken glass or crockery, of bedding, books, 
and furniture were curiously intermingled with bricks, 
plaster, and wood. In one corner a few newspapers had 
escaped destruction. They had probably been lying on 
the table when the projectile which had done the damage 
entered the house and exploded. The last was dated 
September 8th. An old Dutch clock remained against the., 
half-ruined wall : the hands pointed to a quarter to nine. 
As the clock had evidently been injured by falling stones 
and plaster, this probably indicates tbe hour at which the 
occurrence took place. The fire from the besieging batteries 
being always most severe at night and very trifling in the 
morning, it is probable that this particular house was 
rendered uninhabitable at a quarter to nine on the night of 
September 8th. This is a mere matter of speculation; but 
it is not at all doubtful as to the tastes of the occupant of 
the upper rooms. These had been filled with a collection 
of stuffed birds and preserved insects. A ball, or a frag- 
ment of a shell, had passed through a case of butterflies, 
and had destroyed some, without injuring the pins with 
which they were pierced. The . birds were lying about in 
shapeless heaps. Here lay a quantity of feathers, there a 
number of beaks and legs. Several were untouched. The 
proprietor of the house said that the collection belonged to 
a lodger, who had spent upwards of fifteen years in making 
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of the latter that the destruction of tho cathedral was one 
of the designs of the besiegers. More than one German 
artillery officer assured me that orders wero daily given not 
only to spare the city, but also carefully to avoid bring in 
such a way as would either damage or endanger tho cathe- 
dral. Other public buildings, however, have not escaped. 
The prefecture, the theatre, and tho church, whereof the 
world-renowned library formed a part, are now represented 
by bare walls. 

“From the Porte de Pierre to the Porte Rationale, a 
distance of half a mile, hardly a single wall is standing of 
the hundreds of houses which formerly covered this space. 
Here and there a single house was still erect. I entered 
one of them. Shells had passed through the walls or had 
fallen through the roof. Some had exploded as they entered, 
and had converted the interior into a wreck. Fragments of 
curtains, of broken glass or crockery, of beddiug, books, 
and furniture were curiously intermingled with bricks, 
plaster, and wood. In ono corner a few newspapers had 
escaped, destruction. They had probably been lying on 
the table when the projectile which had done the damage 
entered the house and exploded. The last was dated 
September 8th. An old Dutch clock remained against the 
half-ruined wall : the hands pointed to a quarter to nine. 
As the clock had evidently been injured by falling stones 
and plaster, this probably indicates the hour at which the 
occurrence took place. The fire from the besieging batteries 
being always most severe at night and very trifling in the- 
morning, it i3 probable that this particular house was 
rendered uninhabitable at a quarter to nine on the night of 
September 8th. This is a mere matter of speculation ; but 
it is not at all doubtful as to the tastes of the occupant of 
the upper rooms. These had been filled with a collection 
of stuffed birds and preserved insects. A ball, or a frag- 
ment of a shell, had passed through a case of butterflies, 
ana had destroyed some, without injuring the pins with 
which they were pierced. The . birds were lying about in 
shapeless heaps. Here lay a quantity of feathers, there a 
number of beaks and legs. Several were untouched. The 
proprietor of the house said that the collection belonged to 
a lodger, who had spent upwards of fifteen years in making 
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top. Another twenty-four hours of heavy firing would have 
completed all that tho besiegers intended to do before 
delivering tho assault. Indeed, everything was ready. 
The materials wherewith to bridge tho moat wore collected 
at Bischciw. Tho soldiers had been ordered to hold them- 
selves ready to move forward at a moment’s notice. 
That the place would havo been captured is certain ; but 
that the loss of lifo would havo been great is certain also. 
It is fortuuate that tho end has "been less bloody than was 
anticipated. Governor Ulirieb and the garrison havo dis- 
tinguished themselves by tho bravery of their defence ; and 
that tho Germans havo shown how skilfully they can lay 
siege to a powerful fortress, no one can dispute. 

“ "With one deplorable exception, the inhabitants of Stras- 
burghave treated their conquerors with great consideration. 
On September 29th three soldiers were shot in a by-atreot 
near the cathedral. The assassins fled. Ouo of them was 
pursued by some citizens who witnessed tho deed. Ho 
took refuge in the Cafe do Commerce. There ho was 
detained till tho German soldiers arrived. Tho citizens 
who were present specially ealled their attention to the fact 
that not only did they repudiate all complicity with tho 
murderers, but that they bad done their utmost to hinder 
their escape. As soon as General Werder heard the tidings, 
he ordered the city to pay a heavy contribution, and lie 
threatened to treat the inhabitants with the greatest rigour, 
and to humiliate them by making a triumphal entry into 
their city with his whole army. However, when the mayor 
represented that the blame could not fairly be placed on 
the inhabitants, and when he was convinced that the act 
was entirely the work of isolated ruffians, ho cancelled the 
orders he had given, and relieved the city from paying the 
enormous contributiou of four millions of fraucs.” 

OPERATIONS OF THE FRENCH AND GERMAN ARMIES 

NEAR METZ. 

The head-quarters of the Emperor Napoleon were at 
Nancy, a town on the Grand Trunk Railway from Paris to 
Strasburg, with a branch line from Nancy to the great 
Prench fortress of Metz, and thence to the smaller one of 
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from their position, and were forced to retreat, after making 
an ineffectual stand at Reichshoffen. The loss on both 
sides was severe, but the French corps d’armee was com- 
pletely routed, though they had fought with great bravery 
and determination. The battle (now known as the battle 
of Woerth) was fought on the 7th, and was one of the 
most terrible conflicts of the war. The French lost 5,000 
men, and 6,000 were taken prisoners, the army of General 
MacMahon leaving their baggage behind them in their 
retreat, together with several guns. The Germans lost 
between 3,000 and 4,000 men. 

Meanwhile Prince Frederick Charles, with hi 3 second 
army — the Army of the Rhine — was advancing, and gained 
a victory at Spieheren, on the west of Saarbruck, where 
General von Goeben carried the position of the French 
troops under General Frossard. The French army was 
then retiring along its whole line in retreat to the interior. 
The Third German Army, with the King at its head, was 
advancing to join the two other great divisions. 

On Sunday, the 14th of August, it was declared that the 
Emperor Napoleon had resigned the entire command of th.e 
French army to General Bazaine, who at once prepared to 
retreat towards Chalons, where France was collecting her 
strength to resist the invader, that General MacMahon 
might unite all her forces to make a stand against the three 
united German armies, and to risk a great battle in order 
to prevent the enemy from marching on Paris. 

The object of the German armies, continuing to co- 
operate after the engagements which drew them on towards 
the great French encampment outside the walls of the vast 
fortress of Metz, was to cut off the retreat of the army 
under Bazaine, and so prevent it from reaching Chalons to 
join MacMahon. To do this they must force it to retreat 
within Metz, and then shut it up by regularly laying siege 
to that stronghold — leaving a large force for this purpose — 
while the l’est of their armies continued their march towards 
Paris. In order to accomplish this, a severe and desperate 
fight took place at a spot between Metz and Verdun. 
About 2,000 French were captured, and several generals 
were killed on both sides. The French lines were, then 
driven back, the pursuit extending even to the glacis of tho 
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On the 4th of September the Crown Princo was leaving 
Donchery : tho chain of fortresses in Alsace was left 
behind as soon as Phalsbourg had been passed ; thou came 
an easy stago to tho open city of Nancy. Thu army received 
strong reinforcements, and turned "tho fortress" of Toul 
both to tho north aud south, advancing upon tho Marne 
with wonderful swiftness — tho roads cumbered with heavy 
columns of all arms of the service, and masses of men 
moving ceaselessly forward. Thus tho Third Army was in 
position along tho road between Nancy and Paris — viz. 
towards tho south. 

The French troops under Bazaine were still shut up and 
watched by tho First German Army, and a portion of tho 
Second Army, under tho command of Princo Frederick 
Charles, left for tho purposo of carrying on 


THE SIEGE OF METZ. 


Tiie position of Metz is one of tho most favourable that 
a great stronghold can occupy ; and as it was not only tho 
most important fortification of Franco, but was so placed 
as to bo a continual menace to Germ 
becamo essential to tho ultimate succet 
victories. What Mayeuco was to Germ 
Franco: it was tho permanent defcnc 
between the river Meuse and the Rhine 
tho junction of tho two streams, where tl 
cations cross, and commanding both bank 
regarded as almost impregnable, and if 
considered to be a work of the utmost dii 
the necessity for constructing and mr 
above aud below it, whilo the forces witl 
occupying tho outer circle of works, coul 
stant attack on any enemy attempting to 
The town, beautifully situated and re 
is traversed by the Moselle, which, a 
western portion, makes a bend and enter 
which is crossed by fifteen bridges. . Tbi 
enters Metz on tho south, diverging into 
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they should not break through and attempt to deliver Paris 
from the other two armies that were marehiug to lay siege 
to it. So completely was Bazaine hemmed in, that for 
many days a large reward was offered to any one who 
could succeed' in taking him a message and bringing back 
his reply. One man nearly performed the feat; but was 
taken and shot by the Germans at the last moment. 

Bazaine at Metz, and General TJhrieh at Strasburg, were 
engaged in defending strongholds; but the fortunes of 
Prance depended on the former general getting out with 
his army to engage the enemy before they reached Chalons. 
This the German besiegers were determined to prevent ; so 
that 180,000 to 200,000 persons were shut up within the 
fortified zone surrounding the great citadel, into which no 
supplies could be introduced to provide for the enormous con- 
sumption necessary to sustain the army, the cattle, and the 
inhabitants. Por some time messages were sent and 
received in bottles floated up or down the Moselle ; but 
this simple device was soon discovered and frustrated. It 
was then attempted to make use of balloons ; but these, 
too, were mostly discovered, and the contents of the de- 
spatches made known to the German commanders, while, 
even if they had reached Paris, there was no army of relief 
to send to rescue the captives. On the contrary, the 
captive army was itself necessary to defend Paris against 
the inevitable results of the great operations which the 
ever-increasing German army was preparing for the subju- 
gation of Prance. Such balloon messages as were discovered 
represented Metz to be in a state of complete preparation 
for a prolonged siege ; and one, containing 5,000 letters, 
which was found at Neufcbatel on the 16th of September, 
conveyed the intelligence that the besieged had plenty of 
provisions, that Marshal Bazaine had been victorious in the 
• battles of August, and that there was no doubt he would 
cut his way through the investing forces when the time 
arrived. 

The time never did arrive. We now know that in the 
battles of August, the Prencb, bravely and even desperately 
as they fought, were always defeated ; and when Marshal 
Bazaine at last capitulated, the well-fed German soldiers 
who entered Metz gave up their own rations to the starving 
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direction, duo north, was tho great hump on tho top of 
which was St. Quentin, the greatest outwork of Metz, and 
a complete fortress itself, almost impregnable, even if all its 
neighbours had been taken. It dominated tho country to tho 
south, the south-west, west, and north-west ; but it was most 
menacing towards the east, where it defended the inner 
fortifications. North-west of it, on tho top of tho bluff, a 
mile off, was Fort Flappoville, or Les Carrieres, open on 
tho west, but preventing au enemy from holding the top of 
tho high ground. Duo north from Metz, about two miles, 
standing in tho middle of the plain, with tho Tbiouvillo 
railway on the west aud the Moselle on tho east, lay St. 
Eloy, the last aud not the least important of tho vast series 
of outworks. 

These details, though they may not bo very interesting, 
will show what au enormous stronghold the Germans had 
to besiege, and may be useful in pointing to tho utter defeat 
of the French by prompt strategy, and an immense, well- 
organized, and admirably-equipped army. Carefully as tho 
siege was commenced, it would seem that its first object 
was rather to keep Bazaine’s force shut up than to attempt 
to carry the place. Indeed, tho latter would have been 
almost impossible, and would probably only have been 
attempted if the French could have held out at Metz until 
Paris itself was taken, when the entire German forces of 
artillery would have concentrated against the great fortress. 
It cannot be doubted that Bazaino and bis officers knew 
the case was hopeless. Their only chance was to cut their 
way out, with their army, through the German lines ; but 
this seems never to have been attempted with vigour, 
though there were numerous sorties and some desperate 
fighting. They stayed in the great fortified trap into' which 
they were driven till want, mutiny, r 1 
achieving any good result, led them to c 

The German troops were regularly 
however. The Seventh Army Corps hek 
ment on the east side of the Moselle 
Magny Peltoy and Mercy-la-Haut, with 
feldwachts thrown forward. The First A 
to several villages, in a line that was \\ 
great guns of St. J ulien. The first li 
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the manner in which they were foiled, it will be necessary to 
give a brief description of the ground. From Metz to 
Slezieres there is a long trough, with a flat bottom, the 
alluvial margin of the Moselle. This tract is about four 
English miles wide. Across this bottom, at the narrowest 
part thus formed, lies a series of villages — the two Tapes 
and St. Eemy, with Maxe and Ladonchamps respectively 
slightly to the east and west front. More or less, there 
were Prussian troops in all these. Bazaine had laid his 
scheme with great art. Covered by the dense fog, he had 
made his dispositions with such adroitness that when it 
lifted, a little past one, his arrangements were already all 
but complete. In the first instance, he directed a strong 
assault on Ladonchamps. The landwehr outpost held the 
place as if they were 10,000 instead of 100 men, and the 
French sent their infantry swarming into it while their 
artillery played upon it. ‘ Only an attempt to reoccupy 
Ladonchamps,’ quoth a friend of the staff, as be lighted a fresh 
cigar ; ‘ the guns will teach them the folly of that, and we 
can back to our arbour.’ Certainly it seemed, if any argu- 
ment could be convincing, that the Prussian artillery must 
be so. The white spurts of smoke were visible all round 
the valley. On the right front the batteries at Sennecourt 
were hard at work, and also others nearer us on the flat, 
while the great guns at Freneeourt were sending shells at 
a low range right over Ladonchamps in among the advancing 
Erench. Then, on our left, at Amelange, two other batteries 
were maintaining a semi-cross fire ; and from the bluffs on 
the other side of the Moselle, between Olgv and Malroy, the 
Prussian field artillery were also roaring. The attack on 
Ladonchamps was a diversion. Suddenly the villages of 
Grandes and Petites Tapes, of St. Bemy and Maxe, were 
overwhelmed by a cataract of Frenchmen. The 59th Land- 
wehr, in St. Bemy, would not fall back, a3 ifc_ should have 
done in common prudence, but stood up there in the street 
till the French, having played upon it with their artillery, 
and rained upon it chassepot and mitrailleuse bullets, 
finally pushed backwards the shattered rem the 

ckaussee bv dint of sheer numbers. The - ' , N 

of the 58th occupied Grandes Tape*., 

Grandes Tapes now, but 1 1,1 ' 
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ramparts of Sfc. Eloy. But the mitrailleuse venomous!}' 
sounded its angry whirr, making the skirmishers recoil 
nervously as they crossed tho lino of lire, and tearing chasms 
in the fronts of tho solid masses of which they wero tho 
forerunners. The artillery aud tho skirmishers wero enough 
for the Trench. The deuse columns staggered and then 
broke. Through my glass I could see a continuous sauvo 
qui pcut into the village of Male. But when they had once 
got stone and lime between them and the Prussians, tho 
Trench wero obstinate and would go no further. In vain 
the Prussian artillery fired on the villages, advancing closer 
and closer in alternate order of batteries, with a precision 
and rapidity that could not have been exceeded on Wool- 
wich Common. That obstinate battery in front of Graudes 
Tapes would uot cease, aud the Trench tirailleurs still lined 
the chaussee in its front. By this time it was nearly four 
o’clock. A gallant captain of cavalry pulled up as he 
galloped past mo to swear at the Trench for spoiling his 
dinner, which had been ordered for four. Alas ! the cap- 
tain will waufcno more dinners. He had uot gone a hundred 
yards to my right when a shell from St. Julien fell and 
burst right before him, and blew himself and his horse into 
fragments. The same shell disturbed a hare, which bounced 
from its form and scampered aero33 the battle-field right in 
a line with the gun-fire. The landwebr men roared at the 
sight, amid the dropping chassepots; aud, but for the 
restraint of the officer, I believe that several would have 
quitted the shelter of the intrenebments to go in chase. As 
we stood in this suspense a staff office 
front line with orders for a general 
villages by storm. The advance, he to! 
of four brigades of the landwebr, with 
10th Army Corps supporting. In a 
the command came sounding along ti 
sprang from their cover and went forw: 
quick-step so characteristic of the Prus 
shells from the battery in front of Grande 
the line, the mitrailleuse and chaste] 
against it their leaden hail ; but still i 
and stern, went steadily to the front, 
fire many times, but I never hue a a me 
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Notwithstanding these representations, it was believed 
that in the great stronghold was the hope of deliverance for 
Prance. Reports were constantly promulgated that provi- 
sions there were plentiful. Bazaine was supposed to have 
some deep design ; and even when it became evident that 
the troops were starving, and when great numbers of them 
actually began to mutiny against being kept there for slow 
destruction, shut up by an enemy against whom they were 
never led in any great attempt, the people of Paris were 
sanguine in the opinion that the great citadel would hold 
out. Strasburg had succumbed ; Phalsbourg, Bitsche, and 
Toul might be surrendered ; but it was impossible to take 
Metz. It might have been almost impossible to take 
it by siege or by assault. It is doubtful whether the 
Germans would have tried so to take it, when, by patience, 
they could have all Prance besides ; but, at all events, no 
such result was anticipated by the generals who knew what 
was the condition of affairs inside. The operations were 
on a great scale enough. Vast guns and weighty ammuni- 
tion were brought to bear on the fortresses, and the return- 
ing fire was tremendous ; but beneath it all, the end was 
coming, when the army of Bazaine must give up their 
weapons, and yield a place the people of which soon learnt 
to welcome the conquerors, who came with supplies of food 
and took orderly possession, without unnecessary bloodshed 
and without the usual brutality of a victorious army. Metz 
was not taken by siege, but its army was conquered by the 
■organization of their foes, which made it hopeless to stand 
out longer in the face of death. 

On the 27th of October Marshal Bazaine capitulated, 
with 180,000 prisoners, including 20,000 sick and wounded. 

Negotiations to this end had been commenced some days 
before. The King and the Crown Prince had already 
invested Paris, and had made their head-quarters at Ver- 
sailles. The great army that besieged the capital was 
growing larger by continued reinforcements from Germany, 
whence immense quantities of provisions, guns, and ammu- 
nition were brought constantly. • 

The cause of Prance seemed almost > * ess. .Metz 
could not be held much longer; and, at < 1 

of October, Marshal Bazaine sent an au 
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ward immediately after tho fourth, was rcviowed by tho 
Prince— the display being a brilliant pageant — on the Nancy 
and Metz road, near Tourtebride. Thereupon tho Imperial 
Guard, tho elite of tho French army, marched out of -Metz 
with their arms, and laid them down at Freacati, while 
passing in review before tho Prince. This honour was 
accorded to tho Imperial Guard alone, all tho rest of tho 
troops having deposited their arms in tho Metz arsenals, 
and then marched into their cantonments outside tho town, 
to await their transfer to Germany. The Imperial Guard 
were received by the Prussian troops with respectful dignity, 
and not a jeering word was heard, nor an iudecontly- 
exultant look seen. But previously, at tho other review, 
the cheering was loud and persistent. 

At four o’clock in the afternoon, tho French companies 
which still mounted guard at tho various gates in the city 
and at the depots and arsenals, were relieved by tho Prus- 
sians, two regiments of infantry and one of cavalry having 
entered the town. The German military governor, General 
von Zastrow, commander of tho 7th Corps, took possession 
of the government of tho city and fortress. 

The following account of ono who was present at tho 
siege and during the capitulation, will bo interesting as a 
uarrative of what actually took place afterwards : — 

“ According to the statement of General von Zastrow, 
who held the Bois de Vaux on the morning of August 19th, 
Bazaine could then have avoided being shut up in Melz. 
After he was there he could, according to Metz statements, 
have readily made a sortie and rejoined M'Mnhon far moro 
easily than M‘Mahon could have rejoined him. After most 
of his cavalry and artillery horses had been eaten up, this, 
of course, was more difficult ; but still bis movements arc 
said to have lacked determination, and even to have been 
frivolous in the last two sorties. These facts are put down 
to the account of a complot with the Regency, according to 
which his army was to try to remain in statu quo until the 
conclusion of the war in Western France, and then become 
available, with Prussian consent, for Bonapartist purposes, 
Bazaine himself expecting, in that case, to be the governor 
of the'Prince Imperial and the virtual Regent. Nearly all 
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steaks and horse ; broths without salt. The reported dis- 
covery of a saline spring at St, Julien was a hoax, got up 
by putting salt into a spring to encourage the army. 

• “ When the surrender became known, the people were 
furious. The National Guard refused to lay down their 
arms, and on the 29fch, in the afternoon, a dragoon captain 
appeared at the head of a body of troops, who swore they 
would' sooner die than yield ; while Albert Collignon, editor 
of an ultra-Democratic daily paper, the Journal de Metz, 
rode about on a white horse, firing a pistol, and exhorting 
them to sally out and seek death or victory, to escape the 
impending shame. He was followed by a lady singing the 
{ Marseillaise,’ which produced terrible excitement. The 
doors of the cathedral were burst open, and tocsin and 
funeral bell rung nearly all night. When General Coffiniere 
appeared to pacify them, three pistol-shots were fired at 
him. Finally, by the aid of two line regiments, he quietly 
dispersed the mob. But all night the sounds of grief, 
indignation, and terror were kept up. Respectable women 
ran about the streets tearing their hair, and flinging their 
bonnets and laces under their feet, wildly crying aloud, 

‘ What will become of our children ? ’ Soldiers, drunk and 
sober, tumbled hither and thither in irregular groups, with 
their caps off and their sabres broken, crying, sobbing, and 
weeping like children, * O poor Metz ! once the proudest 
of cities. What a misfortune 1 What an unheard-of cata- 
strophe ! We have been sold! All is lost! It is all up 
with France ! ’ and so on. The civil functionaries asked 
each other across the streets, * Who will be our master ? 
Who will govern us ? Where shall we go, so that we may 
not see the ruin that has come upon the nation ? ’ 

“ Yesterday I was closeted with the Maire and City 
Council for two hours, while they detained me as the first 
stranger who had entered the town. They asked me all 
manner of questions — some really childish — in their agita- 
tion, uncertainty, and terror. ‘ What would the Prussians 
do ? How would they do it ? How would they have to 
be met ? ’ They asked if their already empty larders would 
still have to nourish the troops, and whether they would he 
personally maltreated in the event of inability to furnish 
the objects demanded. 
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Ars, on bis way to ‘Wilhelmshohe, in a closo carriage, marked 
with bis name, and escorted by several officers of bis staff 
on horseback. The women of the village bad beard of bis 
arrival, and awaited him with exclamations of * Traitor ! ’ 
* Coward ! * 1 Sneak ! * * Thief! * &c. ‘ Whero are our hus- 
bands whom you have betrayed ? Givo us back our children 
whom you have sold!’ They then attacked the carriage, 
aud broke the windows with their fists, and would have 
lynched him but for the intervention of the Prussian gen- 
darmes. Threo days ago, when I sent tbo first nows of the 
capitulation, I told everybody on my way of tbo astounding 
reality, of which they had heard faint rumours so many 
weeks. The German officers on detached posts actually 
bugged me, much against my will, as I was in haste, while 
the French people uttered curses on ces Irigands. There 
are still many people who cannot believe what has occurred. 
They are convinced that Metz must absolutely have provi- 
sions for ten, fifteen, nay, twenty years. Yet the civilians’ 
rations in Metz — too ample, as many proved by what they 
had left — were 400 grammes of bread daily, the troops 150 
to 200, and. 750 of horse. The general impression in the 
country now is that Frauce exists no longer. They credit 
Paris with less resisting force than Metz. More reflecting 
people, however, believe that the war will not end till after 
the fall of Paris.” 


THE SIEGE OF PARIS; 

The main body of the German army not engaged in the 
sieges of Metz, Strasburg, and- the minor fortresses, had 
marched onward towards . Paris. There was no French 
army between them and Chalons, where the new and un- 
disciplined levies were soon called upon to enter the defences 
of the capital, and made no opposition. On Monday, the 
5th of September, the Germans entered Rheims, under 
General Moning, without resistance. Rheims is a hundred 
miles from Paris, by way of Soissons. On the 10th, a camp 
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Till* FORTIFICATIONS OK PAULS. 


Tin: Marne throughout its whole course, the Seine from 
its source to Montercau, that portion of the plateau of 
Emigres comprised between tho sources of these rivers, ami 
the Seine from Montercau to Paris, form a long semi- 
circular strip of country, from thirty-eight to fifty miles in 
breadth, rather hilly towards tho east, and intersected by 
the Aube, but opening up towards tho west in a great 
dreary and naked plateau, only traversed by brooks. In 
this plateau, the separation of the Marnu from the Seine is 
elVcetod by a series of low hills, the chief issues of which 
aro occupied by Villenoxe, Sezanne, Pont St. Prix, and 
Eloges. To tho eaat of this line tho country is Hat and 
uniform, consisting of a heavy, cold, uneultivuble soil, with 
a scanty and poverty-stricken population ; to tlie west of 
this line wo find a strong, fertile, clay soil, and a more 
comfortable and more numerous population. 

This district is crossed by four longitudinal roads — 1. 
From Paris to Strasburg by Meaux, Chateau Thierry, 
Epernay, and Chalons, now skirted by a railway. This was 
the route taken by Blucher’s army in its march on Paris. 
2. From Paris to Chalons by Meaux, Ferte-sous-Jouarro, 
Montmirail, and Champauberfc. Tibs was tho routo taken 
by Blucber in his first march in 181-1, when his army was 
destroyed by Napoleon in tho battles of Champaubert, 
Montmirail, Chateau Thierry, and Yauchamps. 3. From 
Paris to Vitry by Lagny, Coulommiers, Forte Gaucher, 
Sezanne, aud Fero Champenoiae. This was tho route taken 
by the allies in 181-1, in their last march on Paris, when 
they defeated, at Fere Cliampenoiso and Ferte Gaucher, 
the corps of Marmont and Mortice. 4. From Paris to 
Nogent-sur-Seine by Brio Comte Hubert, Mormans, Nangis, 
and Provins. This was tho route taken by Schwarzen- 
berg’s army in its first march on Paris, when it was beaten 
by Napoleon at Mormans, Nangis, and Montereau. These 
four roads, at all times good and practicable, are intersected 
by four cross-roads, which were very bad in 1ST1 : — 1. 
From Chalons to Troyes bv Arcis. 2. From Epernay to 
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placed the Bureaux de Douane, are pierced in the fortifica- 
tious. Outside the surrounding wall, and at a distance of 
about half a league, are seventeen detached forts, some of 
which, including Vincennes, were taken by the besiegers, 
and are united partially by redoubts and intrenchments to 
the walls. These were intended to keep an enemy out of 
bombarding distance, and were most important to cover an 
army manoeuvring between, the body of the place and the 
forts : for when these defences were projected, it was never 
anticipated the army of Prance would surrender to the 
invader. The average distance of these forts is about 
2,170 yards from the body of the place and from each other. 
There are, so to speak, five groups of these forts — one group 
about St. Denis, consisting of three forts ; then the fort of 
Aubervilliers, on the Maubeuge road ; then four forts 
surrounding the heights of Montreuil, with their right on 
the Marne. Then come forts Palsauderie and G-revelles, 
united by an earthen rampart of strong profile. The two 
forts occupy a loop formed by the Marne in advance of 
Charenton and a little above the junction of the Marne and 
Seine. On the south of Paris are five forts, each closing a 
road. On the west, on a conical hill on the left bank of 
the Seine, is Port Valerien, by far the strongest in that 
quarter. It is built on a pentagon, with sides of from 380 ftn) 
410 yards in length. The conical top of the hill on whf rd 
it is situated comes up in the centre, towering over every- 
thing, and serves as a gigantic natural parados or traverse. 
There is on the top of the cone a plateau, which is 
surrounded by an earthen parapet. Inside this there were 
bomb-proof barracks. There were seventy-six heavy guns 
and a battery of mitrailleuses on its ramparts, and a garrison 
of 1,500 G-ardes Mobiles and 700 sailors. Some of the guns 
had a calibre of 9^ inches. 

The western- line of outside defence is naturally very 
easy, for the Seine, flowing in the direction of the north 
and north-east, turns towards St. Denis by St. Cloud, Bou- 
logne, Suresnes, Puteaux, Courbevoie, 3N T euilly, Asnieres, 
Clichy, and St. Ouen, places on the banks of the river. 
Between it and. the town is the celebrated Bois de Bou- 
logne. On the line indicated five bridges crossed the Seine, 
and near the station of Asnieres, on the left bank, the 
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manufactory of Sevres was built, and which commanded a 
bend of the river ; another redoubt was at the hill of Cour- 
bevoie, where formerly stood a statue of Napoleon ; it is at 
the end of the Avenue de Neuilly, a little way over the 
bridge, and must have been noticed* by all visitors to the 
Bois de Boulogne ; it was a connecting link between the 
Port Mont Yalerien and the Port Gennevilliers, which, 
with gunboats on the double bend of the •river, were meant 
to render that part of Paris unapproachable, and to prevent 
any attempt to take Paris in the rear, or even to cut its 
communications with the west. The interior of the town 
was also rendered formidable ; the hill of Montmartre was 
bristling with cannon, and a balloon was held captive at one 
base of the hill in the Place St. Pierre. But apart from all 
this, at each gate of the city, besides the drawbridge and 
ditch, there was an outside bastion thrown up some hundred 
yards from the gate, outside of which bastion was, first, a 
palisade and earthwork ; next, a plankwork road, furnished 
with spikes and nails. 

With the defeat at Sedan and the surrender of 
Napoleon III. as a prisoner of wax-, the Imperial Ministry 
- was at an end, and a Republic was proclaimed with a Pro- 
visional Government, named the “ Government of the 
National Defence,” of which M. Jules Favre was the 
Minister of Foi-eign Affairs and General Trochu the Pre- 
sident, with full power to control the defence, which was 
entirely intrusted to him. 

At the commencement of the siege there were under 
arms within the line of the forts 80,000 regular soldiers, 
20,000 gendarmes and other civil officers, 120,000 of the 
new battalions of National Guards, 18,000 Parisian Gardes 
Mobiles, 180,000 provincial Mobiles, and 20,000 sailoi-s and 
marines ; to which were added 50,000 provincial Mobiles who 
shortly afterwards entered Paris. 

According to the census of 1866, Paris contained 90,000 
houses and 1,825.274 inhabitants. 

Thus, during the last weeks of September and the eai-lv 
part of Octobei-, 1870, the great German army of invest- 
ment had drawn round the -French capital, and prepared to 
commence a terrible bombardment in case the Parisians 
should refuse to capitulate. 
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almost on famine diet, and, as tlie time -went on, jjats, dogs, 
cats, and any kinds of eatable material, were among the 
frequent articles of diet, while bread, of the very coarsest 
kind, became so scarce, that it was with difficulty procured 
in sufficient quantity to satisfy hunger, even for a single 
meal. Horseflesh was among the luxuries of the most 
privileged among the lower class, and horse-beef rations 
were served to the Mobiles. The greater number of the- 
workmen were, of course, among the defenders, and these- 
had rations served out to them, while their families were 
also provided with a certain quantity of food. Vegetables 
became so scarce that parties would go out beyond the forts 
in order to dig the half-decayed potatoes from the fields, 
although they were exposed to the fire of the Prussian, 
guns. 

The French artillery played on the Prussian foreposts, 
and among the injury done was the destruction of the 
Palace of St. Cloud by the firing of the French, who at 
first fancied that the royal head-quarters were there. 

So passed the Christmas of 1870 — the Prussian and 
German besiegers well fed, and with communications open 
to the Bhine, so that supplies could constantly reach them 
the French, beleaguered in their beautiful capital, suffering 
from want of food, and with a kind of desperation, in place 
of the hope of aid from without, that had previously sus- 
tained them. 

In January they evacuated Mount Avron to the 
Germans, who had concentrated an attack upon it, and 
the bombardment had commenced in a storm of shot and 
shell which burst over a portion of Paris. In two days- 
the Prussian batteries are said to have thrown 2,000 pro- 
jectiles. 

Of course, large numbers of people had left Paris at the 
beginning of the siege, and the city was so completely 
blockaded that it became isolated, no one being able to pass 
the German lines except by some desperate chance, or by 
special favour of the Prussian commander. _ Balloons were 
frequently despatched with letters, which, if they reached 
French territory unoccupied by the Germans, were sent to 
their destination. Gambetta, an energetic advocate or the 
Republic, went out to stimulate the people oi the provinces- 
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on tlie left, which w«3 to be directed on Moutretout ; to 
Bellemarre that on the centre, starting from Courbevoie to 
the right rear from Mont Valericn, as seen from Paris; and 
to Ducrot that on the right, towards Kueil. The line of 
front did not extend four English miles across. The morn- 
ing of the 19th was darkened by a thick fog. The advance 
had been arranged to commence at six, but, owing to un- 
avoidable delays from this cause, and the unexpected oppo- 
sition to the march of the column of the right, it was 
retarded for several hours longer. The troops carried four 
days’ provisions. An eye-witness states that the men looked 
haggard when they went out, but their officers were fine- 
spirited men. The Ereneh pushed on until they came to 
positions were they where shot down in heaps by the Prus- 
sians, safe behind their trendies. A Parisian law-student 
belonging to the 116th National Guards declares that the 
Prussians did not show their heads over the line of a work 
against which his corps was sent, but to fire or onalce gri- 
maces at the Ereneh. “ The only one I saw was a fellow 
that put his fingers to his nose for me.” Ducrot appears 
to have been unable to take up his position at the appointed 
time. His troops were afoot at three in the morning ; but 
the road by which they had to pass — that by Nauterre and 
llueil — was swept by a Prussian battery at the quarries of 
St. Denis as with a besom. They could not face the fire ; 
and, although their passage was ultimately finally secured 
by a cuirassed locomotive sent on by the St. Germain line, 
the delay had marred the operation. The German reserves 
and artillery had time to come up, and their guns over- 
powered those of the French. The first report, issued by 
General Trochu at ten a.m., dwelt on the difficulties of tlie 
enterprise. It said that the work of concentration had 
been very difficult and laborious during a dark night, and 
that a delay of two hours of the right column had taken 
place. A long and vigorous combat had raged round the 
redoubt of Montretout. The Bellemarre column had pene- 
trated into the park of Buzenval, and occupied the chateau 
and heights of Buzenval. At six General Trochu reported 
that the battle had lasted since morning, extending from 
Montretout to the left, to the ravine of Celle St. Cloud to 
the right. General Yinoy, to the left, held Montretout, 
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tireurs were to be disbanded. The Germans were, as much 
as lay in their power, to facilitate the task of the French 
commissariat for revictualling Paris. In order to leave 
Paris, the permission of the French authorities must neces- 
sarily be accompanied by the German visa. Public property 
■was not to be removed during the armistice. All German 
prisoners of war were immediately to be exchanged against 
a proportionate number of French prisoners ; also captains 
of vessels and others, as well as civilian prisoners on both 
sides. 

Immediate preparations were made for revictualling 
Paris, and large quantities of medicines, comforts, and 
provisions were at once sent from England, to be gra- 
tuitously distributed to the starved and suffering people. 

Of course the armistice and the negotiations for the 
capitulation of Paris were but preliminary to further nego- 
tiations for the conclusion of peace. These were several 
times nearly broken off, and it was feared that the bombard- 
ment might again be commenced ; but at length the peace 
was agreed to, and sorrowfully enough the following terms 
were accepted by the French Assembly at Bordeaux, 
whither the Government had been removed under the 
Presidency of M. Thiers : — 

“ 1. France renounces in favour of the German Empire 
the following rights : — The fifth part of Lorraine, including 
Metz and Thionville, and Alsace less Belfort. 

“ 2. France will pay the sum of five milliards of francs, 
of which one milliard is to be paid in 1871, and the remain- 
ing four milliards by instalments extending over three 
years. 

“3. The German troops will begin to evacuate the 
French territory as soon as the treaty is ratified. They 
will then evacuate the interior of Paris and some depart- 
ments lying in the western region. The evacuation of the 
other departments will take place gradually after payment 
•of the first milliard, and proportionately to the payment of 
the other four milliards. 

“ Interest at the rate of 5 per cent, per annum will be 
paid on the amount remaining due from the date of the 
ratification of the treaty. 
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this morning. Ho took possession in the usual Prussian 
111001101'. One TJlilan came first, then two or more. In a 
minute or two others followed. My special Uhlan of this 
forenoon is a grand, big man, mounted upon a superb brown 
horse. JIo is in advance of some comrades, six or seven 
riding abreast. They aro coming up the Avenue of the 
Grand Army, and are apparently not in a hurry. My 
Uhlan g ives a look about, gazes up at the Triumphal Arch, 
trots his steed around it, as if looking for the way under 
it, and, apparently, not clear how ho is to pass beneath the 
grand arch, turns his horse’s head, and gallops back to his 
friends. The group presses forward, and at the Arc de 
Triomphe the same manoeuvre is repeated. Their dis- 
appointment at being balked of their desire to pass under 
it like conquering heroes is too manifest not to be very 
noticeable; but, putting the best face (a somewhat wry 
one) upon a clear case of non possumus, they gallop off, full 
tear, down the Avenue des Champs Eiysees, and soon dis- 
appear. At a considerable distance in their rear comes a 
dense black mass. AYe hear the shrill notes of the fife, 
with a drum accompaniment. This is the. advanced guard 
of the 30,000 conquering heroes who are coming to 
occupy the citv which famine has surrendered into their 
hands. 

“ The space around the foot of the arch has been through- 
out the siege a favourite popular resort. From this site a 
good view of Mont Valeri en is obtained, and it commands 
the entire Avenue of the Grand Army. At most times, 
therefore, considerable groups assemble here; but this 
morning they were extremely thin, and composed chiefly of 
boys, a very few women, and about fifty men, having the 
appearance of artisans on their way to their daily labour. 
Not a shout was raised by them — not a gesture escaped 
them — when the Uhlaus appeared ; but when these seemed 
to be seeking a way of passing beneath the arch, one of 
the group exclaimed, { Ah, mais, fichez-vous-en,’ which, 
being interpreted into similar class vernacular, means, 

1 Don’t you wish you may get it ? Just try it on.’ 

“ As I desired to witness as much as possible of the 
entry from the Place de la Concorde, and to inspect the 
left bank of the Seine, with a view to ascertain what military 
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Florentiu, there is another barricade similarly constructed 
to the others. Across the top of the Ruo Royalo there is 
yet another. Beyond there the Prussians may not pass. 
On the Place de la Concorde are some fifty persons, 
perhaps even more. They are lost in the midst of that 
vast space. A couple of Uhlans have been galloping about 
reconnoitring the position. They have had. a look at the 
bridge ; at the amiable lion ; they have seen that the 
Tuileries are closed ; that tho Hue de Rivoli and the Rue 
Royale are closed against them. Their impression certainly 
is that they are to occupy the Eue du Faubourg St. Honore. 
So, too, thought everybody in Paris, for so it had been 
announced. 

u They are convinced of their error when they attempt 
to turn into the Hue Bussy d’Anglas, where a cordon of 
sentinels, soldiers of the Line, is drawn up. The Uhlans 
turn tail to rejoin their friends in the Grand Avenue. On 
their passage sundry blackguards, who are enjoying what 
coolness there is in this muggy morning, conjointly with 
a short pipe, take the pipes from their mouths in order to 
give free course to a volley of epithets not at all compli- 
mentary to the Uhlans, supplemented by shouts of derision 
and cries of * Vive la Republique ! ’ The few people on 
the place take up the cry. The Uhlans turn their heads, 
but take no heed. Not so the National Guards at the top 
of the Rue Eoyale. One of the officers calls a few of his 
men together, as though for the purpose of operating a 
clearance. When the Uhlans appear, the blackguards in 
the crowd resume their late performance ; but a quick 
movement of the Uhlans towards the place puts the tem- 
porary occupants to flight. The loud-voiced blackguards 
are the first to push away helter-skelter, their eyes showing 
defiance, their feet the white feather very conspicuously. 
The Uhlans appear amused. 

“ Their demonstration is not a hostile one. They have 
come only to take up certain positions assigned to them. 
They are followed by others, who proceed to do the same. 
The detachment is presently sprinkled all over the Place, 
at its commanding points. Attracted by the sound of 
fife and drums, undeterred by the patriotic reproaches of 
the captain of the National Guard already referred to, 

3 B 
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This -was the beginning of a complete insurrection in Paris 
on the part of the Communists and Socialists, who at once 
inaugurated a reign of terror, formed a Central Committee 
of (government, and determined to hold Paris, shooting 
several persons who endeavoured to protest, and denouncing 
many others, who were at once pub in prison. Paris was 
once more in a state of siege, and the Government at 
Versailles were compelled to enrol a fresh army and 
assemble all the available troops, in order to operate against 
the insurgents. 

- In this second siege of Paris, though it lasted only for a 
short time, the firing kept up on the city by the beleaguer- 
ing forces of the Government troops was incessant, and the 
damage done to the city far exceeded that effected by the 
Germans. Many fine public buildings, as well as private 
houses, were shattered with shot and shell, and the people 
took refuge in cellars, not only from the tremendous bom- 
bardment, but from the savage onslaughts of the rioters, 
the ranks of whom contained the lowest orders of the worst 
quarters of Paris, whose business was pillage and destruc- 
tion. Churches, public buildings, and private dwellings, 
were alike the scene of their lawless riot ; and it seemed as 
though Paris itself would be erased from the map of 
Europe, so long was the assault delayed which would give 
the National Assembly the victory. One of the last acts 
of the Commune, before the troops entered the city from 
Versailles, was to destroy the Column of Vendome ; but 
there was no real Government, and the insurgents — riotous, 
drunken, and utterly without regular order — could maintain 
no discipline, so that the ramparts were neglected, the 
Versailles army could push on to the gates, and Paris was 
at last entered with but little bloodshed. 

On the afternoon of Sunday, the 19th of May, the troops 
of the Assembly took possession of the gates at St. Cloud, 
near Point du Jour; and at Montrouge, the insurgents 
having been swept from the bastions by. the powerful artil- 
lery which had previously silenced their batteries at St. 
Cloud, the gate was battered down, when General Douay 
threw himself upon the breach with his troops, followed by 
the corps of Generals Ladmirault and Clinchant. This was 
at four o’clock in the afternoon, and Captain Treves, with 
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